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Kentucky Conference                                          

NEWSLINK            
A Publication of the Kentucky Conference United Methodist Women December 2010 

 

Dear Sisters, 
Ecclesiastes 3:1, “There’s an opportune time to do things, a right time for everything on earth.”  As this is 
the last time I will be sharing with you as your outgoing conference president, I find it difficult to say what is 
in my heart. These past two years have gone by swiftly. I have made such beautiful friendships and I find 
myself rejoicing for what we have shared. Through our times of sharing as a conference mission team, I have 
heard so many wonderful reports of what you are doing to share God’s love. Over and over I have shared in 
the joy of how you have compiled hundreds of health kits to send around the world.  I’ve heard how you are 
reaching out to women, children and youth, not only throughout the world, but right here at home through 
school programs and prison ministries. At our Annual Mission Celebration, we were privileged to hear 
stories of mission throughout Kentucky and we were able to share with them through our offering and our 
gifts of school and art supplies. This is just a tiny portion of what United Methodist Women in Kentucky are 
doing. 
 
I have heard so many times the statement, “Our unit is so small. We just can’t do a lot for missions.” Have 
you ever heard the song, “Little is much if God is in it?” Actually, the majority of units in our Kentucky 
Conference are small in membership, but BIG in loving each other and having BIG hearts for mission. I 
know many of you need to keep the same officers year after year, but that’s 
alright. The main objective is to keep the faith, hope for a better tomorrow 
and share God’s love throughout the world. Don’t give up!  Every little bit 
helps.  And, when we combine our “little bits” they have a way of 
multiplying along the way. If Jesus could multiply the loaves and fishes to 
feed a multitude, He can take our pennies and prayers and feed a multitude 
in Haiti and Sudan. The children here at home can learn more easily when 
our gifts have provided them with school supplies and food for their 
tummies. So, dear sisters, don’t give up. Remember, it is always an 
opportune time to be in mission.  
 
So, now is the opportune time for me to say farewell as your conference 
president. As I complete this phase of my work in United Methodist 
Women, God will use me in other ways. I will leave you in good hands. 
Your new president, Vicki Easley, is a wonderful, Christian lady with God’s 
gift of leadership. Honor her with your prayers and support and continue to 
follow our motto of Faith, Hope and Love in Action. Thank you for the love 
you have shown me.  
 

Love and blessings,  

`tÜç UxÜàÜtÅ`tÜç UxÜàÜtÅ`tÜç UxÜàÜtÅ`tÜç UxÜàÜtÅ , Kentucky Conference United Methodist Women President 
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Mission Celebration  
 

I have had the pleasant duty of going through the 
evaluations of the October Mission Celebration at 
Christ Church. Most of the comments have been 
good, and that is heartening for UMW work in the 
Kentucky Conference. You said that you loved the 
music, the spacing of the program, the children 
who performed for us, but mostly you loved the 
mission speakers of the day. Weren’t we blessed 
by hearing about mission work around Louisville, 
the state and the world? That must be what you 
want to hear about; hence the glowing comments 
about the speakers of the day. 
 
I saw women from all parts of the commonwealth 
laughing, fellowshipping, and eating together. We 
celebrated communion together to the wonderful 
music of our song-leader, Betty Bowles. Rev. 
Rebeccah Heid led us in a communion service to 
feed our souls and revitalize us for the mission 
work ahead. We bought crafts from Henderson 
Settlement and all the way from Thailand! Did 
you see all the “Stuff” brought to Christ Church 
for the Lighthouse and Portland Promise Center? 
Our offering was $2,200 to be split between 
Henderson Settlement and Wesley House. Just all-
in-all a wonderful day with God at work in many 
lives. 
 
