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B U L L E T I N
2021 KentucKy conference of the united Methodist church

Annual Conference Online
June 6-8, 2021





Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I can think of no better theme for this year’s Annual Conference than “Know the Love of God.” If we had to 
summarize the Christian life in a few words, I think the word LOVE would be at the beginning and ending 
of our definition/summation: Love God. Love your neighbor. Love yourself, and above all, love Jesus.  For 
passionate spiritual disciples, love is a non-negotiable value. Our theme text (1 John 4:7-16) for this year’s 
Annual Conference makes it clear. “Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.” – 1 John 4:8.

As we approach Annual Conference, I challenge you to examine the ways in which your local church has, is, 
and will live into the wondrously vertical and horizontal love shown in God’s deep love for the world, a love 
so deep that God gave his only begotten Son. In what ways are we, as individuals and as the Kentucky Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church, giving witness to the world that perfect love casts out all fear? 
“Who [what] will separate us from the love of Christ?  Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us 
[me].” – Romans 8:35, 37. It is my prayer that we would so deeply share the love of God in Christ Jesus that our 
communities, nation, and world would ask, “What Wondrous Love Is This!”

As you are aware, once again due to COVID-19, we will not gather in person. It goes without saying that our 
hearts long for the day we can gather together, sharing signs of the peace, and renewing relationships through 
physical presence. Nothing can take the place of shared hugs, face-to-face conversation, or a firm handshake. 
However, as passionate spiritual disciples we believe in a love that overcomes all obstacles. We acknowledge in 
the face of hopelessness, despair, uncertainty, and injustice that none of these challenges “...nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” – Romans 8:39.

Friends, “In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice 
for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.” – 1 John 4:10-11. We must 
not grow weary in well doing. We must fight the good fight understanding that COVID-19 cannot stop the 
love of God. Hatred of any kind cannot stop the love of God. Uncertainty cannot stop the love of God. Injustice 
cannot stop the love of God. 

I pray that the people called United Methodist in Kentucky will, in both word and deed, live into the great hope 
that absolutely nothing will, can, or ever stop the flow of God’s love. It is simply our calling individually, and as 
an Annual Conference, to share this amazing love in a hurting, uncertain, and anxious world. We can do this, 
Kentucky!
 
“So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in 
God, and God abides in them.” – 1 John 4:16.

In Christ,

Bishop Leonard E. Fairley
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Service of Commissioning and Ordination, 3:00 pm
Monday, June 7, 2021

Live Stream Ordination Service from Christ’s Church, Louisville

Prelude: Adagio (Sonata I) – Felix Mendelssohn Dr. Shawn Dawson

GREETING & PRAYER
Bishop Fairley:
The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all.

And also with you.

Let us pray.
Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 
you gave to your apostles many excellent gifts.
Give your grace to all servants of your church,
that we may with diligence and faithfulness fulfill our various ministries.
Grant that we your people may follow where you lead, perfect our ministries,
and live in joyful obedience to your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

ECUMENICAL GREETING: 
Rev. Dr. George Love, Pastor, Hebron Presbyterian Church 

*Apostle’s Creed
Do you believe in God?

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and buried.
He descended to the dead.
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On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

RECOGNITION OF COMMON MINISTRY

Bishop: 
Ministry is the work of God, done by the people of God. Through baptism all Christians are 
made part of the priesthood of all believers, the church; Christ’s body, made visible in the 
world. We all share in Christ’s ministry of love and service for the redemption of the human 
family and the whole of creation. Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry, I call 
upon all God’s people gathered here: Remember you are baptized, and be thankful.

All: We reaffirm our baptism and our common call to ministry. Thanks be to God!

PRESENTATION OF PERSONS TO BE ORDAINED, 
COMMISSIONED OR RECOGNIZED

Bishop:
Who presents these candidates to be ordained or commissioned?

Conference Lay Leader: Jonna Carter
As laity we have recommended them in our local congregations. We present them with our 
prayers and support.

Members of the Board of Ordained Ministry: Darren Brandon, BOM chair:
As the BOM have examined these candidates according to the standards of our Discipline
and this annual conference of The United Methodist Church. We present them with our 
prayers and support.
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We present (read by Rev. Esther Jahdav):   
   Chad Brandt
   Todd Smith
   Rodney Stuart-Wilcox
   Caleb Wheat
for Ordination as Elders. We present them with our prayers and support.

We present:
   Sunday Daleng
for Commissioning as a Provisional Member preparing for ordained ministry as elder.  
We present him with our prayers and support.

We also present: 
   John Carwell
for Recognition as an Associate Member. We present him with our prayers and support.

Bishop Fairley:
These persons are by God’s grace to be ordained or commissioned 
for set apart ministry in Christ’s Holy Church. 
Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them
have discerned that they are persons of sound learning and of Christian character,
possess the necessary signs of God’s grace, 
and have demonstrated a profound commitment to serve Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, they believe them to be duly called to serve God. 

We ask you, people of God, to declare your assent to the ordination or commissioning 
of these persons. Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace,
to be ordained, commissioned, received or recognized?

Congregation
We do! Thanks be to God!

Bishop Fairley:
Will you uphold them in their ministry?

Congregation
With God’s help, we will.
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THE GENERAL EXAMINATION

Bishop Fairley:
My sisters and brothers in Christ, you have been called to an ordained or commissioned in 
set apart ministry. The church now confirms your calling. 

As ordained or commissioned ministers, you are to be coworkers with all the people of God: 
With laity, bishops, elders, deacons, local pastors, provisional members, diaconal ministers, 
deaconesses, home missioners, supply pastors, with all who serve God in the Church. 

Remember you are called to serve rather than to be served, to proclaim the faith of the 
church and no other, to look after the concerns of God above all. 

So we may know you believe yourselves to be called by God and that you profess the 
Christian faith, we ask you: 

Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of ordained or licensed ministry?

Candidates:
I do so believe.

Bishop Fairley:
Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and confess Jesus Christ
as your Lord and Savior?

Candidates:
I do so believe and confess.

Bishop Fairley:
Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments contain all things 
necessary for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ and are the unique and authoritative 
standard for the church’s faith and life?

Candidates:
I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.

Bishop Fairley:
Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures, and with the help of the 
Holy Spirit continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you?

Candidates:
I will, with the help of God.
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Bishop Fairley:
Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of Christ?

Candidates:
I will, with the help of God.

Bishop Fairley:
Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in Jesus Christ, to 
participate in the life and work of the community, and to seek peace, justice, and freedom for 
all people?

Candidates:
I will, with the help of God.

Bishop Fairley:
Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, accepting and upholding its order, 
liturgy, doctrine, and discipline, defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy 
Word, and committing yourself to be accountable with those serving with you, and to the 
bishop and those who are appointed to supervise your ministry?

Candidates:
I will, with the help of God.

Bishop Fairley:
Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, covenant to participate in the life
of the order, into which you are ordained or commissioned? Will you give yourself to God 
through the order in order to sustain and build each other up in prayer, study, worship and 
ser-vice the rule of life set forth in the vows you take this day?

Candidates:
I will, with the help of God.

Bishop Fairley:
May God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you grace to perform them, 
that the work begun in you may be brought to perfection.

All:  Amen.

Anthem:  Give Me Jesus, arr. Mark Hayes                                   Dr. Daniel Blosser
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PROCLAMATION & RESPONSE

Scripture: Luke 24:45-49

Sermon:  Witness To These Things                               Bishop Mary “Dindy” Taylor, 
 Holston Conference

COMMISSIONING OF PROVISIONAL MEMBERS
Family and friends of the commissioning, recognition, and ordination candidates are invited to 

stand where they are when their candidate is commissioned, ordained, or recognized.

Bishop Fairley:
By affirming the covenant of baptism, all members of Christ’s holy church pledge to serve as 
Christ’s representatives in the world.

Christ gave all of us this command: “Ask the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into 
his harvest.” We have asked, and the Lord has answered. These sisters and brothers know 
our Savior’s concern for God’s people, see the plentiful harvest, and are ready to respond 
generously to the Lord in the words of the prophet: “Here I am; send me.”

Urged on by the love of Christ and strengthened by the Holy Spirit, they now come to 
declare in public their desire to live out the covenant made at their baptism by binding 
themselves to the service of God under the supervision of the bishop and the guidance of 
colleagues in full connection and by being appointed to share as servant leaders in the body 
of Christ.

Today we commission them to service as they continue to prepare for ordained ministry 
among us.

EXAMINATION OF PROVISIONAL MEMBERS

Bishop Fairley:
Throughout Christian history, the church has commissioned people for leadership and 
service.  This commissioning is always a response to the guidance of the Holy Spirit, who 
calls and sends women and men to share in Christ’s ministry.

In the early church in Antioch, the Holy Spirit instructed the community to “set apart…
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them” (Acts 13:2).

In the early stages for such ministerial service, ordained leaders walk with commissioned 
leaders to mentor and form them in Christ’s ministry, just as Ananias, the more seasoned 
leader, guided Paul, the newly-called evangelist, toward the fullness of his calling (Acts 9).
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We gather here to commission men and women for ministry in the church.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, this is a solemn hour in your life and the life of the church.  You 
have shared in the ministry of all the baptized and you have witnessed that Christ calls you 
into ordained ministry.

Serving among us as faithful disciples, we have seen in you gifts and graces for leading the 
people of God in service.

Will you give yourself fully to the work of God in the world and to servant leadership in the 
life and work of Christ’s church?

Candidates:
Following Christ, I will.

Bishop Fairley:
Will you join with other provisional members for mutual support in the practice of leadership 
among the people of God?

Candidates:
With God’s help, I will.

Bishop Fairley:
God of the apostles and prophets, of the martyrs and teachers, you raise up men and women 
to be apostolic leaders in your church. By your Holy Spirit help these, your servants, to 
understand and live the mystery of your love with boldness and joy. Deepen their sense of 
purpose as they exercise commissioned ministry. Empower them, and those who will walk 
with them to guide their ministry, together with all of your people, to heal the sick, love the 
outcast, resist evil, preach the Word, and give themselves freely for your name’s sake.

LAYING ON OF HANDS PROVISIONAL MEMBERS

Bishop Fairley:
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon Sunday Daleng.
Send him now to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ,
to announce the reign of God,
and to equip the church for ministry,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen.
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EXAMINATION OF ASSOCIATE MEMBER  
Persons to be recognized as associate members may now stand and present themselves 

before the bishop and the congregation.

Bishop Fairley:
Will you, for the sake of the Church’s life and mission, covenant to participate in the 
Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate Members? Will you give yourself to God through 
the Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate Members in order to sustain and build each 
other up in prayer, study, worship and service?

The people pray for them in silence.

We give thanks to you, Gracious God, that in your great love you sent Jesus Christ, to take 
the form of a servant, becoming obedient even unto death on the cross, and now resurrected 
and exalted in the heavens. And that you have taught us, by his word and example, that 
whoever would be great among us must be servant of all.
 
Give to this servant the grace and power to serve you in ministry. Clothe him with your 
righteousness so that your people may be strengthened and your name glorified in the entire 
world. Amen.

Candidate:
I will, with the help of God, and with the help of my sisters and brothers in the Fellowship of 
Local Pastors and Associate Members.

RECOGNITION OF ASSOCIATE MEMBER
Persons to be recognized as associate members may now stand and present themselves 

before the bishop and the congregation.

Bishop Fairley:
You have served among us faithfully a local pastor, demonstrating your commitment to 
accept and uphold the doctrine, liturgy, and discipline of The United Methodist Church, 
under the appointment of the bishop. You have now fulfilled the requirements and been 
elected by the clergy ses-sion of this annual conference as an associate member. We rejoice 
that you have been called to serve among us, and pray that God may guide your ministry. 

As each candidate comes forward, the bishop greets each one: 

John Carwell, we now recognize you as an associate member in the name of the annual 
conference.
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EXAMINATION OF ELDERS

Rev. Rebecca Heid,  Vice-chairperson of the Board of Ordained Ministry:
An elder is called to share in the ministry of Christ and of the whole church:
to preach and teach the Word of God and faithfully administer the sacraments of Holy 
Baptism and Holy Communion; to lead the people of God in worship and prayer; to lead 
persons to faith in Jesus Christ; to exercise pastoral supervision, to order the life of the 
congregation and the connection, to counsel the troubled, and declare the forgiveness of 
sin; to lead the people of God in obedience to Christ’s mission in the world; to seek justice, 
peace, and freedom for all people; and to take a responsible place in the government of the 
Church and in service in and to the community.

This is the rule of life and work of an elder.

Bishop Fairley:
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of an elder?

Candidates
I do so believe.

Bishop Fairley:
As these persons are ordained by the church for the office and work of elders to which we 
believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for them.

The people pray for them in silence.

Bishop Fairley: 
We praise you, eternal God, because you have called us to be a priestly people, offering to 
You acceptable worship through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Apostle and High Priest, Shepherd 
and Bishop of our souls. We thank you that, by dying, Christ has overcome death, having 
ascended into heaven, has poured forth gifts abundantly on your people, making some 
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for 
the work of ministry, to build up Christ’s body, and to fulfill your gracious purpose in the 
world.

