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Jesus retreated to  
out-of-the-way  
places for prayer.
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I am so appreciative to be the recipient of a 
Renewal Leave. Thank you for the speedy action 
taken upon the request, for the financial support, 
and most importantly, your prayers. The leave 
has been an emotional and professional reprieve, 
preparing my family and me for the next phase of 
effective ministry.

While on leave, my family and I have attended 
worship services in various locations, including 
Columbia United, Bethel (Meade County), College 
Heights UMC, Antioch UMC, Russell Springs UMC 
and Greensburg United Methodist.

The financial support was used for the purchase of 
books such as Let Your Life Speak by Parker Palmer, 
In The Name of Jesus: Reflections on Christian 
Leadership by Henri Nouwen and travel to retreats 
ad workshops, including Courage to Lead: Circle of 
Trust at Camp Loucon, and Lessons in Leadership at 
Kavanaugh Life Enrichment Center. 

I was also able to spend a great deal of time with 
my family, including many days spent with my sons 
and grandchildren turkey hunting and fishing.

Thank you for the good work,
Reverend Garry E. and Helen Jones
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