We can take these evaluations from all the 
attendees to craft next year’s meeting. The mission 
team is your mission team, and we are always 
want to hear your ideas for these mission 
celebrations. Next year it’s the Madisonville 
District’s turn to host us, and right now I ask that 
you all tell everyone how great the Louisville 
meeting was, and that they need to plan now to be 
in Madisonville when we “Share God’s Story”. If 
anyone asks you to serve on the mission team, 
please give it some thought and consideration. 
You will be blessed by the experience.  
 

Pat Workins, Conference Vice-President  

  

Secretary Notes 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

It is again that time when the leaves are changing 
and the year is beginning to draw to a close.  And 
the various Secretaries are asking you to get all of 
your reports and officer rosters in to them.  I am 
asking the District Secretaries to get their 
information to me by December 1st.   I hope to 
have the Directories ready to go to the printer by 
the end of the year.  I am pleased to say that I have 
already received the directory information from a 
few districts.  Please get your reports and directory 
information in as soon as possible. 
  
I will soon be finishing my term as your Secretary.  
I will be turning the office over to the very capable 
hands of our New Secretary, Debbie Wicker.  I 
have enjoyed my time in office, even the hectic 
times of preparing the directory for publication.  I 
have met and made many new friends during my 
time as Program Resource Secretary and 
Secretary, both here in Kentucky and across the 
Southeastern Jurisdiction.       
 
However, I am not leaving the Mission Team.  I 
have been elected to and accepted the position as 
your President.  I personally do not feel worthy or 
capable to be president, but some persons I admire 
and respect, keep telling me that I can do the job.  
I have to say that I prayed about this decision for 
quite a while.  I felt the strong leading of God, that 
He was opening this door for me.  I don’t know 
why or if I’ll ever know why, but I trust God to 
lead me.  And I trust that you will pray for me as I 
go where God is leading me and us and the United 
Methodist Women of Kentucky. 
 

Vicki Easley, Conference Secretary 

 

Standing Rules 
 

All United Methodist Women Officers use your 
Handbook 2009-2012 as your Guide. Please take 
time to read and study the sections particular to 
your office and the others as you have time. Pass 
that information on to your counterparts. Never 
assume that everyone remembers all that they 
should. Remind them regularly.  
 

Betty Overstreet, Conference Standing Rules  
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Children’s Advocacy Day Feb. 17
th

, 2011 
 
Hello all, this will be my last article as Social 
Action Coordinator and I want to thank everyone 
for their help and support over the past 4 years.  
Please continue your Mission work always.  There 
is a very important upcoming event that I wish 
you would all start preparing for now.  The 
Children’s Advocacy Day on Feb. 17th, 2010.  The 
rally will begin at 10:00 am in the rotunda.  Visit 
legislators, attend a committee meeting and/or sit 
in on the afternoon session.  Call, write or 
schedule a meeting with your legislators NOW!  
Anyone wishing to talk with a legislator MUST 
make an appointment.  Legislators are busy people 
and have committee meetings or need to study 
bills, so make that appointment.  
 
This year there is not much money in the budget 
and legislators told us to prepare an agenda of 
items which need action form them but do not 
require much money to implement.  Here are a 
few of the highlights.  (This is directly from the 
Agenda.) 
 
The Blueprint for Kentucky’s Children is a unified 
policy agenda promoted by children’s advocates 
across the Commonwealth which aims to improve 
child well-being in Kentucky. In education, health, 
safety, juvenile justice, and economic well-being, 
rankings on child well-being consistently place the 
Commonwealth among the bottom ten in the 
nation.  
  
Fair Deal for Working Parents – Curb predatory 
lending practices to protect long-term stability for 
families. 
Safe and Healthy Families – Reduce child abuse 
and neglect and increase childhood wellness. 
Fair Opportunity for Every Child – Increase high 
school graduation rates, use options other than 
secure detention for youth, and increase school 
readiness. 
 
Another way to be involved is to become a 
Blueprint Partner, everyone is welcome to 
participate.  You can sign up on the web site 
http://www.kyyouth.org/Advocacy/cad.htm or call 
me if you need an application. 

