
 

Consider the beautiful understanding of God’s provision for us in  
this daily devotional which appeared in the Upper Room: 

 

W hen my husband and I moved into our house, we 
noticed a wonderful garden next door filled with beautiful 

flowers and wholesome vegetables. Our neighbor, Herb, was a master gardener.  
 

B ut more than that, he was generous. Herb hung a bucket on our side of the fence that separated our back 
yards. As he quietly worked in his garden, Herb would fill our bucket with wonderful things. One day it might 

be tomatoes; the next day, zucchini. Another day it was cucumbers; and the day after, fresh beets. We never saw 
Herb filling our bucket, but the evidence of his presence was undeniable.  
 

O ne day as I emptied that bucket, I thought about what would happen if I forgot that it was there or perhaps 
became too lazy to empty it. The vegetables would rot and be wasted.  

 

M aybe God is like Herb . . . working quietly in the garden of our lives, filling our “buckets” with gifts and skills 
for us to use. Has God given you a gift that you are not using?  

 

W hen we use what is in our buckets, God can fill them up again...and again...and again. 

 

To all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance;  
but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 

      - Matthew 25:29 (NIV) 
 

I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit - fruit that will last. 
     - John 15:16 (NIV) 
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   TYPE OF GIFT BENEFITS BENEFICIARY 

  

GIFTS 
THAT PAY YOU 

INCOME 

Charitable 

Gift Annuity 

 
 Current income tax deduction 

 Portion of payments may be tax free 

 Fixed and predictable payments 

 

 One or two annuitants 

 Your church or favorite ministry is the future  

   residual beneficiary 

Charitable 

Remainder 

Trust 

 
 Current income tax deduction 

 Bypass capital gains tax 

 Diversification of investments 

 Payments for life and/or term of years 

 

 One or more income beneficiaries 

 Your church or favorite ministry is the future  

   residual beneficiary 

GIFTS 
THAT CAN BE 
USED TODAY 

Outright 

 
 Current income tax deduction 

 Bypass capital gains tax 

 Enjoy the gift during your lifetime 

 

 Your church or favorite ministry is the immediate 

   beneficiary 

 

 
GIFTS THAT 
TAKE EFFECT 

AFTER YOUR 
LIFETIME 

Bequest 

 
 Charitable deduction for taxable estates 

 Allows you to make a large gift at no immediate  

  cost to you 

 
 Your church or favorite ministry is the future  

   beneficiary 

Life 

Insurance 

 
 Allows you to make a large gift at little cost to you 

 
 Your church or favorite ministry is the future  

  beneficiary 

Retirement 

Plans 

 
 Avoid double taxation of retirement assets 

 The Foundation applies the full amount of plan  

  assets to the church or ministry you choose 

 

 Your church or favorite ministry is the future  

   beneficiary 

Retained 

Life Estate 

 
 Current income tax deduction 

 Potential estate tax savings 

 
 You retain lifetime beneficial use of property 

 Your church or favorite ministry receives future  

   rights to property 

 

Which type of gift fits your needs? 
 

Each year generous United Methodists benefit their churches and their favorite ministries in many ways, including 
their financial support.  There are many ways people make charitable gifts, and careful planning will ensure that your 

personal wishes and charitable goals are met.  The chart below highlights some of the most common ways to make a 
gift, along with an explanation of the benefits to you and to the beneficiary. 
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