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  Kentucky Conference 

NEWSLINK   
A Publication of the Kentucky Conference United Methodist Women November 2009 

 

UMW Sisters, 
 

Thank you,  Gracias,  Grateful.  “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.” 
(Psalm 107:1) Everyone has many things for which to give thanks. Expressions of gratitude are possible on 
all planes of life. Even some animals seem capable of feeling and showing gratitude. Following our 13th 
Annual Mission Celebration, there are many people to whom I am grateful. First, I am grateful to the folks at 
Centenary United Methodist Church for being such a gracious host. Second, I am grateful for those who 
serve at Nathaniel Mission and am glad we could show our gratefulness by helping them meet some of their 
material needs. I am grateful for Linda King and the program committee, who did a wonderful job in 
planning the celebration.  To those who had a part on the program, especially our guest speakers, we say 
thanks. And, last, I thank each of you who attended the celebration. Your love and dedication to United 
Methodist Women made the celebration possible. 
 

Grateful people never take life for granted.  They see life as a privilege, not as a right.  Grateful 
people translate thanksgiving into thanks-living.  That’s what United Methodist Women do. Our gratitude for 
what we have leads us to give to the needs around the world. Jennifer Davis expressed her gratitude for the 
people of Honduras by giving of herself.  Kathy McFarland expressed her gratitude for the people of Uganda 
by going as a mission worker. Susie Kalz expressed her gratitude for the women of Serbia by her mission 
work there. How are you expressing your gratitude? 
 

Recently a New York City newspaper conducted a survey to evaluate people’s perceptions of how 
they were doing financially.  In the survey, the reporter interviewed ten people from 
differing levels of income, from a poet who made $5,000 a year all the way to a 
Wall Street investor who made $10,000,000. Each person was asked the same 
question: Are you satisfied with how much money you make? Surprisingly, each 
one, regardless of income, answered that he or she was not quite there yet.  Each felt 
close, but needed just a little more.  The natural-minded people may give thanks for 
things of a worldly nature, which they see as blessings. They thank God for what 
they have, but would like a bit more. The good natural-minded people are grateful 
for the good things of life, such as food, clothing, health and worldly success. The 
spiritual-minded person does not limit herself to what the natural person calls good. 
She is grateful for God-given opportunities to use what He has given her to help 
others. Thank you United Methodist Women for loving your neighbor around the 
world through your gratitude. As Thanksgiving draws near, let our gratitude open 
our hearts to life, to others, to God.  Ingratitude snaps them shut, causing us to live 
in self-imposed prisons. In the words of Ralph Waldo Emerson: “What you are 
shouts in my ear so loudly, I cannot hear what you are saying.” Let us translate 
Thanksgiving into “thanks-living. 
 
Gracias,  

`̀̀̀tÜç UxÜàÜtÅtÜç UxÜàÜtÅtÜç UxÜàÜtÅtÜç UxÜàÜtÅ 
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“Where the Money Goes” 
 

Throughout every issue of “Response” wherever 
you see the symbol of two interlocking circles in a 
rectangle, you are reading about a program supported by 
your mission gifts. 
 

UMW Mission Money is how we answer God’s 
call to be in ministry with women, children and youth. 
 
HIV/AIDs, malaria, tuberculosis, and illiteracy are just 
some of the issues we are helping the people in South 
Africa face.  Leadership development is one of the top 
priorities.  
Pg 9, Sept 09 
 
In Galilee Palestine/Israel, Arab and Jewish women are 
working together to develop products they can sell 
through fair trade outlets around the world.   
Pg 13, Oct 09 
 
Women in Sri Lanka are writing their own stories; they 
have been trained in a Writers’ Workshop supported by a 
Mission Giving grant.  The Methodist Church in Sri 
Lanka was the first to ordain women in the country in 
1982. 
Pg 16, Oct 09 
 
The homeless young men who are aging out of foster 
care in Oklahoma are helped by a transitional living 
program.  They also can receive funds to attend 
community college.   
Pg 10, Sept 09 
 
Bogota, Colombia UMW supported programs teach that 
it is important for women to know that they don’t have 
to put up with abuse.  The Prince of Peace UMC offers a 
safe place where people can gather and worship.    
Pg 25, Oct 09 
 
A safe water and sanitation project in Sudan will provide 
safe wells.  We are offering love to God when we do 
some small act of caring for the hungry children in 
Darfur.   
Pg 7, Apr 09 
 
Henderson Settlement supports pregnant women and 
mothers of young children by training them to nurture 
healthy and safe homes.  The program works to 
empower individuals and communities. 
Pg 40, Sept 09 

 
See your “Response” magazines for the rest of 

these stories, and many more.  The UMW Kentucky 
Conference pledges a total of $ 313,525 in Mission 
Giving both undesignated and designated in 2010.  Your 
contributions allow your money to go around the world 
to support women, children and youth. 
 

