
In 1891, the members of 
the Woman's Missionary 
Society of the Evangelical 
Association took this 
pledge as they com-
mitted to mission. 

Words from our President   
 Mary Bertram  maryeber@windstream.net 

Soul Scanning - Spiritual Life Retreat 

Patsy.crady@gmail.com 

Greetings to all, 

This year United Method-
ist Women will be cele-
brating 145 years of ser-
vice to women, children 
and youth around the 
world.  Things are al-
ready in the planning 
stages for our 150th 
year. Recently I read a 
quote in a publication 
stating, “this (UMW) is 
not your mother’s organ-
ization!”  True!  And, nei-
ther do we live as our 
mothers did.  When I 
think of how the mothers 
of my grandchildren live 
today, I realize the organ-
ization cannot be what it 
was in our mother’s time, 
or even in ours.  Most 
young mothers hold 
down a full-time job, 

spend hours transporting 
the children to many ex-
tracurricular activities, as 
well as give support to 
their spouse and keep 
the home running.  Find-
ing time to be involved in 
UMW takes some real 
planning.  And, just take 
a look around you and 
realize how much the 
needs of women, chil-
dren and youth have 
changed.  After all, in 145 
years our world has com-
pletely changed.  The 
needs are so much great-
er today – or maybe with 
the wealth of communi-
cation we are more able 
to see the massive need. 

As we begin this 145th 
year, we have a great 
task before us.  

was one of our SOCM 
studies a few years ago. I 
know you will want to 
put these dates on your 
2015 calendar.  She is so 
spirit filled!   The theme 
for our retreat is Soul 
Scanning - “a retreat 

 Our conference retreat 
will be April 17th and 18th 
at Camp Loucon.  We will 
begin with dinner at 5:30 
on Friday and conclude 
about 2:30 on Saturday.  
Leading our retreat will 
be Rev. Mary Kathryn 

Pearce.  She is a District 
Superintendent in the 
Illinois Conference, and 
very active in UMW, hav-
ing taught in our SOCM, 
now Mission u.  She is 
the author of the book, 
Concerning Prayer, which 
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Social Action - Children’s Advocacy  
 Jane Dobson - janedobson1953@gmail.com 

environment and justice 
in our community.  Have 
a person in your unit or 
circle be the point and 
report back at your 
meetings. Be informed. 
Take action. Watch KET 
while the legislature is in 
session and know what 
your government is do-
ing.  Speak out according-
ly.  Be a strong voice, 
UMW ladies.   

In Christ,  

Jane Dobson,  
Social Action  
Coordinator.  

Our Social Action focus 
this Newslink will set 
your compass for Frank-
fort and the  February 5 
for Child Advocacy Day at 
the Capitol.  We will 
meet at St. Paul's UMC at 
9:00 EST for comments 
and some light breakfast 
repast and then on to the 
capitol via van shuttles.  
One can meet with their 
legislators if you have 
made an appointment 
ahead of time through 
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/ 
or calling 1-502-564-
8100.  Also one can 

attend Senate and House 
committee meetings 
from 8a.m. to 12 noon 
EST in the Capitol Annex. 
Lunch can be had in the 
cafeteria in the base-
ment. The open session 
of the General Assembly 
is in the afternoon.  
Come be a part of it.  

I would also encourage 
all circles and units to 
visit the Kentucky Legisla-
tive Homepage (http://
www.lrc.ky.gov/) and 
track at least one of the 
many bills that pertain to 
families and children, our 

 
To leave a message for 
legislators phone  
800-372-7181 
 
To track the legislative 
calendar phone  
800-633-9650 
The bill status line is  
866-840-2835 
  
OR go to the Legislative 
website: www.lrc.ky.gov 
and I believe you can do 
all of the above on this 
site. 
  
 

We had a SMALL but 
mighty group at our 
meeting yesterday.   
Melinda Smith spoke 
with us about advocacy 
for children during this 
legislative session.   
If you are interested, the 
following four bills are 
what the Children’s Alli-
ance would like us to en-
courage the passage of: 
HB 92: Licensure of Certi-
fied Alcohol and Drug 
Counselors 
SB 51: Duty to Warn Leg-
islation for Mental Health 
Professionals 

HB 301 / SB 119: Protect 
Children from Child 
Abuse 
HB 8: Protect youth from 
experiencing/witnessing 
violence 
 
You can find out more 
about these bills by going 
to the Children’s Alliance 
web-site at: 
www.childrensallianceky.
org and go to  
ADVOCACY. 
  
