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Church Plant Celebrates 10th Anniversary 
By David Calhoun, Pastor, Hope Springs UMC 
 

At the 2000 session of the Kentucky Annual Conference in Bowling Green, Bishop 
Robert Morgan appointed David Calhoun to “New Church Lexington.” The new 

church would eventually find a name and an exciting future as Hope Springs 
Community Church was born. During the first nine months in Lexington, this 
“parachute drop” of a church plant grew from 5 (the Calhoun family) to 9 (the first 

meeting of interested “missionaries” in the Calhoun living room in July 2000) to 23 
(two Alpha small groups in the fall of 2000) to 45 (the Launch Team formed in 

January 2001) to the first public worship service and beyond. The following article, 
written by Pastor David Calhoun, recently appeared in Hope Springs’ weekly e-
newsletter – “Hope Notes” – and details the growth from that first worship service 

to now. You can see more about the ministry of Hope Springs Church at 
www.hopespringschurch.com. 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO US! Today, March 25, is the official anniversary of Hope 
Springs Church public launch. It was Sunday, March 25, 2001, when we held the 

very first public worship celebration in the auditorium at Paul Laurence Dunbar High 
School. After several mass mailings, phone calls, emails (there was no such thing 

as “texting” way back then or we would have done that, too!), and personal 
invitations 268 persons showed up the first Sunday. We had set a goal of 250, so 
we were thrilled to go 18 over! About half of them returned for week two, and by 

the end of that first calendar year an average of 121 persons regularly attended 
weekly worship. 

 
Now, you may be thinking that I’m making too big a deal about numbers (and we 
normally don’t), but, let’s face it, numbers do count. In fact, “Numbers” are so 

important that God even named a book of the bible after them. Of course, the real 
reason numbers count is because each number represents a person Jesus came to 

save. So, we count people because people count. And, while we don’t keep a 
scoreboard in the building, each year I have to turn in annual reports to the 

Kentucky Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, and those of you that 
know me well can only imagine how much I enjoy that! Anyway, since I turn in the 
reports every year and since we are now ten years old, I was wondering what the 

cumulative figures look like in a few key areas and what they might tell us about 
our journey as a faith community. Here are a few highlights: 

 
• WORSHIP ATTENDANCE. From the first year weekly average of 121 we 

have steadily grown in attendance – 152 in ‘03, 260 in ’05, 317 in ’07 –to a 

2010 average weekly attendance of 397. 
• MEMBERSHIP. The number of persons committing to the membership 

covenant has closely followed the worship attendance numbers. We 



chartered as an official United Methodist Church in 2003 with 107 adult 
members with an average attendance that same year of 152. In 2010 we 

reported 376 adult members with an average weekly attendance of 397. 
• BAPTISMS & PROFESSIONS OF FAITH. These are the numbers that excite 

me the most, and amazingly after ten years they, too, closely parallel the 
worship and membership numbers. Since that first worship celebration in 
2001 we have baptized 377 persons and seen 369 adults and youth profess 

their faith in Jesus for the first time! 112 of the baptisms happened in 2010 
when for the first time we met the only real numerical goal we have ever set, 

and that is to baptize 100 persons each year. Let’s pray we reach that goal 
again in 2011 and beyond. 

• OTHER NUMBERS THAT COUNT. Over the past ten years we have planted 

three very distinct missional communities with three distinct worship 
expressions – Celebrate Recovery on Friday nights, Hope Springs Sunday 

Morning, and Fuente de Avivamiento (Sunday nights). We are truly living into 
our identity as a people of “One Lord, One Church, Many Expressions.” We 
have also served as a training ground of sorts for other church planters who 

have spent a few years with us at Hope Springs while completing seminary 
only to return to other areas (Illinois, Texas, South Dakota and Ohio) to plant 

churches. We have sent out ten short-term mission teams to the Dominican 
Republic, the Czech Republic, and Memphis as well as two full time 

missionaries to Thailand (Chris & Dora Barbee with the Mission Society). Our 
“Hope for the Homeless” ministry has served countless meals at the 
McDonald’s Bible Study (yes, that McDonald’s!) and washed literally 

thousands of loads of laundry through our Wednesday night Laundry 
Ministry! (We even served Holy Communion at McDonald’s on Thursday of 

Holy Week in 2009 giving a brand new meaning to the phrase “happy 
meal!”). In 2009 we opened Redemption House, a transitional living house 
for women in recovery and have the privilege of walking with ladies who are 

getting their lives back after years of addiction.  After ten years we are 
rejoicing to see our vision –“to be a safe place for the hurting and broken to 

find healing and hope”-become a reality. 
 
