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A word from the President 

 

I recently attended a meeting in Nashville on 

the Celebrating of our 150th 

Anniversary in 2019.  One of 

the things we talked about 

was making sure we were 

“telling our story”.   That got 

me thinking, how many of 

our current members really know why United 

Methodist Women was started in the first 

place? 

It was 1869, Boston Massachusetts, a dark and 

stormy day.  Six women braved the elements to 

hear the story 2 missionary wives told of their 

husbands work in India. The ladies of Boston 

heard how the women in India could not get 

medical care for in that time and culture a male 

doctor could not touch or examine a woman.  

They heard of girls not allowed to attend school 

just because they were girls.  Those six women 

were appalled and moved to take action.  They 

began talking to family, friends, and neighbors 

near and far.  They formed the Woman’s 

Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church.  They raised enough money 

to send Dr. Clara Swain and Isabella Thoburn, a 

teacher, to India and pledged to continue to 

support their work.  A hospital and a school for 

girls were established.  Both of these are still in 

existence today and are still partially funded by 

United Methodist Women. 

Other Methodist related denominations started 

both Home and Foreign Missionary Societies.  

Through a series of mergers and unions, we 

came to be known as the Women’s Society of 

Christian Service and The Wesleyan Service 

Guild.  In 1973 following the merger with the 

Evangelical United Brethren, we adopted the 

name THE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN. 

Today United Methodist Women fund 90 

national mission institutions and 115 foreign 

mission projects.  These include schools, 

hospitals, clinics, community centers, child care 

centers, job training, and the list goes on. 

Our foremothers were also on the cutting edge 

of social reform.  They led the fights for 

woman’s suffrage, civil rights, ending apartheid, 

and supporting environmental concerns.  Today 

we are still working for these things and other 

social concerns like:  Domestic Violence, Human 

Trafficking, Peace and Health Care. 

These are just two parts of our PURPOSE.  Do 

you know the others? 

 

Vicki Easley  
KY Conference President 

veasley75@fuse.net 

 

The Vice-President’s Corner  
 

WOW!!! Did God bless us at Mission u!  It was 

good to see so many of my sisters and a few of 

my brothers.  The classes were both quite 

meaningful and eye opening.  How is it with 

your soul?  I hope to see many more of you at 

Mission u next year as Sue Brunk and I take the 

reins from Debbie and Mary Jo.  God has always 
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blessed us with such great leadership and we 

will strive to continue this great tradition.  If 

you have never checked out the Youth and 

Children’s areas, please make it a priority next 

year. 

Now to the business at hand: Annual meeting is 

just around the corner.  PLEASE attend to 

celebrate the great things God is doing with 

United Methodist Women.  The registration 

form has been posted as well as the list of 

items we are requesting you bring for Hillcrest 

Bruce.  Please remember if you are blessing 

them with a gift card from any store; please 

attach the receipt showing the amount of the 

certificate.  This has been an issue in the past.  

We are also asking that you wear any United 

Methodist Women’s name badge to defer the 

cost of our supplying them.  If you need one, 

please ask the ladies at registration.  Also don’t 

forget your pictures for the TimeLine.  If you 

want them returned you need to print your 

name and address on the back or you may pick 

them up after the meeting.  Our TimeLine will 

be on display in the dining hall.  Also bring your 

banners ONLY – no poles will be required.  

These will also be on display in the dining hall.   

The ladies and gentlemen at Advance UMC in 

Flatwoods are so excited about hosting us this 

year. 

If you know someone who does not have the 

internet, please get them a registration form or 

call me at 502-262-2973 and I will mail them 

out.  Just keep in mind we do have a deadline.  

Please also announce our Celebration in your 

Church services.  This is our chance to celebrate 

GOD and what He is doing with and for the 

people of Kentucky.   

God bless you and I hope to see you on 

October. 

 

Sherry Mattingly  
KY Conference Vice-President 

sherrymattinglyumw@gmail.com 
 

A New Approach to Social Action 
 
Our national staff of United 

Methodist Women is suggesting 

a new approach to Social Action 

work.  Previously we were 

asked to select three priorities 

at all levels (conference, district, and local) each 

year.  This resulted in a rather scattershot 

approach.  Plus, we can’t complete the work in 

one year.  Has anyone solved all of the 

problems of the environment in one year?  Or 

have you eradicated human trafficking in one 

year?  Obviously no one is able to do it all in 

that short time.   