 
 
St. Paul United Methodist Church, 1800 Louisville 
Road (US 60), Frankfort, KY has invited everyone 
to St. Paul's at 9:00 a.m. for the Children’s 
Advocacy Day. You can park and ride, they will 
provide transportation to the capitol and back to 
the church. 
 
God Bless you all,   

Debbie Wicker,  
Social Action Coordinator (2007-2010) 
 
 
 
 

Spiritual Growth NEWSFLASH!!!!  

• WHO: ALL United Methodist Women 
• WHAT: KY Conference Spiritual Growth 

Retreat: "The Letters of John" led by ladies 
from Red Bird Missionary Conference 

• WHY: We all need spiritual renewal and 
fellowship 

• WHEN: April 15-16, 2011 
• WHERE: Kavanaugh Retreat Center 

Betsy Douglas, Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

 
 
 

 
14

th
 Annual Mission Celebration  

program book corrections 

 

Page 14 – Reading program participants 
Ashland - Plan 1-22, Plan 2 -2 
Bowling Green – 72 readers 
Corbin – Plan 1-15 
Elizabethtown – Plan 1-47, Plan 2-5, Plan 3-2,  
Plan 4-2 
 
Page 15 - Platinum Unit Centenary UMC 
Shelbyville, Frankfort District was omitted from 
Mission Today Units list  
 
Page 22 - Virginia Collins, Immanuel UMC, was 
omitted from Covington District memorial list  
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ABC Quilts of Kentucky 

Thanks to everyone who donated quilts and 

blankets to ABC Quilts of Kentucky. Kentucky 

Conference United Methodist Women continues 

to support ABC Quilts of Kentucky. Your quilts 

can be brought to the Annual Mission Celebration 

in October. There the quilts will be on the alter 

displayed, blessed, and delivered to Virginia and 

Ken Burchett for distribution throughout 

Kentucky. Below are the guidelines for making 

ABC crib quilts.  

 Guidelines for Making ABC Crib Quilts: 

Design - Use your favorite patchwork, appliqué, 

or pre quilted panels. DO NOT use paints, buttons, 

beads, or other decorations on quilts. 

Fabric - Use all new fabric. Use 100% cotton or 

50/50 cotton/polyester blend.  

Size - Approximately 36"x36" up to 40"x44". 

Larger sizes are difficult to place where they will 

be used. 

Batting - Bonded polyester or bonded cotton. 

(light or medium weight) 

Construction - Quilt by hand or machine or tie. 

Tied quilts should be tied with embroidery floss or 

crochet cotton, making double square knots every 

4 inches. DO NOT use yarn, It comes untied. 

Leave about 1" tie thread after knotting. Top stitch 

around quilt about 1" from edge. 

 

 

Note - The important thing to remember is that the 

quilts are for babies and small children. They will 

be washed frequently. Are they baby safe? Are 

there pins and needles left in quilts? Are there 

loose threads? All quilts, crochet, fleece blankets 

will be used and delivered across Kentucky. Now 

is the time to start that baby quilt project for next 

year! 

Again thank you for your support 

 

 

Picture of quilts on the alter at our Mission 

Celebration at Centenary in Lexington 

 

Now is the time to start that ABC quilt for next 

October’s Mission Celebration at Madisonville 

First. Someone from your district will be attending 

and would be glad to bring your quilts. 
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World Day of Prayer 2011 

 

Women, men and children in more than 170 
countries and regions will celebrate World Day of 
Prayer, Friday, March 4, 2011. The women of 
Chile have written the service around the theme 
How many loaves have you? They ask us to enter 
a process that draws us into the Bible, into the 
context of Chile and into the real situations of our 
lives and communities. Together, we are asked to 
respond to what we have and how we can share it 
with others. In this past year, Chile has been 
challenged by a devastating earthquake and the 
collapse of a mine in which many miners were 
trapped. Again we are reminded to share our bread 
and to receive the bread that is shared with us. On 
March 4, 2011, let us reach out our hands and 
hearts to touch the lives of sisters and brothers in 
Chile and around the world. 
 
