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Have you looked into the preparations for Assembly?  There is 

a wealth of information available at the click of a mouse to 

inspire you and pique your anticipation for April. 

Here’s just a taste –  

 

 

 

The 2014 Assembly will focus on: 

• Giving Voice to the Individual 

o Assembly will honor and equip the individual woman to 

lead, excel and find her own voice.  

• Connecting for Action 

o Assembly will help women connect with one another 

and with partners in mission to further the PURPOSE.  

• Practicing Radical Welcome 

o Assembly will help women expand their vision and their 

capacity to welcome new and unnoticed women to 

participate, join and shape our work. 

• Supporting United Methodist Women Strategically 

o Assembly will inspire women to support this vital mission movement through engagement and 

giving. 

 

New for 2014 Assembly are open Workshops – no preregistration required.  Instead, seating is on a 

first come, first served basis.  The workshops are designed to help us develop skills to “Make It 

Happen” and keep the momentum we attain during Assembly once we return home. 

Workshops are structured into three types - Core workshops, general workshops and town hall 

meetings – and are organized into five thematic areas related to United Methodist Women national 

priorities: 

• Developing leaders. 

• Growing spiritually. 

• Personal wellness and self-care. 

• Service and advocacy for justice. 

• United Methodist Women organizing for growth.   

 

I can’t wait – can you? 
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A word from the Vice President 
 
Dear Friends in Christ,  

 

I hope this article finds you all 

well.  I am quite busy planning 

our Annual Meeting in the 

Ashland District for October. 

 

In January a group of us 

attended Leadership Development Days at Lake 

Junaluska. It does my heart well to be with so 

many women that share my values and beliefs. 

It also confirms that we are living out our 

Purpose. I learned a few things to pass on 

during our own Leadership Development in July 

at Mission U. 

If you have any ideas for the Annual Meeting 

please feel free to contact me at 

sherrymattinglyumw@gmail.com or call me at 

502-262-2973.  Tell me what things you are 

doing to make your Annual Meeting fun and 

informative.  What would you like to do for 

break out meetings to discuss current issues 

facing our great nation and our Purpose? 

Remember this meeting is for the glory of God 

and the amazing things He is doing through 

United Methodist Women. 

 

In the October Response there was a wonderful 

prayer I would like to pass onto you. 

 

“Surprise us with new roles and new paths.  

Remind us that you have made us worthy of 

all that is thrust upon us. We trust you to 

teach us as we go.  Keep us always open to 

your Holy wisdom.  Help us not be afraid of 

things we’ve never done before.  Help us 

embrace change and take joy in finding new 

ways to serve you.  In the busyness of 

newness remind us, as Jesus taught Martha, 

that there are times for work and times for 

simply sitting in your presence.  You know our 

greatness needs-fulfill them.  You know our 

greatest potential-make us so.  Through our 

new roles make us new people.  As new 

people, transform the world through us!  In 

every time and place, help us to be who you 

need us to be.  Amen.” 

 

May God bless your days!!! 

 

Sherry Mattingly  
KY Conference Vice-President 

sherrymattinglyumw@gmail.com 
 

BE ALERT -  YOUR OPINION COUNTS! 

 

Do you ever complain or roll 

your eyes about the laws and 

the financial decisions that 

“they” make?   It’s time that we 

change “they” to “we.”  Every 

year senators and representatives from across 

the state meet in Frankfort to make decisions.  

But, remember – they are elected by people 

like you and me, and they know that they can 

not get re-elected if their decisions are 

unpopular.  Therefore, we need to let them 

know what we think.  First, we have to learn 

about the proposals being considered through 

reading newspapers and listening to television 

and radio news.  Then we need to make our 

views known by sending letters, e-mails, and 

telephone messages.  We can call 1-800-372-

7181 and leave a message.  We can request 

that our message be sent to a particular 

senator or representative, to all senators or all 

representatives, or to members of a particular 

committee.  We have a moral obligation to 

make these leaders understand our values and 

opinions. 

 

On January 16, 2014, about 20 United 

Methodist Women joined other advocates for a 

rally to ask that funds be restored to programs 

which benefit children.  Representatives from 

our United Methodist Homes for Children and 

Youth told us that $13.5 million needs to be 
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allocated to fund the children’s homes.  The 

state continues to refer children to these 

facilities, but they haven’t increased the 

funding.  A few children’s homes have had to 

close their doors because of lack of funding.  

The governor included these funds in his 

proposed budget but warned that his budget 

required additional revenue.  That is the big, 

number one problem right now.  Funds are not 

available to support the programs we need for 

Kentucky’s kids! 

