
The Spirit
      Newsletter of the Madisonville District of the United Methodist Church 

 Sent for your prayers and /or actions as God Leads                                                                          Dr. Jay F. Smith, District Superintendent	     

...From the desk of Dr. Jay

              “A Good Question for Lent:  Are You Too Available?”

The prolific author and priest, Henri Nouwen, in his book The Living Reminder made a case for the “unavail-
ability” of the pastor so that the pastor might spend more time in prayer when he wrote:

 How would it sound when the question, “Can I speak to the minister?” is not answered by “I am sorry, 
he has someone in his office” but “I am sorry, he/she is praying.” When someone says, “The minister is un-
available because this is his day of solitude, this is [her] day in the hermitage, this is his desert day,” 
could that not be a consoling ministry? What it says is that the minister is unavailable to me, not because he is 
more available to others, but because [she] is with God, and God alone—the God who is our God.

When I reflect on my 25 years as a pastor, I would have to confess that there have been too many times in my 
ministry when I have been too available to persons in the church, too available to the expectations of others, too 
available to the needs of others, too available to whatever and whoever wanted a piece of my time. Conse-
quently, I have not been as available to enter into protected and intentional times of prayer, solitude, retreat, re-
newal with God in order to keep the fires of my own soul lit.

During this season of Lent, I would encourage all of us to ask ourselves as pastors, “Am I too available?” Do I 
set aside intentional times of prayer and reflection so that I might be more present with others when I’m present 
with others? Am I too available to others which makes me too exhausted, too drained, too empty in order to be 
of any help to others? Some months ago, I heard a frighteningly too accurate description of most clergy when I 
heard someone describe them (us!) as a “quivering mass of availability.”  Ouch!

The point is we cannot minister to the needs of others when our own souls are dry and empty. We cannot be in-
struments of Christ’s healing presence to others when our own lives are sick, out of balance and unhealthy. Are 
you and I too available? It’s an important question for all of us.

I was so blessed by our time together at our recent Sabbath On Sunday (S.O.S) Retreat at Pennyrile. I hope that 
experience will encourage you to look for other experiences that will renew, refresh, lift up, build up, pray up 
your own life for the demands of ministry. This is my Lenten prayer for you and me this year!
Enjoy some of the images below from our retreat!

Grace and Peace!
Dr. Jay
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Sabbath on Sunday
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Wesleyan Values for March -  A Time to Grow in Personal and Social Holiness 
                                           by:   Bishop Michael J. Coyner - Indiana
The month of March includes the “One Great Hour of Sharing” offering in which we United Methodists empha-
size giving for the needs of others.  This passion for giving is a distinct aspect of our Wesleyan tradition and an 
important part of our discipleship in the United Methodist Church.  Wesley claimed, “The world is my Parish,” 
and as descendants of Wesley, we make that claim, too.  The United Methodist Church is a global denomination, 
and our passion is for reaching the whole world for Christ and ministering to needs everywhere in the world.

The month of March continues our Lenten journey, and in most congregations this season affords a number of 
mission opportunities.  Our desire for personal and social holiness leads many congregations to explore many 
opportunities to serve others.

Around the District  
Clergy Spotlight          Rev. Jack Larwa
My four children are Michael 21, Katherine 17, Matthew 14, Nathan 12.   They are all wonderful and I am very proud 
of them.  Each one plays a musical instrument.  Michael is in college at Kentucky Wesleyan in his junior year.  He is 
studying Art and Music and may be a teacher some day.   Katie is a junior in High School and intends to work with 
children in her future.  The younger boys are very active in school and church.

I attended Berea College and received a B.A. in Philosophy. While in college at Berea I worked as a youth minister at 
the Berea United Methodist Church.  Upon graduation I followed my calling to preach and completed my MDiv at As-
bury Seminary while I served in the old Kentucky Conference.  After the merger I was fortunate to be sent to the Madi-
sonville District of the new conference and have been serving here for the last 13 years.  

In my spare time (if your are a preacher you are supposed to laugh here) I work in my wood shop making musical 
instruments.  I learned how to do this while at Berea.  It provides a nice escape from thinking about work and is an en-
joyable creative outlet.

Currently I am serving Eddyville United Methodist and I am happy to be a part of this loving and growing 
congregation.  They have blessed me and my family in many ways and I thank the Lord for calling me here to serve.

Volunteer In Mission Leaders Training
Hopkinsville First United Methodist Church will host a VIM Training on March 22, 2010.  Judy Neel, Conference 

Director of Volunteers in Mission will be here to lead the training.  Interested persons should contact the church at

270-886-0277.
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Bishop Lindsey Davis will be preaching at the Madisonville First United
Methodist Church on Sunday, March 21, 2010 at 10:45 AM.

Job Vacancy
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Church Administrative Assistant 
First United Methodist Church 
Madisonville, KY 
 

Reports To:                 Director of Finance & Administration 

Pay Rate:                     Hourly Commensurate with Experience 
Hours:                          M-F 8:00 AM ! 5:00 PM 
Application Deadline: March 07, 2010 
Posted on: February 23, 2010 
Position Summary: 
 
To perform the duties required to operate the Church Office; while maintaining a professional and 
Christian environment utilizing gifts and talents of self and volunteers.  

To provide welcoming and helpful assistance to those entering the church office complex. 

