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From the desk of Dr. Jay .....
“Our Mission Matters”

At first, I was stunned and taken back by 
the headline in the Courier Journal some 
years ago now, “Don’t rob me of my 
hate.” As I began to read the article, 
unfortunately I was not as stunned to 
discover that they were the words of 
former heavyweight boxing champion 
Mike Tyson. Borrowing the words of 
Dantes, the hero of Alexandre Dumas’ 
1844 epic, “The Count of Monte Cristo,” 
Tyson’s full quote was “Don’t rob me of 
my hate. It’s all I have left.” The article 
revealed how these ominous words were 
viewed by Tyson as his personal mission 
statement as he sought to return to 
boxing. I thought to myself, how sad 
that anyone’s personal mission statement 
would be “Don’t rob me of my hate. It’s 
all I have left.”

You and I know the power of living our 
lives with a mission, a purpose. Tyson’s 
frightening words made me pause to 
consider what words I would use if 
someone asked me what my personal 
mission statement was. What words 
guide my life, give meaning and 

purpose? What would I say? What 
would you say?

I cannot say that I have settled on just 
one set of words for my personal 
mission statement, but here are some 
that came to mind first. Perhaps these 
will prompt you to consider your own. 
“On earth, as it is in heaven,” “Perfect 
love castes out fear,” “Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, mind, soul 
and strength,” “Be as wise as a serpent, 
gentle as a dove” and ”Do unto others as 
you would have others do unto you.”

I know that our mission as individuals 
and as churches can make all the 
difference in the world. The compass 
setting that guides our lives is critical to 
how we live our lives. There is no way 
around it, as individuals and as church 
families, our mission matters. 

At age 44, gone for Mike Tyson are his 
mansions, his exotic car collection, his 
custom-made diamond jewelry, his two 
Siberian tigers, and his small battalion of 
servants. After earning nearly $400 
million in his career, Tyson filed for 
bankruptcy in August of 2004 and owed 
$23 million to creditors. He admits later 
in that same article, “I lost all across the 
board. My life has been a total waste.” 

Again, how very sad. We should pray for 
Mike Tyson and all persons who 
struggle to find true meaning and 
purpose in their lives, who have not 
discovered the peace and joy of knowing 
Christ’s love for them, a love that 
propels them into the world to love and 
serve others.

 Our mission matters—as individuals 
and as churches. As we head toward the 
fall when ministries and church 
programs shift into high gear, I invite 
you to think about what words serve as 
your personal mission statement. How 
does your faith in Christ inform those 
words, shape those words, give meaning 
to your mission?

Grace and Peace,
Dr. Jay
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Church
Spotlight

♬ Pastors Take Note ♬
    The Kentucky Conference Board of 

Pensions has voted to enter into a 
NEW HEALTH INSURANCE 

PROGRAM for Clergy and Staff 
Anthem Blue Cross / Blue Shield 
will be our new provider effective 

September 1,  2010

As we speak, the packets of information are being 
prepared and each participant in the KY 
Conference Insurance Plan (both active & retired) 
will receive them within the next 10 days.  

Be watching for your packet as it will include an 
enrollment form.  There will be a special link on 
the KY Conference Web Site for ease of 
enrollment.  Everyone is being ask to complete the 
form to double check accuracy.  

*Insurance cards will be mailed to all 
participants enrolled prior to Sept. 1, 2010

*Each clergy serving an appointment will 
receive a NEW Compensation form that is to be 
completed and returned to your D.S.
during your Church Charge Conference.
That form is also included in the packet from 
Pension Officer: Rev. Rob Moorlach.

History of First United 
Methodist Church 
Dawson Springs, KY

The First UMC in Dawson Springs, 
KY was organized in 1895 by Rev. 
Frank Lewis.   The seven members 
met in the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church.  In 1906, the Rev. T. E. 
Ragland was appointed as pastor.  
The congregation decided to build a 
church on the corner of North Main 
and Hall streets, and the corner stone 
was laid June 1, 1907.  George 
McCauley and Loaten Barnes were 
the chief sponsors of the church.
Under the pastorate of the Rev. A.D. 
Leitchfield (grandfather of Ruth 
Dillingham), construction was begun 
on a basement which would house 
the Sunday School rooms.