 

This month, the governor proposed a tax 

modernization plan.  Some taxes would actually 

be lowered, but some would be raised.  This 

plan is supposed to bring in more revenue, so 

we need to study it to know where those 

increases will be and whom they will affect.  Of 

course, both the House and the Senate will 

make some changes to the proposal, and then 

they will have to try to agree on the changes 

before it can pass.  The second proposal is 

expanded gambling in the form of casinos.  

Many argue that we are losing money spent by 

Kentuckians in casinos in surrounding states.   

In our concern for the welfare of families in 

Kentucky, we have concerns about those who 

might become addicted to gambling and about 

the burden of any increased taxes.  If any of 

you have another idea for increasing revenue, 

please contact your representatives 

immediately!   

 

There are other bills affecting the welfare of 

many.  One is a bill to ban smoking in all public 

buildings statewide.  Another asks to restore 

voting rights to felons who have completed 

their sentences.  Pay attention to all of the 

proposals by reading and listening to all of the 

news media!  Learn what is being discussed!  

Then become part of the legislative process by 

making your views heard!   

Sarah Williams,  
KY Conference Coordinator for Social Action.  

gdwsdw@fewpb.net 

Greetings from the Treasurer’s Ledger! 

 

Grace and Peace to each and every United 

Methodist Woman of the Kentucky Conference.   

 

Here we are 

already in the 

second month of 

2014.  It seems 

like just  

yesterday I was 

writing an article 

for the beginning of 2013.  No slowing Father 

Time down.  I am sure a number of you eager 

UM Women are ready to put faith, hope, and 

love into action as we set our sails and journey 

through 2014. 

 

Working together, the KY Conference United 

Methodist Women completed 2013 with a 

resounding “YES” through your Mission and 

Supplementary Giving.  The Mission Pledge for 

2013 was $150,000 and because of each 

committed United Methodist Woman, a total of 

$161,855.32 was sent for Mission Giving.  The 

Supplementary Giving total for 2013 was 

$18,842.89.  I am including a report of the full 

detail giving of 2013. 

 

With the ADD 2013 Campaign, a total of 

$2,786.50 was sent in to help underwrite 

Conference expenses.  The entire Conference 

Mission team worked tremendously hard to 

keep expenses at the lowest possible level and 

being ever mindful that our dollars need to 

work for women, children and youth 

throughout the entire world.  Working together 

we did just that. 

Before you know it, we will all be meeting in 

Louisville for the 2014 Assembly.  Not only did 

the KY Conference provide three scholarships 

to individuals from across the state, a $100 

scholarship was sent to each District to help 

defray the cost of attending Assembly and 

those will be awarded according to each 

District’s criteria.  In the event a District does 
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not have anyone attend Assembly, then the 

funds would come back to the KY Conference.   

 

Looking forward to seeing each and every one 

of you in Louisville this coming April.  They will 

know us by our big Kentucky welcome smile!!!! 

 

The Lord had called each of us United 

Methodist Women to a different path, 

distinctly designed for that one woman.  Do not  

 

let anyone convince you that her path is the 

only right way.  And be careful not to extol your 

path as superior to another’s way.  What the 

Lord requires of each of us is to act justly, to 

love mercy, and to walk humbly with our God 

wherever HE leads.        Micah 6:8 

 

United Methodist Women –  

faith, hope, love in action. 

  

Shalom, 

Betty Dodson 

KY Conference Treasurer 

859.653.5148 

vetteso@fuse.net 

 
KY CONFERENCE GIVING –  
01/01/2013 - 12/31/2013  

     

MISSION GIVING    

 PLEDGE TO MISSION 132,891.29  

 SPEC MISSION RECOGNITION 9,460.00  

 GIFT TO MISSION 3,967.03  

 GIFT IN MEMORY 5,519.23  

 WORLD THANK OFFERING 10,017.77  

     

    $161,855.32  

     

     

SUPPLEMENTARY GIFTS  

 PRAYER & SELF DENIAL 11,265.47 

 BRIGHTER FUTURE CHILDREN 232.25 

 MAGAZINE FUND 39.00 

 RED BIRD MISSION 2,049.17 

 MIKE & SHERRY MORRISSEY 815.00 

 HENDERSON SETTLEMENT 100.00 

 JABUKA UMC IN SERBIA 1,303.00 

 SRBOBRAN UMC IN SERBIA 1,303.00 

 NOTHING BUT NETS 100.00 

 HAITI LUNCHES  100.00 

 UMCOR - UNDESIGNATED 1,536.00 

     

    $18,842.89  
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Membership, Nurture & Outreach 

 

Here are ways to involve every member in 

mission and ministry - 

Cheer up children  

Send cards to children suffering from life-

threatening illnesses through Send Kids the 

World (sendkidstheworld.com) you can read 

their stories and then send an encouraging 

card.  

