I CORINTHIANS 13

PARAPHRASED—SELECTED VERSES
SAFE SANCTUARY VERSION

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and angels, if I talk about the importance of Safe Sanctuaries but do not put action with my words, I am a only a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.

If I have prophetic powers to say “it will never, ever happen in our church”, but have not the love of children to insist on background checks, I am nothing.

If I give away all the church’s possessions in litigation because we did not insist on Safe Sanctuaries, the Kingdom of God gains absolutely nothing.

Love is patient—even in the midst of long discussions about the benefits of background checks; 

Love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude—even toward the “yes buts” who say it will never happen here.  

Love it not irritable or resentful--even when dealing with Trustees who have to be convinced to put windows in all the doors,

Love does not rejoice in wrongdoing—even when a background check comes back with a conviction on it.

Love rejoices in the truth of speaking in favor of Safe Sanctuaries both privately and publicly.

Love bears all things—endless meetings, believes all things, hopes all things—that one day all children, youth and vulnerable adults will be absolutely safe, 
Love endures all things--even day long training for Safe Sanctuaries.

Love never ends.  
Now we know only in part; but there will come a time when I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.

And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love—the love for God and the love for our children, youth and vulnerable adults.
