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Report from the 2011 Kentucky Annual Conference 
By Cathy Bruce 
 
More than 1,200 United Methodists felt God’s presence during the 2011 Kentucky 
Annual Conference session, held June 8-11 in Covington, KY. 
“Called by Christ, Sent to Sow” was the theme for this year's conference, and that 
theme was evident throughout our time together. Even the visuals on stage carried 
a rustic theme to remind us that we are all called to be sowers of God's Word.  
 
In the opening worship, Rev. Rebecca Curry, Louisville District Superintendent and 
Assistant to the Bishop of the Kentucky Annual Conference, preached a sermon 
titled “Celebrating the Sower.” She encouraged those present to "give thanks for 
those who have gone before us and the seeds they planted," We also remembered 
19 clergy and clergy spouses who died in the past year. The opening worship 
concluded with the serving of Holy Communion. 
Our other worship services consisted of: 

• The Ordination and Commissioning Service, where fourteen people 
were commissioned as Provisional Members, two were recognized as 
Associate Members, and eight were ordained as Elders in Full 
Connection. Bishop James Swanson of the Holston Conference 
preached on “The Essential Nature of the Call.”  

• The Retirement Service, where the Conference recognized, with 
gratitude, the ministry of 18 clergy who are retiring from active 
service this year. The Rev. Dr. Eddie Fox’s sermon was “Therefore, by 
God’s Grace, We Do Not Lose Heart.” 

• Our Mission and Ministry Night, where we were again treated to a 
sermon by Dr. Fox. Our mission offering was collected, and 
over$82,000 was raised to plant a new church in Thailand and to help 
support the Seminary of the United Methodist Church in Venezuela as 
they prepare their young clergy to be church planters. 

 
In keeping with our theme, the three Bible study leaders were pastors who have 
recently planted new churches. Rev. Rosario Picardo, Rev. Brian Ebel and Rev. Matt 
Johnson shared their stories of how they planted God's word and have come to see 
the fruit of their labor. We were also introduced to three new church planters: Rev. 
Mark Windley and Rev. Anthony Everett, who will plant new churches in the 
upcoming year, and Rev. Chris Campbell, who will be called upon to revitalize an 
existing congregation. Stories of other new church starts were shared via video 
presentations interspersed throughout plenary sessions. 
 
During our business sessions, awards were given to churches that have hosted 
refugee families, implemented special needs ministries, and shown exceptional 
growth. The Harry Denman Evangelism Awards are given to individuals who have a 



passion for evangelism and make an impact on The United Methodist Church. Those 
receiving Denman awards this year were Bryce Osborne, Linda Gayheart and Don 
Barnett. Awards were also given to those clergy members who have reached the 
milestones of 25 and 50 years of service. 
 
Delegates were elected to represent the Kentucky Conference at the 2012 General 
Conference and Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference. Clergy delegates to General 
Conference are Debbie Wallace-Padgett, Bill T. Arnold, Tom Grieb, Mike Powers, 
Maxie Dunnam and Thomas W. Smith; laity delegates are Carol Ackley, Michael B. 
Watts, Linda Underwood King, Ed Shytle, John R. Denham and Jayne Squires. 
Delegates to Jurisdictional Conference are the above-named clergy plus Julie Hager 
Love, Eliseo Mejia-Leiva, Rebecca Curry, Tamara Brown, John Hatton and David 
Grout. The laity delegates are the above-named laity plus Jan Brown-Thompson, 
Linda Gayheart, Terry Cunningham, Chrysanthia Carr-Seals, John Crissman and 
Nancy Wetzel. The clergy alternates are Brian Ebel, Charles Brockwell and Elvyn 
Hamilton. The laity alternates are Lewis D. Nicholls, Brenda Glover and Tim Roach.  
 
Other business at this year's conference included recognizing this year’s LACE (the 
Lay Academy of Church Excellence) graduates. We continued to celebrate our 
partnership with the Red Bird Missionary Conference.  Rev. Farley Stuart, 
Superintendent of the Red Bird Missionary Conference, brought greetings. Pam 
Buck from United Methodist Communications discussed Impact Appalachia, a one-
day service event in which community and church volunteers from the Kentucky 
Conference and Red Bird Conference will work together on service projects in the 
Red Bird Conference. Rev. Stuart explained that the goal is to have over 200 people 
from the Kentucky Conference work at Impact Appalachia.  Conference members 
also approved the 2012 budget, which will keep spending at the same level as 
2011. In one of the more exciting developments, the Rev. Dr. Debbie Wallace-
Padgett was nominated and endorsed for the Episcopacy in the Southeastern 
Jurisdiction. 
 