Invite your friends, family and communities of 
faith to join the women of Chile in prayer and 
song to support women’s ecumenical ministries 
toward justice, peace, healing and wholeness. The 
annual offering will support the work of World 
Day of Prayer USA and help meet the needs of 
families who are victims of many forms of 
poverty, violence and human trafficking. 
For material or more information, go to 
www.wdpusa.org or contact the national office of 
the World Day of Prayer USA Committee.  
World Day of Prayer USA 

475 Riverside Dr., Rm. 
1316 
New York, NY 10115 
866.937.8730 
212.870.2466 
ecalvin@wdpusa.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 
World Day of Prayer (WDP) is a worldwide 
ecumenical movement of Christian women of 
many traditions who come together to observe a 
common day of prayer each year on the first 
Friday in March. Services begin at sunrise in the 
Pacific and follow the sun across the globe on the 
day of celebration. Each year a different country 
serves as the writer of the World Day of Prayer 
worship service. World Day of Prayer was 
founded on the idea that prayer and action are 
inseparable in the service of God’s kingdom.  
 
 

 

 

 

A Word of Thanks 
 
“But we will devote ourselves to prayer and ministry of 
the word” Acts 6:4 
 
Please accept my sincere, deep appreciation regarding 
my cancer. On July 29th I was diagnosed with cervical 
cancer. On August 19th I had surgery at UK Markey 
Cancer Center. The surgeon was very pleased with the 
results. He only found state 1 cancer in the uterus area. 
I am now taking Chemotherapy treatments once every 
3 weeks with no side effects! 
 
I thank you for your prayers, cards, visits, and gifts 
regarding my surgery for cancer. Many of the cards 
have multiple messages. You are all precious to me. 
Please continue to pray for a complete healing. God is 
still in the miracle business of healing! 
 
In His Service, 

Sharon R. EvansSharon R. EvansSharon R. EvansSharon R. Evans    
Conference Historian 
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Slate of Officers for 2011-2012 
 

The following ladies have been elected to serve God 
and our Kentucky Conference United Methodist 
Women in a position on the Conference Team 2011-
2012. Note: Sarah Williams address was listed 
incorrectly in the 14th Annual Mission Celebration 
program book. Her e-mail and phone number are 
correct. 
 
 Vicki Easley President 

 Pat Workins Vice President 

 Debbie Wicker Secretary 

 Vale Rhea Durham  Treasurer 

 Linda Sanford Communication 
Coordinator 

 Sherry Mattingly Secretary Program 
Resources 

Mission Coordinators 

 Nancy Wetzel Education and  
  Interpretation (E&I) 
 Sarah Williams Social Action 

 Betsy Douglas Spiritual Growth 

 Barbara Dugger Membership Nurture  
  And Outreach (MNO) 
Committee on Nomination 

 Betty Taylor Chairperson  
  Class of 2013 

 Pat Kees Class of 2014 

 Betty Rush Class of 2014 

 Betty Dodson Class of 2013 

 Peg Coots Class of 2012 

 Mignelis Figueroa Class of 2011 

 Betty Long  Class of 2011 

 

 

 

 

Give the Gift of Love 

A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial 2011 

The 2011 theme is, "Give the Gift of Love." The 
Call to Prayer and Self-Denial offering in 2011 
will support the Retirement Benefits Fund. This 
fund provides pensions and health care for retired 
United Methodist Women deaconesses and 
missionaries. 

 

The following resources will help you plan A Call 
to Prayer and Self - Denial worship service and 
are available from the Mission Resource Center: 

The prayer card, which offers a prayer in 
English, Korean and Spanish that may be 
used during a worship service or at home  

The offering envelope to collect the offering 
for the Retirement Benefits Fund  

The poster to promote A Call to Prayer and 
Self-Denial 2011  

The order form, which provides details about 
special shipping and handling costs, and 
allows for easy ordering  

For more info go 
towww.missionresourcecenter.org  

The 2011 Quiet Day Service can be found in the 
2011 United Methodist Women Program Book. If 
you have any questions or suggestions, please 
write to the address below or contact me at 
musherke@gbgm-umc.org. 