Job Description: 
1) Complete the correspondence of the pastoral and programming staff 
2) Design, print, publish and assemble bulletins, newsletter and promotional literature 
3) Statistical reporting 
4) !"#$%&#'&(#')(*$)(+,'-%./'"(0/#',1,&#- 
5) Oversee the maintenance and upkeep of the office/administrative equipment 
6) Maintain and order office supplies 
7) Maintain mailroom, in/outgoing mail and prepare bulk mailings 
8) Provide Outreach assistance to individuals from the community requesting assistance 
9) Maintain attendance and membership records 

Training/Experience/Knowledge/Skills and Abilities: 
!

1) Strong interpersonal skills, ability to communicate effectively, orally and in writing. 
2) Experience in Microsoft Office, Desktop Publisher and Shelby software. 
3) Ability to be organized, prioritize, detail oriented, proactive, problem solver and ability to take 

initiative. 
4) Punctual, flexible, professional, the ability to exercise discretion and maintain a high level of 

confidentiality. 
5) Ability to work without constant supervision. 
6) Familiarity with the United Methodist Church. 

Position Information: 

Job Title: Church Administrative Assistant 

Time Type: Full Time 

Denomination: United Methodist Church 

Worship Style: 3 Services - Traditional, Blended, Alternative  
 

Church Size: 500 

Contact Information: 

 

Rev. Shelley Caulder 
200 East Center Street 
Madisonville, Kentucky 42431 
shelley@madisonvillefumc.com  
 
270-821-5734 
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"I am very excited about our developing partnership with the Red Bird Missionary 
Conference.  I have always loved Appalachia and the people of the region.  I married 
a "mountain girl" 37 years ago.  At our wedding, one of her relatives told me that by 
marrying Jennifer I would forever be going back to the mountains.  And so it has 
been in my life. I attended college at Union in Knox County.  Jennfier is from Bell 
County.  I served in Johnson County for 4 years at the Paintsville Mayo Church.  In 
graduate school at UK  in the early 70's I was the graduate assistant to Dr. John B. 
Stephenson who later became President of Berea College.  It was from John that I 
learned about some of  the rich history and culture of the region.  He understood 
what it meant to be "in, of and for the mountains".  That really is my vision for our 
partnership.  Not all of us will literally be in the mountains, nor can we all call the 
mountains a part of our family and spiritual heritage.  But we can all be "for" the 
mountains and we can especially be "for" Red Bird.  Red Bird is the most 
comprehensive ministry of any church in Eastern Kentucky.  This year we begin a 
new journey with our sisters and brothers in Red Bird.  May God bless us all as we 
work together for the sake of God's kingdom."

A Statement from Bishop Lindsey Davis

Bishop Lindsey Davis



        Lay 
Academy of Church Excellence - Session 3  
    March 20, 2010   Trinity UMC, Princeton KY   9 AM - 3 PM.

 Remember .... LACE is for all believers, age 16 or older who desire to “grow in grace and knowledge of 
 our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ”.  ( 1 Peter 3:18 )   Lay Speakers will be giving their ministry 
 presentations on this day.  (IF YOU MISSED SESSION I - Please contact Jeri Parish for make-up info.)
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Bethel United Methodist Church 

Livingston County 
Pastor: Rev. Chuck Ladd 
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The District Office still has a fax machine available to any local church 
who will make use of it.  First call gets the fax machine.  270-825-2352

Upcoming Events and Dates to Remember
March 7, 2010	
 	
 	
 District Youth Rally,  Madisonville First UMC  3 - 6 ish PM  Middle/HS/College
March 10 -12, 2010	
 	
 Courage to Lead- A Circle of Trust Retreat for Clergy - Loucon Training Center
March 14, 2010	
	
 	
 One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
March 20, 2010	
 	
 LACE -Lay Academy of Church Excellence,  9 AM- 3 PM,  Trinity UMC, Princeton
March 21, 2010	
	
 	
 Bishop Lindsey Davis, Preaching at Madisonville First UMC  10:45 AM
March 21, 2010	
	
 	
 District Superintendency Committee, 3PM at the District Office.
March 27, 2010         	
 	
 Small Membership Church Workshop - “Keys to Effective Ministry”  POSTPONED
April 17, 2010	
 	
 	
 LACE- Lay Academy of Church Excellence,  9 AM - 3 PM,  Kuttawa UMC
May 8, 2010	
 	
 	
 LACE- Lay Academy of Church Excellence, 9 AM - 3 -PM, Hanson UMC
May 13 - 15, 2010	
 	
 Red Bird Immersion Event for Madisonville District
May 22, 2010	
 	
 	
 District Conference, Ogden Memorial, Princeton KY
May 23-30, 2010 	
 	
 KY License to Preach School, Lindsey Wilson College, Columbia KY
June 9-12, 2010	
	
 	
 Kentucky Annual Conference, Northern KY Convention Center, Covington, KY
August 2-4, 2010	
 	
 Courage to Lead- A Circle of Trust Retreat for Clergy - Kavanaugh Life Enrichment Cent.
August	
 	
 	
 	
 Minister’s Summit,  Lake Junaluska NC.  
November  3-5, 2010	
 	
 Courage to Lead- A Circle of Trust Retreat for Clergy - Aldersgate Camp & Retreat Cent.
December 3, 2010	
 	
 District Christmas Dinner -  Cadiz United Methodist Church

Madisonville District of the KY Conference
of the United Methodist Church
140 South Main Street
Madisonville, KY 42431
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