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YOUNGER CHILDREN

Daily Quick Reference Guide

Scripture Passage: Philippians 1:3–11

Scripture Focus: Philippians 1:3 
I thank my God every time I remember you.

Theological Summary: We all long to celebrate and to have joy. Paul seems to reflect this in his letter to 
the Philippians. God desires us to have joy and to have people in our lives to have joy with. Jesus says 
earlier that he came so that we could have life, and have it in abundance, and Paul seems to reflect that 
here. 

Today, campers will…

• Celebrate the experiences and relationships built this week.

• Be commissioned to share God’s love and joy with others.

• Know that they are partners in ministry with others near and far.

• Learn the importance of giving thanks in all circumstances.

DAILY ACTIVITIES
TITLE TYPE DESCRIPTION

Party at Philippi PLAY LEARN  A cooperative water moving game

Overflowing LEARN   Imagining joy overflowing

Remember CREATE Create a reminder of friends

Praise Passing SERVE Sharing the joy with others

Celebrate! PLAY Fun reviewing game

Go with Joy PRAY Celebrate one another’s joy

Prayer Practice: Movement / Dance 

Leader notes: It’s the last day. Some campers may be full of joy at that news, some may be full of sorrow. 
Remind them that just because they leave the camp, they don’t have to leave their friends or the memories 
or spiritual knowledge behind. 

Prayer: Dear God, we love you. Thank you for the gift of this week, for the gift of each other, for the gift 
of celebration. 

Day 7: Longing to Celebrate 
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Daily Activities

Party at Philippi       PLAY LEARN 

Why: Game to remember the joy in Paul’s writing. 

Supplies: Two buckets of water, two cups

How: Read Philippians 1:3–11 with the campers 
and remind them that Paul wanted the readers 
to have joy—not just a little bit, but joy and love 
overflowing. Divide campers into two groups and 
line each up with a bucket of water at one end 
and a cup at the other. This is a relay race with 
each camper carrying a handful of water from the 
bucket to the cup, trying to fill up their cup to 
overflowing. When one line finishes, the campers 
should help the others fill up their cup. Our joy is 
more complete when we remember one another 
and help! Spend some time talking about how we 
can celebrate living and playing together instead 
of competing. 

BTW: If you don’t want to use water, you could 
substitute balls, blocks, or other items. 

Overflowing       LEARN

Why: Prepare campers to see God’s love 
overflowing in their life at home.

Supplies: Large piece of paper, markers

How: Read Philippians 1:3–11 and ask campers 
what it means to have love overflow. Invite 
campers to brainstorm a list of ways they have 
seen love overflow and a list of things they can do 
to help others experience love overflowing. 

BTW: If you have time, you might invite campers 
to turn their list into a letter of joy to their home 
church, in the spirit of Paul’s letter to ancient 
churches.  

Remember           CREATE

Why: To create a memento of the people from 
camp.

Supplies: Paper, markers, pencils 

How: Ask campers to write their name at the 
top of a piece of paper. Each camper should go 

around and write their name on one another’s 
papers with a symbol or drawing of something 
they enjoyed about camp. They are each making 
a poster for their fellow campers to take home 
to remember the campers they prayed with this 
week. 

BTW: Campers could decide on a camp symbol for 
their group and add it to their posters. 

Praise Passing       SERVE

Why: To praise those around us who help us to 
have joy. 

Supplies: Paper for cards, markers 

How: Campers should make a list of people who 
work at camp who have helped them have joy 
this week. For each one, have the campers work in 
twos to make a one-sided “Thank you for bringing 
us joy” card. Deliver the cards as a group or post 
them somewhere for all to see. 

BTW: This could also be a thank-you note to their 
family or congregation for helping them get to 
camp, with a few joyful moments from camp 
drawn or described. 

Celebrate!         PLAY

Why: A game just to have fun together and to 
move together.

Supplies: one cup for each camper plus a few 
extra, paper, pen, few rocks

How: On slips of paper, write days of the week or 
special events at camp, and fold up the slips and 
hide them under cups. Under a few extra cups, 
hide rocks. Let campers take turns choosing a cup. 
If the cup has a rock or other marker underneath, 
they choose a motion that everyone should do. 
The other campers keep doing the motion until 
the next rock is found. Then the motion changes. 
If a piece of paper is found, the camper reads 
it and shares something about that event that 
they want to celebrate. Once a cup with a rock is 
found, that cup is removed. Make sure you have 
enough cups for every camper to choose one, with 
a few extras.  