Our national staff has chosen four social 

problem areas, and all of us are asked to work 

on a part of one priority concern.  The four 

concerns are as follows: Climate Justice, 

Immigrant and Civil Rights, Human Trafficking, 

and Domestic Violence.  We should be aware 

that our concerns for racial justice, 

peacemaking, and the welfare of women, 

children, and youth will frequently be a part of 

the issue which we are addressing.  As you can 

see, these are huge problems, and we often 

feel small in the face of such widespread 

difficulties.  You’ve heard the saying, “Rome 

wasn’t built in a day,” but Rome was built!  It 

took a lot of people placing stone after stone 

until the city emerged.  We can lay our part of 

the stones! 

 At our meeting of district Social Action 

Coordinators as part of Mission u in July, we 

decided to ask every district to plan some 

program or event (remember!  We need 

education, then Action!) for 2015.  You can 

work with a nearby district or within your own 

district.  This can be added to another meeting 

or be used instead of a usual meeting.  You 

should address a part of one of these issues 

which is of greatest concern within your district 

and brings out the most passion in your 

members.  Our district Social Action 

Coordinators will meet during lunch at our 
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meeting at Flatwoods to report on our plans 

and share ideas. 

Remember that you don’t have to do all of this 

alone.  Your district SAC received a folder which 

contained a list of staff members who each 

study a part of our social action work.  When 

you have chosen your topic, you can go to the 

appropriate web site or call the staff member 

with your questions.  Also remember, the work 

for this program does not have to rest on 

district mission teams.  Find the people who 

feel passionate about your issue and ask them 

to serve on a short- term committee. 

 We need to pray for each other as we plan our 

social action event.  God bless you for your 

commitment! 

 

Sarah Williams,  
KY Conference Coordinator for Social Action.  

gdwsdw@fewpb.net 

 
 

Seeking a mission focus 

for your local unit?  Our 

Kentucky National 

Mission Institutions are: 

• Wesley House Community Services in 

Louisville 

• Redbird Mission and Redbird Missionary 

Conference in Beverly (2 separate entities) 

• Henderson Settlement in Frakes 

These sites welcome your support, financially 

as well as your prayers.  They also welcome 

work teams. 

 

Education Focus - Immigration 
 

There is a lot in the news about issues related 

to immigration and this is one of the focuses of 

UMW as well as the Justice Team of the 

Kentucky Conference UMC.  It is addressed in 

the UMC 2012 Book of Resolutions as follows:  

“To refuse to welcome migrants to this 

country—and to stand by in silence while 

families are separated, individual freedoms are 

ignored, and the migrant community in the 

United States is demonized by members of 

Congress and the media—is complicity to sin”, 

Resolution 3281, “Welcoming the Migrant to 

the U.S.”   The UMW vision is as follows:  “We 

affirm a world in which God’s vision of beloved 

community, a world in which nationalities and 

borders do not divide us as the people who God 

loves.  We affirm the human rights of every 

person regardless of status and affirm that 

these rights do not stop at borders.”  

What can we do?  Join UMW throughout the 

country each day at 1pm and say a prayer for a 

just and peaceful resolution to this crisis and 

the children and families affected.  (More 

information about this on the UMW website, 

unitedmethodistwomen.org.) 

 

One of the National Mission Institutions of 

UMW, the Holding Institute Community Center 

in Laredo, TX, is working with churches and 

other organizations to meet the immediate 

needs of the women and children in desperate 

need after crossing the border.  For more 

information on the work being done there and 

how we might help, read about it on the UMW 

website.    