Give to these your servants the grace and power they need to serve you in this ministry. 
Make them faithful pastors, patient teachers, and wise counselors. Enable them to serve 
without reproach, to proclaim the gospel of salvation, to administer the sacraments of the 
new covenant, and to offer with all your people spiritual sacrifices acceptable to you; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.
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LAYING ON OF HANDS OF ELDERS

Bishop Fairley:
Almighty God, pour upon Name the Holy Spirit,
for the office and work of an elder in Christ’s holy church.

All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen.

Bishop Fairley:
Full Name, take authority as an elder
to preach the Word of God,
to administer the Holy Sacraments
and to order the life of the Church;
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen.

Instructions for Dismissal Kevin Burney

Benediction: Bishop Fairley

Postlude: Fugue in G major, BWV 541/2 – J. S. Bach Dr. Shawn Dawson
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Chad Brandt 
Spouse:  Rachalle Ann
Children:  Kassandra Karen, Dawson Donald, Marshall Raymond,  
 Sawyer Joseph
Degree(s): B.A. Elementary Education from Spring Arbor University in 
 Spring Arbor, Michigan
 MDiv from Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, KY
Appointment: Immanuel United Methodist Church - Lakeside Park, KY 
 (Florence, KY) Northern Kentucky District Associate Pastor 
 Immanuel Boone Campus Pastor, Pastor of Missions

Todd Smith
Spouse:  Melissa
Degree(s): BA, History and Criminal Justice from Lindsey Wilson 
 College in Columbia, KY
 MDiv from Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary in 
 Louisville, KY
Appointment: Pastor, Breckenridge Street United Methodist Church in 
 Owensboro, KY

Rodney Stuart-Wilcox
Spouse:  Ronda Stewart
Children:  Micah Stewart, Anna Stewart
Degree(s): Bachelor of Arts from Brewton-Parker College in 
 Mount Vernon, GA
 MDiv from Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond 
 in Richmond, VA
Appointment: Pastor at Mount Tabor UMC in Crestwood, KY

Caleb Wheat
Spouse:  Gwendolyn
Children:  Jaxton, Katherine
Degree(s): BA, Christian Ministries from Asbury University 
 in Wilmore, KY
 MDiv from Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, KY
Appointment: Pastor, St. James UMC in Bowling Green, KY

ORDINATION ON THE ELDER TRACK
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 COMMISSIONING ON THE ELDER TRACK 

Sunday Daleng
Spouse: Salome 
Children:  Grace, Jason, Victoria, Maribeth
Degree(s): Accountancy, Federal Polytechnic Bauchi, Nigeria
 M. Div. Theological College of Northern, Bukuru, Plateau State,  
 Nigeria DMin. from Asbury Theological Seminary, Kentucky
Appointment: Pastor, Wesley UMC in Lexington, KY

RECOGNITION AS AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER

John Carwell
Spouse:  Stacia 
Children:  Michael, Madison, Nicholas
Degree(s): BS, Biblical Studies and Telecommunications from 
 Johnson Bible College of Knoxville Tennessee
Appointment: Pastor, Centenary UMC in Ashland, KY
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Opening Worship, 9:00 am
June 8, 2021

Call To Worship:  Psalm 105:1-3 Michael Preacely

*Songs of Praise:  Oh How I Love Jesus 
                                 How He Loves

Scripture: 1 John 4:9-16 NRSV Rev. Matt Seel
            
Sermon: A More Excellent Way Bishop Leonard Fairley

Closing Song:  Living He Loved Me

Benediction: Bishop  Leonard Fairley

Service of Lament and Remembrance 1:00 pm
June 8, 2021

Prelude

Spoken Word: Precious Lord, Hear Our Cry   Rev. LeTicia Preacely

Hymn: Sweet Hour of Prayer

Prayer of Lament Rev. Dr. Loletuth Kalz

Song:  Healing

Scripture: Isaiah 40:27-31 Rev. Yasmel Reyes

Naming Memorials Bishop Al Gwinn

Closing Prayer Bishop Leonard Fairley
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MEMOIRS
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CLERGY
Rev. Philip Thomas Barnum

Rev. Amy Lin Caulder
Rev. Edward ‘Buddy’ Coleman

Rev. Michael Eugene Coppersmith
Rev. Donald Eugene Dorris

Rev. Jack Milton Eller
Rev. Michael R. Grimes

Rev. Dr. Harold G. Hunter
Rev. Jadell Janes

Rev. John Wesley Kays Jr.
Rev. Kevin F. McGee
Rev. Billy Gene Raby

Rev. Howard Lynn Ramsey
Rev. Bob G. Ray

Rev. Gilbert Schroerlucke
Rev. Orin M. Simmerman Jr.

Rev. Kenneth ‘Kenny’ Simpson
Rev. Dr. William B. ‘Bill’ Taylor
Rev. Warren Gregory Vanover

Rev. Dean R. Weber
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Rev. Philip Thomas Barnum
May 23, 1945 – Aug. 6, 2020

From Housatonic, 
Massachusetts, PT’s love of 
Christ and his faith brought him 
to Kentucky.  As a teenager, he 
attended a revival in Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts, and through the 
preaching of Brother E. Stanley 
Jones heard the Lord calling him 
into ministry.

Philip grew up in a United 
Methodist family that always 
attended church. PT lived with his 

dad, mom, younger brother, and grandmother. His dad served as 
church treasurer. Mom taught Sunday School.

Philip was active in Boy Scouts, delivered newspapers every day, 
and enjoyed neighborhood ballgames as well as fishing. The biggest 
catch of his life was a 52-pound, 4-ounce king salmon caught in the 
Talkeetna River in Alaska on June 30, 2008.

In 1964, the Barnums had a Massachusetts pastor who was 
friends with the Dean of Sue Bennett College in London, Kentucky. 
Philip decided to attend there. He met Peggy Beard from Laurel 
County, Kentucky, who was living on campus. They attended the 
UMC together on Wednesday nights. In college, Philip served 
student pastorates at Burnett’s Chapel in Pulaski County and 
Manchester in Clay County. Philip and Peggy graduated Sue 
Bennett in 1966 and in 1968 from Union Methodist College in 
Barbourville, Kentucky. . They married June 21, 1969, at Trinity 
UMC in Corbin. Philip earned his Masters of Divinity at Emory 
University in Atlanta in 1971.

The Barnums were blessed with two sons, Stephen and Michael. 
Stephen spent five summers working at Camp Loucon and often 
serves as a voluntary camp counselor. He married Denise Krebs; they 
have four children:  Berkley, Ember, Arlee, and Otto, of Nashville. 

Michael spent six summers working at Loucon and married 
Reagan Royster of Henderson. They have seven children:  Helen, 
Harper, Halle, Henry, Holly, Holt, and Harrison, of Woodburn. 
Michael is a school principal. These grandchildren were such 
blessings to Gran and Gramps in their 51 years of marriage. They 
retired to Bowling Green in 2011.

During his ministry PT loved people and never met strangers. 
He was well known for his boisterous laugh, overflowing generosity, 
and genuine compassion for everyone he met. He enjoyed 
shepherding his flock by preaching, visitation, prayer, and serving on 
mission boards.

As a blood donor, Philip gave over 10 gallons (80 pints) to the 
American Red Cross, transitioning to apheresis,  enabling them 
to take the platelets and return his plasma. PT was also an active 
Rotarian serving as President of the Central City Rotary Club. 

In 41 years of ministry, Philip and Peggy served churches in 
Springfield, Louisville’s Parkwood, Irvington, Mt. Washington, 
Louisville’s Aldersgate, Central City, Trinity in Columbia, and 
Louisville’s Virginia Avenue. Peggy retired from teaching school 
32 years. Both of them were active in the Emmaus movement in 
Elizabethtown and Louisville.

Philip fought a long battle with Alzheimer’s. On Mar. 12, 2020, 
COVID stopped Peggy from her twice-daily visits to care for him 
at Magnolia Village in Bowling Green. The Lord saw our family 
through this journey. PRAISE HIS NAME! Philip has been set 
free. 

Rev. Amy Lin Caulder
Oct. 1, 1964-May 17, 2020

Amy Lin Caulder passed 
away Sunday morning, May 17, 
2020, age 55, surrounded by her 
children and husband, Shelley, 
in her home in Princeton, 
Kentucky, following a five-year 
battle with brain cancer.

Through all her work 
and seasons, Amy had been a 
dedicated and compassionate 
mother, wife, and friend. 
She home-schooled all six of 
her children in the classical 

tradition, and in every community she lived, she taught Sunday 
School classes; led Bible study, met regularly with prayer groups; 
and counseled, mentored, and supported many. She was down-
to-earth, embracing the real truths of everyday life together, 
and unfailingly funny. As a teacher she was quick to listen and 
understand and patient to explain, always asking great questions 
and engaging all learners. She cared deeply for the emotional, 
spiritual, and physical well-being of everyone she knew, and was 
always ready to listen, process, and empathize, listening with the 
compassionate heart of God to everyone she spoke with.

Amy was born Oct. 1, 1964, to David Finch and Patricia 
Finch. She earned a B.A. in Elementary Education (Asbury 
University) in 1986 and an M.A. in Counseling (Asbury 
Theological Seminary) in 1990. She married Shelley Caulder Jr., 
in 1987. The Caulders moved to St. Joseph, Michigan, in 1991. 
In 1996, they moved to Shelbyville, Kentucky, and in 2001, 
they served as missionaries in Kenya, where Amy taught Bible 
and counseling classes at Kenya Highlands Bible College. In 
2005, they returned to the U.S. and the Greater Louisville area 
before moving to Madisonville, Kentucky, in 2008. In 2016, 
Amy began serving in pastoral appointments with the Kentucky 
Annual Conference. In 2019, Shelley was appointed to Ogden 
Memorial UMC in Princeton, where he and Amy spent the last 
months of their marriage as they had spent their first: connected 
to each other and connected in Christ.

Besides Shelley, her husband of 32 years, she is survived by 
her father, Rev. David Finch; her mother, Patricia Murphy; her 
children, Erin, Allie (Steve), Ben, Zoe, Anne, and Mattie; and 
her three grandchildren.

Amy was preceded in death by her brother, Rev. Dr. Jeffrey 
Finch.
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Rev. Edward ‘Buddy’ Coleman
Jan. 17, 1935-March 19, 2021

Rev. Edward “Buddy” 
Coleman, 86, passed away 
peacefully March 19, 2021, 
at his home in Shelbyville, 
Kentucky, surrounded by his 
loving family. 

Buddy served in the 
ministry for 59 years after 
graduating from Asbury 
College and Asbury Theological 
Seminary. He faithfully served 
as pastor to Cerro Gordo 

and Olivet UMC, North Carolina; Frankfort St. Paul UMC, 
Middlesboro First UMC, Georgetown First UMC, Shelbyville 
Centenary UMC, Pikeville UMC, Somerset First UMC, 
Middletown UMC and Shannon’s Funeral Home in Shelbyville. 
Buddy also served for a short time as chaplain for the Kentucky 
State Police.

He is preceded in death by his parents, Clifton and Cora 
Rayney Coleman; and his brother and sister-in-law, Kenneth & 
Barbara Coleman. 

He is survived by his wife of 61 years, Joyce Coleman; 
daughters, Elizabeth Coleman and Debbie (Butch) McCoy; 
sons David (Shari) Coleman and Steve (Kim) Coleman; 
grandchildren, Chris (Lana) McCoy, Jon (Claire) McCoy, 
Lauren McCoy, Joy ( Joey) Wilhoite, Hope (Brian) Wise, Buddy 
Coleman, Jake Coleman, K.C. Coleman and Kelsey Whillhoite; 
and his great-grandchildren, Maks and Lorelei McCoy, Hunter 
and Brooklyn McCoy, Jack, Boone and Anne Wilhoite and 
future great-grandchild, Baby Wise.

Rev. Michael Eugene Coppersmith
Sept. 30, 1962-Oct. 4, 2020

After 58 years of enriching 
the lives of others around him, Rev. 
Michael Eugene Coppersmith was 
called home on Oct. 4, 2020, at 
Norton Hospital in Louisville.

He was born on Sunday, Sept. 
30, 1962, in Pomona, California, 
to Floyd Eugene and Holly Kay 
(Noland) Coppersmith.

Michael graduated from 
Montclair High School in 
Montclair, California, in 1979. He 

completed a bachelor’s in Christian Counseling Psychology and a 
master’s in Christian Leadership Studies at Lindsey Wilson College 
in Columbia, Kentucky. He received a master’s degree in Divinity 
Theology at Asbury University in Wilmore, Kentucky.