To find out who your 
elected officials are 
phone 888-868-3762  
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From the Front Line - Dee Reynolds  
     Via Church Women United 

Ed note: 

These articles were sub-
mitted prior to the Feb 5 
Advocacy Day in Frank-
fort.  It is not too late to 
make our position on 
these issues known.   

Use the information here 
to contact your legisla-
tors and advocate for our 
KY Children and Youth. 

http://kyyouth.org 

mailto:janedobson1953@gmail.com
tel:800-372-7181
tel:800-633-9650
tel:866-840-2835
http://www.lrc.ky.gov
http://www.childrensallianceky.org
http://www.childrensallianceky.org
tel:888-868-3762
http://kyyouth.org/
http://kyyouth.org/


From the Treasurer’s Ledger  
 Betty Dodson - vetteso@fuse.net 

the vine.  Neither can 
you bear fruit unless you 
remain in me.”   John 
15:4 

We need to embrace this 
year with an attitude of 
“YES WE CAN WITH 
GOD’S HELP”. 

Let’s look forward to the 
many blessings that God 
has in store for each of 
us in the coming days 
and months ahead.  I’m 
excited!!!!  Are you? 

Together as United 
Methodist Women we 
can make a difference for 
women, children and 
youth in our community, 
our city, our state, our 
country, our world.  Let’s 
journey together down 
the road of 2015 arm in 
arm giving of our finan-
cial gifts and ourselves 
knowing Jesus is our ever
-present Companion all 
the way. 

“He sat down, called the 
twelve disciples over to 
him and said, “Whoever 
wants to be first must 
take last place and be the 
servant of everyone 
else.”    Mark 9:35 

 

Shalom, 

Betty Dodson,  

KY Conf. Treasurer 

Greetings from the Treas-
urer’s Ledger!!  As I step 
forward into 2015, I am 
very excited for I know all 
the good things that KY 
United Methodist Wom-
en are accomplishing all 
across the state to fulfill 
our PURPOSE.  As I 
wrapped up fourth quar-
ter, 2014 a total of 
$58,602.45 as undesig-
nated giving was sent to 
National UM Women 
along with a total of 
$1,706.64 for designated 
giving.  As we review 
2014, the KY Conference 
UM Women’s pledge was 
$148,100 and together 
with the Lord as our sov-
ereign guide the KY Con-
ference United Method-
ist Women gave a total of 
$167,719.54 for undesig-
nated giving and a total 
of $19,644.60 for desig-
nated giving.  With a 
grand total of 
$187,364.14 coming 
from KY Conference Unit-
ed Methodist Women, 
just think of all the lives 
that will be touched and 
changed because of each 
one of you.   

As I ponder anew the 
year 2015 and what is 
ahead for each of us as 
United Methodist Wom-
en there have been a 
number of changes that I 

have had to accept in my 
profession.  Some are 
welcome changes while 
some have a tag of un-
known certainty hanging 
from it.  Fashion styles 
change, cultures change, 
governments change, 
people change.  You 
might change your mind, 
your preferences change 
and definitely as we jour-
ney through life ones 
perspective changes.  
United Methodist Wom-
en are changing and so 
will the KY Conference 
UM Women.  But you 
know what, our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ does 
not change and can I get 
an AMEN!  God’s charac-
ter will not change; He 
will act in perfect right-
eousness and love.  His 
love for His people will 
not grow cold.  The gos-
pel will never change.  
God’s Word is constant.  
We as people may mis-
use it, ridicule it, reject it.  
The Word of our Lord 
stands forever, certain 
and unchanging. 

“I am the Lord, and I do 
not change.”    Malachi 
3:6 

“Remain in me, and I will 
remain in you.  No 
branch can bear fruit by 
itself; it must remain in 

Betty Dodson 
KY Conference 

Treasurer 
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Will You  
Mission u? 

