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Adventures in Church Planting 
By Rosario Picardo, Pastor, Embrace UMC 
 
My First Recruit…Well Kinda 

 
My life and ministry experiences gave me a unique skill set and desire for church 
planting. My skills were developed while working at my first appointment at The 
Rock La Roca in every role from pastor to custodian. My heart for church planting 
was fostered through experiences that had left me a broken man. I had found 
healing in my brokenness through my relationship with Christ, and I wanted other 
broken people to experience the same healing I found. This desire spurred the 
vision of planting Embrace Church. 
 
I pitched the idea about planting a church to New Church and Congregational 
Development (NCCD), and they supported it. NCCD was established to encourage 
church plants and planters within the United Methodist Church in Kentucky. Young 
people between the ages of 18-35, especially men, are virtually nonexistent in the 
church. Without younger people coming in and taking the reins, churches will begin 
to die. I had a challenge in front of me, but knew with God’s help it could be 
accomplished. 
 
I decided I’d better get to work. I started meeting everybody and anybody to ask 
them to be a part of this new church. My first recruit didn’t exactly work out so 
much as you can tell from my journal entry, “Dude, Where’s My Car?”: 

 
There are some things seminary just doesn’t teach you. I paid $50,000 for an 
education I could have gotten by just living in the 40505 zip. Life in the “05” 
has been my schoolmaster over the past few years, especially in the last 48 
hours. It all started when I came home from Aaron’s house where we were 
watching Office Space. I came in about halfway into the movie, and then 
Peter came by a few minutes later. We were all cracking up hysterically, 
specifically when I said the boss Lumbergh looked like one of my seminary 
profs. After the movie, Peter took me home. I noticed my roommate was out. 
I started getting worried because I noticed his bike was gone and it was 11 
p.m. I was alarmed because he’s usually in bed by 9:30 p.m. I knew 
something was wrong at that point. I decided I was going to look for him 
around 7th street because it is a huge drug-trafficking area. I grabbed my 
keys and left the house only to say, “Dude, where’s my car?” It was then 
that I knew Dustin took off with it. I called Peter back because I knew he was 
up. Peter picked me up around 12:30 to go look for my car and Dustin. As 
we were driving along, we were being solicited for drugs left and right. What 
are two young, white guys doing creeping in a vehicle after dark on 7th 
Street? There was no sign of Dustin so I went home. I decided I was going to 



call the police and tell them my car was stolen. While on the phone with the 
police officer, there was a knock on the door. It was Aaron along with Dustin. 
Dustin had been up all night and wanted a place to lie down for an hour. I 
couldn’t let him in because I knew as soon as he got up he would need 
another fix and my whole house would be empty. Dustin told me my car was 
at a nearby house at the Lighthouse Recovery Ministries. Dustin had taken 
my watches, knives, some money, and sold my car for $20! Here is where it 
gets weirder. Aaron and I went on a reconnaissance mission to steal my car 
back. When I got into my car, I noticed a burned mark on my floor from 
crack that had been smoked and fallen. As I was pulling out, a prostitute 
tried to get into my passenger seat. When Aaron and I get back to my house, 
we called Tey, the director of the Lighthouse. Tey said that the guy who 
bought my car was complaining to her how two African-Americans came and 
stole his car. Since I couldn’t let Dustin in the house, I made him sleep in the 
garage. I came and sat with him a few hours and I could tell how sorry he 
was. The person who stole from me and sold my car was not Dustin but in 
the grip that the cocaine had on him. I loved him like a brother and still do. I 
could tell that he was repentant. We ended up taking him to detox. I am still 
going to work with Dustin because I believe in God’s plan for his life. 

 
Church planting didn’t seem to be off to a very good start. I was left hurt and in 
disbelief again. I knew I couldn’t give up and needed to develop a strategy quickly 
before discouragement set in. I needed God’s wisdom to help plan what he wanted 
this church to look like. All I knew to do was pray! 
 
Volunteer Promotes Scouting in Kentucky 

Article courtesy of General Commission on United Methodist Men 
 
Steve Bays, a 20 year scouting volunteer with Summit Heights United Methodist 
Church (Louisville District), is serving as one of four scouting ministry specialists in 
the state. 
 
A former scouting coordinator for the 250-member congregation, Steve has held 
several positions with Cub Pack and Boy Scout Troop 341, and you will frequently 
find him serving as a chaplain on unit and district campouts. 
 
Summit Heights also hosts several Girl Scout troops and a Venture Crew. 
 
“I work closely with our pastor and Steve Berry, the conference scouting 
coordinator, to make sure we support all of our groups,” said Steve. “I also help 
plan annual Boy and Girl Scout Sundays when I have nominated and helped present 
Cross & Flame awards to deserving adult leaders.” 
 
The veteran Scout leader also assisted in getting Troop 341 a “Bishop’s Award of 
Excellence.” 
 



Steve now helps area churches understand the value of religious awards and 
studies sponsored by St. Louis-based Programs of Religious Activities with Youth 
(PRAY), formerly known as the God and Country Program.  
 
A graduate of religious-emblems training at the Philmont Scout Ranch near 
Cimarron, N.M., Steve now serves as counselor for all Scout groups related to 
Summit Heights, and he has taught studies for all four age groups: God and Me 
(grades 1-3), God and Family (grades 4-5), God and Church (grades 6-8), and God 
and Life (grades 9-12). 
 
He also serves as religious emblems coordinator for the local Boy Scout Council, 
and he chairs a committee composed of representatives from several 
denominations. He is presently recruiting coordinators for each of the nine districts 
in the council. 
 