BTW: You could have camper names on slips 
instead of camp events and use this as an 
opportunity to share a joy about each person. 
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Go with Joy       PRAY

Why: Thank God for the joy felt this week.

Supplies: none

How: Invite campers to share something they will 
remember with joy from camp. After they say 
their memory, the group should respond with “We 
celebrate with (name), O Lord.” After everyone 
who wants to has shared, end with a short prayer 
of thanksgiving and celebration. 

BTW: Campers could use a ball or balloon to pass 
to indicate they are done praying.

Story Resources
Maybe God Is Like That Too, by Jennifer Grant 

(Sparkhouse Family, 2017). A story about seeing 
God in positive ways in the city. A little boy 
sees God in all the parts of his day. A great 
way to help campers see that God is always all 
around. 

Katie Loves the Kittens, by John Himmelman 
(Henry Holt & Co., 2008). Katie is a dog who 
gets some new family members in the form of 
kittens. At first, Katie scares the kittens and feels 
badly, but then she finds a way to show them 
love and joy without overwhelming them.

For the Birds (Pixar, 2001). A short little video 
about a bird who just wants to join the others, 
but they resist. In the end, the big bird is still 
full of joy, but the other birds have seen the 
consequences of their ways. A good way to 
remind campers to always think about the 
other person.
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OLDER CHILDREN

Daily Quick Reference Guide

Scripture Passage: Philippians 1:3–11

Scripture Focus: Philippians 1:3–4 
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy…for all of you.

Theological Summary: In this letter, Paul is writing to his friends and fellow Christians in Philippi. In it, 
he shares his gratitude and joy for all of them, for their friendship, and for their shared faith. Paul knows 
that his friends love him as much as he loves them, and for this he is incredibly thankful. His joy and love 
overflow, even though they are far away from one another.

Today, campers will…

• Celebrate the experiences and relationships built this week.  

• Be commissioned to share God’s love and joy with others.  

• Know that they are partners in ministry with others near and far.

• Learn the importance of giving thanks in all circumstances.

DAILY ACTIVITIES
TITLE TYPE DESCRIPTION

From the First Day LEARN PRAY  Week in review

I Thank God LEARN PRAY  Giving thanks for camp

Friendly Faces CREATE Framing friends from camp

Happy Hearts CREATE PRAY Carry the love of camp home

Bunk Buddies SERVE PRAY Camp community prayers

Prayer Practice: Movement / Dance

Leader Notes: Campers may find incredible joy in their camp relationships and find it very difficult when 
their time at camp comes to an end. Remind them of Paul, who even when he was far away from his 
friends never lost his sense of love and joy for them and was always thankful for their shared faith. Like 
God, our friends are never far away, and we carry their love with us always.

Prayer: Dear God, thank you for loving me joyfully and endlessly, and let my camp friends and me share 
that joyful and endless love in our friendships. Even when we are far apart, let our hearts always be glad 
when we remember and pray for one another, until we see each one another again.

Day 7: Longing to Celebrate 
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From the First Day LEARN PRAY

Why: Review the week of camp and give God 
thanks.

Supplies: Large paper, markers

How: Ask the campers to try and remember the 
daily themes of the week and one thing they 
learned or thought was an important message to 
remember. Make a list of their responses for each 
day. At the end, remind campers that celebration 
is also a good reason for prayer, and that God 
loves to share our joy. Take a moment to thank 
God for all the things on the list. 

BTW: With a larger group and a little more time, 
you might divide campers into pairs or threes and 
have them work together to remember the themes 
and events. 

I Thank God    LEARN PRAY

Why: Celebrate the week and give thanks to God.

Supplies: Bible

How: Read Philippians 1:3–11 and invite campers 
to think of moments at camp that they will 
continue to give thanks for. Say, “I thank God 
every time I remember____,” and invite them 
to take turns completing the sentence. Have the 
campers respond to each answer with, “Glory and 
praise to God!” 

BTW: This could be used as a closing worship 
ritual, or you could go through each day of camp 
and use it as a review and prayer activity.  