Michael was a veteran of the U.S. Army and a United 
Methodist minister, having served as pastor of several churches in 
Kentucky, including: First United Methodist Church of Cynthiana, 
Campbellsville First United Methodist Church in Campbellsville, 
Union and Hayes Chapel in Russell County, Beech Grove in Science 
Hill,  Sardis Chapel in Nancy, and Fellowship in Shopville.

Michael was a family man known for his quick wit, contagious 
smile and empathetic spirit. He was a man of faith, as he served the 
Lord and his congregations. He had a desire to help others and put 
together multiple mission trips, with his most recent trip to Africa to 
build a school in November 2019. He also had a passion for singing 
and playing the guitar, which you may have witnessed at one of his 
Sunday services. His loved ones describe him as the backbone of the 
family. Michael enjoyed volunteering as chaplain at Middlesboro 
ARH Hospital in Middlesboro , Harrison Memorial Hospital in 
Cynthiana, Lake Cumberland Regional Hospital in Somerset, and 
Kentucky Department of Corrections in Frankfort. Michael served 
as a professor at Lindsey Wilson College, where he taught classes in 
Christian Ministry and Evangelism.

Michael is survived by his loving wife of 24 years, Sharon 
Coppersmith; children Jyll (Paul) Hansen of Somerset, Samuel 
Redmon of Campbellsville, Marion (Sierra) Redmon of Cynthiana, 
Alexandra (Taylor) Stai of Lexington, Trinity Coppersmith of 
Campbellsville;  grandchildren, Madilyn Redmon, Eloise and 
Ava Stai; mother, Holly (Ron) Coppersmith of Bridgeport, 
Connecticut; sister Rebecca Coppersmith of Somerset; nephews 
David (Samantha) Coppersmith and Spencer Howell; niece Hannah 
Stacey; and a host of loving cousins, great nieces and nephews, 
extended family members and dear friends.

Michael was preceded in death by his father, Floyd 
Coppersmith, and his sister, Cynthia Coppersmith.

In his own words, Michael described himself on Twitter: “I 
love my beautiful wife Sharon, and we are blessed with 5 fantastic 
children. God has called us into a wonderful ministry of proclaiming 
the good news of Jesus.”

He reminded his community of family and friends before he 
passed that “I’ll be going to be with the man I’ve been preaching 
about for so many years.” Or I’m a winner either way.

Michael proclaimed the good news all the days of his life, and 
his family is glad to celebrate him.  While Michael walks on with 
the Lord, his family is left with the reminder of his affairs on Earth. 
Michael’s family would like to thank everyone for their kind words 
and support during this time. 
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Rev. Donald Eugene Dorris
April 11, 1935-July 20, 2020

Rev. Donald Eugene Dorris, 85, 
of Louisville, formerly of Bowling 
Green, Kentucky, returned to the 
Lord on Monday, July 20, 2020, at 
Baptist Health. 

Mr. Dorris was a United 
Methodist minister for over 50 years, 
served as chaplain for many fire and 
police departments over the years, 
and was honored to be a U.S. Army 
veteran. He served a number of 
churches in Kentucky, most recently 

Fairview in Warren County in 2014-15 and Union Chapel in Allen 
County from 2005-2014. He officially retired in 2002.

He is survived by his wife, Polly Dorris; two sons, Greg (Toni) 
and Daniel (Melissa) Dorris; four grandchildren, Leslie Dorris, 
Ashley Byerley (Kevin), Tyler and Amanda Dorris; along with two 
great-grandchildren, Ava Claire and Oliver.

Rev. Jack Milton Eller
Nov. 17, 1935-July 13, 2020

Jack Milton Eller was 
born November 17, 1935 and 
departed this life Monday, July 
13, 2020, reaching the age of 
84 years. He was the son of the 
late Hughie Arthur and Gladys 
(Crabtree) Eller.      

He married Joyce Koger 
and to this union one child was 
born.

Rev. Eller served a number 
of churches, mostly in Western 

Kentucky, most recently at St. John in Hopkinsville from 1994-
97. He retired in 1997.

He is survived by his daughter, Tabby ( Jim) Bewley; one 
sister, Janet Griffie: and two grandchildren; along with a host of 
family and friends. 

In addition to his parents, Hughie and Gladys Eller, he was 
preceded in death by his wife by about two weeks, and several 
siblings.
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Rev. Michael R. Grimes
Sept. 7, 1944–Aug. 19, 2020

Rev. Michael R. Grimes, 
75, passed from this life to 
heaven on Aug. 19, 2020.

He left behind his 
wife of 56 years, Shirley, a 
daughter, Amanda (Craig) 
Dossett, a son, Matt (Brooke) 
Grimes; grandchildren 
Ragon (McKenzie) Fugate, 
Ethan Dossett, Gavin and 
Gunner Grimes; and great-
grandchildren Waylon and 

Jaxson Fugate. He was preceded in death by a son, Michael 
Todd Grimes.

Mike felt the call to preach several years before he 
surrendered. At an altar in Salem United Methodist Church in 
1980, he knelt before God saying, “I will go where you want me 
to go, but please watch over my family.” From that moment on 
there was no turning back.  

Mike spent his 40 years of ministry serving United 
Methodist churches in his home county of Livingston 
(Pennyrile District) with the exception of three years at 
Calhoun/Rumsey UMC in the Owensboro District.  He was 
known as the minister who was Methodist but preached like 
a Baptist and had a Pentecostal heart. He always took that 
statement as a great compliment. He was loved by all who 
met him and he had such a contagious way of sharing God’s 
message. He wanted everyone to know there was more to 
serving God than just attending church each Sunday.

After his retirement in 2007, Mike continued to pastor 
McMurray Chapel UMC until his departure. The last 
several years of his ministry were devoted to making sure his 
congregation grew in the knowledge that in order to receive a 
blessing they had to arrive each Sunday wanting and expecting a 
blessing from God.

Mike had always said, “I don’t want you to have a funeral 
service for me when I pass. I want the service to be a going-
home celebration in God’s House.” There was no second-
guessing where he would want the service to be held – Lola 
Pentecostal Church. Brother Tim Fouts delivered the final 
message.

The legacy Mike left behind is seen today in the 
congregation at McMurray Chapel. They listened and learned 
by example and are now equipped to carry on the work God has 
set before them.

Rev. Dr. Harold G. Hunter
Oct. 8, 1934-March 12, 2021

Rev. Dr. Harold G. Hunter, 
86, born on Oct. 8, 1934, 
entered his eternal rest and was 
reunited with his sweetheart on 
March 12, 2021. 

A retired United 
Methodist Church pastor, 
Harold devoted his life to 
his family and members of 
each of the many churches 
he served from Moreland, to 
Loyall, Cumberland, Irvine, 

Ashland, Shelbyville, Danville, and to Ashland as District 
Superintendent, and finished his service of ministry at his home 
church Epworth UMC in Lexington, where he began. 

He was a daily reader of the Bible, a woodworker, and 
baker of his annual Christmas jam cakes. He loved volunteering 
in his retirement as a Sunday School teacher and worship 
leader at various churches. He was a patriarch of strong beliefs, 
unwavering faith and deep love for his family. He was also an 
avid Wildcat fan. 

Left to cherish his memory and carry on his legacy are two 
sons, Michael (Carla) and John (Traci); beloved grandchildren, 
Adam Hunter, Chana (Ben) Goodin, Katie Hunter, John 
Hunter Jr., Jacqueline (Michael) Rakoczy, Annie (Corey) Jones, 
Corrie Hunter, and Ellie Hunter; and he was delighted to 
welcome a great-grandson, Ford Allen Jones. A brother, Wayne, 
also survives. 

He was reunited in death with his beloved wife, Marjo; a 
son, David; and siblings Donald, Doris, and Russell. 

Harold will be missed by the many people whose lives he 
touched as a pastor and friend.



21

Rev. Jadell Janes
Oct. 11, 1945-Dec. 4, 2020

Rev. Jadell “Jay” Janes was 
born in Chance, Kentucky, and 
worked in God’s service as a U.S. 
Air Force chaplain and pastor in 
the United Methodist Church. 

He married his beloved wife, 
Carolyn, in 1967 and they had two 
sons, Brian and Neil.

Jay answered God’s call to 
pastoral ministry in 1971. He 
was a 1974 graduate of Kentucky 
Wesleyan College, and earned a 

Master of Divinity degree from Vanderbilt University and a 
Master of Theology degree from Princeton University. 

Following ordination, he joined the Air Force as a chaplain. 
He spent over 20 years of distinguished service in a variety of 
assignments including Castle Air Force Base in California, 
Misawa AFB in Japan, Princeton University (AFIT) in New 
Jersey, Seymour Johnson AFB in North Carolina, Air War 
College in Alabama, Anderson AFB in Guam, and Ellsworth 
AFB in South Dakota. 

Upon retirement from the Air Force, Jay pastored churches 
in Adair, Clinton, and Russell counties. When he retired from 
pastoral ministry, he enjoyed playing golf with his friends at The 
Pines at LIndsey Wilson College Golf Course. 

He loved spending time with his family, especially his 
grandchildren Tanner, Addison and Stella, for whom he made 
many sacrifices. He loved giving gifts and he rarely ate a family 
meal that wasn’t “the best I ever had!”

Rev. John Wesley Kays Jr.
Oct. 9, 1932-Sept. 12, 2020

John Wesley Kays Jr., 87, of 
Louisville, passed peacefully on 
Saturday, Sept. 12, 2020, surrounded 
by his family. 

“John,” “Jack” or “Jackie” was 
born in Harrodsburg, Kentucky, on 
Oct. 9, 1932, to Lida Vaught-Moore 
and John Wesley Kays. In 1953, 
John married Audra Cooper of 
Lexington and soon after graduated 
with his B.A. from Asbury College. 

In 1954, he was drafted into 
the U.S. Army during the Korean War and served as a chaplains’ 
assistant. Later, he attended Louisville Presbyterian Seminary for his 
Divinity Degree and re-enlisted in the Army as a chaplain. He had 
many stateside and foreign tours, including a year in Vietnam. His 
highest declaration in the military was the Bronze sStar Medal and 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 

Upon retirement in 1980, he continued his music passion and 
was awarded a position as the Fort Knox Head Music Coordinator, 
but he also sang in the Kentucky Opera, taught at Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University as well as the University of Louisville 
School of Music, all while finishing his master’s and doctorate 
in music composition through the University of Kentucky and 
University of Louisville. For his master’s thesis, he wrote the 
orchestral score for the United Methodist Bicentennial held in 
Louisville.

John, along with Audra, became members of St. Paul UMC 
when they moved from Fort Knox to Louisville in 1993. 

Besides his wife, John is survived by a son, Michael A. Kays 
(Tracey); five grandchildren, Chris, Chelsea, Brandon and Catherine 
Kays, and Alana Mori; and a great-grandchild, Nikayla Sevilla. 
He was preceded in death by his parents and sister, Virginia K. 
Chamberlin.
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Rev. Kevin F. McGee
March 5, 1964-June 4, 2020

Rev. Kevin F. McGee, 56, died 
Thursday, June 4, 2020. 

He was a minister throughout 
his adult life, pastoring in Florida, 
Ohio, Oklahoma and Kentucky. 
In Kentucky he served at three 
churches in the Owensboro 
District from 2007 to 2017: Boling 
Chapel, Mt. Pleasant (Ohio 
County), and Shiloh.

Kevin was born in St. Louis to 
Frank and the late JoAnn McGee and grew up in Granite City, 
Illinois. He loved spending time with family, being a Pappy, 
and playing cards with his dad. He was the biggest St. Louis 
Cardinals fan you ever met. 

Kevin is survived by his wife, Michelle Shinault McGee; 
his father, Frank (Margie) McGee; his children, Zach, Lindsay 
(Tim) Hickling, Melody, Alex (Sabrina) and Jeremy; two 
grandchildren, Brayden and Arabella; his sister, Tracie McGee 
(Neri Menjivar); his stepbrother, George (Kim) Smith; his 
stepsisters, Diane (Keith) Garrett and Donna (Richard) 
Robinson; his in-laws, Cecil and Rebecca Shinault; several 
nieces and nephews; and a special caregiver, Shanda Brumfield.

Rev. Billy Gene Raby
Oct. 23, 1939 – Dec. 27, 2020

The family of the late Rev. Billy 
Gene Raby is proud to celebrate his 
life and honor his service to the United 
Methodist Church. He and his wife, 
Peggy, were married for 62 years and have 
three children, Lessia Roberts, David 
Raby (Selena), and Mary Beth Frith 
(Scott) along with nine grandchildren, 13 
great-grandchildren, and two great-great-
grandchildren. 

Born and raised in south-central 
Kentucky, Billy was a graduate of 

Pembroke High School and then served in the Navy. Upon 
completion of service, he returned to his home state. He was working 
as an electrical engineer at the Tennessee Valley Authority when he 
was called into ministry. Billy started as a part-time pastor, and it 
wasn’t long before God called him to full-time ministry that would 
culminate in him becoming an Elder in the United Methodist 
Church. 