Within Kentucky, several of our churches have 

refugee ministries.  These are: 

Louisville District 

• Buchel UMC 

• Christ Church 

• Fourth Ave UMC 

• Gateway Community UMC 

• Middletown UMC 

• St. Paul UMC 

• Fern Creek UMC 

Lexington District 

• First UMC 

• Wesley Chapel 

• The Rock/LaRoca UMC 

• Centenary UMC, Lexington 

 

EDUCATION & 

INTERPRETATION 
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For further information about the work of the 

Justice Team in this area, contact Rev. Craig 

Tuck, 502.494.4474, ctuckumc@hotmail.com  

or Rev. Chrysanthia Carr-Seals, 859.797.1341, 

chrysseals@hotmail.com  

 

  

Linda Gayheart 
KY Conference Coordinator  

for Education & Interpretation 

gayheart@tvscable.com 

 

 

Greetings from the Treasurer’s Ledger! 
 

Did you MAKE IT HAPPEN and attend Mission 

u?  Kudos go 

out to Debbie 

Rowley, Dean 

and Mary Jo 

Willoughby, 

Assistant Dean 

for all the 

organizing, 

preparations and hard work that goes into 

making an enjoyable stay and outstanding 

learning adventure for all who attended 

Mission u.  Also a big “Thank You” to the entire 

Mission u Team, for nothing could have 

happened without all who worked tirelessly 

behind the scenes.  All the teachers were 

excellent.  If you did not attend Mission u, what 

an outstanding learning experience you truly 

missed.  Blessing beyond measure were 

showed upon all who did attend.  

 

To date KY Conference has sent $74,317.88 or 

50.15% of our pledged amount for 2014 which 

is $148,180.  Designated giving to date is 

$11,600.67.  As United Methodist Women, we 

need to be proactive and continue to help 

women, children and youth throughout so that 

all God’s people will have a place at the big 

banquet table.     

 

Also I would like to share the offering taken up 

at Mission u was designated for two Special 

Advances.  Assistance to Trafficked Women and 

Children project provides refuge, counseling, 

and skills training for victims of sex trafficking 

and prostitution.  The Center for Women who 

suffer from violence project provides shelter 

and counseling for abused women and their 

children.  The total offering of $2,203 will be 

divided equally between the two named 

Advances.  As United Methodist Women we 

will Make It Happen thus sharing Christ, 

providing hope by means of trained 

professionals and setting Faith, Hope, Love in 

Action.   

Together we can make a difference. 

 

Shalom, 

Betty Dodson 

KY Conference Treasurer 

859.653.5148 

vetteso@fuse.net 

 

 

A Spiritual Growth Focus  

 

Ageism?  Surely not in the church... 

 

age·ism 

1. discrimination against persons of a certain 

age group.  

2. a tendency to regard older persons as 

debilitated, unworthy of 

attention, or unsuitable for 

employment.  

I'm a Charter Boomer and 

I'd say every generation 

has its own "isms". CNN 

has been running a series 

based on the "Sixties" and, having come of age 

during that decade, I've tried to watch every 

one I can. 

You see, I can remember going to the theater 

and watching people of color being relegated to 
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the balcony. I didn't know it was racism. I just 

wondered how come THEY got to go up into 

the balcony and I didn't. I saw the sit-ins at the 

lunch counters in the Lexington department 

stores, but it did not occur to me that anyone 

was being denied the same privilege of sitting 

and ordering a burger or a BLT as long as they 

had the money to pay for it. 

Attending the Frankfort Corp of The Salvation 

Army, knowing the black Sunbeams and Girl 

Guards (equivalent to Brownies and Girl Scouts) 

met at a different time than the white 

Sunbeams and Girl Guards, it still did not occur 

to me that there was a difference being made. 

Not until High School did it finally sink in that 

some of my friends could not go into the same 

places that I could, that they HAD to go to the 

balcony in the theater and they HAD to make 

an order to go at the lunch counter, if they 

were served at all. 

God's children, all created equal. 

'nuff said...back to ageism... 

 

That first definition would seem to say 

discrimination is against any age group, such as 

we older folks looking back at the next 

generation and wondering how the world will 

ever survive. 

Could be that next generation looks back at 

their next generation with the same doubts and 

at the same time wonders how the world ever 

survived with US at the wheel. 

The definition has evolved into pertaining more 

to the older generation and the perception of a 

younger generation as to the inabilities of the 

older generation to carry on with the business 

of the world, and yes, even the church. 