Blessings, 

Marva Usher-Kerr 
Executive for Membership/Mission Opportunities 
475 Riverside Drive, Room 1501 
New York, NY 10115 
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MISSION TODAY 

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

United Methodist Women  

Make a Difference! Become a Mission Today Unit! 

2010 Criteria for the Kentucky Conference 
Purpose: 

• Energize United Methodist Women to be more involved in mission through prayer, study and action; 

• Expand concepts of mission, including social justice as mission; 

• Celebrate the unique ways United Methodist Women DO mission in their communities and beyond; 

• Increase contacts between units and mission personnel and mission projects so that United Methodist Women understand where their money 
goes to be personally connected and invested in mission; and 

• Encourage use of mission resources through United Methodist Women. 
 
Recognizing that every viable unit of United Methodist Women is engaged in mission today, the Kentucky Conference encourages every unit to become a 
Mission Today Unit.  By sharing yearly activities, each unit will encourage other units to experience and share the joys that being a Mission Today Unit 
will bring. Accomplishments and participation will be recognized each year at the Conference and District Annual Meetings. While there are many ways 
to do mission, we encourage inclusion of the following ideas and suggestions.* Starred items are those we feel will be essential to the Mission Today 
Purpose. 
 
 *1. The Unit will make and meet their Pledge to Mission. This criteria must be completed for all levels of recognition. 
 *2. The Unit will use the Prayer Calendar at each general meeting to pray for persons in mission and for our mission work with women, children and 
youth. They will correspond with five (5) missionaries listed in the Prayer Calendar at least twice a year. (Order from the Mission Resource Center, 2010 
-Item #M5061-2010 for $11 2011- Item #: M3076-2011-01 .  Order on-line at: www.missionresourcecenter.org) 
 *3. The Unit will add at least two (2) new members to their roll. Units with fewer than 20 members qualify by adding one (1) new member. 
 *4. At least one (1) member per Unit will subscribe to the Response magazine. They will include a Response Moment at each general meeting as a way to 
tell the mission story. New World Outlook magazine provides another good way to tell the mission story. (Order both from Magazines with a Mission, 
P.O. Box 395, Congers, NY 10920-9817, 1-877-881-2385. Response 1 year $24 http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/response/subscribe/  and New World 
Outlook 1 year$ 24.00  online $10.00 http://gbgm-umc.org/nwo/   
 *5. Each Unit will use at least two (2) programs from the Program Book for United Methodist Women. (Order from the Mission Resource Center 2010 - 
M3069-2010 for $7 2011- Item #: M3077-2011-01. Order on-line at www.missionresourcecenter.org )  
 *6. A Mini Mission Study will be conducted in each District following School of Christian Mission. At least one (1) member of each Unit will attend a 
Conference or District Study or the Unit will conduct one study with a minimum of four (4) hours. Contact your District for areas of study also info 
available in reading program catalog Item #: M5089-2011-01  
 *7. The Unit will implement the Charter for Racial Justice Policies in at least two (2) ways during the year. (See pages 78-79 in your 2010 Directory.) 
   8. The Unit will have at least two (2) members attend the Conference or District Spiritual Growth Retreat or the District Spring Day Apart. For Units 
with fewer than 20 members one (1) member must attend. 
  9. Two (2) persons other than a Conference or District officer from that Unit will attend the District or Conference Annual Meeting. Units with fewer 
than 20 will have one (1) in attendance. 
 10. The Unit will have one (1) member join the United Methodist Women's Action Network to receive and respond to legislative information. (To join, 
contact Women's Division Washington Office, 100 Maryland Ave. NE, Box 56, Washington DC 20002. or http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/act/network/ ) 
 11. The Unit will participate in the Campaign for Children in at least two (2) ways. (see: Handbook page 20.) 
 12. The Unit will be a Five Star Unit, contributing to all five (5) channels of Mission Giving. (These are Pledge to Mission, Special Mission Recognition, 
Gift to Mission, Gift in Memory and World Thank Offering.) 
 13. Units will have at least two (2) member’s complete one of the Reading Program plans and report on one of the books read. (Reading Program 
Catalog 2011 Item #:M5089-2011-01 )  
14. The Unit will have one program provided by a District or Conference officer who does not belong to that Unit. (Ex. Officer Update.) 
 15. The Unit will pledge to care for God's creation and become a "Green" Unit as directed by Women's Division. (Get information  
www.umwonline.org/environment  or contact Women's Division Office of Community Action or at http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/work/social-
action/environment/be-a-green-unit-take-the-pledge.) 
 16. The Unit will have at least one program during the year from the Social Principles of the United Methodist Church ( www.missionresourcecenter.org  
Item #: M3067-2009-01 $2.95. ) 
*17. The Unit will participate in at least one of the Women's Division approved mission projects.  
 18. The Unit will have at least one (1) member participate in a personal Mission Encounter at a United Methodist Mission site or as arranged by the 
Conference. Assembly will count as an encounter. 
 19. The Unit will participate in one local mission project.  
 20. The Unit will contribute beyond Five Star giving by participating in either A Penny and a Prayer or Candle-Burning. (See 
http://www.kyumc.org/pages/detail/1189  also #12.) 
 21. The Unit will remit completed criteria report form to the District by August 15.  
 