Billy started his ministry in 1976 at O’Roark and Stuart’s 
Chapel in Logan County. From there, he served several other 
congregations across south-central Kentucky. While a full-time 
minister, Billy diligently pursued continuing education. He 
graduated from Western Kentucky University and Lindsey Wilson 
College and completed programs of study at Vanderbilt University 
Divinity School, Emory University and St. Paul University.

During his ministry, Billy was active in the Emmaus/Chrysalis 
community, where he served as Spiritual Director for many years. 
And, as they had the opportunity, he and Peggy served on mission 
trips that spanned from the southern United States to Costa Rica.

After retirement, Billy and Peggy lived on their “farm” in 
Greenville, Kentucky, where they were still very active in the local 
United Methodist community. Billy spent the final few years of his 
life at his and Peggy’s home in Spring Hill, Tennessee, where they 
lived close to their children.

Billy was proud to wear the robe of a United Methodist 
minister and the stole of a United Methodist Elder. So, it was only 
fitting that his earthly body was buried in his robe. His funeral and 
burial services in December 2020 were especially memorable as he 
was provided military honors at a military cemetery that was donned 
with wreaths in honor of Christ’s birth. How perfect of an ending to 
the time on Earth of a man who spent his life serving our Lord and 
Savior and is now spending an eternity with his Heavenly Father 
where Billy undoubtedly heard upon arrival, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant.”
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Rev. Howard Lynn Ramsey
July 31, 1930-Jan. 24, 2021

Rev. Howard Lynn Ramsey, 
90, of Georgetown, Texas, a former 
administrator at Kentucky Wesleyan 
College, passed away on Sunday, Jan. 24, 
2021, due to complications related to 
COVID-19.  

Howard was the son of Benjamin 
Franklin Ramsey and Jewel Estelle 
Ramsey of Mart, Texas. Howard had six 
brothers and sisters: Dorothy Ben Erwin, 
Carmen McKinney, Bruce Ramsey, 
Dayton (Pat) Ramsey, Mary Kemp and 

Linda Payne. 
Howard is survived by his wife, Merrill S. Ramsey of 

Georgetown); three children, James H. Ramsey of Sequim, 
Washington), Rebecca R. McGuire of Georgetown,) and Paul 
S. Ramsey of Orlando, Florida); and three grandchildren, 
Stephen P. Ramsey, Christian S. Ramsey, and Aaron D. Clark. 
Howard is also survived by two siblings.

Dr. Ramsey held a Ph.D. from Columbia University and 
degrees from Southern Methodist University and Perkins 
School of Theology. He valued the expression of Christ’s love 
for all people and was a lifelong educator and teacher of adult 
Sunday School.

Dr. Ramsey had a distinguished career as a Professor at 
Lycoming College, Professor and Dean at McMurry College, 
and Dean and VP of Academic Affairs at Kentucky Wesleyan 
College from 1968-1974. 

Dr. Ramsey changed careers later in life and became 
an executive at Owensboro National Bank. He retired from 
banking in 1996, then served on the Board of Palmetto Electric 
Cooperative (Bluffton, South Carolina) before returning to his 
roots in central Texas in 2010.

Rev. Bob G. Ray
March 14, 1937-April 7, 2021

Rev. Bob G. Ray, 84, 
much-loved United Methodist 
minister and public-school 
teacher, passed away on 
April 7, 2021, at his home in 
Owingsville, Kentucky. At the 
time of his death, he was a 
Minister of Visitation at Mt. 
Sterling First UMC. Previous 
to this, through many years, 
he served churches in Bath, 
Fleming, Nicholas and Mason 
Counties, and also in Illinois.

Rev. Ray was born in 
Greensburg, Indiana, on March 

14, 1937, to Maurice (Pappy) and Pearl Thrasher Ray, who 
predeceased him. One sister, Donna Brandon, and one brother, 
Danny Ray, also predeceased him.

He graduated from Clarksburg Elementary and High 
School, then served in the Army and was stationed in Germany 
from Feb. 2, 1956, to Dec. 22, 1957. He earned a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Education and in Geography from Morehead State 
University. He also spent several summers studying at Duke 
University Divinity School.

He married Thelma (Dolly) Meadows on Oct. 21, 1961, 
and she survives. He is also survived by three sons, Mike, Jeff 
(Lisa) and Tim (Michelle); four grandsons, Nathan, Collin, 
Ian and Taylor; two granddaughters, Geena and Mikayla; and 
one great-grandson, Tyson. Also surviving is one sister, Marilee 
Menkedick, of Greensburg; one brother, David (Loretta) Ray 
of Tennessee; one sister-in-law, Mary Stangles, of Carrollton, 
Kentucky; and several nieces and nephews.
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Rev. Gilbert Schroerlucke
Dec. 11, 1923-Jan. 4, 2021

When our dad died in 
January, the pandemic precluded 
a traditional funeral. So, we 
came up with an innovative 
way to remember and honor his 
remarkable 97 years of life: We 
created an online remembrance 
video, which we would like to 
share with you at www.veercast.
com/gilbert  

Perhaps you knew Gilbert 
during his 32-year career with 

the Louisville Conference, where he served five congregations 
in different parts of the state. After graduating from Candler 
School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta in 1953, 
Gilbert began his ministry in Louisville with a new-church start 
that became Preston Highway UMC. From there, he served four 
other congregations in Louisville, Cadiz and Irvington, ending 
his formal career with a 17-year pastorate at West Broadway 
UMC in Louisville.

Gilbert was recognized for leadership in the areas of 
Christian adult education, urban ministry, innovation in worship 
and leading congregations to a broader understanding of social 
justice.

At his core, “Rev,” as he was later called, was a staunch 
advocate in many social justice movements: civil rights, 
LGBTQ rights, women’s equality, and reproductive freedom. 
Gilbert was a courageous, dedicated, and faithful follower of 
the radical social gospel of Jesus. For Gilbert, faith and action 
were inseparable, rooted in God’s Agape love. This was not a 
theoretical tenet but a guiding principle for his life.

At times, his advocacy was in conflict with institutional 
norms, but he persevered in faithful witness, gaining the respect 
and gratitude of many.  

In retirement, Gilbert and his wife, Bettye, found a 
church home at Fourth Avenue United Methodist Church 
in downtown Louisville. He continued his faith in action as a 
Sunday School leader, pianist, handyman, and volunteer with 
the Open Door Ministry, providing daily meals for people in 
need.  

Gilbert was a creative and fun-loving person with hobbies 
that included playing piano and accordion, composing hymns, 
woodworking, fishing, and gardening. He was also a handyman 
and could fix anything, or at least try. He could play a mean 
game of croquet and was an avid fan of the Louisville Cardinals. 
He loved family get-togethers and group sing-alongs.

In 2008, Gilbert wrote a memoir, “I Did What I Could,” 
and designated that all proceeds support Open Door Ministries.

Our dad touched the lives of all who knew him. His loving 
nature, humor and gentle strength will be a lasting influence in 
many lives. The strength and courage he found in living has been 
passed on to his five children (the “five K’s”) and their spouses, 
his nine grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren.

- From the Five K’s:  Keith, Kaye, Kathy, Kim, and Kelly

Rev. Orin M. Simmerman Jr.
Oct. 21, 1926-July 13, 2020

Orin M. Simmerman, Jr. was 
born on Oct. 21, 1926, in Wilmore, 
Kentucky, where his father was a 
student at Asbury College. Raised 
with eight brothers and sisters 
by their parents in Methodist 
parsonages across Kentucky during 
the Great Depression, Orin knew 
well the inevitable difficulties and 
divine moments of pastoral ministry. 

After graduating from 
Mason County High School in 

1944, he served in the U.S. Navy during World War II. And then 
God called and led him to Asbury College, Asbury Theological 
Seminary, music evangelism, ordination in the Methodist Church, 
and 41 years of itinerant ministry throughout the Kentucky Annual 
Conference. His appointments included Greenup First, Liberty 
(Casey County), planting a church (Aldersgate) in Lexington, South 
Ashland, Versailles First, Somerset First, Advance Memorial and the 
Frankfort District.

Three words describe the eternal significance of Orin’s ministry: 
preaching, praying and visiting. He preached the Gospel and invited 
all to believe and receive Christ as Savior and follow Him as Lord. 
He began each day with the Word of God, which then ordered 
his prayers and daily activities. Orin visited from house to house, 
reaching out to the unchurched, caring for his flock and leading 
many to faith in Jesus. He was an evangelist at heart. A bishop once 
commented that Orin led more people to Christ than any pastor he 
knew. 

Orin’s greatest loves were God; his wife, Mary Ella, to whom 
he was married 73 years; his children, Orin III, Mary Esther, 
Bruce, Melody and their spouses; his grandchildren and great-
grandchildren; the Church; his clergy colleagues; friends across the 
Commonwealth; and UK basketball. It should be said that there was 
a man sent from God, and his name was Orin Simmerman.

Orin passed from the shadows of Earth into the full glory of 
God’s presence on July 6, 2020, at home in Lexington, Kentucky, 
surrounded by family. He was 93. A graveside service was held at 
Bluegrass Memorial Gardens in Lexington on July 13, 2020.
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Rev. Kenneth ‘Kenny’ Simpson
Feb. 22, 1947-Dec. 11, 2020

There were three things 
that Kenneth “Kenny” Simpson 
knew:

1.) God is real.
2.) Jesus is His son.
3.) Everything in the Bible 

is real.
If you spent any time with 

Kenny at all, you will already 
know this about him. Kenny’s 
path to the pulpit was a bumpy 
one, but once he arrived there 

he was fully committed to the convictions that Christ laid on 
his heart, especially when it came to interracial families and 
biracial children. Being biracial himself, he knew that Sundays 
were one of the most segregated days across the United States 
and understood the need for these families to have a place they 
felt comfortable worshiping in, so he started Brick By Brick 
United Methodist Church (removing walls that divide). Kenny’s 
convictions led him all over the world in mission ministries, to 
Africa, India, Mexico, and Brazil, just to name a few.

In his later years, he spent time visiting Indian reservations 
and using his electrical and carpentry skills to help get homes 
on the reservation up to code as well as donating clothing, 
books and money. His impact over the 30-plus years reached 
beyond what can ever be recalled. Kenny was a unique 
personality but an amazing grandfather a loving and proud 
father, a supportive brother, a dependable friend. You won’t 
find anyone who will ever say he let them down, as he always 
showed up in his boots and overalls ready to tackle the task at 
hand.

Kenny was 73 when he passed away. The last four years, he 
was battling acute myeloid leukemia. If you got the chance to 
call him to check in, you heard his favorite saying, “I’m doing 
better than expected,” a testament to his outlook on his health 
situation. In a conversation with one of his daughters, he said: ”I 
don’t know why God has me hanging on, but I always trust that 
He knows what He is doing. Maybe it’s to show you girls how 
to trust fully in the Lord.”

There have been numerous phone calls from all over the 
world to the family, and the conversations always focused on 
how Kenny loved the Lord and what an influence he was in 
their own spiritual walk. The family has been able to be at peace 
with his passing because it is understood that he is now at his  
heart’s truest desire resting in the arms of his Lord and Savior.

The Simpson family thanks everyone for their love and 
support over the last four years.

Rev. Dr. William B. ‘Bill’ Taylor
Dec. 21, 1942-Feb. 11, 2021

Rev. Dr. William B. “Bill” 
Taylor, age 78, of Hopkinsville, 
Kentucky, went home to be 
with his beloved Lord on 
Thursday, Feb. 11, 2021.

He was born Dec. 21, 
1942, in the Julien community 
of Christian County, Kentucky; 
he was the son of the late Rev. 
Bartley Taylor and Helen Dean 
Calhoun Taylor.  He graduated 
from Trigg County High 

School in 1960 and enlisted in the United States Navy, serving 
during Vietnam, and was honorably discharged at the rank of 
Signalman 3rd Class.

In 1965, Bill surrendered to God’s call to the ministry and 
enrolled in Bible College. He was ordained in May 1966 and 
began his journey of ministry at Bethany Baptist Church in 
Graves County. He enrolled in Campbellsville College, where 
he earned his B.S. degree, and later at Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, North Carolina, where 
he received his MDiv and DMin degrees. 

He ministered to many Baptist churches across Kentucky, 
Tennessee and North Carolina, and always counted it as a 
privilege to share God’s word and His love for people, leading 
many to salvation. After serving as a Southern Baptist minister 
for 35 years, in 2004 he was ordained as a Full Elder at the 
Kentucky Annual Conference and continued his journey of 
service and ministry in various United Methodist churches for 
an additional 15 years until his retirement. Even after retirement 
he served five more years, and was a faithful servant of our Lord.

Bill was kind, caring and loving during all of his 55 years 
in ministry. He also encouraged and helped younger pastors 
whenever he could. He was a true man of God. He is survived 
by his wife and partner in ministry, Paula Jones Taylor of 
Hopkinsville.  Bill would say, “Thank you, United Methodists, 
for taking me in and allowing me to find my spiritual home.” 
“God placed me in heavenly places and has allowed me to walk 
alongside some of the most wonderful sons and daughters of 
God.” “I am a United Methodist by choice.”