You will see Steve at annual conference where he will host a scouting display next 
to the United Methodist Men’s table. You will also find him operating similar displays 
at various scout celebrations or training events around the scout council. 
 
As a scouting ministry specialist, Steve works closely with the conference scouting 
coordinator, the district superintendent, conference staff, and leaders of United 
Methodist Men. 
 
If your church would be interested in learning how scouting can expand its ministry 
to the community and how the religious emblem program can enrich Christian 
education opportunities, contact Steve at stevebays@bellsouth.net.  
 
“I have a promotion kit including samples of the PRAY books, awards literature, a 
display board and a PowerPoint presentation that is ready to take whenever I am 
called to give a presentation,” said Steve. “I enjoy helping churches learn more 
about how to make scouting an important ministry for their church and increasing 
the awareness of the religious awards to help boys and girls learn more about their 
faith and doing their duty to God.” 
 
Steve concludes, “Being a scouting ministry specialist is very rewarding and you will 
receive a lot of assistance from PRAY and the General Commission on United 
Methodist Men.” 
 
Other scouting ministry specialists in Kentucky include Andrew Baker, Georgetown; 
Whitney Dunlap, Richmond; and Steve Richards, Maysville. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a scouting ministry specialist, contact LaNisha 
Sayles (LSayles@gcumm.org) for information.  
 
 
 
 
 



Support from Many Sources Makes Isaiah Project Possible 
By Tom Smith, Director of Ministerial Services 
 
Many of you have heard of the Isaiah Project. This is our third year for this program 
designed to allow young people the opportunity to explore their calling in a ministry 
setting over the summer. The Project has continued to grow and gain exposure. 
The first year, we placed 6 young people. Last year we were able to place 15. This 
year we will place 16 young people in a variety of ministry settings from local 
churches of all sizes to places like Portland Promise Center, the Methodist Home 
and Red Bird Missionary Conference. We are thrilled at the diversity of those 
persons who will be placed. These young people come from all walks of life and 
represent the fullness of the Kingdom. Look for profiles and more information soon. 
 
I have said all of that in order to say this. We are pleased to announce that the 
Isaiah Project has a new partner this year. David Bowles and KUMF (Kentucky 
United Methodist Foundation) have informed us that we will be receiving a grant 
from them to further provide opportunities to develop these young leaders. Also, 
the Magee Christian Education Foundation has, for the second year, awarded the 
Isaiah Project a grant of$5,000 to be used in partnering with a local setting. The 
Children and Poverty Task Force has also given us a grant again this year. So we 
have three partners who are assisting with outside-the-budget funding. 
 
The Isaiah Project is exciting, not only because of its development of young 
leaders, but also because it shows what can be done through partnering together. 
The financial resources committed by local churches to Our Mission Together which 
funds the Board of Ordained Ministry, the local churches and institutions taking 
interns, the foundations and groups providing outside-the-budget funding through 
grants and your generous offering at the Ordination Service will continue to change 
lives and develop leaders who can lead our great church into God’s preferred 
future.  
 
I am overwhelmed with gratitude at the vision each of our partners has shown by 
their support of the Isaiah Project. I know you celebrate with me the call placed 
upon the lives of these young people, but also rejoice in the commitment made by 
so many that makes this possible. 
 
Golden Disciples – Food for Thought 
By Anita Kuvin 
 
Scripture of the Month 
Song of Songs 2: 1-2: I am a rose of Sharon… Like a lily among thorns is my 
darling among the maidens. 
 
Thoughts for the Month 

The story is told of a woman who prepared a new bed for roses in her back yard. 
She was amazed with the choices shown in rose catalogues: a white John F. 
Kennedy, pink Peggy Lee, red Mr. Lincoln…  She decided that she would plant her 
own “Celebrity Rose Garden,” so she bought a dozen rose bushes of different colors 



and sizes, planted them and invited all her friends to help her celebrate its 
completion.   
 
As the gardener unveiled each rose bush, her friends were amazed to find their own 
names beside the bushes, but the bush in the middle remained a mystery.  As the 
gardener unveiled the white rose bush in the center of all the others, her label read, 
“The Rose of Sharon.” She explained, “This One is the love of my life, and 
everything centers around Him!”  
 
Prayer of the Month 
Dear Lord, there are so many “celebrities” in life vying for our attention. May we 
always place Christ in the center of our affections, so that all our other loves will fall 
into place.   
 
Senior Ministry Tip 
Ask what you need to do to truly place Christ in the center of your life, and share 
the message of His love with others.    
 
 
Something Big: Portland Peaceball Set to Break Record 
By Larry Stoess, Executive Director, Portland Promise Center 
 
This is a picture of the Soon-To-Be WORLD’S LARGEST BALL OF TAPE taken in front 
of the Argon Building in Louisville.   
  
At the time of the picture the ball weighed 1600 pounds. At Portland Promise 
Center Side by Side Banquet on May 21, the ball will weigh more than 1863 
pounds, and the Promise Center Kids will be recognized by Guinness Book of World 
Records for their record-breaking accomplishment.   
  
The Promise Center Kids want to invite you to the event to celebrate with them.    
  
At the event, the Promise Center Kids will help host you to a delightful evening that 
includes a silent and live auction, a gourmet buffet, and a tour of the 1800 Building 
that is under renovation.   
  
The Community Peace Ball was an idea the Promise Center Kids had to help raise 
awareness and funds for the building project. It turned out to be a BIG Success and 
GREW into a community art project with over 1000 people helping break the 
world’s record.      
  
The Side by Side Banquet is May 21, 5:30 p.m., at the 1800 Building on Baird 
Street in Louisville.  
 
 
 