By 1956, under the leadership of 
Rev. John L. Coomer, the church had 
built an educational building on the 
adjoining lot.  This facility housed 
classrooms and a social hall.  Due to 
the generosity of Mr.  & Mrs. B.R. 
Furgerson, the indebtedness of this 
facility was soon erased.

In 1969, under the leadership of Rev. 
Carlos Coop, construction of a new 
church facility was begun in the 
center of the 200 Block of North 
Main St.  Members held their first 
service there on April 19, 1970. A 
bequest by Mrs. Loaten (Mel) Barnes 
helped with the indebtedness of this 
building.

In Dec. 1977, the church purchased a 
parsonage at 107 Keigan Street.  The 
property adjoins the rear of the church.  The 
former parsonage on the corner of North 
Main and East Hall streets was razed.  

In 1993,  through the generosity of the late 
Clara Nichols, the church purchased a 
vacant lot connecting its property.
This space is utilized for Christian recreation 
and future growth.  There presently is no 
indebtedness. The prayers,  contributions and 
services of many have brought us this far.

During my first year of appointment here in 
2007, we celebrated 100 years of service to 
the community of Dawson Springs.  I must 
say this church has come a long way from 
what was taking place back in 1895.  Since 
2007, we have added Sunday School 
Classes, a second service for a more 
contemporary fellowship and Tuesday night 
Bible Study.  We have added to the 
membership and been blessed by many 
confessions of faith.  Eight of those being 
first time professions.  We received an 
award and our District Conference and at the 
KY Annual Conference for these efforts in 
2009.   

The church continues to step in faith by 
purchasing a new copy machine, new 
heating and air conditioning units and a new 
piano for the church.  Over $20,000

Written by:  Rev. E. J. Hatton, Pastor

of work has been completed at the parsonage 
including a new roof, new windows and 
stopping the leak in the basement.  

We have also had our times of trails and 
tribulations.   We have experienced death to 
many precious members of our congregation, 
including two to suicide.
Along with many other trials,  but because God 
is in control, everything works out for his 
GLORY!
I want to say to each pastor, “Pastors stay 
strong in your faith” allowing God to lead you; 
but be prepared because God will take our 
Churches to places we sometimes do not want 
to go.  And, to congregations, “You also stay 
strong in your faith; Support & Pray for your 
Pastor”.   It is sometimes difficult for all to see 
what God is up to, but with the leading and 
anointing of the Holy Spirit and Love of God, 
all things are possible.
Churches, remember as Wesley taught us, 

Do no harm, Do Good, and 
stay in love with God!
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Clergy Spotlight
Rev. Weyman McGuire is in his 
ninth year as Senior Pastor of 
M a d i s o n v i l l e F i r s t U n i t e d 
Methodist Church.  During his 
tenure as Senior Pastor the church 
has experienced steady growth.  For 
example:  Average attendance is 
close to 500, Sunday School 225, 
Wednesday Night attendance 325, 
giving have tripled.  The mission of 
First United Methodist Church is 
“Sowing God’s Word; Growing 
People for Jesus.”
 Weyman and his wife, Kay, 
have been married for forty one 
years.  They have five children and 
seven grandchildren.  Weyman and 
Kay are both Army brats and call 
Oklahoma their home.  Some 
interesting facts about Weyman are 
the following:  He was born in the 
Philippine Islands; his great-
grandfather was a Muslim Sultan of 
the Moro tribe in the Philippine 
I s l ands ; r e a r ed i n Lawton , 
O k l a h o m a ; g r a d u a t e d f r o m 
Cameron University with a BA in 
Math; Served three years in the US 
Army; graduated from Asbury 
Theological Seminary with a 
Master of Divinity  degree; began 
Pastoring in 1973; his first church 
was an African-American Church in 
Lexington, KY; Ordained Deacon 
in 1975; Ordained Elder in 1978; he 
is 62 years old and would like to 
Pastor until he is 72; his goal is to 
be wherever God wants him to be 
and to be a faithful Pastor.
 Both Weyman and Kay are 
thankful for the Madisonville First 
United Methodist because the 
congregation has loved them and 
given them an opportunity to 
minister.  They both feel that the 

measure of success is this:  “When 
the people who know you the best 
respect you the most.”

	  Written by:  Andrea Boles, Executive 
Assistant, Madisonville First UMC.