Friendly Faces   CREATE

Why: To help campers remember and pray for 
their friends from camp even when they are far 
away.

Supplies: Cardstock, white paper, scissors, tape, 
glue stick, markers

How: In advance, cut out rectangles from 
cardstock so that the outside can serve as a picture 
frame for 8½ x 11-inch paper. Distribute frames 

and markers for campers to decorate. Give each 
camper a piece of blank paper and ask them to 
write their name on one side. On the other side, 
invite the rest of the group to sign or write brief 
notes. They might even draw a picture about the 
week. Pass them around so that everyone gets 
to sign everyone else’s paper, then let everyone 
choose a frame for their page. Use a glue stick 
secure the cardstock frame. 

BTW: You could also include a camp photo as part 
of this project, provide frame decorations, or add 
double-sided magnetic tape so the campers can 
hang them up on their refrigerator or other space 
at home.

Happy Hearts    CREATE PRAY

Why: To remember the love and joy shared with 
friends at camp, and how friends leave their mark 
on our hearts.

Supplies: Cardboard, ink pad, scissors, ribbon

How: In advance, cut heart shapes out of 
cardboard and make a hole at the top big enough 
to thread on a ribbon. Give each camper a heart 
and a ribbon and ask them to write their name 
on the heart. Provide ink pads so that campers 
can each place a fingerprint on the others’ hearts.  
Finally, let them thread the ribbon to make it 
either a necklace or a Christmas ornament. Say a 
prayer of blessing for the hearts, asking that they 
might be symbols of joy for years to come.

BTW: You can turn this into a longer prayer 
activity by inviting campers to say a short prayer 
of thanks or joy for each person before adding 
their fingerprint.   

Bunk Buddies    SERVE PRAY

Why: To remind campers that they are part of a 
large community, bound in the joy of faith.

Supplies: Unlined notecards, markers

How: Ask campers to think about when they 
arrived at camp, picked out their bunk, and met 
their cabin-mates. Encourage them to think 
about their emotions and what others in the 
cabin might have been feeling. Now, invite them 
to write a prayer of encouragement for whoever 
will sleep in that bed for the next camp session. 
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Leaders should collect the cards and distribute 
them so that incoming campers will find them on 
their beds. 

BTW: You could allow time for campers to read 
their bunk notes out loud as a prayer for those 
who will follow them to camp.

Story Resources
Maybe God Is Like That Too, by Jennifer Grant 

(Sparkhouse Family, 2017). A story about seeing 
God in positive ways in the city. A little boy 
sees God in all the parts of his day. A great 
way to help campers see that God is always all 
around. 

Katie Loves the Kittens, by John Himmelman 
(Henry Holt & Co., 2008). Katie is a dog who 
gets some new family members in the form of 
kittens. At first, Katie scares the kittens and feels 
badly, but then she finds a way to show them 
love and joy without overwhelming them.

“For the Birds” (Pixar, 2001). A short little video 
about a bird who just wants to join the others, 
but they resist. In the end, the big bird is still 
full of joy, but the other birds have seen the 
consequences of their ways. A good way to 
remind campers to always think about the 
other person 
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YOUNGER YOUTH

Daily Quick Reference Guide

Scripture Passage: Philippians 1:3–11

Scripture Focus: Philippians 1:3–5 
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all 
of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.

Theological Summary: Even in prison Paul writes words of love and joy, because he celebrates the 
friendships he has and the good things happening to his friends. In our sadness at going home, we have to 
remember the same.

Today, campers will…

• Celebrate the experiences and relationships built this week.

• Be commissioned to share God’s love and joy with others.

• Know that they are partners in ministry with others near and far.

• Learn the importance of giving thanks in all circumstances.  

DAILY ACTIVITIES
TITLE TYPE DESCRIPTION

Shake, Shake, Shake CREATE PLAY  Group handshake or cheer

Circle Up PRAY SERVE Praying for one another

Dear Pen Pal LEARN PRAY Writing letters just like Paul

Quicksand! PLAY A game showing how full joy makes life

Howdy, Partner LEARN Identify partners in ministry

Carnival PLAY Mini games to celebrate the week

Prayer Practice: Movement / Dance

Leader Notes: Some campers might not be happy to leave because going home might not be the happy 
picture we tend to paint. Focus on ways to take camp joy home and to continue relationships with new 
friends.