This year, I and the Franklin County High School 

Class of 1964, will celebrate our 50th class 

reunion, and oh, the changes that have come 

forth in those 50 years.  Four years earlier, we 

had doubled the enrollment of the school as 

our freshman class was as large as the 

sophomore, junior and senior classes together.  

What we have to pass on to the next 

generation can only be from the values that 

have been instilled within us. Does that mean 

we have to accept the wrongful acts of a past 

generation and continue on as they did? No. 

It means we have to look to God for our 

guidance and that we should encourage each 

following generation to do the same. 

Does that mean we should step down and 

allow the next generation to lead? Sometimes 

it actually does mean that, after we have taken 

the time to instill those values. How many 

people can remember that older Sunday School 

teacher or maybe the Missionaries that came 

into their school to talk, sing and teach about 

Jesus? Or attending VBS at "the other church" 

just the same as the children from "the other 

church" came to your VBS? 

Jesus is Jesus.  The Lord is Lord. 

He is the same to all generations. 

Pass Him on and trust. 

 

Bertha Daniels 

Older Adult Ministries coordinator for the 

Prestonsburg District 

 

Mission Resources  

   
How Is It With Your 

Soul?  That is just 

one thing we were 

challenged to do 

while at Mission u 

this summer.  I hope 

that everyone had a great time and had time to 

stop by the book room while you were there. 

We set the book room up cafe style this year so 

that ladies could come in to a more quiet place 

and read, drink coffee or chat.  I think it was a 

great success!  We sold over $1600 worth of 

books and materials and many picked up free 

resources to take back to their units.  I loved 

sharing with each of you that I spoke with and 

always am exhausted with the amount of 



KY Conference Newslink Aug 2014 6 of 12 

 

 

knowledge and wisdom that I get while at 

Mission u. 

As August rolls in, I am just almost bubbling 

over with excitement over the new books 

coming out!  Don't forget that there are some 

amazing books on this current year’s list.  I 

know that I probably talked some folk’s ears off 

while visiting the book room and I apologize 

but I love to read and to learn.  The Reading 

Program that we have offers us so many 

opportunities:  opportunities to learn about 

others and their fight for freedom and justice. 

 It offers us opportunities to grow spiritually 

and to see that there is so much more that goes 

on beyond our little communities and even our 

country.   I am listing a recommendation from 

each category that I have personally read and 

encourage you to read.   

 

Don't forget that I need your conference 

Reading Plan Forms in by September 30th in 

order to have information compiled and ready 

for our Fall Annual Celebration in October in 

Ashland. 

 

Education for Mission - Awake - this gives short 

stories and ideas of the different 

needs/missions out in the world.  Most of these 

are things that UMW is already involved in 

worldwide.  It would be a great book for 

someone who doesn't realize the need for 

missions globally.   

 

Nurturing for Community - Up - a mother and 

daughter's journey backpacking 48 of the 4,000 

plus foot high mountains near where they live. 

 The girl is only 7! 

 

Social Action - An Invisible Thread - An old 

Chinese (I think) proverb about how we are 

joined to certain people by an invisible thread 

comes to life in the lives of a busy, successful 

New York advertising agent and an 11 year old 

pan handler.  Worth every minute! 

 

Spiritual Growth - Reluctant Pilgrim - a young 

adult woman's way of reconciling the faith she 

learned as a child into what her faith is now as 

a young adult.  She searches different 

denominations and tries to make her faith real 

in her daily walk. 

 

Leadership Development - King Peggy - a book 

of a woman's journey after a 4 AM phone call in 

which she is informed that she has been 

selected as King of her small African village 

 

Have a great month and see you in October 

 

Happy Reading! 

Missy Cunningham 
KY Conference  

Secretary of Program Resources 

missylou1991@twc.com 

 

Report from the Standing Rules 

Committee 

 
For several months, the members of the 

Standing Rules Committee have been studying 

the United Methodist Women, Inc Constitution 

and Bylaws and revising the Standing Rules of 

Kentucky Conference United Methodist 

Women in order to bring our Standing Rules 

into compliance with the national organization.  

