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Making an Impact in Appalachia 
By Angie Cunigan 
 

Impact Appalachia is going to be an incredible day in which the church will reach 
beyond its physical walls, beyond its local community, beyond its local conference 

and become the living, breathing hands of Christ.  It will be a time when people 
from the Kentucky Conference, the Red Bird Missionary Conference, and people 

that live in the community join together to made an Impact in Appalachia.  
 
They will work together all over southeastern Kentucky to make a difference.  

Projects are designed to meet the interests and abilities of all ages.  Families can 
work together at the child-friendly sites. Individuals, couples, churches, and youth 

groups can come together to work alongside those in the area being served to 
make a difference for communities all over nine counties in southeast Kentucky. 
 

Projects range from home repair, motorcycle prayer rides, visitation, carnivals, to 
health fairs. The possibilities are endless, as we all join together as one body 

serving Christ. The purpose of this event is to work in love and unity not just United 
Methodists, so all individuals, Methodist or non-Methodist, church members or non 
members, are all pulling together to show love to our communities. There is a place 

for EVERYONE who wants to participate and get involved.  All individuals interested 
in making a difference are encouraged to register at www.impactappalachia.org and 

come out for this amazing day of service, in which the church reaches beyond its 
walls and into its full intended purpose.  
 

The evening will close with dinner and a joint worship service for EVERYONE at the 
Red Bird Mission School.  Be sure to register now at www.impactappalachia.org.  

 
 
Danville Centenary VIM Team Helps Revitalize Red Bird Church 

By Don Mullin, Danville Centenary UMC, Volunteer In Mission Team Member 
 

Danville Centenary United Methodist Church (Frankfort District) has been actively 
engaged with the Red Bird Mission and in particular the Stoney Fork United 
Methodist Church over the last several years. It all began from a Faith Promise 

meeting that Pastor Jack Short, pastor of New Springs UMC in the Red Bird 
Missionary Conference, attended. After that meeting, work was begun and 

completed on their church in Beattyville. That same VIM (Volunteers in Mission) 
team also painted some of the interior of another church on the same trip. 
 

Later, our VIM team was contacted by Pastor Short’s sister, Charlene Gross, telling 
the team that they had started Stoney Fork Church up again. Charlene is the wife 

of Pastor Robert Gross of the Stoney Fork UMC.  She contacted the head of our VIM 



team and asked if we could do some work on the sanctuary and basement. The 
team made the trip to Stoney Fork to assess what work needed to be done. The 

following work was accomplished: 
 

• New vinyl floor in the basement, 
• Suspended ceiling in basement, 
• New wiring for electricity, 

• Installation of cabinets, 
• Painted walls and all church windows, 

• Changed some lighting, 
• Installed ceiling fans in the sanctuary, 
• Built a bathroom. 

 
The basement has become a place where they can have gatherings, dinners, etc. 

Wedding receptions, special functions and other events could not have been held in 
the basement prior to the work being done on it. What is most gratifying is that 
when this church started, they had less than a dozen people and now they are 

averaging 30-40 people per Sunday. 
 

Centenary and her VIM team continue to have a wonderful relationship with Stoney 
Fork, and as Stoney Fork has been blessed, so have Centenary and especially her 

VIM team.   
 
 

Restorative Justice Ministry: Becoming Whole 
By David Altizer 

 
There are many restorative justice ministries ongoing in the Commonwealth. The 
Kentucky Annual Conference is one of the top supporters of jail and associated 

ministries. The resident bishop’s Advocacy Team strives to equip and assist any of 
these ministries within the conference. Here is one example of what’s going on. 

 
The Grace Emmaus of Kentucky community of the Walk to Emmaus movement is 
heavily involved in prison ministry. Primarily, the ministry consists of hosting 

Residents Encounter Christ weekends. What a wonderful thing to be part of the 
ministry and to see the miracles God does in the lives of inmates in Kentucky! 

 
On a recent weekend, the community spent three days with the residents of a 
United States Penitentiary, worshipping together, sharing agape love and bringing 

the word. The movement is purely ecumenical, with many denominations 
represented on each REC. For this weekend, the team consisted of 40 volunteers, 

approximately a quarter being United Methodists. 
 
Jesus was exalted!  Lives were changed!  Souls were saved!  Praise God! 

 
Let me share a brief story from the REC just to give a glimpse of His work on the 

inside. 
 



Inmates have three names: Their first name or given name, which is basically 
never used inside the prison. Their last name or surname, which is the name that 

they and the staff use to address one another. And sometimes they have a 
nickname, which is okay for other inmates to use. 

  
His first name is Jibari, and his nickname is "Half." On his nametag, he wrote it 
"1/2." I overheard someone ask him if he got the nickname because he is so 

short. He said, "No.  My cousin and I were very close on the street. We went 
everywhere together. People called us "Half and Half." Therefore, I am "Half." 