Prayer: Thank you so much for the week we’ve had at camp together. Help us find joy in everything we’ve 
experienced. Help us share that joy in new ways when we get home.

Day 7: Longing to Celebrate 



Younger Youth

120          InsideOut:

Daily Activities

Shake, Shake, Shake      CREATE PLAY

Why: This will be a fun way for campers to have 
one final bonding moment with fellow campers 
and remember those they have spent special time 
with.

Supplies: Paper, pens

How: Invite campers to come up with their own 
cheer, handshake, or silly dance they can do 
together to remind them of their time together. It 
should be fun and complicated enough that other 
groups or parents can’t duplicate it easily, but 
also be easy to memorize. Tell campers to do the 
cheer/dance/handshake all day whenever they see 
someone else from their group and try to figure 
out other groups’ motions.

BTW: If you do a camp show for parents, let the 
campers show these off for everyone!

Circle Up          PRAY SERVE

Why: Have campers start the day with prayer and 
celebratory service to one another.

Supplies: none

How: Campers should stand in a large circle, about 
an arm's length apart from one another. Campers 
will turn either left or right as you instruct them, 
so that everyone is facing someone. When they 
are facing each other, campers should offer a 
prayer of thanksgiving for the person they face, 
and then give one joyful memory they have of 
that person during the camp week. This serves 
campers by allowing everyone the chance to feel 
celebration and joy coming from another camper.

BTW: You could also ask campers to identify 
one small act of service for their partner to be 
completed during the day and before everyone 
goes home.

Dear Pen Pal      LEARN PRAY

Why: Help campers connect to Paul by writing 
their own letters of joy and gratitude.

Supplies: Paper, pens

How: Using Paul’s letter as a model, campers 
should write a letter to a group of people they are 
grateful for and who bring them joy. This letter 
should include a prayer of gratitude for those 
people, as Paul’s does. Encourage campers to take 
the letters home and either mail them or keep 
them to read occasionally and remember the joy 
they felt while writing. Talk to campers about why 
Paul insisted on writing the Philippians a letter 
from prison, and how he was able to find joy in 
that circumstance based on his friendships. Ask 
the campers what friends they have who could be 
their strength in difficult times.

BTW: You could make the distinction between 
the camp community and the home community 
by having campers write two letters—one to 
the community they are leaving and one to the 
community they look ahead to rejoining.

Quicksand!  PLAY

Why: Explore how easy it is to become deeply 
immersed in joy.

Supplies: Balloons or small balls; gaga pit, wading 
pool, or other large area to fill with balloons

How: Fill your area with balloons and then as 
many campers as can fit, making sure balloons 
are as high as possible and it is difficult to move 
around in like a ball pit. Challenge campers to 
get out of the balloon pit without falling while 
staff continue to add extra balloons to the area 
as quickly as possible and other campers try 
to keep them inside because they are so happy 
to be friends with them. Remind campers that 
it is difficult to leave joy behind when your 
community is constantly refilling your life with 
happiness.

BTW:  You could do a simpler version with 
campers lying down on a towel or blanket and 
others trying to keep them covered in balloons. 
Each time a camper puts a balloon back on the 
camper, they must follow it with a compliment or 
word of affirmation. 
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Howdy, Partner  LEARN

Why: After such an intense week of longing, 
send campers home knowing they can achieve 
something by helping a ministry do its work.

Supplies: Paper, pens

How: Spend some time together talking about 
ideas, projects, and service plans campers enjoyed 
during the week or felt particularly connected to. 
Ask the campers what has come naturally and 
how they can use that at home. Make a list of 
ministry partners campers can either join through 
volunteering or support through prayer, and make 
sure every camper who leaves has at least one 
ministry possibility. Also, each camper should 
leave with one way they can show God’s love and 
joy to the world at home. Ask campers to commit 
to helping a ministry in at least one way, whether 
it be through prayer support, fundraising, or a 
Facebook campaign.

BTW: You could create a master list and have staff 
pray for these ministries throughout the year. In 
the future, when campers are looking for service 
projects or are in need of ministerial assistance, 
use this list.

Carnival      PLAY

Why: Celebrate the week with a fun carnival 
activity.

