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ON GIVING AND KEEPING 
The Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea are made of the same water. 
  
It flows down, clear and cool, from the heights of Mount Hermon 
and the roots of the cedars of Lebanon.  The Sea of Galilee makes 
beauty of it.  For the Sea of Galilee has an outlet.  It gathers in its 
riches that it may pour them out again to fertilize the Jordan plain.  
It gets to give. 
  
But the Dead Sea, with the same water, makes horror.  For the 
Dead Sea has no outlet.  It only gets to keep. 
     - Harry Emerson Fosdick 
 

 
Having been given once by the donor(s), the church’s endowment is meant to keep giving for ministry each year – in 
perpetuity.  An endowment is like an ever-flowing wellspring.  It was initially given (and added to) in order to accomplish 
ministry.  It should be doing just that – every year to realize the ministry visions of your congregation. 
 

Some congregations establish multiple endowments, such as one for mission, one for children and youth, one for 
building maintenance, and one for general church ministry. 
 

More and more churches are realizing the benefit of using our “connectional” structure as Methodists for targeting their 
mission outreach beyond their own walls.  They use periodic endowment distributions to support their ministry 
partnerships with our Kentucky camps, our Kentucky children’s homes, our Kentucky campus ministries, and our 
Kentucky senior retirement facilities.  Our individual churches cannot do each of these things, but connectionally we can 
and do change lives all across the Commonwealth each day. 
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Water and Endowments 

An endowment is NOT: the church’s 
piggybank; a “secret stash” squirreled 
away; a dormant savings account. 
Just as fresh, flowing water is essential 
to nurture life, likewise, a church’s 
endowment can nourish much good 
work.  But bottled up or squirreled 
away, it accomplishes nothing. 
 

Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this 
water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks 
the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, 
the water I give them will become in them a 
spring of water welling up to eternal life.”  
      John 4:13-14 
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A company involved with water sent me an e-mail sponsoring a special art contest, the title of which 

was “Imagine a Day Without Water.”  It got me to thinking. 

 
 

I thought:  Imagine a day without love. 
Sadly, all too many people do not have to imagine.  That is the reality for them. 

 

 

The church has a powerful message – “God is love.” [1 John 4:16b] 

But even more importantly, the church has a powerful mission – putting that love into 

action. “Let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.” [1 John 3:18] 

 

Some faith-in-action takes no special resources – just a caring heart and a willing spirit.  However, many other 

ministries of faith-in-action require financial resources to undergird the outreach – oftentimes significant and 

ongoing resources. 

 

One mission of the Kentucky United Methodist Foundation is to help your church develop and grow those 

resources to enable robust ministry, both in your congregation and outside your walls – in your town, across 

the region, and even around the world. 

 

The Foundation does this through creating and administering endowments for churches, growing reserve funds 

for churches, educating leadership teams and congregational groups about endowments and legacy giving, 

and working confidentially with individual church members to establish a legacy gift for their church.  

  

In the face of a broken world, the church stands as a beacon carrying a message of hope and light that 

people’s days should not be without love.  The apostles John, James, Peter, Paul and especially Jesus himself 

had much to tell us about this.   

 

As a humble retreat director used to say when training leaders, “There is nothing special 

about us, but now it happens to be our turn to ‘carry the water’.”   

As we each take our turn at the water bucket, let us be reminded that the many ministries of 

faith-in-action change lives.  What a fruitful use of our God-given resources to say,  

“Yes, that is ministry outreach worth pouring support into.”  
 