With your help both with contributions and 
prayers, we will meet our mission goals in 2009.   Our 
hope is that we will see many of you at Assembly in St 
Louis next April. 
 
Vale Rhea Maddox    

Kentucky Conference Treasurer 
 
 
 
 

Vice President 
 
Dear UMW Friends, 
 

Two years ago in July I was humbled and 
excited to be asked to be your Conference Vice-
President.  It has been an honor I will cherish.  I 
have met new life friends and been made more 
aware of ALL the BLESSED GOOD THE women 
of the UMW are doing. This does not end my love 
and work in the UMW.  I believe once a UMW 
member it remains with you always. 

I am excited for our new Vice-President 
Pat. She will be a wonderful leader. 

God bless each of you and I look forward to 
seeing you at the Conference Spiritual Retreat in 
April. 
                                                                              
In Christian Love, 

Linda Underwood King,  
Vice President 
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Betty and Liljana Sjanta 

 

 
Betty, Gwen, and Susie at the entrance to the  
Retreat Center at the Leadership Seminar. 

 

 A Visit to Serbia, 8/17-9/2, 2009 
 
“And like living stones be yourselves built into a 

spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”  1 
Peter 2:5 

 
The First Letter of Peter, 2:5 was the theme 

for the four-day Leadership Seminar for United 
Methodist Women in Serbia.  It was a wonderful 
experience to share this time with these 50 plus 
women, some of who had traveled some distance to 
participate. 

A few days earlier, Susie Kalz, her husband 
Marty, Gwen Bland, and I arrived in Belgrade for 
this VIM trip to Serbia.  We visited several 
churches, and being good United Methodists, they 

always served food during our visits.  We held a 
four day VBS for children, and attended a one day 
UMW Retreat.   

Following Susie’s and my report of our 
Serbian Mission Trip to the Conference Mission 
Team, it was agreed that we would commit 
ourselves to pray for the women in Serbia, who face 
many obstacles in their lives there.  We hope you 
will join us in praying for them. 

Liljana Sjanta was a wonderful host to us in 
Serbia, and it was great having her attend our 
Conference UMW Celebration and seeing her 
again. I hope many of you got to meet her.  Liljana 
is attending a conference in North Carolina, as is 
Susie, and came early so she could attend our 
meeting. 

If you would like to hear more about our 
Mission Trip, just contact Susie, 606-679-1655 or 
Betty Rush, 270-684-3125.  We’d be happy to 
present a program to your UMW unit. 

 

 
Susie, Betty, Gwen at an old Fortress 

 

 
Betty, Susie, and Gwen with interpreter, 
Kornelia, at the Seminar 
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IT'S TIME TO MARK YOUR  
2010 CALENDAR 
  

It's time to mark your 2010 calendar for the 
Weekend of April 16 and April 17, 2010 for the 
Kentucky Conference UMW Spiritual Growth 
Retreat at Camp Kavanaugh in Crestwood, 
Kentucky.  We have booked all the lodging there at 
the camp.  We are starting later on Friday night.  
Registration will start at 4:00 p.m. ET and will go to 
6:45 p.m. ET.  Dinner will start at 7:00 p.m. ET.  
This later time is to accommodate those working 
ladies, and those ladies whose stomachs are on 
Central Time. The later time will make it less 
hectic for us. 

 
Our retreat leader is Sue Owens, former 

Women Division Director from South Carolina.  
For those who have attended the KY and Red Bird 
Conferences School of Christian Mission, she has 
been our News Lady as well as a Study Leader.  She 
is very funny, and in high demand for retreats.  
Other Conference Spiritual Growth Coordinators 
have told me how wonderful she is at leading 
retreats.  It is a honor to have her, and I know you 
will find her entertaining, and also will find her 
spiritually motivating.  The theme is "It's Time." 
      