All members of United Methodist Women 

really need to be familiar with this document as 

its acceptance will come up for a vote at the 

Annual Celebration in October in Flatwoods.  

You can find a complete copy of the Standing 

Rules as submitted by the committee on the KY 

Conference United Methodist Women website 

http://www.kyumc.org/pages/detail/1267 

Mildred Bellar  

Chairperson 

Standing Rules Committee



KY Conference Newslink Aug 2014 7 of 12 

 

 

A Report from the Committee on 

Nominations 

 
The Kentucky Conference Committee on 

Nominations will submit the following slate of 

officers for 2015 at the Fall Celebration. 

President – Mary Bertram 

Secretary – Betty Taylor 

Communication Coordinator – Lynn Osborne 

Social Action – Jane Dobson 

Mbrshp, Nurture & Outreach – Linda U King 

Chair Comm. on Nominations – Dee Reynolds 

Comm on Nom, Class 0f 2018  

Debbie Rowley and Diane Marshall 

 

On behalf of the committee, I would like to 

thank each person who has accepted a 

nomination.  I look forward to seeing many of 

you at our fall celebration. 

 

Blessing in Christ,  

Joan Vance,  

2014 Chairperson 

270/862-3553 (home) 270/766-7837 (cell) 

jcv57@windstream.net 

 

Meet the proposed 2015 Team 
 

MARY E. BERTRAM 

I was first introduced to the WSCS (Women’s 

Society of Christian Service) when I became a 

Methodist minister’s wife.  The wonderful unit 

of women at the church where my husband 

was serving was an excellent example of how 

Methodist women serve their local church, but 

yet reach out to the world beyond.  Since then, 

I have always played an active role in the local 

units, serving in a variety of offices on the local 

level. 

In 1985, I was elected to a two-year term as 

Vice President of the (then) Campbellsville 

District of the Louisville Conference.  From 

1987 to 1988, I served as District Chairperson 

on the Committee on Nominations and then 

from 1988 to 1992, I served as District 

President. 

I served as Kentucky Conference Coordinator 

for Social Action from 1996 to 1998, and again 

from 2000 to 2002.  From 2002 to 2004, I 

served as Chairperson on the Committee on 

Nominations. 

In 2004, I was elected as an additional member 

to the Southeastern Jurisdiction Core Planning 

Group and served for four years.  During these 

years, I was privileged to lead five Resurrection 

Women retreats throughout the Jurisdiction.  

In 2008, I was elected as President of the 

Kentucky Conference United Methodist 

Women. I served two years in this position and 

was unable to accept the nomination for 

another two-year term due to the health of my 

daughter and husband. Both are now deceased. 

I am a graduate of Bowling Green College of 

Commerce and did additional studies at Lindsey 

Wilson College and Eastern Kentucky 

University.  I am retired from Lindsey Wilson 

College after many years of service to the 

college. 

My immediate family consists of two sons, two 

beautiful daughters-in-law, and four wonderful 

grandchildren.  My hobbies are gardening, 

reading, needle-work, traveling and being an 

active United Methodist Woman. 

 

BETTY L. TAYLOR 

Wife, Mother, Grandmother, Great 

Grandmother.  Betty was born in Eastern KY. 

She attended Whitesburg High in Whitesburg, 

KY and Lees Junior College in Jackson, KY. 

Betty retired from Jessamine County 

Government after 27 years as Planning 

and Zoning Administrator.  Betty has been 

active in United Methodist Women at 

Mt. Lebanon United Methodist Church for 45 

years.  She has served on the District, 

Conference and Regional Mission Teams.  Betty 

is currently active with Family, Farm and Local 

Church in Service to God and Family. 
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DEBBIE ROWLEY is a member of the Marion 

United Methodist Church in Marion KY.  She is 

the mother of two daughters, Amanda and 

Rebecca.  Debbie graduated from Mid-

Continent University in May of 2010 with a 

Bachelor’s of Science Degree in Business 

Management. Debbie is married to Bruce 

Rowley.  Debbie likes to sing, play hand bells, 

arts & crafts.  Debbie is proud to be a UM 

Woman and has attended many local, district 

and conference events including SEJ in Virginia 

and Birmingham, Alabama and Assembly in St. 

