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 As long as I can remember, my aunt and uncle have been “green”.  God used 
their lifestyle to make subtle impressions on me.  About six years ago, my family moved 
to Lexington, Kentucky.  On pretty days, I would pack up the kids and search for a city 
park to explore.  It was our way of exploring our new home. One day, I came across a 
delightful park with a community garden.  Our family loves local, fresh produce from the 
farmer’s market and from a crop share agreement with a local farm, so the sight of a 
garden brought me joy.  Little did I know God was preparing my heart for something un-
expected and exciting with these seemingly unrelated events.  

 Then it happened one day while out walking. “Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have a 
community garden at our church?”  It would be a great way to get to know others in our 
big church, bring our family together to serve, learn about gardening, and share good 
food with those less fortunate.  I don’t know if you noticed what I just wrote, but I will say 
it again, “I did not know how to garden.”  How would someone who didn’t know how to 
garden start a community garden?  That is often how God works, isn’t it?

 The details began to fall in place rapidly.  Three important things happened.  
First, I contacted our Pastor of Missions and began the process of getting a community 
garden at our church approved.  Additionally, the Pastor of Missions suggested bringing 
back an old program at our church called the Garden Mission Exchange (GME).  In this 
program, church members (or attendees) could bring any extra produce they had from 
home gardens.  They could swap out or donate the produce.  It also allowed those who 
did not garden to pick up fresh produce and leave a donation if they wished.  All leftover 
produce was given to the Women’s Hope Center and God’s Pantry and any donations 
put into the GME budget.  Secondly, unbeknownst to me, a Creation Care ministry was 
being launched at our church!  There was now a system of organization and a base of 
volunteers that shared a common interest.  God was providing more than I could imag-
ine each step of the way.  The last detail is my favorite.  A local leader with the Sustain-
able Communities Network held a workshop and compiled a manual on how to start 
your own community garden.  I emailed the Creation Care Ministry email list and one 
other volunteer decided to attend.  This attendee knew how to garden, had a passion for 
mission, and was a man who knew how to get things done! 

 In April we held a cookout kickoff and had 8 other interested persons attend.  
This group became our core group with the addition and subtraction of several other 
volunteers. In April we prepped two beds.  Our harvest would be shared by volunteers 
and fed into the GME. The wonderful thing was that these garden beds were already 
present but under utilized.  The only costs were adding new compost to the beds and 
the vegetables we planted, which were donated.  When the weather was right in May, a 
group met to plant tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, and zucchini squash.  The Commu-
nity Garden (CG) was now a reality!



 God provided much of the rain for the garden the first year. In July, once the gar-
den was flourishing, the core group met again for fellowship and discussed how to 
manage the GME and CG.  In the weekly bulletin, on the website, and on the Missions 
bulletin board notices were made about the CG and the GME programs.  The GME 
would run for about 6-8 weeks in July-August.

 Our first year, we did experience some problems.  What’s the best way to harvest 
and keep produce fresh for GME and other recipient ministries. How do you coordinate 
who is going to water? I might have a good rain at my home but no rain on the CG bed.  
Additionally, one bed was hard to water because it was not near a water spigot.  The 
water spigot had a special key for access which had to be obtained from a church staff 
person.  So watering on weekends was hard to coordinate.

Some problems will hopefully be relieved by having a broader volunteer base as 
well as more coordinated communication.  These are goals for 2010.  Although our CG 
team was not very big, we were able to form bridges to external secular and religious 
community groups that were working on community gardens, gleaning, and increasing 
sustainability practices.  For me, this was a way for the CG to move beyond our church 
and into the community.  It was an unexpected blessing.

 In October the beds were mulched over for the winter.  In January, goals were set 
for the 2010 CG Team.  Exciting things are underway for this year.  The garden is ex-
panding through the help of an Eagle Scout project.  Also the scope of the CG is grow-
ing to include restoration of a wonderful outdoor amphitheater and hiking trail that exists 
on the church grounds.  The CG team has begun working on this with the help of an-
other Eagle Scout project and through a grant by our local government.  

 I have been amazed how God has equipped the CG team with just what it needs 
and when it needs it.  No detail is too small.  As summer approaches I get almost giddy 
as I think of what God has in store for our gardens this year!

For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the 
Sovereign LORD will make righteousness and praise spring up before all nations.

        Isaiah 61:11