Supplies: Mini games and any supplies needed for 
each

How: Prepare for campers to play at least eight 
to ten mini games. Divide them into teams and 
have the teams race to finish each mini game 
successfully. Things like bobbing for apples, 
blowing marshmallows across a table with a straw, 

egg and spoon races, and the like all work well for 
this. Create a fun afternoon activity so campers 
leave remembering all the good times. Play music 
and decorate for the festivities so it feels like a true 
celebration.

BTW: Consider making party favor bags for 
campers including photos from the week, special 
camp cookies, and other mementos so the 
celebration can continue at home. 

Story Resources
The Goonies (Warner Brothers, 1985). If you 

have time, enjoy this whole movie with your 
campers and allow them to celebrate along with 
the Goonies the joy of having friends to count 
on and be with every step of the way. If you’re 
short on time, the end of the movie where they 
find the jewels and celebrate saving their home 
is an excellent illustration of the lesson.

Mamma Mia! (Universal Pictures, 2008). Both 
Meryl Streep’s character and her two best 
friends and Amanda Seyfried’s character and 
her two best friends have special friend chants 
they use when they see one another. You could 
watch this as inspiration for Shake, Shake, 
Shake.

“The Undeniable Power of a Simple Hug,” 
by Suzanne Degges-White. https://www.
psychologytoday.com/us/blog/lifetime-
connections/201606/the-undeniable-power-simple-
hug. Learn about why the hug we’ve included 
today is so important and an excellent tool for 
celebrating your friends.

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/lifetime-connections/201606/the-undeniable-power-simple-hug
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/lifetime-connections/201606/the-undeniable-power-simple-hug
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/lifetime-connections/201606/the-undeniable-power-simple-hug
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/lifetime-connections/201606/the-undeniable-power-simple-hug
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OLDER YOUTH

Daily Quick Reference Guide

Scripture Passage: Philippians 1:3–11

Scripture Focus: Philippians 1:3–4 
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all 
of you. 

Theological Summary: God calls us to share our joy with others. 

Today, campers will… 

• Celebrate the experiences and relationships built this week.

• Be commissioned to share God’s love and joy with others. 

• Know that they are partners in ministry with others near and far. 

• Learn the importance of giving thanks in all circumstances. 

DAILY ACTIVITIES
TITLE TYPE DESCRIPTION

Flying Facts PLAY  Guess the group member game

Prayer Makeover LEARN  Rewriting Paul’s Letter

Uplifted in Joy SERVE Affirmation on balloons

Pep Speech CREATE Messages of positivity

Joy-filled Review LEARN PRAY Learning to write a collect prayer

Prayer Practice: Movement/Dance

Leader Notes: The last day of camp can be especially hard for some campers. Give campers the space to 
reflect on the week and stay connected to camp once they leave.  

Prayer: Jubilant God, thank you for bringing joy into our lives. May we seek to celebrate and glorify you in 
all that we say and do. In Christ’s name, Amen. 

 

Day 7: Longing to Celebrate 

• 
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Flying Facts      PLAY

Why: Affirm the relationships that campers have 
formed with one another through a fun game.

Supplies: Paper, pens

How: Have each camper write their name and 
three facts about themselves on a piece of paper, 
then crumple it into a ball and throw it into the 
air. Then have everyone pick up a ball and open it 
up, keeping the contents private. It’s okay if they 
get their own paper. Let campers sit in a circle and 
take turns reading the facts on their paper, one at 
a time, while the rest of the group guesses who 
the writer is. They get three guesses before the 
reader reveals who the writer is. 

BTW: You could mix in an equal number of 
prewritten pages as if the Bible characters they 
have studied wrote them. Imagine Esther, Jonah, 
and the five sisters all having their own pages 
along with your campers. Just throw them up 
in the air along with the campers’ balls and let 
everyone pick up two. 

Prayer Makeover          LEARN

Why: Have campers reflect on Paul’s prayer to the 
Philippians.

Supplies: Bible, paper, pen  

How: Working in groups of three or four, have 
campers read Philippians 1:3–7.  Ask them to write 
Paul’s prayer in their own words. When everyone 
is finished, have them share with the group. 

BTW: These could be used in a closing worship 
service as part of the scripture reading, or you 
could make copies and send a version home with 
each camper. If you are mailing the Pep Speech 
activity (see below), you could include this. 

