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Service of commiSSioning and ordination

april 17, 2021



Prelude: Spiritoso from Sonata #2 in A minor by G.P. Telemann

GREETING & PRAYER

Bishop Fairley

The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all.

And also with you.

Let us pray.
Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 
you gave to your apostles many excellent gifts.
Give your grace to all servants of your church,
that we may with diligence and faithfulness fulfill our various ministries.
Grant that we your people may follow where you lead, perfect our ministries,
and live in joyful obedience to your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

ECUMENICAL GREETING: Rev. Molly Shoulta Tucker
 Pastor of Ridgewood Baptist Church

*Apostle’s Creed
Do you believe in God?

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.



RECOGNITION OF COMMON MINISTRY

Bishop: Ministry is the work of God, done by the people of God. Through baptism all Christians are made part of 
the priesthood of all believers, the church; Christ’s body, made visible in the world. We all share in Christ’s ministry 
of love and service for the redemption of the human family and the whole of creation. Therefore, in celebration of 
our common ministry, I call upon all God’s people gathered here: Remember you are baptized, and be thankful.

All: We reaffirm our baptism and our common call to ministry. Thanks be to God!

PRESENTATION OF PERSONS TO BE ORDAINED OR COMMISSIONED

Bishop:
Who presents these candidates to be ordained or commissioned?

Conference Lay Leader: John Denham
As laity we have recommended them in our local congregations. We present them with our prayers and support.

Members of the Board of Ordained Ministry: Darren Brandon, BOM chair:
As the BOM have examined these candidates according to the standards of our Discipline and this annual 
conference of The United Methodist Church. We present them with our prayers and support.

We present:
Nancy Preston 

for ordination as deacon. We present them with our prayers and support.

We present:
Chris Basil
Amy Call
Eric Espada
Sam McConkey
Ashley Tackett-Evans
Craig Taylor
Rob Tucker

for ordination as elder. We present them with our prayers and support.

We present:
Michael McLean
Dustin Woods

for commissioning as provisional members preparing for ordained ministry as elders and

Lora Limeberry
preparing for ordained ministry as a deacon. We present them with our prayers and support.

Bishop Fairley
These persons are by God’s grace to be ordained or commissioned 
for set-apart ministry in Christ’s Holy Church. 
Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them
have discerned that they are persons of sound learning and of Christian character,
possess the necessary signs of God’s grace, 
and have demonstrated a profound commitment to serving Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, they believe them to be duly called to serve God. 



We ask you, people of God, to declare your assent to the ordination or commissioning 
of these persons. Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace,
to be ordained, or commissioned?

Congregation
We do! Thanks be to God!

Bishop Fairley
Will you uphold them in their ministry?

Congregation
With God’s help, we will.

THE GENERAL EXAMINATION

Bishop Fairley
My sisters and brothers in Christ, you have been called to an ordained or commissioned in set-apart ministry. The 
church now confirms your calling. 

As ordained or commissioned ministers, you are to be coworkers with all the people of God: With laity, bishops, 
elders, deacons, local pastors, provisional members, diaconal ministers, deaconesses, home missioners, supply pastors, 
with all who serve God in the Church. 

Remember you are called to serve rather than to be served, to proclaim the faith of the church and no other, to look 
after the concerns of God above all. 

So we may know you believe yourselves to be called by God and that you profess the Christian faith, we ask you: 

Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of ordained or licensed ministry?

Candidates
I do so believe.

Bishop Fairley
Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and confess Jesus Christ
as your Lord and Savior?

Candidates
I do so believe and confess.

Bishop Fairley
Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments contain all things necessary for salvation 
through faith in Jesus Christ and are the unique and authoritative standard for the church’s faith and life?

Candidates
I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.



Bishop Fairley
Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures, and with the help of the Holy Spirit continually 
rekindle the gift of God that is in you?

Candidates
I will, with the help of God.

Bishop Fairley
Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of Christ?

Candidates
I will, with the help of God.

Bishop Fairley
Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in Jesus Christ, to participate in the life 
and work of the community, and to seek peace, justice, and freedom for all people?

Candidates
I will, with the help of God.

Bishop Fairley
Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, accepting and upholding its order, liturgy, doctrine, and 
discipline, defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word, and committing yourself to be 
accountable with those serving with you, and to the bishop and those who are appointed to supervise your ministry?

Candidates
I will, with the help of God.

Bishop Fairley
Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, covenant to participate in the life
of the order, into which you are ordained or commissioned? Will you give yourself to God through the order in 
order to sustain and build each other up in prayer, study, worship and service the rule of life set forth in the vows 
you take this day?

Candidates
I will, with the help of God.

Bishop Fairley
May God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you the grace to perform them, that the work begun 
in you may be brought to perfection.

All
Amen.

Anthem: “I Am the Bread of Life” by René Clausen



PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE:

Scripture: Luke 9:10-17

Sermon:  You Feed Them Bishop Gary Mueller, 
 Arkansas Annual Conference

Instructions for Families and Friends Kevin Burney

COMMISSIONING OF PROVISIONAL MEMBERS

Bishop Fairley
By affirming the covenant of baptism, all members of Christ’s holy church pledge to serve as Christ’s representatives 
in the world.