Over 800 people participated in more than 24 projects in our second annual 
Afternoon of Service, where conference members give back to the community by 
doing service in the area where we are meeting. This year 58 people donated blood 
to the local blood bank, 600 agape letters were written to missionaries and military 
personnel, and over 1,500 health kits were assembled for UMCOR. Volunteers also 
led worship services at nursing homes, served meals at the Grace Campus of 
Immanuel UMC, did repairs at the Ida Spence Mission, and delivered books to 
children living in the area surrounding Ida Spence. 
 
For the second year, people not in attendance were able to follow the activities of 
the conference sessions via live streaming. Over 500 unique viewers, both 
nationally and internationally, watched at least some portion of the conference. 
 
Membership in the Kentucky Annual Conference stands at 150,822 people, down 
1,230 people from the previous year. Average worship attendance stands at 56,571 
people, down 1,320 people from the previous year and average church school 
attendance stands at 26,878 down 980 people from last year. 



Stories from the 2011 Afternoon of Service 
 
More than 800 people took part in the second Afternoon of Service at the 2011 Kentucky Annual 
Conference. Projects included delivering food to local food banks, assembling health kits for 
UMCOR, making repairs and distributing books at Ida Spence Mission, and serving meals at 
Immanuel UMC’s Grace Campus. There was also a blood drive.  
  
We asked AOS participants to share their memories of June 10, what they did and where they 
saw God that day.  

 
Betty Rush, Settle Memorial UMC (Owensboro District) 
During the Afternoon of Service, I helped with the UMCOR Health Kits.  I see God 
as these kits, including the bare necessities, are distributed to persons who have 
lost everything during a disaster. 
 
Steve Pescosolido, Trinity UMC (Columbia District) 

Prayer Walk Leader – Madison Ave. to 12th Street 
Looking through a large window on the second story of the Convention Center, our 
Prayer Walk group was given a visual tour of the city. Since the rain was so heavy, 
we elected to find a vantage point where we could see our assigned route. The 
window we found looked south down Madison Avenue – through the very heart of 
Covington. The group learned of the struggles of church life in Covington. Being the 
former Grace location pastor (Immanuel UMC), I shared with the group the realities 
of life in Covington. They learned of the challenges to establishing a church in 
Covington. If a church does open, that new congregation will have to work with the 
homeless, with the addicted, with the mentally ill, with the single parent family, and 
with the occasional committed Christian. The group learned how the city 
administration tries to push the homeless and low-income persons south – away 
from the riverfront. They learned that Covington used to be place of large 
congregations and now is almost devoid of functional congregations. They learned 
that Covington used to be a place of crime, vice and sexual immorality and is now 
trying to clean up its name. They also learned that there are places where persons 
can eat lunch and supper for free. And that there is a cold shelter in the winter 
months. 
 
After I shared about these challenges, each person in the group took an area of 
need and led the group in agreement prayer interceding for that need. The eight 
person group prayed for at least these needs in Covington: Churches, Addictions, 
Community Relationships, Employment, Homeless persons and Help Agencies. This 
was a very needed and meaningful ministry that the members of the Annual 
Conference offered. I am glad that the Annual Conference offers so much help in so 
many areas in Covington and surrounding cities through the Afternoon of Service. 
 
Charles & Mary Ann Brockwell, Fourth Avenue UMC (Louisville District) 

We participated in distributing books to children in the Ida Spence Mission 
neighborhood.  It was a joy to talk with the young moms and their children in their 
homes, and to visit (Latin, visere -- to look upon attentively) briefly with others 
sitting outside their apartments that hot afternoon. We believe people received an 



affirmation from the United Methodist Church that, "What happens to me matters to 
God." 
 
Mary Jo Cain, Flemingsburg First UMC (Ashland District)   

I went to my room and arrived late for the afternoon of service.  My name was not 
on the list, and I had forgotten my shirt and left it at home. I went in anyway and 
worked on cutting labels for Red Bird Missionary Conference.  With sore fingers 
from arthritis, I worked with scissors.  Everyone was working hard at the project. 
One of the fellow workers took notice of me and asked if I needed a massage. He 
said that I was working hard.  He came over and gave me a massage. I told him 
that another lady there was having neck problem and he gave her a massage also. 
How blessed we were to have someone to give us this special treatment.   
 
Val Johnson, Smith Chapel Circuit (Elizabethtown District) 

My husband, granddaughter, and I served a meal at the Echo Kitchen. Our 
granddaughter Piper, who is 7, was very concerned about the children who came in 
and felt that it was her job to make them feel at home. She greeted them and 
asked how they were. She shared her gum and even prayed for one child who told 
her he was afraid sometimes. When we got into the car she told us this: God used 
me today as hands and voice of love to help those children know Jesus cares. We 
were blessed.   
 
