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Aldersgate Camp Breaks Ground on New Lodge  

By Lee Padgett, Aldersgate Camp & Retreat Center Director 

On October 27, 2011, at a fund raising dinner for the New Aldersgate Camp Lodge 
and Dining Room, Lee Padgett, Aldersgate Camp Director, was pleased to announce 
the receipt of a gift of $100,000.00 from the J. W. Kinzer Foundation of Eastern KY. 
With this exciting gift, the entrance and lobby of the upcoming New Lodge and 
Dining Room will be named the Lucy Kinzer Lobby. 
 
The dinner, held at the Marriott Griffin-Gate Resort in Lexington, was a festive and 
joyful event with singing, sharing, testimonies, updates, and a challenge to all to 
give to this much needed new facility at Aldersgate. By December, gifts and 
pledges from that dinner had totaled $75,000.00. 
 
Groundbreaking for the New Lodge and Dining Room was held during Homecoming 
at Aldersgate on October 1. A crowd of about 100 persons braved the unusual cold 
to witness the event. Participants were reminded that “Except the Lord build the 
house, they labor in vain who build it” (Psalm 127:1).  And “…the 
responsibility and the privilege rest upon us to cause a building to rise here that 
shall be a place of refuge and strength, inspiration and learning, rest and renewal 
to all who come home to Aldersgate” (adapted from the United Methdist Book of 
Worship). 
 
This new two-story handicapped accessible Lodge will further the Aldersgate vision: 
“to be the best at offering Christian Hospitality, anywhere.” It will contain a 3000-
square-foot dining room for 200 persons, new kitchen, an adjacent 2500-square-
foot meeting room for 200, offices, an infirmary, meeting space, laundry facility, 
library, canteen, lodging rooms, and the Lucy Kinzer Lobby. Construction should 
begin in 2012.   
 
The old O. P. Smith Lodge and dining room will serve as an indoor recreation area 
and self-contained retreat center with a smaller kitchen. The seven lodging rooms 
on the first floor will remain to continue to serve our guests. 
 
Aldersgate asks for your continued prayers and support for this exciting project and 
for the guests and campers who will benefit from their Aldersgate experience. 
Contact Aldersgate at (606) 723-5078 or aldersgatecamp@gmail.com for more 
information.   
 
Together with the churches of the Kentucky Annual Conference, Aldersgate is 
changing lives and growing disciples for Jesus Christ. 
 



Erlanger UMC Honors Veterans 
By Bob Martin, EUMC member 
 
The long-standing tradition of honoring military veterans continued at Erlanger 
United Methodist Church on Sunday, November 13, 2011. Church members invited 
family and friends who served in the various branches of the military services to be 
a part of the event during morning worship and to enjoy a terrific noon meal in our 
Fellowship Hall afterwards. 
 
Photos of many of the honored members and guests, in their military uniforms, 
were presented in a “slide show stream” in the early part of the service. Further 
into the service a special prayer was lifted up by senior pastor Rev. Mark Shepherd 
for these folks as well as all members of the military, whether currently serving or 
who have served in the past to protect and preserve our American way of life.  
 
With the military branch flags displayed in their usual window location, the service 
closed with another tradition. Whether serving in the Army, Navy, Marines, Air 
Force, or Coast Guard, each branch was recognized individually and its members 
asked to come forward during a medley of their songs played by Linda Martin, 
Pianist/Choir Accompanist.   
 
After the benediction and blessing of the meal, the honorees moved to the “mess 
hall and were first in the chow line.” The service was very well attended and the 
“enhanced version” of the EUMC tradition was well received by all. The military 
photos and the noon meal were a first this year. 
 
An interesting statistic of the event is that 20% of the morning’s congregation were 
honored as being former armed services members.  
 
Conference Secretaries Gather in New York for Update on UMC Mission 
Work 

By Julie Broderson, Chair, KAC Mission Team 
 
The conference secretaries for the General Board of Global Ministries (CSGMs) from 
the Southeastern conferences gathered in New York City as the guests of the 
General Board. Our group of 15 stayed in the Alma Matthew's house, the property 
of the Women’s Division, located in a charming neighborhood in Greenwich Village, 
and traveled each day by subway to Riverside Drive for breakfast, lunch and 
scheduled meetings with various ministry representatives.  
 
Each day began with morning devotions and worship. The group heard reports from 
The Advance, Missionary Services, UMCOR, Justice and Discipleship, Mission 
Volunteers, the Women’s Division and In MissionTogether. We also heard from 
Thomas Kemper, the newly appointed General Secretary, about restructuring 
efforts, a focus on challenging youth and young adults to cross cultural ministry, as 
well as ongoing efforts to build deeper relationships and partnerships with those 
outside our formal structures who are doing God’s Kingdom building work around 
the world. Our group was encouraged by the fresh perspective Kemper is bringing 



to leadership at the Board, as well as the stories of the incredible generosity of 
United Methodists, especially as it related to natural disasters both in the U.S. and 
around the world. Afternoons included time for the CSGMs to meet together and 
share what God is doing in mission within our conferences.  
 
All in all, the two days in the city proved helpful for networking, renewing 
relationships, and seeing firsthand what God is doing through the mission arm of 
our denomination. 
 