Lend an ear  

Answer calls forwarded to your phone from 

the Domestic Abuse Helpline for Men and 

Women (dahmw.org).  You can complete 

their at-home training course and pick a 4-6 

hour shift, and respond to and direct callers 

to local shelters, legal aid and other resources 

they may need.  

Feed the hungry  

Play Freerice (freerice.com) an online game 

that donates 10 grains of rice to hungry 

communities around the world for every 

correct answer. Those grains add up – more 

than 5 million people have received two 

meals a day since the site was created.  

Subtitle a movie  

The 360 million people worldwide with 

hearing impairments are still able to enjoy TV 

shows and films thanks to volunteers who 

help write captions through Amara 

(amara.org). Create a free account to start 

watching and subtitling one of the 25,000 

videos on the site 

  

Lillie Burton  

Membership Nurture & 

Outreach Coordinator   

606-474-9139  

hogshead@windstream.net  

 

Mission Resources  

   

Greetings, Ladies! 

 

This is my first article 

for the newsletter so 

please bear with me. 

 I have received a list 

of all your email addresses and plan on 

contacting you all personally.  I would love to 

come and visit with you if we can work out a 

time.  So be getting dates together of when you 

might want me to visit. 

 

The new book list is out and I hope you are in 

full swing of reading some of the titles.  One 

thing that you can do to encourage reading is to 

have your local Mission Resource Coordinator 

present a book report each month if you are 

not already doing that.  You might also offer an 

incentive for completing books.  One unit I 

know of actually gave a prize away at the end 

of the reading year.  Each time you read a book 

your name is entered in a drawing.  The more 

books read, the more chances to win. 

 

Assembly is just a couple of months away and I 

hope to see you all there.  If you don't mind, I'd 

love to know if you will be there and maybe we 

could all plan to meet at the bookstore (or one 

on one) while we are there and you can meet 

some of the ladies from Mission Resource and 

the New York office. 

 

If any of you have questions or concerns with 

the Mission Resource Center, please contact 

me anytime.  You can contact me by email or 

by phone. 

 

Happy Reading! 

Missy Cunningham 
KY Conference  

Secretary of Program Resources 

missylou1991@twc.com 
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2014 Mission Studies at Mission u 

 

Make plans now to 

attend Mission u  

July 17 – 20, 2014 

Lindsey Wilson College 

Columbia KY 

 

 

Spiritual Growth: How Is It with Your Soul? 

By Priscilla Pope-Levison and Jack Levison  

This resource brings into balance the inner and 

outer dimensions of the Christian life. 

Organized around four verbs: pray, learn, 

mentor, and transform, the book will challenge 

you to become a more vibrant disciple of Christ.  

“How is it with your soul?” – it is hoped that the 

book will encourage you to respond with a 

resounding, “It is well with my soul!” 

Leaders for the Spiritual Grown study are  

Kevin Mays 

Dr William Taylor  

Rev Pearl Gillispie-Gray. 

 

Issue study: The Church and People with 

Disabilities 

This study aims to build awareness in the 

church regarding issues around disability, to call 

the church to provide full accessibility to 

services and opportunities, and to promote 

advocacy for justice for people with disabilities. 

This study will encourage you to identify ways 

that your church can do more to open the 

floodgate to inclusion and equality. 

Leaders for the Issue study are: 

 Lillie Burton 

 Ginger Paul 

 Dee Reynolds 

 

Children and Youth study: The Church and 

People with Disabilities  
Children’s Leader:   JoAnna Hopper 

Assts: Johnny Hopper, Kelly Evans 

Youth Leader:  Kenya Cummings 

Asst:  Thea Wells

A Few Words from Red Bird Mission 

 

Tim Crawford, Director 

of the Red Bird Mission 

and Clinic wants to 

thank all the shoppers 

at our Annual Mission 

Celebration at Louisa 

last October for supporting all the wonderful 

crafters and their families. Total sales 

(excluding tax) for the day was $1,453.90! 

United Methodist Women really came through 

for missions that day - as always. Please keep 

the entire Red Bird Mission Conference in your 

prayers, and maybe next year, your church 

might want to sponsor a craft show too. It's a 

lot of fun, and a great way to support Red Bird. 