It's time to mark your calendar.  It's time to 
have a relaxing weekend, visit with old and new 
friends, enjoy the spring weather, laugh, pray, and 
learn.   The early registration deadline is April 1, 
2010.  For room and meals it will be $50, after 
April 1st it will be $60.  For commuters, who 
just want meals it will be $30 for Friday night 
Supper and Saturday Breakfast and Lunch  For 
those who may want a little more comfort in 
lodging, we have a listing of hotels in the area:  Best 
Western/Asbury  Inn LaGrange 502-222-5500, 
Holiday Inn Express-Westport Rd area 502-423-
0094, and Hampton Inn-Westport Rd area 502-327-
8880.  However I repeat, we have secured all the 
rooms at the camp, so there will be more space than 
last year.  
     

For a spiritual journey without distractions 
at the retreat, child care will not be offered.  This 
retreat will be for ladies only.  However, if you are 
a nursing mother you can bring your baby; just let 

our registrar Nancy Brumback know, so she can 
make appropriate arrangements.   
     

We are lucky to have the very experienced 
Nancy Brumback as our registrar.  Martha Figgs 
will be our pianist for the weekend.  So join us for a 
great weekend.  We look forward to seeing you.  
More information about the retreat and the 
registration form will be in the next newsletter. 
     

Prayer is our talking time with God.  It can 
take place anywhere and anytime.  It can be a short 
conversation or a long conversation.  Many 
Christians and other faiths prefer to set a designated 
time for prayer and mediation.  This is a very good 
practice, and it is helpful for many in their spiritual 
journey.  I confess, I am more freewheeling some of 
my best prayer time has been in parking lots, 
waiting in traffic jams, in waiting rooms, having 
medical procedures, sitting in a rocking chair on my 
front porch, sitting in my favorite wing chair, etc. 
When I was a child I use to get on my knees and 
pray.  Now that I have knee problems I do my best 
not to pray on bended knee. I think God does not 
mind us being comfortable while we pray.   The 
important thing is to pray daily.  A day should not 
go by without a conversation with God.  You also 
need to remember  
 

Blessings to all,Debbie Mason 
Conference UMW Spiritual Growth Coord          

 

 

Reading Program Large Print Books 
 
I have been asked this question many times. Do 
large print books count in any category? The large 
print books count only in the category listed.  Please 
check the Reading Program catalog for the correct 
category for credit.  
 

Brenda Thompson 
Reading Program Specialist,  
Women's Division-GBGM-UMC 
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United Methodist Women  

Assembly 2010 
 
Conference Engages Thousands of Christian 

Women in Fellowship for Mission under Theme 

of “Faith • Hope • Love in Action” 

  
 On April 30-May 2, in St. Louis, Mo., a broad 
and diverse gathering of women will convene 
Assembly 2010 – a three-day conference hosted by 
United Methodist Women celebrating and 
empowering women of faith in mission for women, 
children, and youth. Assembly 2010 will build a 
constituency capable of generating bold action 
across the globe.   
  

Inspired by faith and activated by justice, 
Assembly 2010 is a movement of women from all 
walks of life. Women will come together as one 
body to worship, fellowship with each other, and 
also to address and act upon issues affecting 
women, children and youth. The Assembly theme 
of “Faith • Hope • Love in Action” solidifies this 
gathering into a movement for all women of faith.  
 
 This event represents one of the largest and 
most diverse groups of women of faith from the 
largest denominational faith organization for 
women, United Methodist Women.  
 

A historic quadrennial event that attracts 
thousands, United Methodist Women’s Assembly 
has taken place since 1942, and has always been a 
gathering place to rejoice and mobilize women in 
mission for women, children and youth.  
 
The theme of “Faith • Hope • Love in Action” 
includes a vision statement and scripture passage 

(Colossians 1:3-6) guiding the collective vision for 
Assembly 2010. The vision statement reads: 
 

As United Methodist Women who are 
disciples of Jesus Christ we are called to 
share… 
Faith: Our belief in the promise of a new 
heaven and a new earth. 
Hope: Our expectation of needs met for all. 
Love: Our sisterhood of grace and our 
embodiment of justice 
In Action: We find fulfillment of Faith. 
Hope. Love in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 
Assembly registration includes all plenary sessions 
and worship; full access to exhibits, workshops, 
panel discussions and performances; and a limited-
edition tote bag with Assembly materials such as an 
Assembly Program Book and Assembly 2010 
commemorative pin.  
 
For more information, or to register on-line go to 
www.umwmission.org. 
 

 

Assembly 2010 Highlights 
 
Pre-Conference Events: In addition to the full 
Assembly program, Assembly 2010 will offer pre-
conference events on April 29: Ubuntu Day of Service 
and Mission Forward Symposium. A Zulu word 
meaning “I am human because you are human,” 
Ubuntu Day of Service is a mission service 
opportunity in the St. Louis community. The Mission 
Forward Symposium offers a series of panels on 
mission, history, vocation and the future of mission. 
 