Methodist churches served: Herndon/Lafayette in 
Christian County, Chestnut Oak/Glenns Chapel in Lyon 
County, St. Andrew in Campbellsville, Hilldale in Hawesville 
and Christian Heights in Hopkinsville.
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Rev. Warren Gregory Vanover
Aug. 18, 1956-Dec. 28, 2020

Rev. Warren Gregory 
Vanover, 64, of Sandy Hook, 
passed away Monday, Dec. 28, 
2020, in Ashland, Kentucky, 
surrounded by family.

Born Aug. 18, 1956, in 
Ashland he was the son of the 
late Warren G. and Francis 
Kouns Vanover. In addition to 
his parents, Warren was preceded 
in death by one brother, Doug 
Vanover.

Warren is survived by his loving wife of 44 years, Elaine 
Vanover; two adoring daughters, Sharon (Roy) Ison and 
Michelle (Brad) Kidd; five idolizing grandchildren, Griffin 
Hamilton, Shelby Ison, Kolten Hamilton, Kailey Hamilton, and 
Jackson Kidd; and two precious furbabies, Harley and Boomer, 
all of Sandy Hook. Also surviving are Warren’s siblings, Bill 
Vanover of Flatwoods, Maxine Mansfield of Lexington, Gerrie 
Reeves of Flatwoods, and Sheila Walker of Louisiana.

Warren grew up in Boyd County. When called to preach, 
he and Elaine headed to Kansas City, where he attended four 
years of seminary. Early in his career with the Kentucky Annual 
Conference, he, Elaine, and the girls moved to Elliott County, 
where he served Sandy Hook and Stark United Methodist 
Churches for 34 years.

Warren loved to preach. He enjoyed hospital ministries, 
coaching high school basketball, and spending time with his 
family and community. Warren never missed an opportunity 
to witness for others, whether it be in the church house or 
on the ball court. He enjoyed camaraderie with everyone he 
encountered. Rev. Warren Vanover was a one-man support 
system to many, sharing his trust and comfort in Jesus Christ 
along the way.

In 2000, Warren became a grandfather affectionately 
known as “Pap” to his sidekick Griffin Chase. He cherished his 
time spoiling his grandchildren. He enjoyed cheering them on 
from the sidelines, but also coaching them. Although passionate 
about basketball, Pap also taught them the value of hard work 
with a Weed Eater. Most important, he taught them about our 
Lord and Savior.

Warren was a member of Green Hill Masonic Lodge 
No. 521, preacher, coach, friend, family, witness, neighbor, and 
luckily for everyone, he was a CHILD OF GOD.

Rev. Dean R. Weber
Jan. 15, 1953-July 8, 2020

Dean R. Weber, 67, of 
Owensboro, passed away 
Wednesday, July 8, 2020, while 
under the care of Hospice of 
Western Kentucky. 

He was born Jan. 15, 1953, 
in Carthage, Missouri, to the late 
Earl and Bertha Weber. Dean was a 
retired United Methodist minister 
who dedicated 46 years to his 
calling, mostly in Western Kentucky. 
After his retirement in 2017, he 

became the part-time minister at 
Shavers Chapel in Bremen, Kentucky.

He is survived by his loving wife of 39 years, Scarlett Sue 
Weber; his children, Dean Roger Weber II, Laura (Bobby) 
Whitehouse; and five grandchildren, Isaac, Blake, Gracie, Adrian, 
and Grady.
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Ann Thompson Strader
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Eleanor Sleamaker Brinson
Sept. 26, 1920-Nov. 18, 2020

Eleanor Sleamaker Brinson 
was known for her loving 
nature.

Growing up in parsonages 
as the daughter of the late 
Rev. Dr. Robert L. and Dora 
Vance Sleamaker and then 
marrying the late Rev. Dr. 
John C. Brinson, Eleanor loved 
everything connected with the 
United Methodist Church. She 

worked with Conference positions as a young adult, and later 
held positions with United Methodist Women and the Itineris 
Club.  Eleanor enjoyed leading junior choirs and participating 
in church activities – not just because she was the minister’s 
wife but because she genuinely enjoyed it. She also creatively 
taught elementary school and, because of moving around the 
Conference,  finally received tenure in her 20th year of teaching.  

Eleanor was known as a person who loved people and 
loved God, praying in conversation with God and getting to the 
heart of an issue. In her retirement years, she and Dr. Brinson 
were members at Buechel United Methodist Church, where 
some referred to them as “Mr. and Mrs. Buechel UMC.” She 
was a cheerleader for her ministers and loved them dearly; 
her ministers encouraged her and supported her. People often 
mentioned her love, wisdom and ability to listen, and the mutual 
love was so obvious.  

Her most important passion after retiring was making sure 
her husband was cared for at home during his illness. She was 
heroic in her determination and love in caring for him.

The attached photo was taken at her 100th birthday. Even 
though it was socially distanced, her family and friends made 
it a spectacular event. She said the celebration “was like a little 
bit of heaven” and she appreciated her multitude of cards and 
outpouring of love.

Eleanor loved attending Annual Conference and was there 
most years until she was 97.

Eleanor was predeceased by her parents, her husband and 
siblings Mary Sue Kruse and Dr. Robert L. Sleamaker; and 
is survived by her daughters, Pat Brinson ( Jerry Fielden), and 
Debbie Brinson of Louisville; her sister Pat Webster Rankin 
(Rev. Dr. Don Rankin), Lake Junaluska, North Carolina; her 
brother Bill Sleamaker, Vassalboro, Maine; her sister-in-law 
Lena Allen Sleamaker, Louisville; and her dear friends from 
Buechel UMC and other churches.

To see her family members and the churches she served 
with her husband, go to her obituary at https://tinyurl.com/
EleanorBrinson

Connie Lou Craig
Feb. 7, 1957-Sept. 18, 2020

Connie Lou (Woodrum) Craig, 
63, was born in Albany, Kentucky, 
on Feb. 7, 1957. She entered heaven’s 
gates on Friday, Sept. 18, 2020.

Connie was a member of 
the Eastern Star (429), United 
Methodist Women, Church Women 
United, as well as an associate 
member of Vine Grove United 
Methodist Church and Concord 
UMC. She also held a variety of 
positions at the district level of the 
United Methodist Women as well 
as Annual Conference committees. 
Several times she served as a lay 
delegate to the Kentucky Annual 

Conference. 
She answered the call into ministry alongside her husband, 

Rev. Johnny E. Craig. As a preacher’s wife and true steward, she 
served all of their church appointments with fervor, grace, and 
love. Appointments served were:  Yeargins Chapel/Lead Hill 
,Hopkinsville District 1993-1997; Harned/Horsley Chapel, 
Elizabethtown District 1997-2004; Kilgore, Ashland District, 2004-
2006; Lee’s Chapel, Columbia District 2006-2010; and Vine Grove, 
Heartland District, 2010-2015.

Driven by Christ’s example, Connie devoted her life to 
helping others. Connie taught Sunday School and led children’s 
church and Vacation Bible School. In addition, she was a choir 
member, Christmas caroler, food pantry volunteer, and trunk-or-
treat organizer. She gave of herself through her leadership and 
participation in nursing home ministry, prison ministry, creating and 
delivering food baskets, and compiling kits for soldiers.

Connie’s highest priority was the people in her life. She was 
a tireless advocate for her husband, children, and grandchildren. 
She lived her life for others, focusing heavily in her later years on 
caregiving, her children, and her grandchildren.

Connie loved the world around her. She soaked up the beauty 
of the ocean, sunshine, waterfalls, and the flowers all around us. She 
loved adventures, traveling with her husband and family, and all 
things new. Of course, Connie’s fudge is legendary. Each time we 
share it, Connie’s joy, warmth, and love will be remembered.

In her youth, Connie was homecoming princess at Clinton 
County High School (1972) and Miss Clinton County Fair shortly 
after.

 Through her career, Connie held various positions at OshKosh 
B’Gosh and Levi’s sewing Cos., customer service, hospitality, and 
advertising. In each role, whether she was a manager or server, 
Connie excelled through her natural connection to the people around 
her. As always, she brought her generosity, love, and joyous energy to 
every job she had.

Besides Johnny, her spouse of 38 years, she is survived by her 
children, Bo Dyer, Misty Nicholas (David), April Craig-Flood 
( James), and Johnnie Brown (Charles). She is also survived by seven 
grandchildren: Tyler, Craig, George, Loren, Jeremiah, Eleanor, and 
Lonnie; her sister, Ellen Cope (Lane); her mother-in-law, Margrett 
Craig; and several nieces and nephews. Connie was predeceased by 
her parents, Roscoe and Ruby Woodrum; one brother, Lonnie; and 
sisters, Flonnie and Wonda Sue.

The Talbott Funeral Home was entrusted with arrangements. 
The funeral was held Wednesday, Sept. 23, at the funeral home with 
her husband and Rev. David Stearns officiating. Burial was in the 
Craig Cemetery in Albany.  
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Margaret Stuart Dill
Feb. 11, 1923-July 25, 2020

Margaret Stuart Dill, 97, 
of Louisville, died July 25, 2020. 
Margaret was the surviving spouse 
of the Rev. James N. Dill, who died 
in 2004.

The last three years of her life 
she was a resident of Wesley Manor 
Retirement Community.  Her 
children, Roger, Gerry, Randall, and 
Marsha, extend their appreciation 
to staff and management of Wesley 
Manor for their outstanding care. 

They likewise recognize the Parkview Church (Madisonville) for 
their caring concern for the 14 years she lived alone. She was an 
active member of Parkview for many of those 14 years and insisted 
that her financial support be sent there even after her move to 
Wesley Manor.  

She was interred at Forrest Lawn Cemetery alongside her 
husband in a graveside service in late September in consideration of 
some health issues of extended family members — a consideration 
for others was indicative of her throughout her life.

Frances M. Ditto
May 17, 1926-May 3, 2020

Frances M. Ditto, 93, 
joyfully saw Jesus face-to-face 
with her passing on May 3, 
2020, at Wesley Village in 
Wilmore, Kentucky. 

She was born on May 17, 
1926, to Carl and Ruby Miller 
in Louisville. She married 
Thomas W. Ditto on Aug. 11, 
1946. Together they shared 68 
years of marriage until his death 
on Nov. 20, 2014. 

While interrupting her own college studies to raise 
their four sons, Fran later graduated Magna Cum Laude 
from Morehead State. She taught school briefly, but her 
main vocation was being a mother and loving the people in 
churches Tom served as a United Methodist pastor at Mt. 
Tabor, Highland Heights, Russell, Morehead, Flemingsburg, 
Lexington, Frankfort, and Somerset. 

Fran was an active member of Wilmore Free Methodist 
Church, where she was known for her love of the Lord, her 
memorization of Scripture, for playing the piano and singing 
many beloved hymns from memory. She and Tom made over 30 
trips to the Holy Land, leading groups on wonderful spiritual 
pilgrimages. 

Family and friends were her most precious treasure. Fran 
is survived by her four sons and 14 grandchildren: Dennis 
( Judy), Jessica and Jenny; David (Luann), his daughters Lauren 
( Jeremy), Lana (Alex), Lindsay (Mark), Lydia (Ryan); Dale 
(Louisa), Will (Kristin), Stewart (Danon), David (Kaitlin), Jack 
(Dallas), and Daniel; and Doug (Karen), Rachel, Emma, and 
Andrew. She is also survived by 16 great-grandchildren!



30

Joyce M. Eller
June 8, 1937-June 27, 2020

Joyce M. Eller was born 
June 8, 1937, and departed this 
life Saturday, June 27, 2020, 
reaching the age of 83 years. 
She was the daughter of the late 
Arnold and Myrtie (Gregory) 
Koger.      

She married Jack Eller, a 
United Mothodist pastor, and 
the couple had one child..

She was survived by her 
husband by about two weeks. 

Rev.  Eller died July 13, 2020. Their survivors include their 
daughter, Tabby ( Jimmy) Bewley; two grandchildren; along with 
a host of family and friends. 

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by a  
brother, Hallis Koger.

She was a loving wife, mother, grandmother, relative and 
friend who will be sadly missed by all who knew her.       

Patricia ‘Patsy’ Keltner
June 23, 1940-May 25, 2020

If you had the pleasure of 
meeting my grandmother, then you 
have met an angel on Earth. I was 
extremely unprepared for the loss of 
this woman, who taught me how to 
love, how to forgive when I didn’t 
want to, and how to pray when I felt 
lost.

My grandmother is gone, but 
the unconditional love she had for 
me is still here. Patsy Keltner was my 
real-life guardian angel, and I miss 

her every day. If you knew her, you loved her, and I thank God for 
the time we had.