Sherry Mattingly -  
Vice President & Dean 
We’re already planning for 
Mission u and the Mission 
u Team will meet at 
Lindsey Wilson on March 
7 from 10 - 2.   
Registration forms will be 
available at the Spring 
Retreat and on-line. 
Just to whet your 
appetite, here’s a teaser: 

Geographic Study:  
Latin America 

Issue Study:  
Disabilities & the Church 
Spiritual Growth Study: 
Created for Happiness. 

Sherrymattinglyumw 
@gmail.com 



Mission Giving - 01.01.2014 - 12.31.2014 
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Where does our 

money Go? 

 

KY CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

      

01/01/2014 thru 12/31/2014   

      

      

MISSION GIVING     

 PLEDGE TO MISSION 135,989.27   

 SPEC MISSION RECOGNITION 9,130.00   

 GIFT TO MISSION 4,110.50   

 GIFT IN MEMORY 5,052.25   

 WORLD THANK OFFERING 13,437.52   

      

    $167,719.54   

      

      

SUPPLEMENTARY GIFTS   

 PRAYER & SELF DENIAL 10,030.15  

 BRIGHTER FUTURE CHILDREN 309.87  

 MAGAZINE FUND 110.96  

 RED BIRD MISSION 2,563.12  

 RED BIRD MISSION SCHOOL 50.00  

 MIKE & SHERRY MORRISSEY 425.00  

 HENDERSON SETTLEMENT 1,090.00  

 DOMESTIC VIOLENCE INITIATIVE 1,101.50  

 HELP STOP HUMAN TRAFFICKING 1,101.50  

 WESLEY HOUSE - LOUISVILLE 835.00  

 HAITI LUNCHES  100.00  

 UMCOR - UNDESIGNATED 782.00  

 ASSEMBLY OFFERING 1,145.50  

      

    $19,644.60   

      

      

 GRAND TOTAL SUBMITTED $187,364.14   

      

      

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/give/ways
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President’s Page, con’t from Page 1.                

deciphered, they will re-
veal such common things 
as the reflection of a 
child’s smile, the drop-
ping of a tear, the giving 
of a cup of cold water, 
the visit to the needy, a 
kindly word I was not too 
busy to say, the letter I 
found time to write after 
a weary day, and the 
word of encouragement 
spoken. Fill my pages 
with the little homely 
things of love, and in the 
last hour give me the 
satisfaction of a year 
spent in useful living for 
Thee.   Amen.” 

Blessings,  

Mary Bertram 

 

 "I will win one to the 
Women's Missionary So-
ciety to an awakened 
interest, to wider  hori-
zons, to a deeper sense 
of responsibility, to a 
deeper consecration. I do 
this because I have a re-
sponsibility to carry out 
the Great Commission. 
(Matthew 28:19)" (Quote 
from -Response, Febru-
ary 2015)  

How many women, 
young, middle-aged, or 
older have you invited to 
become a member of 
your unit?  Many of our 
units/circles have be-
come stagnant and we 
are failing to meet the 
needs of our women to-
day, young and older. 
Our mothers responded 
to the needs of their day 
and we must respond to 
the needs of this day and 
time.  I challenge each of 
you to enliven your units 
and look for ways to in-
volve your younger wom-
en. Be creative and  lov-
ing and show them you 
truly care and they will 
respond. 

Over the next two years, 
I hope you will work with 
me to light the spark in 
every unit. We have a 
major task ahead of us as 
we unite to form new 
districts. At present, 
there are many unan-
swered questions as to 

timing, election of offic-
ers, etc. The Conference 
Mission Team will be 
meeting on March 13, 
and at that time, it is my 
hope we will be able to 
produce acceptable 
guide lines for a success-
ful uniting. Please keep 
the Team in your prayers 
and don't forget to light 
the spark in your local 
unit so that the flame will 
spread throughout the 
entire Kentucky Confer-
ence and even to around 
the world. As we are in 
the first month of a new 
year, I leave you with the 
following prayer I read 
recently. 