Change Purse Changes Lives in Thailand 
by Lea Ann Young Johnson 
 
“Each time I see that gold purse come out, I know I am going to hear some good 
news about what is happening in Thailand,” whispered a woman, as Debbie Hinton, 
a member of Dennie Memorial UMC stepped up to the microphone with the familiar 
gold change purse in her hand.  
 
In July 2010, the members of Dennie Memorial started reading the weekly blog 
from Mike and Sherri Morrissey, our UMC missionaries in Thailand. We are a small 
church, but we are doing a big work with our Thailand Update. Each week as the 
blog is read, or at least highlights from it, a request for our “Dennie Dollar” is made 
and the gold change purse is passed around. 
 
We initially came up with the idea through conversations with a couple of different 
people.  
 
We heard of a church in Owensboro that that collects “The Dollar Offering” after the 
regular tithe has been collected. Everyone sitting in the pew that morning is asked 
to place one dollar in the basket as it is passed. Those dollars are used to help 
someone in need with a medical bill, a utility bill, or to buy food. They are a big 
church with approximately 2000 members present each week for worship, so 
sometimes they will help more than one family. In comparison, we have an average 
attendance of 35-40 in worship on Sunday morning.  
 
We also heard about the Gideons organization, which collects  “F” dollars over the 
course of a year to turn in for purchasing Bibles and New Testaments to be 
distributed all over the world. The “F” is located in a circle on the left side of George 
Washington’s face. We at Dennie decided to start looking for “T” (for Thailand) 
dollars. We did not find any, but we found plenty of “D” dollars that we quickly 
declared “Dennie Dollars.” We then began asking our members to sacrifice one soft 
drink, a cup of coffee, or a bottled water to give their “Dennie Dollar” to the 
Thailand Methodist Mission.  
 
Since we never found a “T” on a single dollar, I asked my brother-in-law who works 
for the US Treasury Department about the letters. He said that there is no “T”; only 
12 letters, A-L.  
 



With this new found discovery, we at Dennie Memorial UMC, adopted a new 
meaning for each letter: A – Availability Dollar, B – Blessing Home Dollar, C – Christ 
Dollar, D – Dennie Dollar, E – Eternal Dollar, F – Faith Dollar, G – God’s Dollar, H – 
Holy Dollar, I – Inspired Dollar, J- Jesus Dollar, K- Kingdom Dollar, and L – Love 
Dollar. 
 
The members of the church have responded well to this challenge and have been 
giving sacrificially. Sometimes they give more than one dollar. That offering in the 
gold change purse has now turned into a monthly gift for the Thailand Methodist 
Mission of an average of $130-$150. One dollar does not seem like much, but when 
added to the dollars of others, it makes a big difference. We would like to challenge 
other churches to consider doing the same, especially if they are not already 
supporting TMM or some other mission outside of the church walls. One little gold-
sequined change purse can really change lives.  
 
Corona de Vida Consecrates Building 
By Cathy Bruce 
 
"Brothers and sisters in Christ, this is a day of rejoicing. We have come together to 
consecrate this building of Corona de Vida United Methodist Mission Congregation. 
Let us open our hearts and minds to receive God's word of faith." 
 
With those words Dr. Jay Smith, Madisonville District Superintendent, began the 
Service of Consecration for Corona de Vida.  Approximately 200 people came out to 
be a part of this special occasion. Corona de Vida pastor Dr. Isabel Soberal, along 
with Dr. Smith and Bishop Lindsey Davis, presided over the service. Greetings were 
brought by Dr. Victor Perez Silvestry on behalf of the Puerto Rican Methodist 
Church, Dr. Soberal’s home conference.  
 
Corona de Vida is one of 16 new churches planted in the Kentucky Annual 
Conference so far this quadrennium.  Of those 16 churches, six are Spanish-
speaking congregations, including Corona de Vida.  
 
The service consisted of an official presenting of the building, naming of the 
building, and the consecration of the building.  One very notable part of the service 
was the "Procession of the Relics." All the altar items were brought to the front of 
the church and dedicated for use in the service of God. The pulpit and baptismal 
font were each consecrated as well, marking each as a holy place within the walls of 
the church.  
 
Bishop Davis delivered the sermon, speaking from the gospel of Luke 1:26-34. 
Bishop Davis reminded us that the birth of Christ, pertaining to the trials that Mary 
and Joseph went through, was not a tidy, tightly scripted affair, but a somewhat 
messy ordeal with an uncertain future that they endured. Even though Mary was 
facing an unplanned teenage pregnancy and Joseph had to be at least a little 
concerned about the status of his betrothed, even in light of the fact they had 
nowhere to stay on their travels, it all worked to the glory and honor of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ.  And so it shall be for us as individuals and for Corona de Vida as a 



church. Even when things seem messy and the future isn't readily discernible, God 
is still there and it will all work out to His honor and glory. 
 
As the service ended, we were sent forth with "Onward Christian Soldiers." The 
stirring words of that hymn seem a directive to the congregation of Corona de Vida. 
 Like a mighty army moves the church of God; 
 Brothers, we are treading where the saints have trod. 

 We are not divided, all one body we, 
 One in hope and doctrine, one in charity. 

 
 
 
 


