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How Does Your Garden Grow? 

I don’t know what Mary was contrary about, but we, too, may ask, “How does your garden grow?”   Did you put in a 
garden this year (or have you done so in the past)?  So, how is it doing?  Maybe the young sprouts have already broken 
ground and you are eagerly awaiting the coming produce which will grace your table. 

Of course, when you think about it, the unplanted garden is actually no garden at 
all.  It is just a thought, an idea.  To be sure, the idea has to come first, but then 
the planting must take place.  There’s some work to do.  Plan, plant, nurture, 
harvest.  That’s a familiar cycle for much of life, isn’t it? 

And while the harvesting is desirable and enjoyable, there is no harvest without 
first the commitment, diligence, and persistence of the previous steps.  First 
things first.  Our work at the Kentucky United Methodist Foundation is some-
times much like gardening.  We assist our United Methodist agencies, churches, 
and generous individuals to sow seeds of several kinds. 

 
That is why we celebrate with the family of Billy and Jayne Squires the planting of some very im-
portant seeds.  At the Kentucky United Methodist Foundation, we assist our Kentucky United Meth-
odist donors in several important ways – one of which is to provide investment and administration 
for permanent endowments.  It is our joy and our honor to assist in the inauguration of the Billy L. 
and Jayne W. Squires Family Endowment Fund.  This spring marks the initial distributions from the 
fund to ten specifically-designated agencies and institutions ministering right here in Kentucky.  

As with all gardens, seeds are small, young shoots need nurture, and mature plants can be expected to produce the 
harvest of bountiful fruit.  These seeds will grow over time to produce future harvests of significant financial support 
for the life-affirming ministries of these ministries: Union College, Kentucky Wesleyan College, Lindsey Wilson College, 
the United Methodist Homes for Children, Loucon Training and Retreat Center, 
Kavanaugh Life Enrichment Center, Aldersgate Camp and Retreat Center, Wesley 
Methodist Village, Wesley Manor Retirement Community, and Nathaniel United 
Methodist Mission. 

Once the “seeds are sown” for an endowment, it continues to produce fruit in all 
seasons – sunny and stormy!  Not only should that should make Mary less con-
trary, it will warm the hearts of all who knew Bill and Jayne Squires and make 
them very, very happy. 

Mary, Mary, quite contrary, 

How does your garden grow? 



Q’s & A’s about…Q’s & A’s about… 

…Charitable Gift Annuities…Charitable Gift Annuities…Charitable Gift Annuities   

 

 Q. Why is Thelma smiling? 

 A. Because she is very pleased with her single-life 

    Charitable Gift Annuity.  
 

At age 84, Thelma’s $20,000 annuity gives her 

a 7.6% payment of $1,520 each year for her 

lifetime. In addition, $1,301 of her annual pay-

ment is tax-free.  Thelma also receives a 

$10,629 charitable income tax deduction, 

which can be carried forward up to 5 years.  

And she has peace of mind because she can-

not outlive her annuity. 
 

After her life, it provides a generous charitable 

gift as her legacy to her own local United  

Methodist church or favorite ministry, which 

she loves and faithfully supports. 

Contact David Bowles at the Foundation for a confidential proposal prepared for your age and amount. 

(859) 977-0400  or  kumf@kyumc.org 

Learn more about legacy gift options to your church at www.kyumc.org/kumf 

 

Q. My friend just mentioned she has a  

Charitable Gift Annuity.  What is a CGA? 

A. A CGA is an irrevocable gift which: 

 First pays you a lifetime income, 

 Then provides a generous charitable re-

mainder gift to charity. 

 

Q. Can I choose where I want the “charitable 

remainder gift” to go? 

A. Yes.  For example, your church or favorite Unit-

ed Methodist ministry or agency (or some combi-

nation of those). 

 

Q. What payment rate would I get from a 

Charitable Gift Annuity? 

A. The rate depends on your age.  The chart on 

the right shows selected ages.  

 

Q. Are my CGA payments taxable? 

A. Only a portion.   

A significant part is tax-free income. 

 

Q. Can I fund a Charitable Gift Annuity with 

stock instead of cash? 

A. Yes.  And there are tax advantages. Using ap-

preciated stock has the added benefit of partially 

bypassing capital gains tax. 

AGE RATE AGE RATE 

64 4.6% 80 6.8% 

68 4.9% 84 7.6% 

72 5.4% 88 8.4% 

76 6.0% 90+ 9.0% 

 