Michael McArter, Milton UMC (Frankfort District) 
I was glad to have the opportunity to serve as a member of the group who wrote 
the Agape letters. This was my first time to serve in this area, and I appreciated the 
gracious leadership of Ken Jessee and Howard Reynolds (who both have the gifts to 
equip a group for the task and put the participants at ease as well). 
 
Those of us at my table shared our sense of hesitation about what to write (writer's 
block?), but after a time of sharing our self-doubts, we settled into our work. It was 
helpful to have the names and addresses of United Methodist Missionaries to write, 
and we were provided the paper, envelopes, and cards to use freely. 
 
I definitely viewed it as a ministry of encouragement (in the manner of Barnabus, 
"the son of encouragement or consolation," as he is mentioned in Acts 4: 36). 
 
I attempted to offer words of hope, inspiration, and prayerful support in the cards 
and letters I wrote. I reminded the missionaries that their work had not been 
forgotten by the Lord or by persons such as me. I expressed the thoughts that 
although I did not understand what they were going through, at the same time I 
offered prayers for the Lord to richly bless them in their missionary work and to lift 
them up as they faced the challenges and trials that confronted them along the 
way. 
 
We did not know any of these persons we wrote, but I believe it was a good way to 
live out our connectionalism as United Methodists as we attempted to demonstrate 
friendship and Christian love by writing these letters. 
 



A by-product of the afternoon of service was the wonderful fellowship and sense of 
Christian spirit that was taking place around our table(s) as we shared this work 
together. 
 
This is what the afternoon of service should be all about! 
 
Johnny E. Craig, Vine Grove UMC (Elizabethtown District) 

I wrote agape letters to missionaries as my Afternoon of Service area. Having been 
on one out of country mission excursion to Honduras some years ago, I had some 
idea of what they do, at least a taste. As I prayed about and wrote words of simple 
encouragement, I felt somehow connected to the persons in mission full time. We 
all have challenges in life and ministry, and I felt like the letters could at least give 
them a lift should they be experiencing some sort of discouragement. I know how it 
feels to get a small note or letter from someone occasionally, and how it 
encourages me.  I also prayed for each one in the letter and as I wrote and kept 
the list for prayers even now. 
 
OmaDell Rounsaville, Camp Ground UMC (Elizabethtown District) 
I met senior ladies at the Covington Ladies' Home, where we washed windows and 
cleaned porches. We were really impressed with the "at home" atmosphere of this 
residence which began for single and senior adult women. I have always had a 
special place in my heart for senior adults, and I experience God as I try to do 
special errands for these treasures of God's love. 
 
Bill Rounsaville, Camp Ground UMC (Elizabethtown District) 
My name is Bill Rounsaville, pastor of Camp Ground Church near Bonnieville. I 
visited the Covington Ladies' Home, a residence begun in the 1880s for single and 
senior adult women, some of whom were displaced by flooding. 
 
I washed windows, and I met with several residents, one of whom came from 
Vietnam.  She is from Saigon, and she told me some of her experience with the 
U.S. presence in her country during the Vietnam War. 
 
I often take advantage of such living history when I can, since the best witness 
comes from one who was there! 
 
I was impressed with the homey atmosphere of this residence--its cleanliness, its 
comfort, and beautiful decor. 
 
My father once reminded me that if I live long enough, I will age. When I do, I will 
appreciate visits from persons I know and love. I try to keep this lesson in mind 
when I experience God's presence through these precious lives. 
 
Michael Harris, Herndon UMC (Madisonville District) 

I am the pastor at Herndon UMC. We went to Master Provisions for our afternoon of 
service. They are an amazing company. They receive free clothing and other 
materials and then sort and send it to different countries. We assisted in sorting 
and packing for the winter clothes and then regular clothes for Ghana, Africa. One 



of the workers, Mark, shared with us that the employees of the company serve as 
missionaries for the company. They must raise their own salaries from their local 
churches and other area churches. What a wonderful way to be on mission if you 
are not comfortable traveling overseas. I thought Mark and the other men were 
very genuine and kind in their desire to serve our King, Lord Jesus. 
 
Marge Welch, Christ Church (Louisville District) 

I was lucky because we did something that seemed worthwhile. The organization 
was Master Provisions. They collect clothing around areas in the USA and send 
them to economically devastated countries. There are 7 employees and they raised 
their own salaries. Obviously they depend on volunteer help. 
 
We went to a very LARGE warehouse, which had walls of bags filled with donated 
clothing. It was VERY HOT that day. We stood at a long line of tables and the plastic 
bags were dumped and then we sorted. We removed anything worn or damaged 
and then divided the items for Uganda (hot climate) and for the Baltic area (cold 
weather). Everything was re-bagged and made ready for container shipment. It 
cost more than $8000 to ship a container. They gave us a spiel on their program, 
and I was impressed about the large amount of commitment for such a small 
group.  
 