 Rethink Church-Impact
Your Community 
Churches in the Evansville Media Market
area are invited to join in this grant project 
written by Rev. Wayne Burt, Pastor of the 
Sturgis /DeKoeven UMC’s.  Madisonville 
District has been invited to join with the 
Owensboro District in the opportunity to 
worship and praise to our Lord.
Impact 2010 encourages the people of The 
United Methodist Church to effect change. 
Each event will be as unique and diverse as 
the people who organize them, but there 
are several basic elements that we envision 
being incorporated into a successful event 
experience. The composition of the event 
day will reflect an opportunity for training 
specific to welcoming the community, a 
service project that meets the needs of the 
community and includes community 
volunteers, is sustainable past the event 
day and has a celebration/worship 
component.

United Methodist Communications will 
provide support by promoting the events 
through the grant and also through: 
* Media planning, placement,  design, 
customization and funds 
* Event planning resources and assistance 
* Event registration software 
* Public Relations tips and strategies 
* A training module specifically for event 
day volunteers. 

We are very excited to be joining our 
churches together with the United 
Methodist Communications to reach out to 
communities in need as one church family, 
proving what we say we believe with what 
we do!
IMPACT 2010
September 21st – 25th, 2010
This project is available to those churches 
in the Evansvi l le Media Market .  
Billboards, print and radio media as well as  
television media will be used to advertise 
the events of area churches.   Funds from 
the grant will be used to purchase media 
coverage of church events.   Plans are still 
underway and YOUR CHURCH may 
choose to participate any way it decides.

2010 
Clergy School

October 11 - 12, 2010
Kentucky Conference Office

 Crestwood, KY

Effective Evangelism in a 
Changing Culture

1.5 CEU’S
David Kennama,, Leading

$ 90.00
includes lunch both days!

Register on-line at 
kyumc.org

Specific worship services are planned at the 
Sturgis /DeKoeven Churches during this week.   
Saturday will be a day of service projects similar 
to what was done at the 2010 KY Annual 
Conference.  
Through this grant from the United Methodist 
Communications we can make a difference is 
Western Kentucky.  Please pray about this 
opportunity and start thinking of ways your 
church can be part of this event.   We are not 
aware of which Madisonville District churches 
are covered in the Evansville Market. Revs. 
Wayne Garvey and David Harting are 
representing our district on a  planning 
committee.  More information will soon be 
available.  Please e-mail the District Office if 
your church will be participating in this event.
We thank the Owensboro District,  Rev. Dale 
Carden, District Superintendent, and Rev. Wayne 
Burt,  Pastor/Grant Writer for their invitation to 
join them in this Rethink Church Event!
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District Clergy Family Picnic
Saturday, August 28, 2010

10:30 AM - 6 PM   (when the Park Closes)
We will be in the same pavilion as last year #1 - to your left after entering the water area!

Meat and Drinks Provided by District
Please bring other picnic fixings of your choice!    

Don’t forget the Dessert Contest!

  New Song Music Festival 2010

August 13 - 15, 2010   Camp Loucon

“Celebrating 25 years”
It is going to be a sound and worship sensory overload!

For more information go to the NEW SONG website or contact ...

Ken Hundley  newsong@kyumc.org    or 

Joey Ashby  newsong2ndstage@yahoo.com

Tickets available at the Madisonville District Office

Special Activities for Land-Lovers!   
Fun, Food & Fellowship with your brothers and sisters in Christ!

mailto:newsong@kyumc.org
mailto:newsong@kyumc.org
mailto:newsong2ndstage@yahoo.com
mailto:newsong2ndstage@yahoo.com
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Madisonville District  - Red Bird Partnership
A	  Work	  Team	  from	  the	  Madisonville	  District	  traveled	  to	  Red	  Bird	  July	  11	  -‐	  16	  and	  replaced
the	  roof	  of	  Bowen’s	  Chapel	  UMC.	  	  Several	  churches	  	  are	  making	  plans	  for	  “Feet	  on	  the	  
Ground”	  trips	  the	  Red	  Bird	  Missionary	  Conference	  during	  the	  next	  few	  months.	  Onton	  UMC	  is	  
planning	  a	  “Work	  Team”	  visit	  to	  the	  Henderson	  SeNlement	  the	  last	  week	  of	  	  August.	  	  Trinity,	  
Saratoga,	  	  and	  Fairview	  will	  be	  making	  their	  annual	  trip	  delivering	  “Christmas	  Needs”	  for	  the	  
Christmas	  giR	  program	  on	  Sept.	  2-‐3,	  2010.	  	  Hopkinsville	  First	  UMC	  is	  planning	  another	  “Work	  
Team	  Trip”	  	  in	  October.