The numbers obviously change from year to year depending on who stays and who 

goes, who moves in and who moves out, but it strikes me as interesting that the 
four numbers most often used to measure a congregation’s vitality almost mirror 

one another. We’ve never really had a goal as to the size church we will be. I’ve 
always believed that God is the One in charge of growth and size (see 1 Corinthians 
3:6-7), and that if the body of Christ, the church, will focus instead on being 

healthy then growth will take care of itself. The number that is most important to 
me is the number, one - as in only one way to the Father through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, and the one sheep that wandered away from the 99 and how the shepherd 
conducted an all-out search to find the one. So, numbers do matter, and as long as 
there is one person beyond the walls of our warehouse that needs the love of Jesus 

we will continue to reach out and count them when they come home. 
 



Finally, watch in the coming weeks for details forHOPE SPRINGS 
10THANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION scheduled forMAY 21-22. Ok, so we’re a few 

weeks late celebrating our birthday, but, hey, who’s counting?! 
 

HOPE HAPPENS! 
Pastor David 
 

Berea UMC Helps Change the World 
By Skip Little, Disaster Relief & Outreach Coordinator, Berea UMC 

 
Over 1,600 churches participated around the world in community outreach projects 
May 14-15. Berea UMC (Lexington District) coordinated two days of community 

outreach projects.  
 

Fifty-two volunteers complete projects at 10 different locations.  Sixteen of our 
participants were under 18 years old. Our great support team provided meals and 
assisted with registration.  

 
Projects included rebuilding a fence, clearing a fence row, fixing and cleaning 

gutters, cutting and stacking firewood, stripping old paint, sanding and painting, 
trimming hedges, repairing a chain link fence, working on flowerbeds, and assisting 

with construction at the newest Madison County Habitat for Humanity house.   
 
On Wednesday, May 11, team members completed 20 Flood Cleaning Kits and 

delivered them Lexington First UMC to be shipped to western Kentucky. Check out 
the Berea UMC Facebook page to see photos from the event.   

 
Members of Bowling Green Church Worship with Red Bird Partner 
Congregation 

By Mike Holian, Christ UMC (Bowling Green)  
 

On April 2, 2011 fifteen members from Christ UMC in Bowling Green traveled to 
Queendale Center at the Red Bird Missionary Conference. The purpose of the trip 
was to share in worship on Sunday with the members of Lower Beech Fork UMC, 

our partner church. Upon arrival at Queendale we were met by Craig Dial. Craig 
gave the group a mini-dulcimer concert, which the group enjoyed since six of the 

group are members of Christ UMC dulcimer ministry. Following a time of witness by 
Craig, he gave the group a tour of the craft shop where we were able to purchase 
locally make craft items. Craig then showed us to our lodging for the night. While 

the strummers practiced for Sunday’s service, the rest of the group visited the 
Opportunity Store and toured the Red Bird campus. Craig’s niece joined the 

strummer group practice which enabled her to work on part of her doctorial thesis 
at the University of Illinois. Following the practice the group shared a potluck meal. 
 

On Sunday morning we traveled from Queendale to Lower Beech UMC, a 25 minute 
trip over winding roads where the scenery was breathtaking. A 20-foot-wide 

gurgling stream ran along behind the church. We were the first to arrive and the 
members soon followed. While the strummers set up in the sanctuary upstairs, the 



17 members of Lower Beech Fork set up a breakfast in the fellowship hall 
downstairs. We were treated to a wonderful breakfast of eggs, sausage, biscuits 

and gravy, fruit and pastries. We enjoyed an hour of food and fellowship. One of 
the high school girls attends the Red Bird Missionary School, and another young 

man plans to study chemistry at Morehead State University next fall. Another 
gentleman was there with his 93-year-old mother, and he had traveled from 
Knoxville, Tennessee to worship with us.  

 
Pastor Steve Springer and his wife, Dianne, have been in mission at Red Bird since 

October 1992. Pastor Springer opened our worship with prayer and lighting of the 
Spirit Candle. The dulcimer group shared six selections with the congregation. They 
were very receptive and enjoyed the harmonica playing and special solo of “Poor 

Wayfaring Stranger.” We had several sing-along hymns, and God’s spirit was 
certainly felt by all of us. Pastor Michael Holian shared the sermon, and at the close 

of the service Pam Grout, Chairperson of Missions, presented Pastor Steve a check 
from our church which we raised last summer at our annual ice cream social. 
 

When it was time to leave, one of the ladies gave us a bag of blueberry muffins for 
the road. She said she hoped we would return because she would never be able to 

come as far as Bowling Green. We invited her to come to our Ice Cream Social. She 
declined due to distance, but it had given her the idea for their church to have an 

ice cream social with games for the local children. This is a mission-minded church; 
in fact last summer they took a mission trip to inner city Louisville. 
 