This was written by granddaughter Shannon Poynter and 
expresses the feelings of all family members. Her love for her family 
was second only to her love for God, and her husband, Rev. Travis 
Keltner, would like to say that she was his wife here on Earth and in 
heaven, and I love her.

She was loved by all and will be sorely missed by all.

- Submitted by granddaughter Shannon Poynter on behalf of the family

(The Keltners served at a number of churches in Kentucky, mostly in the 
South Central and Bluegrass Districts. Rev. Keltner was most recently 
Associate Pastor at Ladies Chapel in Greensburg from 2004-05. He had 
formally retired in 1997.)
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Joyce Marie Knight
April 10, 1928-Nov. 27, 2020

Joyce Marie Knight, 92, of 
Madisonville, Kentucky, passed 
away Friday, Nov. 27, 2020, at her 
residence. 

She was born April 10, 1928, 
in Scottsville, Kentucky, to the late 
Will and Readie Newman. She 
was also preceded in death by her 
husband, Rev. Charles Knight; one 
infant daughter, Linda Paulette 
Carter; and a stepson, Fred Knight. 

She was a former employee 
of Allen County War Memorial Hospital as a nurse. She and her 
husband founded the Knight Monument Co. She was an avid 
University of Kentucky basketball fan and loved working in her yard 
and in the flowers. She loved Sheena, her big black cat, and Toby 
Jack, her Jack Russell. She faithfully attended Life Christian Center 
as long as her health would allow. 

She is survived by her daughter, Martha Rodgers; grandsons, 
Woody (Sabrina) Rodgers and Jeff Rodgers; great-grandchildren, 
Sarah Gibson, Rebecca Crowley, and McKenzie Renee Rodgers; two 
great-great-grandchildren,; a stepgranddaughter, Kim ( Joe) Blue; 
and two stepgrandsons, Tommy Knight and Mark (Amie) Knight. 
She also leaves behind some very special people in her life, April and 
JJ Brown, Sandra and Kenny Cook, Charles Dockery, Dr. Dianne 
Goodale, Tucker Teague, and Brother Pat Wilson.

Joyce Lee
March 8, 1939-Dec. 14, 2020

“Always help those in need, 
because you never know when 
you might need help,” said Joyce 
Rodger Lee, my mom.  She not 
only lived by this phrase, she also 
instilled it in all her children. 

After my dad passed away, 
she married Brother Ralph 
Maynard Lee. He was a United 
Methodist pastor who served 
in many different counties in 

Kentucky before his death in 1993. 
Mom continued her contributions to the church and 

community as his wife. I can remember Mom baking for days for 
church bake sales. She would often provide needs to those less 
fortunate in church and community settings. She helped with 
all the activities that took place at church. I can remember her 
assisting with Christmas plays, Easter activities and Bible School. 
Every Sunday morning you would find her teaching the little ones 
about God in Sunday School. I remember Brother Lee saying that 
Mom was always there when someone needed a helping hand. 

Mom always led by example. She was kind, honest and 
respectful. She was kind to everyone. It did not matter if you were 
an old friend or a new one, or if you had just met. She would be 
a friend to anyone with her kindness and friendly manner. I can 
only hope to reach her level of honesty. She instilled in all of us 
the importance of being truthful regardless of the outcome. When 
I was a teenager she told me, “If you do not respect yourself, then 
no one will show you respect.” I came to value these words many 
times during my upbringing. Mom was spot-on with this ideology 
and many more.

Her insistence on bringing all of us up in church is one of my 
fondest memories of her. I feel blessed beyond measure that I was 
raised in a Christian home with a mother who led by example for 
all to see. Her conduct provided my siblings and me a guide to 
follow in our own lives. Her kindness and generosity will forever 
be etched in my memory. Her love for our Almighty God was 
always evident in the choices she made. Lastly, her words to live by 
were, “Pray often and have faith in God.”

- Submitted by the family
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Nancy Mays Price
Feb 19, 1938-Dec. 17, 2020

Nancy Price, beloved 
mother and grandmother, 
passed away at the age of 82 on 
Thursday, Dec. 17, 2020, in San 
Antonio, Texas.

Nancy’s love and 
appreciation of the United 
Methodist Church began 
while attending Sunday School 
at Bennett Memorial Church 
in Henderson, Kentucky, in her 
adolescent years. The laity of 

Bennett Memorial, particularly the women, sensed something 
of her strength, ability to lead, scholarship, and service as she 
grew up in the church. As she approached her collegiate years 
it was Bennett Memorial that paved the way with financial 
assistance and with the undergirding of prayers from the women 
in the missionary societies that allowed her to attend Kentucky 
Wesleyan College.      

While attending Kentucky Wesleyan, Nancy was active and 
held leadership roles in various clubs and organizations such as 
the Religious Life Council, Order of Oak and Ivy, Methodist 
Student Movement, Vespers Committee, and the Student 
Government Council. It was also at Kentucky Wesleyan where 
she met and married Bill Price.

Upon Bill’s ordination and acceptance as a minister in 
the United Methodist Church’s Louisville Conference, Nancy 
supported Bill’s ministry until his retirement but also forged a 
ministry of her own.  (Rev. Price died in 2001.)

Nancy was active in The Schools of Christian Missions 
and The General Council on Ministries.  She was a member 
of the United Methodist Women holding various leadership 
roles including conference President and authored “On 
the Cutting Edge: A History of the Louisville Conference 
United Methodist Women.” She also served as a delegate to 
the Louisville Annual Conference and the UMC General 
Conference. 

Nancy was a certified teacher and educator, supervising 
the Muhlenberg County migrant student and adult education 
programs.

Nancy’s ministry was primary concerned with children and 
women living in poverty. Nancy was an active progressive voice 
within society and the church on issues such as supporting the 
Nestle Baby Formula boycott, addressing institutional racism, 
and homosexuality – issues  that she believed the United 
Methodist Church should lead on  that were divisive at the time 
and continue to be so today.   

Nancy’s life was dedicated to God, family, the United 
Methodist Church, and education. Her legacy was championing 
the inclusion and acceptance of marginalized people and groups. 
Her memories, teachings, and lessons will be cherished by her 
son, daughter-in-law, grandchildren, family, and friends.

Marillyn R. Shaw
Feb. 17, 1943-July 28, 2020

 
Marillyn R. Shaw, 77 of 

Greensburg, Indiana, passed away on 
Tuesday, July 28, 2020, at Majestic 
Care Nursing Home in North 
Vernon, Indiana. She was the widow 
of Rev. Stanley Shaw, an Elder in the 
Kentucky Annual Conference.

Marillyn was born on Feb. 17, 
1943, in Decatur County, Indiana, 
the daughter of Arthur and Julia 
(Baylis) Willeford. Marillyn was a 
1961 graduate of Greensburg High 

School and a 1966 graduate of Kentucky Wesleyan College. On July 
13, 1968 she married Rev. Shaw, and he preceded her in death on 
Oct. 24, 2019. She was also preceded in death by her parents and her 
son, Timothy Shaw. 

The Shaws served at a number of churches in Kentucky, most 
recently Custer in the Owensboro District from 1997-2000. Rev. 
Shaw formally retired in 2002.

Marillyn also worked for many years as a cashier at Walmart in 
Greensburg.

A graveside service was held at South Park Cemetery on July 30, 
2020, with  Rev. Chris Stephens officiating. 
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Margaret Overmyer Shepherd
March 23, 1923-Feb. 1, 2021

Margaret Overmyer Shepherd, 
97,  widow of Rev. Dr. John Paul 
Shepherd Sr., died Feb. 1, 2021, in 
Louisville after a short illness. 

She was preceded in death 
by her husband; sons, John Paul 
Shepherd Jr. and David Robert 
Shepherd; daughter-in-law, Nancy 
Shepherd (David); and brothers, 
William Harwood Overmyer and 
Robert Ray Overmyer.

Margaret was born in Lindsey, 
Ohio, to the late Ray and Margaret 

(Stone) Overmyer. She earned a BA at Asbury College, Wilmore, 
Kentucky, and  a Master’s from Western Kentucky University. She 
was known for her elegance, fine cooking, beautiful flowers, keen 
intellect and kindness. During the ‘70s, she taught literature and 
composition at Indiana University Southeast. 

She and Dr. Shepherd served many churches through the 
years including St. Paul in Louisville and State Street in Bowling 
Green. Rev. Shepherd, who also served two stints as a District 
Superintendent, died in 1998.

Margaret is survived by a daughter, Cathy Shepherd; daughter-
in-law, Cheryl Ramsey Shepherd ( John); grandchildren, Kristen 
Shepherd, Chuck Shepherd (Katie), Kelley Ledford (Chris); a sister, 
Mary Moon Davis; and much-loved nieces and nephews.

The family is grateful to the Nazareth Home-Newburg nursing 
staff and to her physical therapist, Kasey Boswell, who showed care 
far beyond duty. Thanks also to friends who visited, brought books 
and brightened her days.

Mary Ruth Spurrier
April 4, 1932-Feb. 2, 2021

Mary Ruth, as she was 
known by family and many 
friends, was born in Louisville, 
Kentucky, to Earl and Augusta 
Morris. There she met and 
married Harry Spurrier on 
April 8, 1950. After leaving 
high school early to get married, 
she returned to the classroom 
and completed her high school 
diploma 10 years later. She 
went on to earn college credit to 
qualify as a Head Start teacher. 

She faithfully partnered 
and followed her husband in faith and ministry as he served as 
a pastor in Methodist churches across Western Kentucky for 37 
years. She raised a son and daughter in Methodist parsonages 
and always was a loved and active part of the congregations he 
served. She was a talented artist and painted murals on several 
church school walls. Though not a musician like her husband, 
she loved the hymns of the church and during her last years 
could be heard singing them wherever she was. They retired to 
their home in Owensboro, where they made Wesleyan Heights 
UMC their church home.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Earl and 
Augusta Morris; siblings Betty Jean Tomes, Catherine Rule, 
Earl Morris, and Barbara Morris; and her husband, Rev. B. 
Harry Spurrier. She is survived by her children, Rev. Kenneth 
Spurrier (Becky) and Shari Blackwell (Randy); grandchildren, 
Angela Defoor (Richard), Brandon Spurrier, Eric Johnson, 
Randy Lee Blackwell (Heather), and DeAnna Smith ( James); 
and six great-grandchildren.

She passed away on Feb. 2, 2021, at the age of 88. She was 
buried beside her husband at Rosebud Cemetery in Crittenden 
County, Kentucky.
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Ann Thompson Strader
May 14, 1938-July 30, 2020

Ann Thompson Strader of 
Greensburg, Kentucky, widow 
of Rev. William Dennis “W.D.” 
Strader, departed this life on 
Thursday, July 30, 2020, at 
Bluegrass Way Senior Living 
in Campbellsville. She was 82 
years, 2 months, and 16 days 
of age. 

The daughter of the late 
Marvin T. Thompson and Ruth 
Hash Thompson, she was born 
on Saturday, May 14, 1938, in 

Taylor County, Kentucky. She had made a profession of faith 
in Christ and was a member of Greensburg United Methodist 
Church. She was also a bookkeeper and accountant. She 
married her husband on Jan. 22, 1955.  

Rev. Strader and his wife served a number of churches 
in the South Central and Owensboro Districts, most recently 
Boyds Creek in Glasgow from 1979-86 and Milltown in 
Columbia from 1986-98. He died May 8, 1999. 

Survivors include a son and two daughters-in-law, Ricky 
and Beverly Strader of Liberty, and Patti Strader of Greensburg; 
four grandchildren, Krystal Alexander (Travis) of Munfordville, 
Jordan Strader (Carissa) of Michigan, Haley Strader of 
Greensburg, Celese Cochran (Michael Hays) of Liberty; 
seven great-grandchildren, Brooklyn, Aryonna, and Patience 
Alexander, Ayden and Kinsley Strader, Jace Lowe, and Conner 
Barnett; two brothers and sisters-in-law, Donnie and Stella 
Thompson of Campbellsville, and Floyd and Paulette Thompson 
of Tennessee; a special friend, Jimmie Downey of Columbia; 
and a host of other relatives and friends. 

Mrs. Strader was also preceded in death by a son, Greg 
Strader, on Nov. 29, 2006; a brother and three sisters, James 
Thompson, Pauline Hedgespeth, Judy Shuffett, and Opal Miller.
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Closing Worship 4:30 pm
June 8, 2021

Song: You’re Worthy of My Praise (I Will Worship)

Scripture: Deuteronomy 6:4-9. NIV Chase Brummer

Interactive Prayer   Rev. Janet Carden

Song: My Jesus I Love Thee

Naming of Retirees Rev. Kevin Burney

Naming of Appointments  District Superintendents 

Benediction Bishop Leonard Fairley
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RETIREES

Ted Burke 
Geoffrey R. Egbers

Reverend Dr. Philip (drPhil) Douglas Hill
Susan Jinnett-Sack

Jeffrey Lambert 
Gary Maguffee

David Oaks
David Oliver
Kathy Pitman
Chuck Pruitt

Greg Rose
Scott C. Stith

A. Wayne Watts
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Geoffrey R. Egbers

Answering God’s call 
to be a hospice chaplain has 
been a rewarding, God-filled 
experience. I have witnessed 
God’s amazing love for His 
children and for the lost. I 
have also experienced God’s 
love through the thousands 
of patients and families as He 
called them home to be with 
Him in heaven. 