Christ gave all of us this command: “Ask the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest.” We have asked, 
and the Lord has answered. These sisters and brothers know our Savior’s concern for God’s people, see the plentiful 
harvest, and are ready to respond generously to the Lord in the words of the prophet: “Here I am; send me.”

Urged on by the love of Christ and strengthened by the Holy Spirit, they now come to declare in public their desire 
to live out the covenant made at their baptism by binding themselves to the service of God under the supervision of 
the bishop and the guidance of colleagues in full connection and by being appointed to share as servant leaders in 
the body of Christ.

Today we commission them to service as they continue to prepare for ordained ministry among us.

EXAMINATION OF PROVISIONAL MEMBERS

Instructions for Families and Friends Kevin Burney

Bishop Fairley
Throughout Christian history, the church has commissioned people for leadership and service.  This commissioning 
is always a response to the guidance of the Holy Spirit, who calls and sends women and men to share in Christ’s 
ministry.

In the early church in Antioch, the Holy Spirit instructed the community to “set-apart…Barnabas and Saul for the 
work to which I have called them” (Acts 13:2).

In the early stages for such ministerial service, ordained leaders walk with commissioned leaders to mentor and form 
them in Christ’s ministry, just as Ananias, the more seasoned leader, guided Paul, the newly called evangelist, toward 
the fullness of his calling (Acts 9).

We gather here to commission men and women for ministry in the church.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, this is a solemn hour in your life and the life of the church.  You have shared in the 
ministry of all the baptized and you have witnessed that Christ calls you into ordained ministry.

Serving among us as faithful disciples, we have seen in you gifts and graces for leading the people of God in service.

Will you give yourself fully to the work of God in the world and to servant leadership in the life and work of 
Christ’s church?



Candidates
Following Christ, I will.

Bishop Fairley
Will you join with other provisional members for mutual support in the practice of leadership among the people of 
God?

Candidates
With God’s help, I will.

Bishop Fairley
God of the apostles and prophets, of the martyrs and teachers, you raise up men and women to be apostolic leaders 
in your church. By your Holy Spirit help these, your servants, to understand and live the mystery of your love with 
boldness and joy. Deepen their sense of purpose as they exercise commissioned ministry. Empower them, and those 
who will walk with them to guide their ministry, together with all of your people, to heal the sick, love the outcast, 
resist evil, preach the Word, and give themselves freely for your name’s sake.

LAYING ON OF HANDS PROVISIONAL MEMBERS

Bishop Fairley:
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon (Name).
Send (him/her) now to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ,
to announce the reign of God,
and to equip the church for ministry,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen.

EXAMINATION OF DEACON

Kevin Burney, Assistant to the Bishop and Director of Ministerial Services:
A deacon is called to share in Christ’s ministry of servanthood,
to relate the life of the community to its service in the world,
to lead others into Christian discipleship,
to nurture disciples for witness and service,
to lead in worship,
to teach and proclaim God’s Word,
to assist elders and appointed local pastors at Holy Baptism and Holy Communion,
to interpret to the church the world’s hurts and hopes,
to serve all people, particularly the poor, the sick, and the oppressed,
and to lead Christ’s people in ministries of compassion and justice,
liberation and reconciliation,
especially in the face of hardship and personal sacrifice.

This is the rule of life and work of a deacon.



Bishop Fairley:
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of a deacon?

I do so believe.

Bishop Fairley:
As these persons are recognized or ordained by God and the church
for the ministry of deacons
to which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray for them.

We thank you, Living God, that in your great love
you sent Jesus Christ to take the form of a servant,
becoming obedient even to death on the cross,
and now resurrected and exalted in the heavens.
You have taught us, by his word and example,
that whoever would be great among us must be servant of all.

Give this servant grace to be faithful to her promises,
constant in her discipleship,
and always ready for works of loving service.
Make her modest and humble, gentle and strong,
rooted and grounded in love.
Give her a share in the ministry of Jesus Christ,
who came not to be served but to serve.

LAYING ON OF HANDS DEACON

Father Almighty (Almighty God), pour upon (Name) the Holy Spirit
for the office and work of a deacon in Christ’s holy church.

Amen. 

(Name), take authority as a deacon
to proclaim the Word of God
and to lead God’s people
in ministries of compassion and justice;
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

EXAMINATION OF ELDERS

Kevin Burney, Assistant to the Bishop and Director of Ministerial Services
An elder is called to share in the ministry of Christ and of the whole church:
to preach and teach the Word of God and faithfully administer the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy 
Communion; to lead the people of God in worship and prayer; to lead persons to faith in Jesus Christ; to exercise 
pastoral supervision, to order the life of the congregation and the connection, to counsel the troubled, and declare 
the forgiveness of sin; to lead the people of God in obedience to Christ’s mission in the world; to seek justice, peace, 
and freedom for all people; and to take a responsible place in the government of the Church and in service in and to 
the community.  This is the rule of life and work of an elder.



Bishop Fairley
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of an elder?

Candidates
I do so believe.

Bishop Fairley
As these persons are ordained by the church for the office and work of elders to which we believe they have been 
called by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for them.