“Father, I thank you for 
this year you have placed 
in my hands.  Its pages 
are so white and spotless 
that, almost, I am afraid.  
When the last page is 
written and the year is 
closed, I am wondering 
what its pages will show. 
I am not asking, Lord, for 
glaring headlines and a 
record of pomp and glo-
ry.  I am not asking for 
opportunities to do big 
things, but I ask that eve-
ry page may be full of 
tracings so delicate that 
one fails to see the de-
sign, and catches only 
the significance of the 
deed. I am asking that 
when the tracings are 

I am a  
United Methodist  

Woman 

Members of the Conference Mission Team in St Louis for  

Leadership Development Days. 

Betty Dodson, Brenda Ellis, Donna Jackson, Mary Bertram, 

Paula Taylor, Dee Reynolds, Betty Taylor, Teresa Clark. 
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Spiritual Life Retreat, Cont’d from page 1 

Supporting Our Own:  

Kentucky Conference Missionaries. 
Linda Gayheart  -    gayheart@tvscable.com  

and receive; leave being 
prepared to give. 

See you at Loucon! 

Patsy Crady 

Spiritual Growth 

 

which will move us to 
gently assess our soul’s 
spiritual health in order 
to grow deeper in faith-
fulness”. 

 If you have never been 
to Camp Loucon, you are 
in for a treat.  It is a great 
place to gather and 
spend time.  It is an in-
viting place and the staff 
does everything to make 
our stay there a wonder-

ful, refreshing experi-
ence.   The cinnamon 
rolls are yummy!  Char-
lotte Smith will be our 
registrar and you will find 
a registration form in this 
newsletter. 

Quoting Billy Graham, 
“God has given us two 
hands, one to receive 
and the other to give 
with.”  UM Women sis-
ters, come to this retreat 

Mike & Sherri Morrissey:  
Mike and Sherri are the 
first United Methodist 
missionaries assigned to 
Thailand and are respon-
sible for planting new 
congregations and mercy 
ministries and preparing 
United Methodist pastors 
and leaders for creden-
tialing and ordination.  In 
addition, they opened 
Blessing Home, a safe 
place to minister to chil-
dren rescued from the 
sex trade and drug 
trafficking.  For more in-
formation about the 
Morrisseys go to the 
Thailand Methodist Mis-
sion website, 
thailandmethodistmis-
sion.org   

Sharon, both family phy-
sicians, have felt God’s 
call to serve in the new 
country of South Sudan, 
where they have served 
since 2012.  They teach a 
Community Health Evan-
gelism program there, 
which has one of the 
poorest health care situa-
tions in the world.  Their 
vision is to help train Su-
danese community 
health workers to edu-
cate villagers in basic 
health practices.  They 
seek to make disciples of 
Jesus, who will, in turn, 
become disciple-makers.  
You can learn more 
about their  at The Mis-
sion Society website, the-
missionsociety.org, 
through their blog.  
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Rev Mary Kathryn Pearce 

Retreat leader. 

 

Mission Encounters 2015 

Mark your calendars now!  
SAVE THESE DATES!! 

August 27 – 30, 2015! 

UMW at Redbird & 
Henderson Settlement 

Plan to join your sisters in 
UMW in this beautiful 

Appalachian setting 

A time of serving,           
sharing & learning 

 

SEPTEMBER, 2015 

IMPACT Kentucky 

Kentucky Conference of 

the United Methodist 

Church 

Plan to join other United 

Methodists, hopefully in 

each District, in IMPACT 

Kentucky events 

As United Methodist 
Women, we have an op-
portunity to support mis-
sionaries throughout the 
world sponsored by UM 
Women.  In addition, we 
have the opportunity to 
support several mission-
aries who are “Kentucky 
Connected” through our 
Kentucky Conference.    
At times, these folks are 
available to come to your 
church and speak to your 
local unit or District UM 
Women about their min-
istries.   

