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Should I Write My Will Before or After I Die? 

W e don’t like to think about 
our own death, yet as fol-

lowers of Jesus and faithful mem-
bers of the Christian church, we 
should be, in the end, hopeful peo-
ple.  Just reflect upon the message 
at any funeral you have attended at 
your church. 

H aving overcome the re-
sistance to talk about our in-

evitable death, though, still does not 
help us know what to do as we 
make an estate plan and write our 
Will.  Here are nine estate planning 
basics that are helpful to use as a 
guide or a road map: 
 

1. No matter your net worth, it’s 
important to have a basic es-
tate plan in place. 

Even though it will give you peace of 
mind, remember that it is not for 
you—it is for those you care about. 
2. An estate plan has several ele-

ments. 
Your Will is an important part, but 
so are an advanced medical di-
rective, and power-of-attorney in 
case of your incapacity.  
3. Taking inventory of your assets 

is a good place to start. 

The Foundation has a helpful book-
let that makes recording this infor-
mation easy.  Include bank ac-
counts, investment accounts, retire-
ment accounts, property (home, 
farm, timberland, vacation home), 
mineral rights, vehicles, and life 
insurance policies. 
4. Everybody needs a Will. 
Special review is needed after the 
death of a spouse.  Make sure the 
second-to-die contingency provi-
sions are what you, the surviving 
spouse, want to happen. 
5. Trusts aren’t just for the 

“wealthy”. 
Depending upon your situation, 
your attorney may feel a trust can 
be useful to accomplish your per-
sonal goals and charitable wishes. 
6. Discuss your estate plan with 

your heirs. 
7. The federal estate tax exemp-

tion changes over the years. 
8. Establish power-of-attorney for 

certain situations. 
These might include a medical deci-
sion maker for you, and someone to 
handle your financial affairs if you 
are unable to do so yourself. 
9. Consider charitable gift options 

that work for you. 
These might include: outright be-

quests in your Will, a charitable gift 
annuity established during your life-
time, a permanent endowment, a 
gift of stock or a retirement account. 
A bequest in your Will could be a set 
dollar amount, a percentage of your 
assets, or a portion (or all of) the 
“rest and residue” of your estate 
after all other bequests are satisfied. 
 

T hen there is the question, 
“What is a Christian estate 

plan?”  Good question.  The answer 
is simply an estate plan in which 
your Christian faith shines through.  
Wouldn’t it be odd to be a faithful 
member of the church of Jesus 
Christ during your lifetime, but make 
that Christian commitment seem 
irrelevant by leaving it out of your 
Will or estate plan?  Your Christian 
witness can speak to the next gener-
ation through remembering your 
church or other favorite ministries in 
your plan. 
 
 

C ontact the Foundation for more 
useful resources about including 

your church in your estate plan. 

N ow isn’t that a silly title?  Who would answer “after” to that question? 

Yet, surprisingly, over 60% of people DO die before they write their Will.  Of course, that is not quite 
accurate – once you die, you’ve lost your opportunity to write your Will.  It won’t happen.   

 So it boils down to this: 100% of people say “Yes, I should write my Will before I die.”  Then over 60% 
go right ahead and die without a Will. 
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   Over 60% of Americans 
   do not have a Will or Estate Plan. 

 
       Set an appointment this week 
       to create or update your Will. 

 
           And when you do, include  

 your United Methodist church and 
  your favorite Methodist ministries. 

Call your advisor today - it will put a smile on YOUR face! 

 