Uplifted in Joy          SERVE

Why: Allow campers a way to affirm one another 
and express their joy. 

Supplies: Balloons, markers 

How: Let each camper choose a balloon and blow 
it up. Once they are all tied, invite them to write 
their name on the balloon, then pass it around 
the group letting others write a positive word that 
describes the camper on that camper's balloon. 
When everyone gets their own balloon back, they 
can read the different words. Close with a prayer 
of joy and let campers bounce their balloons in 
the air as a celebration as they shout out, “Amen!”

BTW: If campers want to write more, you could 
have a piece of paper for each camper. This would 
allow them to write longer notes to one another. 
Once they are done, consider rolling up the pages 
and using ribbon to tie each person’s balloon to 
their paper. This will keep the paper rolled up and 
give them an easy way to hold the balloon.

Pep Speech          CREATE

Why: Help campers connect their camp experience 
with their daily life at home. 

Supplies: Paper, pens

How: Invite campers to imagine that they are a 
motivational speaker or coach and to write an 
inspirational message to encourage themselves 
back home. If some are willing, let them swap 
messages with someone else and deliver messages 
to each other with great enthusiasm. This could 
be really meaningful and also very silly. 

BTW: This is a great opportunity to send 
something home with campers. They can self-
address an envelope, then seal their message 
inside. Letters can be mailed out to campers 
sometime during the year. You could even invite 
campers to perform their speech on video and 
share it with camp friends once it arrives in the 
mail. 

Joy-filled Review          LEARN PRAY

Why: Review the week and proclaim joy in the 
face of challenges.

Supplies: none

How: Remind campers of the daily themes covered 
at camp and ask what they remember about each. 
Focus on the longings shared each day, and then 
ask campers to reflect on one concern, issue, or 
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longing that they personally have or care about. 
Invite each camper to take a turn stepping into 
the middle of a tight circle and complete the 
statement, “I long for….” Then let the group 
respond, “May the joy of the Lord meet you in 
your longing!”

BTW: This could be a closing worship ritual, 
letting every camper be heard and affirmed, and 
God praised.  

Story Resources

Sister Act 2: Back in the Habit (Touchstone 
Pictures, 1993). The scene where Ahmal feels 
hesitant to sing but Sister Mary Clarence 
encourages him, leading to the whole choir 
singing “Oh Happy Day,” is a great depiction of 
joy.  https://youtu.be/6zT8AyfsFmA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6zT8AyfsFmA&feature=youtu.be
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INTERGENERATIONAL

Daily Quick Reference Guide

Scripture Passage: Philippians 1:3–11

Scripture Focus: Philippians 1:3–4 
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all 
of you.

Theological Summary: We should be filled with joy when we think of our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Paul remembers his friends fondly and is confident that God will continue to help them grow in their 
faith as they continue to live out the gospel.

Today, campers will… 

• Celebrate the experiences and relationships built this week.

• Be commissioned to share God’s love and joy with others.

• Know that they are partners in ministry with others near and far.

• Learn the importance of giving thanks in all circumstances.

DAILY ACTIVITIES
TITLE TYPE DESCRIPTION

Pen Pals SERVE  Letters to one another

Memory Pages CREATE  Reviewing stories and themes

One Time at Camp CREATE PRAY Funny stories

When They Ask LEARN Imagine how we celebrate camp

I Thank God for You PRAY Praying for one another

Prayer Practice: Movement / Dance

Leader Notes: Endings, closings, going home can be difficult. Some campers have been homesick all week 
and cannot get out of here fast enough. Others may be returning to difficult home situations and wish 
they could extend the week. Be sensitive to these feelings and allow a safe space for campers to express 
them. Help them to process and celebrate the fun experiences they had this week and remind them that 
God is with them always and in all places.

Prayer: Thank you for new friends and a great week at camp. Forgive us for the times we did not celebrate 
new friendships and opportunities to build community. Help us to take what we learned this week and 
show God’s love to all we meet.

Day 7: Longing to Celebrate 
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Pen Pals         SERVE

Why: Campers will practice writing to encourage 
one another, as Paul did with the early church.