July Work Team Report

         
!          Before! ! ! !             After
UMC	  members	  with	  trailers	  are	  willing	  to	  take	  supplies,	  clothing,	  or	  any	  other	  items	  to	  the	  Red	  
Bird	  Conference.	  	  	  If	  individuals	  and	  /or	  churches	  have	  items	  to	  donate	  to	  the	  “Supply	  Wagon”	  	  
please	  gather	  them	  and	  delivery	  points	  will	  be	  established.	  We	  sXll	  need	  Red	  Bird	  CollecXon	  
Sites	  in	  EACH	  County!	  	  We	  need	  churches	  to	  VOLUNTEER!!	  	  If	  you	  church	  can/will	  be	  a	  
collecXon	  site,	  please	  e-‐mail	  the	  District	  Office.

For	  more	  informaXon	  on	  needs,	  go	  to	  the	  Henderson	  SeNlement	  Web	  Site	  and	  view	  its	  WISH	  
LIST	  or	  the	  Red	  Bird	  Mission	  Web	  Site	  and	  view	  its	  WISH	  LIST.

More	  specific	  ministry	  needs	  may	  materialize	  as	  we	  have	  more	  connecXons	  and	  
communicaXons	  with	  our	  Partner	  Churches.	  	  Bowen’s	  Creek	  UMC	  sXll	  needs	  Xles	  in	  the	  ceiling	  
of	  the	  sanctuary.	  	  	  Beverly	  UMC	  needs	  some	  painXng.	  	  Specific	  needs	  for	  Jack’s	  Creek	  UMC	  
have	  not	  been	  prioriXzed.	  

West	  meets	  East	  is	  only	  as	  effecXve	  as	  the	  persons	  involved!	  	  Please	  PRAY	  for	  those	  who	  are	  
out	  there	  making	  a	  difference	  in	  the	  lives	  of	  our	  friends	  and	  neighbors	  one	  soul	  at	  a	  Xme.

Mission Work Team 
to Bowen’s Creek UMC

Western Kentucky Meets 
Eastern Kentucky

Trailer	  loaded	  and	  ready	  to	  roll.

Please pray for our:
Red Bird/Madisonville  
Partnership churches and 
their pastors.

Bowen’s Creek UMC , 
Jack’s Creek UMC, 

Rev. Chuck Jack, Pastor
&

Beverly UMC
Rev. Karen Dials, Pastor

Goal:  “Feet On the Ground” in Red 
  Bird every month of 2010

(L to R) Front Row:  Dwight (Local man

who came and worked) Rita Grace

Wally Scott, Row 2:  Rev. Chuck Jack,

Mike Pyle, Jim Wisby,  John Allen, Back

Row:  Rev. Jesse Johnson.

If you have ANY items to donate 
to the Henderson Settlement, 
please call Ann at the office and 
she will schedule pick-up times.

Onton UMC will be going in less 
than a month!  

Don’t forget to check the NEED 
LIST on their website!
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Lay Academy of        
Church Excellence

LACE

Laity 
Exploring the 

 Heart of 
Methodism

2010	  Advanced	  Lay	  Speaking	  Training

           Lay Speakers are Accountable Disciples
July	  31,	  2010	  	  (9AM	  -‐	  4	  PM)	  &	  August	  15,	  2010	  	  (3PM	  -‐	  6	  PM)

Trinity	  UMC,	  1032	  West	  Main	  St.	  ,	  Princeton,	  KY	  

Those	  recommended	  persons	  who	  have	  completed	  Basic	  and	  
are	  ready	  to	  become	  CerPfied	  Lay	  Speakers	  to	  go	  to	  other	  
UMC’s	  are	  invited	  to	  register	  by	  calling	  the	  District	  Office	  

    District Mission Prayer Requests
Our Mission Congregation - Corona de Vida

West meets East Partnership with Red Bird Churches & Pastors

IMPACT WEEK - Sept. 20 - 27, 2010  Shared project with the Owensboro District

Seven -Alive Project - Hopkins County 

Hopkins County Cluster Worship - August 22, 2010 
Clergy /Laity County Cluster Meetings for ministry