Louis and Louisville. 

Debbie has been involved in UM Women for 

many years:  At the local level she has held 

positions of President, Vice-President, 

Education and Interpretation Coordinator and 

Social Action.  At the District level she has held 

positions of Social Action Coordinator, 

Secretary, Vice-President, and Chairperson of 

Nominations as well as on the Nominations 

Committee.  At the Conference level Debbie 

has served as Social Action Coordinator and 

Secretary.  Debbie has been on the School of 

Christian Mission Team and served as Registrar, 

Assistant Dean and Dean of Mission u. 

 
LYNN OSBORNE has served United Methodist 

Women on the local, District and Conference 

levels during the past twenty odd years.  Lynn 

lives in Lexington with her husband, Bob Wells, 

daughter, Thea, and grandson Eli.   

 

JANE DOBSON  

I am from Munfordville Kentucky of the 

Bowling Green District.  I am sixty-one years old 

and a retired social worker having had a 28 year 

career in child protection treatment and 

investigation, adoption and foster care.  My last 

five years were as a supervisor of a child 

protective services treatment team. I have a 

MSSW from University of Louisville.  I have 

served on the Child Sexual Abuse and 

Maltreatment Prevention Board in Frankfort 

and as the District Social Action Mission 

coordinator on two occasions.  My hobbies 

include singing, golf, swimming, and reading.  I 

am married, have two sons, three grandsons, 

and one granddaughter. I look forward to 

working with everyone as the incoming Social 

Action coordinator knowing what a wonderful 

job Sarah Williams has done in the past. 

 

DEE REYNOLDS grew up in a suburb of Illinois 

until she moved with her family to Vermont 

when she was a teenager.  There she finished 

high school, attended the University of VT and 

taught two years before becoming a US-2 

(short term missionary) with the Board of 

Global Ministries.  She spent her first 

commitment year in the Holston Conference 

before coming to Kentucky in 1970.  She and 

Howard married in 1972 and she “retired” and 

became what she calls a “professional 

volunteer”.  While raising their three children 

she participated in the formation of the 

Jessamine County Church Women United (she 

was their first president); introduced a program 

in the Ashland School system teaching children 

how to handle inappropriate touching; helped 

form the Laurel County Habitat for Humanity 

(was one of the first co-chairs).  Within the 

church she sang in choir, taught Sunday School, 

worked with the youth group, served as several 

UMW officers in the local units; led Bible 

studies and did whatever the Lord led her to 

do!  She has been on the Boards of several 

agencies over the years.  She has served on 

three District Mission Teams and previously on 

the conference level as E&I and Treasurer.  She 

and Howard’s three children are all married, 

and have given them seven grandchildren (plus 

one more due in December). 

 

DIANE MARSHALL 

I am a member of Wesley UMC in Lexington, 

KY, where Anthony Evertts is Pastor. I am a 

member of the United Methodist Women, 

Church Women United.  I have held offices in 

both and am active in my community.   

I serve on many boards. Thank you for asking 

me to serve on the Mission Team.



 

 

Kentucky Conference 

United Methodist Women 

2014 Annual Mission Celebration 

Who Am I?Who Am I?Who Am I?Who Am I?    

 

Saturday, October 25, 2014 

Advance United Methodist Church 

1007 Bellefonte Road, Flatwoods KY 41139-1903 

 
Please complete all information on this form. This form may be copied. 

Cost: $10.00 (includes lunch)     Deadline for registration: October 10, 2014. 

 

Make checks payable to: ASHLAND DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

Mail completed registration form and check to:  

FLORETTA RICE, 171 HANNAH LN, SOUTH SHORE KY 41175 (Ph: 606.932.6538) 

 

Name:  ________________________________________________  __________________ 

 

Address:______________________________________________________ ____________ 

 

City:        State:   Zip:      

 

E-mail:          

(confirmation will be sent by e-mail to defray cost.) 

