
We learned from each 
other’s experiences 
how to navigate 
the smooth and 
sometimes bumpy 
waters that comprise 
the local church.  

For three years I have been a part of an intentional 
shaping process. The formal name of the group 
is Resident In Ministry (RIM) and as a resident in 
ministry, I have been supported, encouraged, and 
prayed for in my journey to ordination. 
 
My RIM group has changed several times over the 
three years.  The first year was especially fun for me 
because the dynamics of this particular group focused 
on the theological aspects of worship. I remember a 
couple of folks propelling our group of commissioned 
elders and deacons into deep, meaningful, and 
lively discussions by asking the question,  “What is 
worship?” 

In my second year, I began a new appointment in the 
local church and the RIM group proved invaluable.  
We learned from each other’s experiences how 
to navigate the smooth and sometimes bumpy                                                     
waters that comprise the local church.  

In my last year of RIM, I found my group to be 
comprised of now cherished friends and respected 
colleagues. My favorite aspect of the RIM program 
is the relationships that form which are a lasting 
network of people who can be depended on to offer 
wisdom, a listening ear or ministry advice.
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