The people pray for them in silence.

Bishop Fairley 
We praise you, eternal God, because you have called us to be a priestly people, offering to You acceptable worship 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Apostle and High Priest, Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. We thank you that, by 
dying, Christ has overcome death, having ascended into heaven, has poured forth gifts abundantly on your people, 
making some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work 
of ministry, to build up Christ’s body, and to fulfill your gracious purpose in the world.

Give to these your servants the grace and power they need to serve you in this ministry.
Make them faithful pastors, patient teachers, and wise counselors. Enable them to serve without reproach, to 
proclaim the gospel of salvation, to administer the sacraments of the new covenant, and to offer with all your people 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

LAYING ON OF HANDS OF ELDERS

Almighty God, pour upon (Name) the Holy Spirit,
for the office and work of an elder in Christ’s holy church.

All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen.

Bishop Fairley
(Name), take authority as an elder
to preach the Word of God,
to administer the Holy Sacraments
and to order the life of the Church;
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen.

Instructions for Dismissal Kevin Burney

Benediction: Bishop Fairley

Postlude: Allegro non troppo from Solo Fantasie #7 by G.P. Telemann



ORDINATION AS ELDERS
Chris Basil
Spouse: Julia
Children:  Miriam
Degree(s): Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from The Ohio State University
 Master of Divinity from Asbury Seminary
Appointment: Senior Pastor, Somerset First UMC

Amy Call
Spouse:  Tyler 
Children:  Eloise 
Degree(s): BA, Religion and Sociology from Transylvania University
 MDiv and Master of Arts in Marriage and Family Therapy from 
 Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Louisville, KY
Appointment: Senior Pastor, St. John UMC in Owensboro, KY  

Eric Espada 
Spouse:  Cesia J.
Children:  Eric R., Isaac A.
Degree(s): Bachelor in Management
 MDiv from Asbury Seminary
Appointment: Senior Pastor, Island UMC in Island, KY

Sam McConkey
Spouse:  Melissa
Children:  Lewis, Miel 
Degree(s): BA, Ministerial Education, AAS, Music Ministry from God’s 
 Bible School & College in Cincinnati, Ohio
 MDiv from Asbury Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky
Appointment: Pastor, Oakland UMC in Melbourne, KY 

Ashley Tackett-Evans
Spouse:  Bobby
Degree(s): BA Religion from Georgetown College
 MDiv from Emory University, Candler School of Theology
Appointment: Lead Pastor, New Beginnings UMC in Stanford, KY

ORDINATION AS DEACON
Nancy Preston
Spouse:  Jeffrey
Children:  Andrea Preston Coldiron, Courtney Preston Kellner, J. Tate
Degree(s): Bachelor of Social Work, Morehead State University in 
 Morehead, Kentucky
 Master of Social Work, University of Kentucky in Lexington, 
 Kentucky Doctorate of Education Policy Studies and 
 Evaluation, University of Kentucky in Lexington, Kentucky 
 BGTS, United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio
Appointment: Outreach Ministries, Morehead State University, 
 Campus Director Greenup First United Methodist Church



Craig Taylor
Spouse:  Meagan
Children:  Reilly Taylor, Ezra Taylor
Degree(s): BS, Television Production from Murray State University 
 in Murray, Kentucky
 MDiv. Vanderbilt Divinity School
Appointment: Lead Pastor, Stovall UMC in Radcliff, KY

Rob Tucker
Spouse:  Molly Shoulta
Degree(s): BA, Religious Studies from Florida Southern College in 
 Lakeland, FL
 MDiv from Duke Divinity School in Durham, NC
Appointment: Lead Pastor, Watkins Memorial United Methodist Church 
 in Louisville, KY

COMMISSIONING ON THE ELDER TRACK

Michael McLean
Spouse:  Jo Ann
Children:  Mariah King, Madison
Degree(s): BS, Mechanical Engineering from Villanova University in 
 Villanova, PA
 MS, Financial Management from Naval Postgraduate School in 
 Monterey, CA MDIV from Asbury Theological Seminary in 
 Wilmore, KY
Appointment: Pastor, Sacramento UMC in Sacramento, KY

Dustin Woods
Spouse:  Emily
Children:  Wesley, Maxwell, Thomas, Jonathan
Degree(s): BA, History and Religion from Georgetown College in 
 Georgetown, Kentucky
 MDiv from Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky 
 MA, Education from Georgetown College in Georgetown, 
 Kentucky
Appointment: Associate Pastor, St. Paul UMC in Louisville, KY

COMMISSIONING ON THE DEACON TRACK
Lora Limeberry
Spouse:  John
Children:  Madilyn Limeberry
Degree(s): BBS, Accounting from Indiana University in Kokomo, Indiana
 MBA from Indiana University in New Albany, Indiana
Appointment: CPA in Finance and Accounting, National headquarters for the 
 Presbyterian Church, PCUSA, A Corp, in Louisville, KY



The Kentucky Conference mission is to 
Discover, Develop and Send 

passionate spiritual leaders and resources to make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

7400 Floydsburg Rd.
Crestwood, KY  40014


