
Our Mission is to be 
faithful disciples of a 
loving God, and offer 
our best to embody the 
real presence of Christ 
in the world.
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Nathaniel United Methodist Mission in Lexington, 
Kentucky, operates a free vision, dental, medical 
clinic and food pantry that serves thousands of 
clients each year and has been providing holistic 
care since the 1930’s.  But perhaps the best 
illustration of our Mission is found with Stanley.  
Since 1995 Stanley has been arrested in excess of 
215 times, mostly for alcohol intoxication. Alcohol 
is a way of life for Stanley.  Stanley’s appearance 
is what one may expect of a homeless person, 
dirty, disheveled, and a beard that would rival 
Santa’s.  Stanley is one of those folks that, if 
you encountered him at a stop light, you would 
automatically lock your car doors.

The Mission operates an 8 week summer program 
for children.  Part of the program includes field 
trips, Bible School activities, and lunch.  One day 
Stanley came to the Mission around lunch time and 
began to work his way to the kitchen.  Along the 
way all the children greeted him as did the adult 
leaders. They all, in one way or another, welcomed 
Stanley.  When Stanley reached the kitchen, before 
he asked for lunch, he exclaimed “Everyone likes 
me here!”  

In the past year, the Mission has rededicated itself 
to being a place where all will be treated as who 
they are, a child of God created in God’s Image.  
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Your giving through
Our Mission Covenant 

makes connectional stories 
like this one possible.
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