Worship: Assembly 2010 will be a diverse gathering 
of women of faith. The worship of United Methodist 
Women is a creative celebration that weaves together 
song, story, and performance from cultures across the 
globe. 
 
Workshops: Participants will study the complex 
factors that contribute too many social issues and 
address how Christians can effectively respond and 
act for change. Topics will cover issues most affecting 
women and children, such as human rights, the 
environment, economic justice and health care.  
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Assembly 2010 

Theme: Faith, Hope, Love in Action! 
 

The Assembly Scripture:   

3. In our prayers for you we always thank God, for the Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, 4. for we have heard of your faith 

in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 

5. because of the hope laid for you in heaven. You have heard 

this gospel before in the word of the truth, the gospel 6. that 

has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the 

whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves 

from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of 

God.                (New Revised Standard Version)           
Colossians 1:3-6 

 
April 29-May 2, 2010         St. Louis, Missouri 
 

As I write this, it is 179 days, 2 hours, 3 
minutes, and 51 seconds until Assembly 2010, but 
you can check the Women's Division web page, 
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/, click on the big 
blue square, "Assembly 2010" and get those 
numbers updated!  Well, maybe you don't care 
about how many minutes and seconds to Assembly, 
but you do need to know that if you register by 
November 30, you will save $35.00.  And we do 
like to save money, don't we?  Yes, until November 
30, if you register online, the registration fee is 
$215.00.  After December 1, or if you register by 
mail, the fee is $250.00.  You don't have access to a 
computer?  No problem; just check with your 
district Communications Coordinator, or Linda 
Sanford or Betty Rush.  Any of us will be glad to 
help you.  And if want to ride the bus chartered by 
Wesley UMW in Lexington, send $25.00 to Marcia 
D. Marshall, 451 Douglas Ave., Lexington, KY  
40508.  Come join us for an awesome experience as 

we join the thousands of other women as we sing, 
pray, worship, and have a lot of fun! 
 

Betty Rush,  
KY Conference Assembly Liaison 

 

   

Assembly Bus Trip Opportunity 
 

Come join us for an adventure by bus to the 
Assembly in St. Louis 2010. Wesley U.M.C. 
Lexington District is sponsoring a bus and we are 
inviting you to join us so they will know Kentucky 
is there. The bus will leave Wesley on Thursday, April 

29 and return on Sunday, May 2. The fee to ride the 
bus is $100.00 per person with a non-refundable 

deposit of $25.00 due A.S.A.P., balance due 
February 5, 2010. Please make checks payable to 
Wesley U.M.C. send your deposit in care of Diane 
Marshall, 451 Douglas Avenue, Lexington, KY 
40508,  
E-MAIL MARCIAD1946@AOL.COM. 
 
More information to follow. 
Thanks, 
Diane Marshall 

 
 
 
Receive an E-mail Copy of Newslink!   
 
Would you like to receive a copy of the Kentucky Conference 
United Methodist Women Newslink by e-mail? We would love 
to add you and your church to our e-mail list. Please send your 
request to LindaASanford@bellsouth.net please include your 
name, your church name and if you are currently holding an 
office in the UMW - local, district, and/or conference.  Every 
member of your local unit can receive an e-mail copy!  
 

Did you know there is a copy of Newslink posted on 
the KYUMWomen website? Please visit our website at 
http://www.kyumc.org/UMWomen  While you are there check 
out the District Information and Event Calendar for updated 
information from your district.  

 

_|Çwt ftÇyÉÜw 
KY Conference Communication Coordinator 
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STANDING RULES  

 
Page 71 Kentucky Conference United Methodist 
Women 2009 Directory (page 93 Handbook): 
 
District Standing Rules: Each district organization 
shall have stated Standing Rules, which shall be 
approved by the Committee on the Review of 
Standing Rules of the conference organization.  
 
Article VIII Section 2. page 78 Standing Rules shall 
be reviewed and updated in the first year of 
the quadrennium. 
 
Article VI Section 5 page 76 Safe Sanctuary: All 
Local, District and Conference events sponsored by 
the Kentucky Conference United Methodist Women 
shall be in compliance with the Safe Sanctuary Policy 
adopted by the 2007 Kentucky Conference of the 
United Methodist Church. 
  