Before leaving our group had a circle prayer with our partner church, and we gave 
thanks for the new friends we had made. Everyone in our group had a great 

experience, and we are eagerly awaiting a return trip. We found the people to be 
welcoming and loving. They love their God, their families, church and community. 
We feel we have taken the first step in establishing a continuing partnership with 

our brothers and sisters in the Red Bird Conference.  
 

A New Home for Corona de Vida 
By Jay Smith, Madisonville District Superintendent 
 

“The Power of Place” 
 

The word is "place," not "space," not "race," not "chase," all good words in their 
own right, but I'm talking about "place." "Place." I'm talking about the lunch room 
cafeteria in school and you come through the line looking for someone, anyone who 

will make eye contact with you, who will smile and perhaps scoot over, gesture to 
you and say, "Hey, sit here with us. Here's a place for you." I'm talking about 

"place." I'm talking about a young, single mother of three children with tears in her 
eyes who never thought home ownership would ever be possible for her, standing 
outside a new house, a ribbon being cut and a representative of Habitat for 

Humanity handing her the keys and saying, "Congratulations, this is now your 
place!" I'm talking about "place." I'm talking about a dream that my wife, Marian, 

and I have on a regular basis. We have gratefully lived in homes provided to us by 
generous people in generous churches for over 25 years, but I tell you the truth, 



we cannot wait for the day when we will finally have our own place! Our own place 
for me to track mud into. Our own place for me to let the grass get too high before 

I finally mow it. Our own place for me to forget about the bread and burn it in our 
own oven! I'm talking about "place!" 

 
It's a beautiful word, a powerful word. Jesus knew this. He knew that on the 
occasion of his last supper with his closest friends, he needed to give them a word 

of hope, a word of promise, a word that could and would sustain them during his 
physical absence from them. He knew the perfect word, remember? "In my Father's 

house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that 
I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also" 

(John 14:2-3). Jesus knew the perfect word for them and us! The word is "place." 
 

I am so happy to share with you that on Thursday, April 28th, the leadership of this 
district took what many might consider to be bold and courageous action and 
purchased two pieces of property on Main Street in Hopkinsville that will serve as a 

new district mission center and as a new home for Corona de Vida, our District 
Hispanic Mission Congregation. For the first time since its birth over 7 years ago, 

Corona de Vida will have her own PLACE! As many of you know, the original goal 
when Corona de Vida began through the generous efforts of the St. John church 

family was for her to one day have a place of her own, and by God's grace, that day 
has come! The St. John church family has graciously provided space for Corona de 
Vida for more than double their original commitment to do so. As a district, we owe 

them a great debt of gratitude, but as you know, space is not the same as place. 
Corona de Vida will now have her own place--thanks be to God! 

 
Our hope as a district will be to continue to support and encourage our pastor, Dr. 
Isabel Soberal, and the Corona de Vida congregation so that they might continue to 

grow and reach out more and more to our Hispanic sisters and brothers in the 
Hopkinsville area and beyond. None of us knows what this new location might mean 

for the growth and strength of Corona de Vida, but we do believe that God is 
leading in this direction and we trust the growth that can be to God's grace alone. 
 

I cannot tell you how excited I am about this new ministry venture for our district. I 
want to thank our District Trustees, our District Board of Church Location and 

Building, members of our District Hispanic Ministry Team and members of our 
District Leadership Team who offered their strong affirmation and support for us to 
seize this opportunity for ministry expansion in our district. I give God thanks for 

their willingness to step out on faith in this way! In the weeks and months ahead, 
you will receive more information on how you and your congregation can assist with 

these new efforts. Corona de Vida and the new District Mission Center will need all 
of us in order for our witness for Christ to be as strong as it can be. 
 

For now, I join with you in celebrating and praying that this new place for Corona 
de Vida will soon become a place for many, many others who do not yet know the 

transforming, redemptive, loving presence of the Risen Christ in their lives. 
 



Grace and Peace! 
Dr. Jay 

 
This article originally appeared in "The Spirit," the Madisonville District's monthly 

newsletter. 
 
Wonderful World Record for Portland Center 

By Joni Watkins, Director of Operations, Portland Promise Center 
 

No one can do it as fast as God, but the Portland Promise Center has created the 
world!  Yes, on May 21, 2011, the children and youth at the Portland Promise 
Center achieved Guinness World Record history by creating the world’s largest ball 

of tape. The Peaceball, as it is known, took over a year to finish and was recorded 
at 2000 pounds (is that a ton?) when it claimed its accreditation. Started as a 

project to build awareness of the Promise Center and its dreams of peace in the 
Portland Community and beyond, the Peaceball became a true love of the center’s 
participants. Spearheaded by Drew Watkins, a youth from the center, the project 

involved over 50 children and youth from the Portland area plus the greater 
community as the ball visited New Song, St. James Art Fair, Louisville Slugger Field, 

the Yum Center, the Bacon Ball, 4th Street Live and the Missions Car show.   
 

 
 