I am so grateful for Bishop 
Lindsey Davis’s altar call at the 2009 Annual Conference 
ordination ceremony. I was an usher that night, struggling with 
committing to God’s call on my life. The Holy Spirit filled me 
as I walked down the aisle answering that altar call. 

I am grateful to all the ministers who supported me in this 
amazing journey of following God’s lead. I am thankful for the 
Kentucky Annual Conference, which gave me an opportunity 
to serve. 

I am most grateful to my wife, Cathy, who has supported 
me through these years. Cathy and I are on a journey while here 
on Earth seeking where God will take us next. The hymn “He 
Touched Me” says it all. Thanks be to God and His ultimate 
wisdom!

Ted Burke
I am one of four sons 

born to Jim Burke and Hope 
Hightower. It seems I was 
destined for ministry because I 
was named after my grandfather, 
Rev. Dr. Ted Hightower, and am 
a fourth-generation Methodist 
pastor. In my early years, we 
attended St. Paul in Louisville, 
where my grandfather was 
pastoring. Not long after he 
was moved, we quit attending 
church. In middle and high 

school we lived in Lexington; one Saturday, my mother 
announced we were going to church the next day. We went to 
Trinity Hill UMC and that afternoon their pastor, Noel White, 
was in our living room. The Noel White family and Trinity Hill 
hold a unique place in our hearts. When the sanctuary was built, 
my father was chair of the building committee and started a men’s 
prayer group that lasted over 20 years.

Our time there changed me and my family. I began to take 
seriously my relationship with Christ, and Noel invited me to go 
to a senior high camp led by Rev. Al Gwynn. I can still remember 
after one of his teaching sessions I learned that no matter how 
good you are, God was not going to love you any more than 
God does now – or any less, no matter how bad I was. That day I 
offered my life to Jesus. 

I went to college at Western Kentucky University to be near 
my grandparents, Ted and Jo Hightower. I had already accepted 
a call to ministry but drifted from it for a few years. In a time of 
confusion and turmoil I began to attend the Wesley Foundation 
at WKU. Rev. Walter McGee nurtured my call to pastoral 
ministry. I graduated from Western and then from Louisville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary.

I began pastoring at 20 and quickly realized I knew nothing 
about pastoring. I am still grateful to those first two churches 
that taught me more than I ever shared with them. My record of 
ministry:

• 1978-1980: Hardyville/Ladies Chapel
• 1980-1982: McKendree/Salem
• 1982-1985: Auburn
• 1986: school
• 1987-1990: Associate Pastor, State Street
• 1990-1993: Trinity (Owensboro)
• 1993-1995: Trinity/Asbury
• 1995-1997: Trinity/Kentucky Wesleyan College
• 1997-1999: Campbellsville First
• 1999-2017: Chapel Hill
• 2017-2021: Crestwood

I feel so blessed by those who impacted my ministry. Church 
members, former District Superintendents (Glenn Sowards, 
Edgar Goins, Wally Thomas) previous Bishops (Spain, Morgan, 
King) along with colleagues who helped me discover my ministry 
(Paul Shepherd, Tom Grieb, Tom Eblen).

I have been honored to serve on the Board of Ordained 
Ministry for 12 years and chair the Conference Board of Pastoral 
Care and Counseling. I have been blessed to work alongside 
clergy and laity on district and Conference committees. Serving 
as a dean at Camp Loucon infused my ministry.

I want to express my love and appreciation to my wife, 
Paula. She has made me a better person and pastor. To Phillip, 
Lexy, Kelley and Jacquelyn, I thank you for your patience and 
encouragement, and I look forward to our time together in 
retirement.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve God through the 
United Methodist Church.
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Susan Jinnett-Sack
A biography is not the way I 

can say how much being a pastor 
in the Kentucky Conference has 
meant to me. I had lived in four 
different houses in New Jersey by 
the time I was 13. My family moved 
to Louisville on a transfer as I came 
out of high school. Before returning 
to Kentucky for good, I lived in 
Cambridge and Ann Arbor for 
school, New York City and London 

for work as a corporate finance lawyer. But the Methodist Church 
was my home ever since I walked into Grace United Methodist 
in Wyckoff, New Jersey, as a 10-year-old and found a home. And 
when I came back to Louisville with Michael, our twin girls Lexi 
and Katie, and Will on the way, it was at St. John in Prospect that 
I found a community, and the encouragement to enter Louisville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminaryand enter the ministry.

I have served beginning in Louisville at Parkway UMC as a 
student and then at Taylorsville UMC, Shiloh UMC in Goshen, and 
Trinity UMC in Maysville before coming on the Cabinet as District 
Superintendent for the Northern Kentucky District. But it is not just 
the church names that I see in my mind and feel in my heart when I 
look back on these years. It is the way each congregation looked on 
Sunday morning as I saw you all from the pulpit and greeted each 
of you. I see those who are now part of the great cloud of witnesses. 
I see those whom I still spot on Facebook and note the passages in 
their lives. I see women’s Bible study friends, infants I baptized and 
saints of God I buried. I see the children of folks I married and the 
people who made the potlucks, attended the admin meetings, sang 
Christmas cantatas, and showed up for the spring cleanings. 

You all have made the Kentucky Conference, as lived out 
through these churches and my district, a home for me and for my 
family in the Body of Christ. My view in the future will be more 
from the pew than the pulpit, and I cannot think of a finer place to 
spend these years to come. I thank my God upon every remembrance of 
you, always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy. – 
Philippians 1:3-4

Reverend Dr. Philip (drPhil) 
Douglas Hill

Phil and his wife, Barbara, 
reside in Frankfort, where he serves 
as pastor of First United Methodist 
Church. Barbara teaches at the 
University of the Cumberlands. They 
have two grown sons who live with 
their families in Western Kentucky.

Phil received a call to preach 
through a simple conversation 
with his father. Phil pursued the 
call under clergy mentors Tyle B. 
Williams , John Brinson, George 

Phillips and  Wallace Thomas.  
He received his DMin from Louisville Presbyterian Theological 

Seminary; MDiv from Candler School of Theology at Emory 
University; Bachelor of Music Ed from Kentucky Wesleyan College; 
and Associate Degree from Lindsey Wilson College. He has been 
under appointment since 1980, serving ministries in Atlanta, 
Owensboro, Henderson, Hopkinsville, Middlesboro and Frankfort.

Phil’s early community service also included being a firefighter 
and emergency medical technician for 20 years. He gave leadership 
to Critical Incident Stress Management teams throughout Kentucky 
and Indiana, responding to such incidents as the Carrollton bus 
crash of 1988; the C-130 plane crash in Evansville, Indiana, in 1992; 
the Heath High School shooting in Paducah in 1997; and many 
other emergencies throughout his career. 

When he moved to Southeastern Kentucky in 2006, his focus 
moved from the emergency personnel side to the offenders’ side as it 
related to the overwhelming drug use in the area. Phil coordinated 
the “Crossroads” program in Middlesboro begun by his predecessor, 
Rev. John Bowling, a program that embraces a holistic approach to 
persons in recovery. It includes the 12 Step Program, along with a 
spiritual and lifestyle component. 

During his tenure Phil worked with more than 400 persons in 
recovery, boasting an 86% success rate based on the number of repeat 
offenders. He also began a children’s program in which volunteers 
with professional backgrounds in teaching and social work provide 
a safe environment for children of addicts to have constructive play, 
interact and intentionally deal with the wide array of emotions 
they experience. This part of the Crossroads program proved to 
be a hallmark of encouragement for the overall health of those in 
recovery.

Phil’s ministry at First UMC in Frankfort included chaplaincy 
to the Kentucky Legislature and several boards of agencies, including 
the Kentucky State University Wesley Foundation. He has enjoyed 
using his gifts of music to contribute to the church’s emphasis on the 
arts.  

As retirement approaches, Phil looks forward to spending 
time with his grandchildren, fishing, woodworking, traveling and 
doing what he can to further the ministry of the United Methodist 
Church.  
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Jeffrey Lambert
Jeff began ministry in 1981 

as a part-time local pastor. In 
1997 he was commissioned as a 
Provisional Elder before being 
ordained as a Full Elder in 
1999. Jeff served the following 
appointments: 

• Kavanaugh Chapel: 1981 – 1985

• Buchanan Chapel: 1985 – 1988

• Sunshine: 1988 – 2004

• Kilgore: 2004 – 2007

• Bennett Memorial: 2007 – 2010

• Prestonsburg Community: 2010 – 2011

• Lothair/Hazard Bowman Memorial: 2012 – 2014

• Sandy Hook/Stark: 2014 – 2016

• Flemingsburg First: 2016 – 2021

• Mt Carmel: 2018 - 2019

Gary Maguffee
I have often told the story 

of being called to the ministry 
while I was in college. At the 
conclusion of a worship service 
one evening on campus, I 
responded to God by saying, “I 
will go anywhere you want me 
to go and do anything you want 
me to do … but I do not want 
to be a missionary, and I do not 
want to be a pastor.” 

After college, I worked for 
a couple of years with Youth 

for Christ in Detroit, Michigan. I worked with troubled teens, 
and I had to raise my own salary and expenses. In a very real 
sense, I was a missionary. And God chuckled! After seminary 
I planned to begin a pastoral counseling program, but as it so 
often happens, a call to ministry is what happens when we are 
making other plans. My first appointment was to Bethel in 
Bullitt County in 1989, and I never looked back. I met my wife, 
Rev. Beverly Maguffee (Davidson Memorial in Shepherdsville), 
while serving at Bethel, and we married in 1992.  

For me, it has been a joy and a privilege to serve as a 
pastor in the Kentucky Annual Conference, and I look forward 
to whatever God has next for me. I am deeply grateful to 
the people of Bethel, Breckinridge Street and Stanley in 
Owensboro, Morgantown First and Woodbury, Flemingsburg 
First, Shiloh in Goshen, Epworth in Louisville, College Heights 
in Elizabethtown, and now Campbellsville First. Serving with 
all of you and walking with you through laughter and tears as 
your pastor has truly been a privilege. 

In addition to the churches I served, it was a huge blessing 
to serve as a dean for 22 years at Camp Loucon. In those 22 
years, I served as dean for 24 Adventure camps and also helped 
with two Discovery camps. I had a blast. I laughed and I cried. 
And I still pray. 

From the bottom of my heart, I give thanks to God for 
my call to ministry, and I thank God for each church and for 
all of you, my sisters and brothers in the Kentucky Annual 
Conference. I love the United Methodist Church. And I always 
will.

Right now I am looking forward to more time with our 
adult children and grandchildren.
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David Oaks
Believe it or not, I first started 

sensing my call to ministry as a 
youth while attending an Annual 
Conference session of the old 
Louisville Conference, held at State 
Street UMC in Bowling Green, 
Kentucky. I remember thinking 
how wonderful it is that United 
Methodists from all over the world 
can work together to advance God’s 
mission. I thought I would like to be 
a part of that.

Of course, in the tradition in which I grew up, if you were truly 
“called into ministry,” you had to start by fighting the call until you 
just couldn’t do anything else. Then you would “surrender to that 
call.” It was a bit confusing for me because I thought ministry was 
something I would like to do. So, I didn’t think I could possibly be 
called. I went off to college to become a band director.

God was patient. I want to thank former pastors, members 
of the Mt. Union UMC in Allen County, professors and fellow 
students at Kentucky Wesleyan College and Vanderbilt Divinity 
School, and many others for helping me find my way.

My first Charge Conference was held at McKendree Chapel 
UMC in Simpson County, on a Halloween night. (This should 
have been a warning.) The conference lasted for over four hours and 
consisted of mainly a prolonged discussion between one member 
and our District Superintendent over how apportionments were 
being spent. By the end everyone had left and the discussion was 
still going on in the church parking lot. Eventually I also left. From 
that date on all my Charge Conferences have been improvements.

Most of all I want to thank my wife, Doris, who calls herself a 
fourth-generation minister’s spouse. (She should have known what 
she was getting into.) We met and started dating at Camp Loucon. 
It took almost 40 ministers to get us married, most helping to serve 
communion. Doris has sacrificed a lot over the years, and God has 
been very generous for bringing her my way. I want to thank our 
daughters, Jennifer and Stephany, and our grandson, James, for 
sticking with us through it all.

I also want to thank the members of the churches we have 
served during the last 43 years: McKendree, Salem, Bethel (Warren 
County), Cairo, Sturgis, Dekoven, Jamestown, Bethel (Russell 
County), Lewisport, New Chapel, Russellville Temple, Ogden 
Memorial (Princeton), Morgantown First, Kuttawa, and Rockfield. 
Thanks for putting up with me and for all you are still doing for the 
Lord.

