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who are available  
as we encounter the 
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Recently, I met a young pastor named Jason, who 
pastors in another denomination.  We began 
to have a conversation about the differences in 
our polity, and I told him about the Residence In 
Ministry program.  I explained how we develop 
meaningful relationships with new pastors and 
mentors.  I told him about the ways that we retreat 
and learn together, and the ways that we grow 
as pastors and leaders.  I told him that we have a 
group of people to share with and mentors who are 
available as we encounter the new challenges and 
joys of ministry.  As I explained the process, Jason 
looked at me and said “I wish I would have had 
something like that.  I graduated from seminary 
and they dropped me off...I don’t know anyone,  
I have no one to turn to when things get bad and 
no one who can help me grow into the  
life of ministry.  That would have been of great 
value to me.”  As Jason said that, I knew again  
how much the Residency process had meant  
to me, and I was thankful for God’s work and 
for the good friends I’ve made in Residency who 
challenge me and encourage me in ministry.

—Matthew Johnson
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