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 Do You MISSION u: 
 

We hope that by now everyone knows that School of 

Christian Mission is OLD NEWS and the NOW, new 

thing is Mission u:  And it’s coming in July and we 

want you to come join us to make this New thing the 

Best.  So put July 18-21 on your calendar, fill out the 

registration form that you will find in this newsletter, 

order your study books from your Program Resources 

Coordinator and get Mission Minded.  

 

Our theme this year is Learning Together For The Transformation Of The World.  Rev Ted 

Beam returns to us and Lindsey Wilson to lead us in our Issue Study – Poverty. Our leaders 

for the Spiritual Growth study – The Call: Living Sacramentally, Walking Justly - are Rev Bill 

Taylor, Rev Mary Kathryn Pearce, and Charlotte Sowards.  The Roma of Europe rounds out 

our catalog with leaders Marty and Susie Kalz (leading separate classes), and Mark Elliot.  

Mary Jo Barbour and Libby Watson will lead our children’s study on Migration.  And our 

youth class on Migration is led by the team of Kenya Cummings and Krystal Conway.  

 

After much prayerful consideration, the Mission u: team has found it necessary to increase 

the registration fee to make it possible to cover our costs in presenting this mission study.  

Please carefully read the registration information on the enclosed form.  If you have any 

questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or any member of the Conference Mission 

Team. 

 

We cannot wait to share the Mission u: experience with you.  Why don’t you invite 

someone to share it with you? 

 

Your Sister in Christ, 

Debbie Rowley 
2013 Dean, Mission u:  
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Mission u: – What’s in Store for 2013? 

Here’s a quick glimpse of the studies for this year.   

Join us at Lindsey Wilson College in Columbia.  

The registration form is included in this issue of 

Newslink. 

 

 

Spiritual Growth Study  

The Call: Living Sacramentally, Walking Justly 

This study offers tools to deepen spiritual 

identity, engagement in community and 

involvement in mission, looking at the 

sacramental understandings of baptism and 

communion and lifting up models of response to 

God’s call. 

 

Geographic Mission Study 

The Roma of Europe 

This book will introduce you to the Roma, with an 

emphasis on Eastern Europe. You will discover 

their history up to and including the twentieth 

century. You can look into the ways they are 

treated in contemporary European culture. You 

will also be able to learn about their lifestyle and 

spirituality, and investigate ways the church and 

other organizations are working alongside the 

Roma. 

 

Issue Mission Study  

Poverty 

Participants in the Poverty mission study will 

engage in deepening their understanding of the 

realities of poverty and be invited to commit to 

solidarity with the poor through accompaniment 

and advocacy. 

A word from the Vice President 

 

It pays to look ahead, doesn't it? I used to think 

when I was in college that I did my best work 

when my back was to the wall, and I just 

absolutely had to do the work the night before a 

paper was due! Now, it seems that we are even 

busier than ever. It helps to plan and work ahead.  

 

When I was young I thought when I got older, I 

would have all kinds of time and could just do 

whatever I wanted. Now we have found the value 

of planning ahead.  

 

When planning your fall meetings, try to make 

your programming plans now; talk to your fellow 

United Methodist Women for program ideas - 

involve everyone - and then sit back and relax for 

the summer, knowing that you have planned the 

best fall meeting ever.   It will be here before you 

know it.  

 

By the way, be sure to mark on your calendar the 

date for the Conference Annual Mission 

Celebration on Saturday, October 26th in the 

Prestonsburg District at Louisa UMC as we tell the 

Deaconess and Home Missioner story. It won't be 

a great celebration without you. 

 

Pat Workins,  
KY Conference Vice-President 

 

 Learn about the Deaconess and Home 

Missioners programs  

Go to http://new.gbgm-

umc.org/umw/programs/deaconesses/ 

 
Deaconesses, who are laywomen, and home 

missioners, who are laymen form a covenant 

community that is rooted in Scripture, informed by 

history, driven by mission, ecumenical in scope, and 

global in outreach. This community of laity has 

responded to the call of God in their lives and has been 

commissioned by The United Methodist Church in a 

life-time relationship to full-time ministries of love, 

justice, and service 
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CREATING LIMITLESS POSSIBILITIES 

LIMITLESS 2012 

 

This past summer Deanna, Abby, and Lori 

Brandon attended a United Methodist Women 

event at Duke University with women from all 

across the United States. It was a wonderful 

opportunity to explore the future of United 

Methodist Women with women of all different 

ages and stages- especially younger women. 

LIMITLESS was a four day long experience filled 

with worship, outreach to the community in an 

Ubuntu day of service, classes where we learned 

about new ways to reach out to local United 

Methodist Women, and of course... Dancing!  

