The Church’s Response to Convicted Sex Offenders

Because the Church is the only institution to offer reconciliation between God and neighbor, thus making our world less hostile, and the Church represents the Body of Christ, who says, “Come unto me” to all people, the church must find a way to create space for grace for all people. At the same time the church is given the mandate to bring children to Jesus, noting that Jesus said, “Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them. For the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” (Mark 10: 14 NLT) Below are some suggested actions that may be adapted to a church’s Safe Sanctuary Policy so that sanctuary, protection and grace may be offered to all. 

1. When a person within your church congregation becomes a convicted sex offender, grace and care must be extended to the “convicted” individual as well as any family members associated with the church. Under the Pastor’s direction a covenant group should be formed to support and nurture both the convicted individual and the family. When the individual is incarcerated and on probation, the covenant group should be in contact and support. 

2. When a convicted sex offender, not previously connected with the congregation, wishes to connect with the church, the pastor should make an appointment and visit with the individual as quickly as possible. This conversation must be welcoming but honest.  Included in the conversation should be the need to “protect” the individual as well as the children. Information should be gathered into the nature of the “offense” and an understanding of the probation restrictions.

3. In either case the Pastor should be in contact with the probation/parole officer to verify the parole restrictions. Information should be sought specifically regarding church attendance and guidance in how to best incorporate the individual into the congregational setting. 

4. In every case, the Church and the returning Individual should enter into a Covenant, for the duration of his parole.

The Church will covenant to:

· Provide a Support Group, where one or more members will support the individual with attendance when they are in the church facility. This should be a quiet support, but should include someone being present with him/her, including in the restroom, at all times.

· Volunteer work, if allowed by parole restrictions, would be limited to adult activities. Opportunities that provide contact with children and youth would not qualify.

· Rooms where children and youth programs are occurring should not be entered, even with a covenant friend.
The Individual will covenant to:

· Uphold the mission of the church and their design to provide safe sanctuary for all children, including rest rooms, children and youth activity room guidelines.

· Cooperate by giving needed information as requested and accept full benefit of the covenant group as provided.


If the covenant is not kept, the individual will not be permitted to be in attendance within the church facility. Spiritual guidance can still be extended to the individual by both the pastor and the covenant group in another location. 
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