 

And in the coming months … 

 

Pass the word - Kentucky Gives Day, a day of 

online giving, is coming up again on 

Wednesday, April 9th. Many of us helped to 

give more than $8,000 through this one day last 

year.  

 

Red Bird Mission placed 5th out of all non-

profits in the Commonwealth of Kentucky and 

that netted prize money for their support.  

If each one of Red Bird’s Facebook friends gives 

at least $4, we can double the 2013 giving on 

April 9th.   Check out Red Bird on the web for 

more information about this and other Red Bird 

Mission related news. 

http://rbmission.org 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out the New Look at  

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
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United Methodist Mission on the Move 

 

In 1946, the current site of Nathaniel Mission – 

616 DeRoode Street – came about through the 

efforts of United Methodists in Lexington KY.  

Through the decades, the Mission has served 

the community in which it was built, as well as 

the marginalized citizens of Lexington.   

 

Nathaniel Mission is a unique entity in that one 

organization houses a multitude of services at 

little or no cost to the recipients.  Contained 

within these walls are Medical and Dental 

clinics, prescription assistance, pre-natal 

services, diabetes education, a podiatry clinic, 

and veterinary services about once a month.  

The professionals staffing these clinics donate 

their time to keep the clinics open and serve 

this largely under-served community.  There is 

also a market staffed by volunteers and built by 

donations that provides food and household 

supplies to those in need. 

 

Central to this community, Nathaniel Mission 

has been a spiritual center for area residents 

since it was first established in the 1930s. On 

Sunday mornings Nathaniel Mission hosts Bible 

Study, a hot breakfast, Sunday school classes, 

and opportunities for fellowship and worship.  

On Wednesday and Sunday evenings, following 

a 5:00 pm meal that is served to “anyone who 

is hungry”, there is worship.   

 

During the last few years, the number of 

individuals “who are hungry” has grown 

dramatically.  There is a growing number of 

homeless men and women who make their way 

each Sunday morning for breakfast, joining 

community residents.  Attendance varies 

between 80 and 195 people.  A hot breakfast is 

prepared each Sunday in the Mission’s tiny 

kitchen and served by volunteers from area 

churches in the Mission’s small dining room.   

 

In June 2000, Lexington announced the 

Newtown Pike Extension; a highway project 

that would displace the neighborhood while 

streamlining traffic from Interstates 64 & 75 

toward the University of Kentucky and 

downtown Lexington.  Construction is now at 

Nathaniel Mission’s front door. 

 

To make way, Nathaniel Mission is moving to its 

new location on Versailles Road in Lexington.  

All services will be relocated by April 2014.  The 

tiny kitchen and small dining room are being 

replaced with a new commercial kitchen and 

dining facility.  Funding has been obtained to 

underwrite construction costs for the 

relocation.   There is a need for funds to outfit 

the kitchen.  Pots, pans, knives, spoons, plates, 

cups, ladles – all are needed, but they need to 

all be commercial grade.   

 

Through the decades, United Methodist 

Women have supported Nathaniel Mission and 

the Mission community with our time, talents 

and financial support.  So we offer this to you - 

let’s have a virtual shower for Nathaniel 

Mission – a Mission Warming, if you will – 

where we can begin to underwrite the next 80 

years of service through financial contributions. 

 

Please send your tax deductible offering to: 

 

Nathaniel United Methodist Mission 

616 DeRoode Street, PO Box 31 

Lexington KY 40588 

 

Mark the memo line – Kitchen Supplies 

Thank you for your prayers and support. 
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OUR PURPOSE 
United Methodist Women shall 

be a community of women 

whose purpose is  

 

to know God and to experience 

freedom as whole persons 

through Jesus Christ;  
 

to develop a creative, supportive 

fellowship;  
 

and to expand concepts of 

mission through participation in 

the global ministries of the 

church. 

 

United Methodist Women 
Kentucky Conference NEWSLINK 

512 Pyke Road 

Lexington KY 40504 

Send comments regarding this publication by E-mail to: 

Lynn Osborne, Editor – lynn.d.osborne@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.kyumc.org/UMWomen   
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Calendar of Events – 2014 & beyond 
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January 16 2014  Children’s Advocacy Day – Frankfort KY  

 

April 25-27, 2014 United Methodist Women Assembly   
  Louisville Convention Center  

July 17-20, 2014 Mission u   
  Lindsey Wilson College  

October 25, 2014 Conference Annual Mission Celebration  
  Advance UMC, Flatwoods KY  

 


