
SUMMER 2020 

Cindy L. Coker                                                                                                          David H. Bowles  
Administrative Assistant                          859-977-0400                                              President                                                       

How Many Elephants Can Fit in a Room? 

We are all familiar with the phrase “the 
elephant in the room,” referring to some-
thing that we are well aware of, but are 
reluctant to bring up or uncomfortable say-
ing out loud. 

At different points in our cultural history, 
there have been times when there was such 
an “elephant in the room” – different things 
at different times, of course. 

Currently, however, there are several.  So, 
just how many elephants can be in the 
room at the same time?  Well, quite a few, 
it seems. 

 Black Lives Matter and systemic 
racism. 

 Improper use of force by police. 

 COVID-19 viral pandemic. 

 Economic disruption, including lost 
jobs, decreased income, and closed 
businesses. 

 Inability to gather for worship or 
other church functions. 

 Uncertainty over a postponed UMC 
General Conference, likely to result 
in denominational schism. 

 Isolation of vulnerable persons, es-
pecially seniors. 

 Health care dilemmas, including loss 
of coverage and fear to seek care. 

 Hospitalization without the presence 
of loved ones. 

 Funerals without the attendance of 
those who grieve and those who 
care. 

 Investment market volatility. 

 Political strife, and an election year. 

 Re-opened states closing down 
again in response to increased 
COVID-19 cases. 

 The fear of a second spike of viral 
infections. 

 The current lack of a COVID-19 
vaccine, or cure, or preventative 
treatment. 

There are even more; but that’s a lot of 
elephants to have in the room.  One 
might think, “Well, they must be small 
elephants to get that many in a room.”  
Actually, however, these elephants range 
from medium to quite large.  None are 
small. 

 

Some things we can control.  Many 
things we cannot.  In some cases, we 
rely upon experts to provide the appro-
priate help or upon researchers to dis-
cover new ways to deal with problems.  
In some cases, we rely on the underlying 
understanding of the “social contract,” 
namely, that we pool our resources to 
enable government to then turn around 
and use those resources to help.  In some 
cases, we rely on the basic good of hu-
man nature for people to directly provide 
what is needed for each other – for fami-
ly, for those in our church community, 
for neighbors and strangers among us in 
need.   

 

Elephants aren’t mentioned in the Bible.  
But anxiety, worries and trouble are.   

The Psalmist laments in Psalm 88:3-5,9 

I am overwhelmed with troubles 
    and my life draws near to death. 

I am counted among those who go down 
to the pit; 

    I am like one without strength. 
I am set apart with the dead, 

    Like the slain who lie in the grave, 
whom you remember no more, 

    who are cut off from your care. 

My eyes are dim with grief. 

I call to you, Lord, every day; 
    I spread out my hands to you. 

 

Importantly, the Psalmist also reflects in 
Psalm 71:20-21 

Though you have made me see troubles, 
    many and bitter, 

    you will restore my life again; 
from the depths of the earth 

    you will again bring me up. 

You will increase my honor 
    and comfort me once more. 

The Psalmist reminds me of two things.  
First, life is hard now.  But that is not 
unique to this time; it is the human condi-
tion.  And second, in the midst of trouble, 
even grave difficulties, there is hope.  As 
long as we have breath, we do have hope. 

 

The unique thing about the church is 
that it ministers in the midst of trouble in 
each of the arenas noted above—and 
many more.  The church meets people 
where they are hurting, provides needed 
comfort for that hurt, and in that work 
also offers hope.   

The Foundation’s work is to undergird 
the financial sustenance for those varied 
ministries of the church so that comfort 
and hope continue to flow, especially 
now. 

 
The Foundation remains open to 

serve you during this time.  E-mail 

or call with any of your needs and 

we will promptly respond. 



2020 Grants & Awards 

Recipient Name 

Pool A Funds 

AppalReD 

Boys & Girls Haven 

Center for Courageous Kids 

Chrysalis House 

Encounter Mission 

Fourth Avenue UMC 

Glasgow First UMC 

Hillcrest Bruce 

Home of the Innocents 

Hope Health Clinic 

Isaiah House 

Kentucky CancerLink 

Kentucky Wesleyan College 

Lifehouse Maternity Home 

Lindsey Wilson 

Recipient Name 

Loucon Camp & Retreat 

Maryhurst 

Methodist Children's Home 

Middletown UMC 

Mission Health Lexington 

Nathaniel Mission 

Pillar (Apple Patch Community, Inc.) 

Radio Eye, Inc. 

Rapha Ministries 

Red Bird Clinic, Dental 

Red Bird Clinic, Health 

Refuge for Women KY Emergency Housing 

South Louisville Community Ministries 

St Matthews UMC 

The Post Clinic, Inc. 

Union College 

Recipient Name 

Pool B Funds 

Aldersgate 

Loucon Camp & Retreat 

KAC - Connectional Ministries 

KAC - New Church Development 

KAC - Board of Ordained Ministry 

Kentucky Board of Pensions 

University of Louisville Wesley Foundation 

University of Kentucky Wesley Foundation 

Morehead State Wesley Foundation 

Eastern Kentucky University Wesley Foundation 

Western Kentucky University Wesley Foundation 

The mission statement of the Good Samaritan Foundation has changed. The mission statement of the GSF is 
now broader in scope, enabling it to provide resources to accomplish more diversified Christian ministries.   

 

The mission is  

To inspire, equip, and empower sustainable ministries to support spiritual and physical needs.  

POOL “B” FUNDING  

is available to on-going and sustaining ministries of the  

Kentucky Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church. 

POOL “A” FUNDING  

is available for health care, health education and health-sustaining ministries  

across the region of the Kentucky Annual Conference. 