Finally, I wish to thank God for the promise to be always with 
me. God has certainly been true to those words.

David Oliver
I was called into Christian 

ministry in 1975, and since 1976 
I have been a student, pastor, and 
teacher. For most years, I was at 
least two of these at the same time. 
I have pastored five churches and 
have been an associate at two. I have 
taught as an adjunct at five colleges 
and universities. For the last 13 years 
I have been honored to serve in the 
Kentucky Annual Conference.

Throughout my ministry I have 
been blessed by the many sisters and brothers with whom I have 
served. The mutual encouragement found within the fellowship of 
Christian believers is one of life’s greatest joys. I have experienced 
the amazing love of God binding believers together despite their 
cultural differences.  

As a graduate student and a person living in the modern world, 
I recognized the importance of a theological education for my own 
faith. And, in churches I served, I saw the same need in others … as 
in a college student trying to reconcile the faith they grew up with 
and the new things they had learned.    

So, believing Scripture to be our primary source of authority, 
I have tried to bring myself and others under its guidance with the 
goal that we learn to be both hearers and doers of the Word. For 
myself, I have taken personally the Apostle Paul’s admonition in 2 
Timothy 2:15 – “Do your best to present yourself to God as one 
approved by him, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly 
explaining the word of truth.” It has been blessing to me to see my 
sisters and brothers coming to a more sure and steady faith through a 
deeper understanding of God’s Word.  

As I have been contemplating the conclusion of my full-time 
ministry, I have been thinking of Philippians 2:12-13 – “Work out 
your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works 
in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.” These words 
remind me that the work of Christian ministry and the working out 
of my own salvation have gone hand in hand. To serve requires the 
servant’s growth. And so I need to keep serving as best I can as God 
would lead.      

Finally, I thank God for my wife, Sharyn, who has been such a 
help to me. Praise be to God for all His good gifts!
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Kathy Pitman
When I was 7 years old, I made 

the decision to pray and ask Jesus to 
come into my heart. What I realize 
is that He heard my little girl prayer 
and was faithful and true to receive 
me. Throughout my life His blood 
covenant has covered my life. It 
is powerful because it is based on 
Christ’s blood shed for me. It is not 
based on my goodness. 

I am from Lexington, 
Kentucky, and received my bachelor’s in Education from the 
University of Kentucky. I have a master’s in Religion from Asbury 
Theological Seminary and am an Ordained Deacon in the United 
Methodist Church.

I received a call to the ministry when I was 21 years old. I was 
a senior at UK. I was involved with Campus Crusade for Christ and 
began to feel God calling me to go into full-time Christian work.  

I began my ministry as a campus minister with Campus 
Crusade for Christ at the University of Alabama. There I worked 
in the areas of evangelism, discipleship and Bible teaching and 
participated in stateside and international mission projects.  

After seminary I served in the North Georgia Conference on 
the staff of Mt. Pisgah UMC as Director of Christian Education 
and Minister of Spiritual Formation from 1987-2001. 

As Minister of Spiritual Formation, I provided one-on-one 
spiritual direction and led spiritual retreats and spiritual gifts 
workshops.    

After returning to Lexington, I had the privilege of serving as 
Minister to Children and Families at Winchester First UMC/ First 
Fire for the past eight and a half years. 

During these years, it was my joy to serve the kids and families 
and provide opportunities for children to find the saving grace of 
Jesus Christ and grow into confirmation and baptism.

One of the highlights of my years in ministry was starting the 
Kids Club Outreach in fall 2013 with a dynamic team of volunteers.  

Kids Club was a weekly community outreach program for at-
risk kids. We picked up 30-35 kids and provided them with a meal, 
Bible lesson, prayer and mentoring, and the love of Jesus. 

Over the past year the Lord has affirmed that my season in this 
role has come to completion. The time has come for me to make 
a transition and retire. I live with my parents, now 90 and 88. The 
responsibility to care and oversee the household has grown over the 
last year. It is demanding my primary focus. The COVID exposure 
with my parents has added to this responsibility. 

It is with a spirit of sadness, yet a spirit of gratitude, that I 
follow God’s leading. I am confident He is leading me in this new 
chapter in my life. God knows what’s best.

I will ALWAYS serve the Lord! God has an unfolding plan. 
Blessings and the Love of Christ to each of you and your 

families.

Chuck Pruitt 
I answered my call to 

ministry in the spring of 1985. 
I started my seminary classes 
that fall at Asbury Theological 
Seminary. It has been a pleasure 
to serve churches for the past 
34 years. God has truly blessed 
me. I want to thank my wife, 
Brenda, and daughters, Helen, 
Janie and Jessie, for their love 
and support. I look forward to 
the ministry God has planned 

for me in the future.

• 1986-1989 – Cub Run Circuit

• 1989-1993 —Bethel (Warren County)

• 1993-1995 – Gamaliel & Bethlehem

• 1995-2021 – Mt. Union

• 1995-1998 – Pleasant Hill

• 2007-2021 – Concord (Allen County)
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Greg Rose
I came to faith in Jesus in the 

summer of 1972, while talking with 
a friend on a street corner in my 
home town, Cocoa Beach, Florida. 
I was 19. He had simply mentioned 
that God had helped him when he 
was in jail.

I asked, “Michael, is there a 
God?” and he answered holding out 
his hand, “He knows you like the 
back of your hand.”

I didn’t say a prayer and there 
was no great emotion, but somehow, I knew it was true. I walked 
away from there a new person.

My first “church” was in the back of the Sunshine House Surf 
Shop, where a group of saved hippies and surfers would gather at 8 
p.m. every Friday. Someone would lead a song, someone else would 
start a prayer, and then we would sing some more with someone else 
leading. And someone would bring a teaching – different people – 
no order of worship ---no designated leaders. It was in that setting 
that I first taught the Bible.

It may be that the first Scripture I taught from was, “The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me to bring good news” from the book of Isaiah.

After a couple of years, a friend I got to know at the Sunshine 
House asked if I wanted to go with him to help lead a retreat on 
wheels. The Lynx Ministry used a sleeper bus to take youth on 
weekend trips to the mountains where we would integrate mountain 
climbing and whitewater rafting with the gospel. I ended up working 
with them for 10 years. 

Fort Valley (Georgia) United Methodist Church was my first 
church position, and the beginning for me being a Methodist. I was 
their Youth Minister for 10 years. That was also the beginning of 30 
years as a youth minister, and Fort Valley was where I met Barb, my 
future wife, who had come to town from Michigan to teach. 

I met the youth group of Settle UMC in Owensboro, and some 
of their leaders, in the summer of 2002, when I had my youth group 
in New Orleans as part of the same mission trip that they were on. I 
ended up serving at that church for 16 years. 

I had a hand in starting “Shout,” a contemporary worship 
service. And, in time, I became the primary speaker in that service. 
So I became a Local Pastor, and eventually the Associate Pastor at 
Settle. 

These last three years at Munfordville/Mt. Beulah have been 
rich, in a completely different setting. 

Serving in this Conference with these churches has been a great 
gift. 

Scott C. Stith
It seems that I have always 

been a “jack of all trades and a 
master of none”! Graduating from 
the U.S. Naval Academy, I flew as 
an aviator in the U.S. Marine Corps 
and when I left the service, I started 
a career in the aerospace industry 
that concluded with a program 
management position at Lockheed 
Martin.

My ministerial journey began in 
Virginia with “A Walk to Emmaus” 

which was and continues to be a life-changing event. During that 
“walk,” on the shores of the Chesapeake Bay, I told God all the ideas 
I had for serving Him in ministry. But God, in His knowing way, 
directed me toward something completely different:  the role of a 
pastor. 

When my wife, Laurie, and I crossed the Appalachian 
Mountains, on our way to Wilmore and Asbury Theological 
Seminary, we had no idea what lay ahead. I had the opportunity 
to study under some incredible professors – Ellsworth Kalas, Bill 
Arnold, Sandra Richter, and Joe Dongell. I was blessed in knowing 
and learning from each of them.

While at seminary, I took a student appointment, a three-point 
charge in Grayson County serving Big Clifty, Little Clifty and 
Clarkson. I still remember the moment I preached my first sermon, 
filled with a mixture of anxiety, nervousness and “unworthiness” that 
comes when you begin to speak the words of God. It was another 
life-changing moment!

My following appointment was at Covington Trinity, in 
the shadows of Cincinnati, where I was blessed with a vibrant 
congregation that energetically helped me to become a pastor. It was 
a small congregation, but I will never forget their largehearted love 
and encouragement, especially when so many of them attended my 
ordination service.

I spent seven amazing years at Bardstown UMC, where 
we found new ways to minister to the community through our 
second campus, Upward soccer, prayer breakfast and “Room in 
the Inn” ministries and accomplished some much-needed building 
renovations. The relationships we established continue to be a source 
of inspiration and hope even today. 

My final church appointment at Danville Centenary was 
supposed to be my last, but just as I began to settle into the ministry 
of that wonderful church, I was called to be the Pennyrile District 
Superintendent. I had no idea where Western Kentucky was, but 
now I know God sent me there to serve an extraordinary group 
of loving pastors, servant leaders and Christ-centered churches in 
“God’s Country”! It has been my honor to minister to the men and 
women of the Pennyrile, and it will always be my heartfelt prayer 
that you continue to grow by keeping “the main thing, the main 
thing”!

Every place has been filled with challenges and blessings. I want 
each congregation to know how spiritually blessed I have been to be 
a part of your lives; I will never forget you. I am grateful for the love 
and support of Laurie, my family, and the Delinquents; I could never 
have made it without you! And to my brothers and sisters in Christ, 
it has been my joy to walk this path with you. I am thankful for your 
friendship and love and, while I will miss you deeply, you will always 
remain in my prayers. I will not say “goodbye” but instead, living into 
His promise, “Till we meet again!” Blessings.  …
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A. Wayne Watts
Wayne was born around the 

mid-20th century to Arthur and 
Thelma Watts in Clark County, 
Kentucky. His homeplace was a 
small 25-acre farm in the rolling 
foothills of Appalachia. He attended 
El Bethel UMC most of his early 
life and accepted Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Savior in his teen years. 
Years later, he acknowledged 
the wooing of God to attend 
Asbury University at the age of 
29, graduating in 1986. He sensed 

God’s call to ministry and began his journey of pulpit ministry. His 
first assignment was Hardwicks Creek UMC in Powell County. The 
church had no restrooms, so with the help of church members, and 
seminary colleagues Randy Coy and Chris Livermore, the task was 
accomplished. 

Wayne enrolled in Asbury Theological Seminary to continue 
seeking God’s directives for his life. Near the end of his studies at 
ATS; he moved to Moreland UMC in west Lincoln County. He 
finished his studies at ATS and graduated in 1994. The Moreland 
Charge went to full-time status in the summer of 1994 and began to 
identify the needs of the community. Wayne was ordained an elder 
at the Kentucky Annual Conference in 1996 and continued to serve 
at Moreland. The Moreland and 78 UMC church decided to unite, 
purchase property on the new Kentucky 127, build a new facility, and 
unify under the name Westside Community UMC. 

In 1998 Wayne was blessed to marry Nancy. She has and 
continues to enrich his life. Wayne and Nancy moved to Christian 
County in 1999 to be the parsonage family at Guthrie and Pembroke 
UMC.  Ashland Centenary became their new appointment in 2002. 
From there they moved to Science Hill UMC in Pulaski County in 
2007. In 2013 Wayne and Nancy went to Louisa UMC in Lawrence 
County. Wayne and Nancy were next assigned to Albany First UMC 
in 2015. In 2017 Pine Grove was added to the charge.

Wayne has been described as “a person who never met a 
stranger.” He has always enjoyed listening and learning, even from 
unfamiliar persons. His years on the farm taught him the necessity 
to fix and repair about any broken item, and many churches and 
communities have experienced his “hands on” abilities. As his 
experiences and maturity advanced, Wayne was able to identify the 
diverse dynamics within churches and communities. 

Wayne believes the John Wesley “Quad” is the directing 
theology for all life. The Bible is the primacy of all: Tradition, 
Reason, and Experience are important; yet the Word of God is 
pre-eminent. He continues to enjoy the many nuances of Scripture. 
Examples are Jesus’s words, “you will always have the poor with you” 
(Matthew 26:11), which is a statement of the facts of life. Yet Jesus 
also stated, “you take care of your neighbor” (Matthew 19;19). These 
realities remind us that our responsibilities are always in the NOW!

Wayne and Nancy are looking forward to retirement and 
spending more time with their children and 16 grandchildren. In 
closing, hear these words of Jesus from John 14:27: “Peace I leave 
with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”



The Kentucky Conference mission is to 
Discover, Develop and Send 

passionate spiritual leaders and resources to make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

7400 Floydsburg Rd.
Crestwood, KY  40014