A Mission Today Unit must complete #1 plus one (*) starred item from each of the following categories plus any four other numbered items. 
 
 Open Hearts - *2, 8, 12, *17, 19, 20 
 Open Minds - *4, *5, 9, 10, 13, 16, 21 
 Open Doors - *3, *6, *7, 11, 14, 15, 18 
 
10,000 Doors ~ Special recognition for those Units completing at least four of the criteria in each designation, including at least one starred item in each 
category.  
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United Methodist Women 
Kentucky Conference NEWSLINK 

KY Annual Conference 
7400 Floydsburg Road 
Crestwood, KY 40014 
Send comments regarding this publication to: 
Linda Sanford, Editor E-mail: LindaASanford@bellsouth.net 
Website: http://www.kyumc.org/UMWomen   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2011 Calendar of Events 

 

January – March  Call to Prayer and Self Denial 

February 17, 2011 Children's Advocacy Day at the Capitol 

March 4, 2011 World Day of Prayer 

March 5, 2011 School of Christian Mission Team Meeting, Lindsey Wilson College 

March 12, 2011 Conference Mission Team Meeting, Madisonville, KY 

April 15-16, 2001 KY Conference Spiritual Growth Retreat, “The Letter’s of John” 

 Kavanaugh Retreat Center, Crestwood, KY  

June 25-28, 2011 South Atlantic Regional School, Ferrum College, Virginia 

July 14-17, 2011 KY/Redbird Conferences School of Christian Mission,  

 Lindsey Wilson College, Columbia, KY 

July 16, 2011 District Officers Training, Lindsey Wilson College 

October 21, 2011 Conference Mission Team Meeting, Madisonville, KY 

October 22, 2011 Annual Conference Mission Celebration,  

 Madisonville First UMC, Madisonville, KY  

June 1-2, 2012 Southeastern Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meeting,  

 Sheraton Birmingham Hotel, Birmingham, AL 

  

OUR PURPOSE 
The organized unit 
of United Methodist 
Women shall be a 
community of 
women whose 
purpose is to know 
God and to 
experience freedom 
as whole persons 
through Jesus 
Christ; to develop a 
creative, supportive 
fellowship; and to 
expand concepts of 
mission through 
participation in the 
global ministries of 
the church 