 Working on a project at LIMITLESS 

 

The event was so successful in part because 

young women were included in the planning. 

Each conference sponsored one youth aged 14-

17, one young adult aged 18-30, and one mentor. 

While at LIMITLESS each team constructed a plan 

to incorporate younger women into the body of 

United Methodist Women. Our plan for the 

Kentucky Conference consisted of speaking at our 

General UMW meeting last October about our 

experience, setting up a booth at Annual 

Conference to spotlight LIMITLESS and holding an 

event for young women in our district possibly 

including seasoned members.  

 

So far, we have spoken to General Conference, 

and Deanna and Abby (the youth and young adult 

representatives) have joined their local unit as 

members-at-large. They are in the process of 

starting their own circle with young women from 

their church. Hopefully this fall we will hold a 

District-wide event. All our goals need to be 

completed before the April 2014 meeting of 

Assembly in Louisville, KY where we will all gather 

back together once again. With God's help and 

guidance and your prayers, we'll do just that! 

 

Lori Brandon 
Owensboro District 

Spiritual Growth, Settle Memorial 
 

 

And MORE for a younger perspective 

 

Several years ago, I started thinking about doing 

something with the girls to introduce them to 

United Methodist Women. I knew I was being 

nudged along from “Up Above,” because my 

feelings just got stronger and stronger, but I just 

didn’t know what direction to take. Then we had 

the blessing of our Radcliff United Methodist 

Women’s quilts in church one Sunday. The young 

girls were so interested that I saw I had the 

perfect opportunity. 
 

We started in 2008 with 4 girls and 2 adults. Now 

we have 15 on our list and average 10-12 each 

week. We meet each Tuesday evening when 

school is in session. The girls have to be 4th grade 

or older to participate, and we currently have 

several girls just waiting for 4th grade so they can 

join. 

 

The Smitcher name comes from combining 

“Smiling Stitchers” (just what they are – a bunch 

of happy girls). We have a sewing room at church 

where we meet that we share with the ladies’ 

Circle.   The girls are learning to sew.  Supplies, 

books, etc. are all supplied by our local United 

Methodist Women.   

 

We start the year making little projects they can 

take home. At Christmas, they make gifts for the 

nursing home residents. We begin working on the 

baby quilts for the ABC Quilt project after 

Christmas Holiday break.  
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Besides sewing, the girls are learning about 

United Methodist Women. We use the Prayer 

Calendar at each meeting and talk about the 

missionaries and mission sites as we pray for 

those listed that day. Each girl has the name of a 

mission worker who shares her birthday. They 

send cards and write notes to that person on 

Thanksgiving, Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Easter 

and the end of the year. The girls participate in 

the Reading Program by reading the books from 

the Children’s list. The girls also add their 

offerings to our “Penny and a Prayer” Container. 

We end each session with a short devotion (right 

now we are using a book for ages 9-12 on the 

Parables) and prayer. The girls are eager to take 

turns reading from the Prayer Calendar, Bible and 

devotion book (we don’t “make” anyone read if 

they don’t volunteer.) They go around the table 

and ask for special prayer concerns. 
 

We have 3 or 4 girls who come with friends and 

this is the only “church” experience these girls 

have.  

 

Suzanne Tigges 
Communications Coordinator 

Elizabethtown District & Radcliff UMC 

 

 

From the Committee on Nominations 

 

The Committee on Nominations has a big job, but 

with God's help - and yours - we know the job will 

get done.  How can you help?  Please  

prayerfully consider completing a Talent Bank 

Form for yourself, or encourage others you know 

to complete one.  We are attempting to build up 

our talent bank, not just for this year, but for 

future years.  The form can be copied from the 

2012 Directory, or contact one of us on the 

Committee and we will get one to you.  They will  

also be available at Mission u. 

    

Betty G. Rush,  
Chairperson, KY Conference  

Committee on Nominations. 

FROM THE TREASURER’S LEDGER! 
 

 Greetings from 

the Treasurer’s 

Ledger!!  The 

year 2013 is 

going to be 

exciting 

especially if you 

are a United Methodist Woman.  There are so 

many new and awesome opportunities for each 

and every one of us to serve women, children and 

youth right in our own community and across the 

country.  Each one of us as a United Methodist 

Woman is called to share the faith, hope and love 

and put all three into action so others will visibly 

see the fruits you bear and they will know that 

United Methodist Women are not just couch 

potatoes.   

 

For the first 

quarter 2013, 

we sent 

$39,513.55 to 

Women’s 

Division.  Of 

that, 

$34,132.97 was for undesignated giving and 

$5,380.58 was for designated giving.  A couple of 

the districts have contributed substantial funds to 

the ADD 2013 campaign.  To date $2,143.00 has 

been sent in, narrowing the 2013 KY Conference 

UMW budget deficit to $4,122.00.  KY United 

Methodist Women are AWESOME!!!! 