Supplies: Bible, stamps, envelopes, paper, pens

How: Read Philippians 1:3–11 to the group and 
explain that Paul traveled, visiting Christians all 
over the place. After his visits he would write 
letters to the communities to encourage them to 
continue what he taught them. Give each camper 
a stamped envelope and ask them to address it to 
themselves. Collect the envelopes, keeping them 
in two sets, based on the ages of the campers. Fan 
them name side down, and let campers draw an 
envelope from their own age group’s set (if they 
draw their own name, have them draw again). 
They will take the envelope and write a letter 
to the person whose envelope they selected. 
The letter should be about something they will 
remember about camp or what they will miss 
about camp. After everyone has had time to write, 
ask the campers how they feel about getting 
mail delivered to their home. Let campers know 
approximately when you will be mailing them, so 
they know when to anticipate the letter.

BTW: You could also include information on next 
year’s camp in the envelope or a picture of your 
group.

Memory Pages           CREATE

Why: Campers will draw pictures or write words to 
remember their camp experience.

Supplies: Blank paper, markers

How: Have campers each fold a piece of paper in 
half three times, so when it is unfolded there are 
eight sections. Let campers decorate the first panel 
any way they wish, then write the daily themes in 
the other panels and decorate them with words or 
images. This could be something they learned or 
something fun that happened on that day. Have 

campers flip their paper over and write their name 
in one corner. Then have them pass their pages 
around the group so everyone can write them a 
note of encouragement, celebrating their time 
together at camp. 

BTW: You could start this on the first day and 
allow campers time each day at bedtime to reflect 
and complete each page, leaving the last day for 
the notes to one another.

One Time at Camp       CREATE PRAY

Why: Campers will take time to remember new 
friends and laugh.

Supplies: Paper, pencils, container for drawing

How: Remind campers that Paul opens his letter 
with how it makes him feel to remember his 
friends. Give each camper a half sheet of paper 
and pencil. Give them time to write about a 
funny thing that happened at camp, starting it 
with “Remember that one time at camp when….” 
Give them time to finish their short story. Once 
everyone is finished, the leader will collect the 
stories, fold them, and place them in a container. 
Pass the container through the group and have 
each camper draw one. Go around the circle 
and have campers share the stories. Then have 
campers say one thing they are going to pray 
about for that person. 

BTW: Encourage campers to take the stories home 
and pray for that person when they reread the 
story and laugh out loud.

When They Ask      LEARN

Why: Campers will imagine how they will 
celebrate their week of camp and share the joy at 
home.

Supplies: none

How: Invite everyone to imagine that someone 
has asked them about their time at camp. Have 
them talk to a partner about how they might 
answer. Encourage them to think about how to 
tell the story with joy and energy. Come back 
together and invite those willing to share their 
answer. 
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180          InsideOut:

BTW: Go back around the circle in the opposite 
direction so everyone gets a second turn to share.

I Thank God for You      PRAY

Why: Campers will have the opportunity to thank 
God for a specific person and to hear someone 
else thank God for them.

Supplies: none

How: Form a circle holding hands. Ask campers 
if they know the names of the people on either 
side of them, and tell them to ask for the names 
if they do not. Then sit down, with campers still 
holding hands. The leader will begin by looking 
to the person on their left and saying, “I thank 
God for you, _________.” They will then squeeze 
that person’s hand. That person will do the same 
for the person on their left, until everyone in the 
group has had the opportunity to thank God for 
the friendship of a camper and to hear someone 
give thanks to God for them.

BTW: This could be a daily ritual at the close of 
the day to help campers see value in one another. 
If this is a daily activity, be sure to mix up the 
circle to challenge campers to find things to be 
thankful for in campers they may not know very 
well.

Story Resources
Christopher Robin (Disney, 2018). Celebrate 

friendship as Christopher Robin remembers the 
importance of Winnie the Pooh. 

Mister Rogers & Me (PBS, 2012). Mr. Rogers 
was not only everyone’s favorite neighbor, he 
made everyone feel like they were his favorite 
neighbor too. This documentary shows the 
power we have to make everyone feel included 
and celebrated.

Children Just Like Me: Celebrations!, by Anabel 
Kindersley and Barnabas Kindersley (DK 
Children, 1997). Learn about celebrations and 
festivals all over the world in the words of the 
children who celebrate them.

Frog and Toad All Year, by Arnold Lobel 
(HarperCollins, 1984). Frog and Toad spend the 
year celebrating the seasons together. 