  
Jibari accepted Jesus as his Savior Saturday night! With great joy he prayed for 
salvation and boldly proclaimed that he belongs to Jesus. I wish you could have 

seen the handshakes, hugs, back clapping, and smiles and heard the rejoicing 
among the inmates that night! Not to mention the excited response of the team, 

especially his table leader and assistant table leader. 
  
During the closing, Jibari, as well as the others were invited to comment on the 

weekend. The comments are preceded by the person stating their name, table 
name and the REC number. Jibari took the mike and announced, "My name is now 

‘Whole'!” That is for sure! 
 

Jan Brown-Thompson is the chairperson of the Advocacy Team. Feel free to contact 
her or me (e-mail: altizerdavid@yahoo.com) if you have any stories to share or 
have any questions about restorative justice ministries. 

 
 

Wesley Wednesdays Help Church Reach out to Children 
By John Kalz, Pastor, Wesley UMC (Ludlow) 
 

Wesley United Methodist Church (Covington District) in Ludlow recently finished its 
first year of a new outreach and discipleship program called Wesley Wednesdays. 

The congregation wanted to be more missionally involved in the neighborhood, and 
to do so in a way that was ongoing and consistent. Last fall, they launched "Wesley 
Wednesdays" a weekly evening program complete with a free meal and Christian 

Education programs for adults, youth, and children.  
 

A special emphasis was put on reaching out to children, including offering outdoor 
games for them before the meal. Over the year we've built relationships with 
around 35 children that had no previous connection to the congregation. Many of 

those children now consider Wesley "their church." 
 

Ludlow is an urban community, where children walk to school and can also bring 
themselves to our church. It has been a joy to see so many children, many of 
whom come from impoverished families, enjoy eating a good meal, get the loving 

attention of adults, and learn about the Good News of Jesus Christ.  
 

This spring average attendance by children, youth, and adults at the program was 
56 – our Sunday morning average is only 63! It has helped to bring a new sense of 



mission, vitality and community to our church. The program has been made 
possible by the love and support and vision of lay people who have given 

generously of their time and efforts week after week in cooking, cleaning, teaching, 
and building relationships. We believe the Holy Spirit is at work in our midst - and 

we can't wait to see how God uses us in our community in the days to come! 
 
 

Update from Missionaries to Thailand 
By Mike and Sherri Morrissey 

 
It always amazes us how our brothers and sisters back in the States keep up with 
the news here in Thailand and are faithful to pray for us and the people of Thailand.  

Many of you have mentioned to us about the new Prime Minister and government 
that is forming here in Thailand.  It was a landslide win by Yingluck Shinawatra, the 

younger sister of Thaksin Shinawatra, the former prime minster deposed in a 
military coup in 2006.  Although we do not take sides in politics here, we pray that 
the Supreme Court of Thailand and the Thai military leaders will honor the results 

of the election.  We are afraid of the horrific backlash that may take place if the 
new government is not allowed to form.  So far, it looks good.  But please keep this 

issue in your prayers. 
 

One of the blessings that we have in the Pioneering Pastors Program is providing 
scholarships for Bible College students that have a shared vision with us, a vision to 
open a church in an unreached sub-district of Thailand.  The Thailand Methodist 

Mission (TMM) supports two students at Phayao Bible College.  One student some of 
you know well.  His name is Peter (his Thai nickname is Kack, which means Asian 

Indian, since he looks like he is from that nation).  Peter and Nuc have been very 
close friends of ours since we came to Thailand back in 2006.  They are our Thai 
language teachers and partners in ministry, and they are both dear to our hearts.  

Peter was the first Thai disciple to receive the call to ministry under our service as 
missionaries.  We are privileged to help him complete his studies at Phayao Bible 

College so he can begin the next step in his ministry, to pioneer a new church in an 
unreached sub-district in Thailand. 
 

TMM is also providing a scholarship to a Phayao Bible College student named Art. 
Art has a burden to plant a church in Northeast Thailand, which is the most 

unreached region of Thailand.  Art is a member of Bowin church, which is the first 
church that we helped to plant in Thailand.  And Art is the first member of the 
Bowin church to answer the call to ministry.  So Art is the first disciple to answer 

the call to ministry from the first church that we helped to plant here.  (My 
apologies: I have at least 10 pictures of Art, and I have looked all over and cannot 

find any of his pictures.... we will have to post his picture at a later date.)  
 
We want to thank all who financially support the Pioneering Pastors Program 

through TMM.  You are making an eternal difference here, because when you help 
to plant a church in an unreached town, that town is forever changed.  It will never 

be the same again, because the Light of the Gospel is there. 
 