Alisa Carman, Custer Circuit (Elizabethtown District) 
This was my first Annual Conference and it was a joy to have the opportunity to 
serve. The choices in which there were to serve were in many areas that interested 
me, but I found myself writing letters to the "Marines." My father was a Marine and 
he instilled within our lives patriotism for country and the flag. My heart was 
touched as the words flowed from my pen onto the paper. Encouragement, support 
and just a simple “I appreciate you.” Sharing the love of Christ, his forgiveness and 
strength in each letter... I prayed for the Spirit to touch the heart and mind of each 
recipient. Assuring them that they are in our prayers as we celebrate July the 4th 
right around the corner & being grateful for our service men and women. But it was 
a blessing not only to serve, but to make new friends at the table who were also 
serving our Awesome God!  
 
Ralph Martinez, Earlington First UMC (Madisonville District) 
The project I worked on was sending letters to missionaries and military men and 
women. It was wonderful to see so many people involved in such a worthy cause. 
To thank others for their dedication to serving Christ in the field of the world. And 
then to write letters to men and women serving their country and its beliefs. I'm 
proud to be called a Christian as so many in this world are. 
 
It is people like these that make us what we are. It is pride, in serving others, and 
sharing our love with others. What a great day it was in that room, God walked 
among us, from table to table and person to person. 
 
Gale Wetzel, New Bethel UMC (Bowling Green District) 

There was a new area of service this year.  There was a team of 5 who went to the 
Kenton County Jail.  They were Tom Wilson, Mike Canada, Lynda and C.G. Collins, 



and Gale Wetzel. Tom Wilson brought the message on Forgiveness.  Mike Canada 
led the singing.  C.B. and Lynda gave their testimonies.  Gale Wetzel led the 
service.  It was a blessed day at the Jail, and we saw God in the faces of the men.  
Several men prayed to forgive others and others asked for forgiveness.  We plan to 
do this again next year and hope to take at least two teams.  One for the men and 
one for the women. If anyone is interested, let Gale Wetzel know 
(gwetzel@bowlinggreen.net). 
 
Churches “Go Green” for VBS 

By Kim Koger, Pastor, Maupin and Concord UMC 
 
Columbia District churches put a new twist on Vacation Bible School this year. 
Maupin, Concord, Albany First, and Chestnut Grove churches worked together for 
months planning and preparing for VBS in the park. These churches followed the 
example of Jesus and took VBS to the people.  
 
The churches planned a youth camping trip to Dale Hollow State Park in 
Cumberland County from June 13 to 15.  On Friday night the youth delivered flyers 
throughout the campgrounds inviting children to Saturday's "GO GREEN" VBS. The 
day was long (10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.) and hot (96 degrees), but even with extreme 
heat our registration of 93 deviated only slightly. The theme of VBS taught the 
children about creation and how God put humankind in charge of it. Throughout the 
day we practiced not being wasteful, not littering, and looking closer at God’s 
creation, along with using lots of recycled material for craft projects.  
 
This ministry was a stretch from the norm but was a great outreach. We were 
blessed to be a blessing, and without a doubt we sowed some seeds for Jesus! 
 
Blessing Elephants for Tornado Victims 

By Martha Berry 
 
Campbellsville First United Methodist Church (Columbia District) had a first on June 
15. It was the site of the Blessing of the Elephants.  
 
An eight-year-old girl, Cee Cee Creech, had seen the news reports of the 
devastation of Joplin, Mo., as the result of the tornado that hit the city, and she 
wanted to do something to help the children who were left homeless and living in 
shelters.  A plea had been sent out by a Joplin toy store for all kinds of toys and 
especially for stuffed animals. 
 
Cee Cee has been a knitter since she was four, and she decided she would knit little 
elephants and raise pledges depending on the number of elephants she knit 
between June 1 and June 17. There originally was a cut-off date, but now this has 
become an ongoing project.  
 
The story of her efforts was put on Facebook, and the pledges started pouring in. 
Between June 1 and June 17, over $3,100 was pledged to the Red Cross in Joplin. 



Cee Cee does not sell the elephants but only asks that pledges be sent to the Red 
Cross.  
 
An organization in Springfield, Mo., Little Hands Big Helpers, read the story and 
invited the Creech family to come to Joplin at their expense in order for Cee Cee to 
deliver her elephants to the children in person. A Springfield radio station picked up 
the story and interviewed Cee Cee about what she is doing and how it all came 
about.  
 
On the night before the Creech family was to leave for Joplin, Rev. Ron Young, 
pastor of Campbellsville First, lined the little elephants up on the altar and blessed 
them and Cee Cee’s family and the efforts they are putting into this project. 
 
You can learn more and see photos of the elephants on the Elephants Remember 
Joplin Facebook page. 
 
 