Kentucky UM Homes for Children and Youth

The following people attended.  First Row:  (l to r) Ann Richardson, Linda Walker, Carolyn Schneider, Joyce Mattingly.  
Second Row: (l to r) Paula Taylor, JoAnn Smith, Maynette Joiner, Micki Crider, Shirley McVay.  Third Row: (l to r) Jessica 
Haun, Linda Sarles, Amanda Wicker, Dorothy Winn.  Back Row:  Debbie Wicker

UMW SOCM REPORT

Kentucky / Red Bird  United 
Methodist Women had a very successful 
School of Christian Mission at Lindsey 
Wilson College at Columbia, KY.  We had 
approximately 220 women and men to 
attend with 14 from Madisonville District.

The theme of the SOCM this 
year was Faith, Hope, Love in Action, in it 
we see and feel the hands of God as we 
grow in our spiritual life.  We know that 
God’s hands are always there to support us 
and gently lead us.  There were three 
studies:  Love of God (John’s Letters), Joy 
to the World (Mission in the Age of Global 
Christianity), and a study on Sudan along 
with studies for the Youth and Children.

The four days spent at the 
SOCM was a wonderful time of fellowship, 
spiritual uplifting and just an all around 
good time.

Linda Walker, District Pres.
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MADISONVILLE DISTRICT
Cluster Worship Service

Providence Rural UMC  
Sunday, August 22, 2010   3 PM

Please Mark Your Calendar and share the date with your families and friends.

August

 22

   Special Music, Fun & Fellowship
This is a time for all UMC churches of Hopkins 

County to come together for worship & praise..

Harry Todd 
Certified Lay Speaker

Former Mr. KY Basketball and a Hopkins County 
Native will bring the message titled “The Contest”.
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               Madisonville District of the United Methodist Church

Events and Dates to Remember
Jul. 29-Aug 2, 2010   School of Congregational Development, Nashville TN.
Aug. 2-4,2010 " Minister’s Summit, Lake Junaluska, NC 
Aug. 8, 2010" " Camp Sunday, KY Conference Day of Support for our Camp & Retreat Ministries   (See kyumc.org)
Aug. 13- 15, 2010 " New Song Music Festival, Camp Loucon, Leitchfield, KY  (Tickets available at District Office)
Aug. 14, 2010" UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat,  Registration. 9:30,  AM Program 10 AM, Cadiz UMC,  Rev. Steve McVay, Leader 
Aug. 22, 2010"" Hopkins County Cluster Worship, Harry Todd Speaking, Providence Rural UMC,  3 PM
Aug. 28, 2010       " District Clergy Family Picnic, Venture River Water Park, Eddyville, KY  10:30 AM - 6 PM
Aug. 29, 2010" Fifth Sunday Offering for the Kentucky United Methodist Homes for Children & Youth
Sept. 9, 2010"" Exploring the Longevity Revolution:  Aging and Ministry in the 21st Century
Sept. 11, 2010" Kentucky United Methodist Homes for Children & Youth Annual Day, Versailles Campus
Sept. 18, 2010" UMW Fall Meeting, Reg. 9:30 AM - Prog. 10 AM,  Eddyville UMC
Sept. 21-25, 2010      Rethink Church-Impact your Community - Owensboro & Madisonville District Event
Sept. 25, 2010" Laity Day Apart with Bishop Davis, E’town Memorial UMC, 9 AM - CDT
Oct. 11-12, 2010" Clergy School, 1.5 CEU’s,  KY Conference Office, $90  Registration on-line
Oct. 23, 2010"" UMW Annual Conference Mission Celebration, Christ Church, Louisville, KY
Nov.  3-5, 2010 " Courage to Lead - A Circle of Trust Retreat for Clergy, Aldersgate Camp & Retreat Center 
Nov. 6, 2010     " Ouadrennial Boundaries/Safe Sanctuary Training, Broadway UMC, Bowling Green, 8 AM
Nov. 22, 2010  " Cadiz UMC Consecration Service, Bishop Lindsey Davis, Preaching
Dec. 10, 2010   " District Christmas Dinner - Cadiz United Methodist Church, Cadiz, KY  New DATE  
Jan. 19, 2010"" Holy Land Trip with Bishop Davis begins!   New DATE

140 South Main Street, Suite 201
Madisonville, KY 42431