 

As you journey through the second quarter of 

2013, why not emphasize CANDLE BURNING by 

honoring a loved one or someone special.  The 

money collected is an avenue of mission giving.  

The amounts per second, minute, etc. are listed in 

the 2013 KY Conference Directory of which your 

president has a copy.  You might also want to 

consider A PENNY AND A PRAYER - again an 

avenue of mission giving that can put prayer back 

into our giving.  Members are asked to give one 

extra penny a day and a prayer for all the work 

that United Methodist are doing in mission. 
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The world is hurting so I challenge each and every 

one of you wonderful United Methodist ladies to 

just take the time to smile to that someone who 

has crossed your path, then speak to them kind 

words or maybe even do a small deed for them, 

and then ask if you could just say a small prayer 

for them.  You just never know when you will be 

JESUS to someone you don’t even know. 

  

Shalom, 

 

Betty Dodson 
KY Conference Treasurer 

859-653-5148 

vetteso@fuse.net 
 

 

  

MISSION RESOURCES  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

  

Dear Friends 

It was wonderful to see so many at The Spring 

Retreat. Kudos to Patsy for such a wonderful 

setting, speakers and food (yum)! 

 

You have May, June and July to enter the contest 

for the Kindle.  If you were not aware of the 

contest let me explain.  This is my last year as 

your Secretary of Program Resources and in an 

effort to boost reading and Thank You All for the 

privilege to serve you, my husband and I are 

giving away a Kindle at Annual Meeting.  To enter 

you must simply attend a Conference event 

(Retreat, Mission u and/or Annual Meeting).  

Please be sure you register for the event at the 

sign in tables, as registration is your entry ticket. 

You may also enter by reading; for each level you 

complete you are eligible for 1 entry; i.e.  if you 

read to level 4 you have 4 entries.  You must have 

your report to your local SPR by Aug 15 and she 

will have a special report to send to me in order 

to register you with me.  Please remember the 

reading program ends July 31. 

 

If you are interested in placing a pre-order for 

reading books, study books and/or handbooks for 

Mission u:, please contact me by email, or phone 

if you do not have email.  You may pre-order your 

books up until June 30.  The books you pre-order 

will be pulled from the books I receive first and 

you do not have to pay for them until you pick 

them up at Mission u. 

 

If you have any questions about the contest, pre-

orders or any problems with ordering or you need 

my help in any way, please do not hesitate to 

contact me. 

 

A last thought, if you feel in any way that you 

would like to serve on the Conference Team, 

please be sure to submit a Talent Bank Form.  If 

you need one contact me or Betty Rush.  My job 

is open at the end of this year and if you are the 

least bit interested please call me and I will fill 

you in on the job responsibilities and the 

blessings.  (There are many more blessings than 

responsibilities!!!) 

 

 “Lord---let this be a flip flop day.  Amen” 

 

Your Sister in Christ, 

 

Sherry L Mattingly 
KY Conference  

Secretary of Program Resources 

 

 

� A quick note from Debbie Rowley � 

 

Greetings! 

If anyone (especially Secretaries) has any changes 

for the 2013 Conference Directory please get 

them to me as soon as possible. Thank you!  

Debbie Rowley, KY Conf. Secretary.  

Via e-mail: debwic@aol.com  

or USPS to: 221 E Elm St, Marion KY 42064. 

 



 

 

    

OUR PURPOSE 

The organized unit of United 

Methodist Women shall be a 

community of women whose 

purpose is  

 

to know God and to experience 

freedom as whole persons 

through Jesus Christ;  
 

to develop a creative, supportive 

fellowship;  
 

and to expand concepts of 

mission through participation in 

the global ministries of the 

church. 

United Methodist Women 
Kentucky Conference NEWSLINK 

512 Pyke Road 

Lexington KY 40504 

Send comments regarding this publication by E-mail to: 

Lynn Osborne, Editor - lynnosborne@insightbb.com 

Website: http://www.kyumc.org/UMWomen   

 

  

 

Return Service Requested 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Calendar of Events – 2013 & beyond 

 
 

Non-Profit Org 

US Postage PAID 

Lexington KY 

Permit No 754 

July 18 – 21 Mission u (formerly School of Christian Mission) 

                Lindsey Wilson College, Columbia KY 

October 26 17
th

 Annual KY Conference  

  Mission Celebration 

  Prestonsburg District 
             Louisa UMC, Louisa KY 

February 2014  Children’s Advocacy Day – Frankfort KY  

April 25-27, 2014 United Methodist Women Assembly   
  Louisville Convention Center  