Lynn & Sharon Fogle-
man:  After ten years of 
medical missionary ser-
vice in Maua Methodist 
Hospital in Kenya and 14 
years at Red Bird Clinic in 
Beverly, KY, Lynn and See  Education - page 7 

http://www.igrc.org/newsdetail/41981
http://www.igrc.org/newsdetail/41981


Education, cont’d from Page 6.                

and plans are to build a 
Hospitality Lodge there.  
GMPI provides monthly 
support for 6 pastors and 
the DS in Gulu, purchases 
properties for several 
churches, provided funds 
for micro-financing small 
business loans, bicycles 
for pastors and a motor-
cycle for District use.  In 
addition, money has 
been supplied for a 
bored hole well, a sewing 
machine, a youth soccer 
program, and hundreds 
of mosquito nets.  An 

 

Jamie & Lisa Williams: 
Both from Kentucky, Ja-
mie and Lisa are mission-
aries with the General 
Board of Global Minis-
tries and are serving in 
Belize/Honduras District 
of the Methodist Church.  
Jamie focuses on pastoral 
responsibilities, devo-
tional exercise in the 
schools and lay leader-
ship development.  Lisa 
serves as volunteer coor-
dinator.   Go to the 
GBGM website, umcmis-

sion.org, for more infor-
mation. 

John Shroll:  John coordi-
nates the work of the 
Gulu Methodist Partner-
ship Inc. (GMPI).  GMPI 
has sponsored Volun-
teers In Mission (VIM) 
teams to do construc-
tion, seminars, village 
evangelistic services and 
children’s ministries in 
Gulu in Northern Uganda 
since 2009.  The Gulu 
District Conference Cen-
ter has been constructed 
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orphan education schol-
arship program is the 
most recent effort.  More 
information can be found 
on the Gulu Methodist 
Partnership Inc., gu-
lumethodistpartnershipi
nc.org, website.   

Linda Gayheart 

Education &  

Interpretation 

Calling All Women - What’s Your Calling? 

PRAYERFULLY respond 
with an ENTHUSIASTIC 
YES!!!  You’ll not regret 
it, I can assure you!  Say-
ing yes changed my life 
and I am THANKFUL!! 
 
Dee Reynolds 
KY Conference UMW 
Nominations Chair 
 
*From the Committee on 
Nominations Manual, 
November 2014 p54 
 
 
Let your talents be 
known.  Fill out a Talent 
Bank Form.  You can find 
it on the UM Women 
website here, or navigate 

ence Committee on 
Nominations HOPES that 
you will JUMP at this op-
portunity when you are 
offered it…whether it be 
from your local United 
Methodist Women’s 
group, your district OR 
our conference!  Because 
this is EXACTLY what you 
are being offered—an 
opportunity of a lifetime 
that will change YOUR 
life as well as lives of 
women all around God’s 
world through partici-
pating in leadership in 
United Methodist Wom-
en. 
 
When asked, PLEASE, 

“What if someone 
offered you a two-year 
program of education 
free of charge?  What if 
they said you would re-
ceive not only traditional 
learning but hands-on 
training as well? What if 
they told you that the 
"class" would be a close 
supportive community of 
women who care deeply 
about the same things 
you care about and that 
the work would be part 
of the long continuing 
story of women involved 
in mission?”* How will 
YOU respond? 
 
Your Kentucky Confer-

to the UM Women page 
on www.kyumc.org.  
There is a link to the Tal-
ent Bank form on the 
main page. 

http://kyumc.org/console/files/oForms_YJ7JB6/07TalentBank_8UUWJVIB.pdf


OUR PURPOSE 

United Methodist Women 
shall be a community of 
women whose purpose is  

to know God and to expe-
rience freedom as whole 
persons through Jesus 
Christ;  

to develop a creative, sup-
portive fellowship;  

and to expand concepts of 
mission through participa-
tion in the global minis-
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Calendar of Events – 2015  
February 5, 2015  Children’s Advocacy Day – Frankfort KY  

March 6, 2015  World Day of Prayer (Church Women United) 
 
March 23, 2015 Looking forward to 150th Anniversary of UM Women 

Day of Giving, March 23, 2015.  
 

April 17-18, 2015 Spiritual Life Retreat  
 Camp Loucon, Leitchfield KY  

July 16 -19, 2015 Mission u   
 Lindsey Wilson College  

August 17-18, 2015 Mission Encounter 2015 
 KY Redbird Mission & Henderson Settlement 

September 2015 IMPACT Kentucky 
 YOUR District 

October 24, 2015 Conference Annual Mission Celebration  
 Broadway UMC, Bowling Green, KY.  

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150