 

District:      Church:       

 

Special Needs or Allergies:            

 

Please check if you are a United Methodist Women Officer: 

Local � District �  Conference � Past Conf. President � 

 

Please check if you are a: 

Pastor �  Dist. Superintendent � Missionary �  Deaconess � Conf. Guest � 

 

There is accessibility for wheel chairs.   The meeting will be in the Sanctuary. Registration: 8:00 am to 9:00 

am (EDT) will be at the back entrance.  Mission Resources will be located across from the Sanctuary. 

 

Children: Childcare will be provided. All children must be pre-registered by the Oct 10 deadline.  

Please list parent’s name and cell number at the bottom of this form. 

Hotel Info:   Best Western, 31 Russell Plaza Drive, Ashland KY 41101.  Ph. 606.326.0357 

Cost $83.00 plus tax - You must ask for UMW rate; reserve your room early. 

 



 

 

We are asking the Districts to bring the following items for the Hillcrest Bruce Mission. 

If you prefer, you may provide $10 Wal-Mart Gift Cards.  Please be sure to attach the receipt for the 

cards in case there is a problem at time of redemption. 

 

ASHLAND:  Diapers Sized 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 

BOWLING GREEN: Pads and tampons 

 

COLUMBIA:  Toothbrushes 

 

CORBIN:  Disposable razors 

 

COVINGTON:  Paper Towels 

 

ELIZABETHTOWN: Toothpaste 

 

FRANKFORT:  Toilet Paper 

 

LEXINGTON:  Shampoo and conditioner 

 

LOUISVILLE:  Deodorant (men’s and women’s) 

 

MADISONVILLE: Shaving cream 

 

OWENSBORO:  Dish Soap  

 

PRESTONSBURG: Bar Soap 



 

 

Meet Hillcrest Bruce Mission in Ashland (www.hillcrestbrucemission.com) 

 

In 1971, Christ United Methodist Church in Ashland 

Kentucky developed a vision for dealing with the almost-

daily requests they were receiving from the poor in 

Ashland. Realizing that the Christian community can 

accomplish much more together than separately, the 

congregation joined forces with several other local 

United Methodist Churches to form Hillcrest-Bruce 

United Methodist Ministries. The name came from two 

large, low-income housing complexes, Hillcrest 

Apartments and Bruce Apartments, which become home 

for many of those in need from all over Eastern 

Kentucky. Banding together, the churches sought to provide not only physical necessities, but also to 

share the love of Jesus Christ. 

 

With assistance from the Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church and the General Board 

of Global Ministries, the ministry found a home in a donated apartment in the Bruce complex. A 

Church and Community Worker (domestic missionary) and a number of volunteers provided Sunday 

School classes and activities for children, teens and women and provided food, clothing and other 

physical needs. As the residents’ needs and awareness of the mission grew, the Board of Directors 

realized the necessity of moving to a larger facility. 

 

In 1984 a new 4,000 square foot facility was completed and the ministry first became known as 

Hillcrest-Bruce Mission. A state-licensed preschool and adult education classes were added to the 

mission’s offerings, as well as the area’s only low-cost dental clinics. In 2005 the mission was able to 

purchase, through grant funds, the house adjacent to the mission property and the preschool was 

moved into that facility, freeing up space for a youth room and adult computer lab. Through the years 

our programs and staff have grown as more needs are identified. In addition to paid staff, over 80 

volunteers contribute their time.  



 

 

OUR PURPOSE 
United Methodist Women shall 

be a community of women 

whose purpose is  

 

to know God and to experience 

freedom as whole persons 

through Jesus Christ;  
 

to develop a creative, supportive 

fellowship;  
 

and to expand concepts of 

mission through participation in 

the global ministries of the 

church. 

  

 

 

 
 

United Methodist Women 
Kentucky Conference NEWSLINK 

512 Pyke Road 

Lexington KY 40504 

Send comments regarding this publication by E-mail to: 

Lynn Osborne, Editor – lynn.d.osborne@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.kyumc.org/UMWomen   
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January 16 2014  Children’s Advocacy Day – Frankfort KY  

 

April 25-27, 2014 United Methodist Women Assembly   
  Louisville Convention Center  

July 17-20, 2014 Mission u   
  Lindsey Wilson College  

October 25, 2014 Conference Annual Mission Celebration  
  Advance UMC, Flatwoods KY  

 