Betty Overstreet, Conference Standing Rules 
chairperson 

 

Slate of Officers for 2010-2011 
 

The following ladies have been elected to serve God and 
our Kentucky Conference United Methodist Women in a 
position on the Conference Team 2010-2011   
 
 Mary Bertram President 
 
 Pat Workins Vice President 
 
 Vicky Easley Secretary 
  
 Vale Rhea Maddox Treasurer 
 
 Linda Sanford Communication 

Coordinator 
 
 Sherry Mattingly Secretary Program 

Resources 
 
 Sharon Evans  Historian   
 
 Betty Overstreet  Standing Rules  
 
 Betty Rush  Parliamentarian  
 
 Ginny Pratt  Language Coordinator  

 
Mission Coordinators 
 Nancy Wetzel Education and  
  Interpretation (E&I) 
  
 Debbie Wicker Social Action 
  
 Debbie Mason Spiritual Growth 
 
 Pat Kees Membership Nurture   
  And Outreach (MNO) 
 
Committee on Nomination 
 Betty Taylor Chairperson  
  Class of 2013 
  
 Betty Dodson Class of 2013 
 
 Sarah William Class of 2012 
  
 Peg Coots Class of 2012 
 
 Mignelis Figueroa Class of 2011 
 
 Betty Long Class of 2011 
 
 Jeannine Owens Class of 2010 
 
 Patsy Crady Class of 2010 
 

 
President Mary Bertram at Annual Mission Celebration, 
Centenary UMC, Lexington, KY 

 

 Note of Thanks 
 
 I wish to thank everyone who helped with 
the set up and take down of the flags and banners at 
the Conference Annual Mission Celebration.  It was 
a real blessing to have the assistance.  
  

Thanks again, Nancy Brumback 
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Check Your Mailbox 
 

Daily we receive junk mail from every 
conceivable source.  Soon it will be time for 
Christmas ads and Christmas Cards.   Your District 
Membership Nurture and Outreach (MNO) or 
District President will soon be sending you the 2009 
Unit Membership Report.  Please do not throw 
away this document-it is not junk mail. Work with 
your unit to complete the information and send it 
back by the deadline. 

 
The District and the KY Conference must 

receive your information in order to complete our 
report. Please help us to be in 100% compliance for 
2009.  This information will be used to get a 
complete picture of participation in UMW as well 
as help Women’s Division to work with us in 
programming that may help us to reach women that 
are not currently members. 
 

Pat Kees, MNO Coordinator   

Conference Historian 
 
“Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This 

is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is 

like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.”   

         Matthew 22:37-38 
 

In 1869, the Women’s Foreign Missionary 
Society was established. Clara Swain and Isabella 
Thorburn were sent to India as Missionaries. Their 
ministries are still changing lives with educational 
and medical services to women, children, and youth 
half away round the globe.  

 
In 1886, the Women’s Department of 

Church Extension was organized. The Kentucky 
Conference appointed Miss Sue A. Bennett as 
Corresponding Secretary. She pleaded for assistance 
in the work of evangelism for the mountain counties 
in Kentucky. In 1891 a school was established to 
educate women in the area. Today, The Bennett 
Center in London, Kentucky continues to educate 
women. Through outreach ministries in community 
organizations there are opportunities to increase 

learning in many areas. There are craft, fine arts, 
continuing education and programs for the elderly 
on their lovely campus. 

 
The dreams of Miss Swain and Miss 

Thorburn continue to change lives in India. The 
dreams and determination of Sue Bennett and Belle 
Bennett are providing education to women and 
families in eastern Kentucky. The Scarritt Training 
Center in Nashville, Tennessee is training women to 
be deaconesses and missionaries around our globe. 
The dreams of these women continue to be a 
witness for Christ in the Heart of Appalachia and 
around our world. God bless our 140 years of 
ministries to women, children, and youth through 
our United Methodist Women organization. 
 
In His Service,  

SSSSharon haron haron haron R. R. R. R. EvansEvansEvansEvans    
Historian 
 

Children’s Advocacy Day 
 

Children’s Advocacy Day at the Capitol is 
February 18th. The KY Conference UMW are 
sponsors for the Children's Advocacy Day, plan 
now to join with other child advocates from around 
the state. This is your chance to show your 
legislators that we care about women, children and 
youth. Rally for children’s issues at the Capitol 
Rotunda and gather information on policies 
affecting Kentucky’s youth in the upcoming 
legislative session. Meet with people from across 
the state that share your commitment and schedule a 
time to speak with your legislators. Let's increase 
our number of attendance this year.  Bring your 
YOUTH, they are encouraged to attend.  

To register or for information contact 
Preston Parsons at pparsons@kyyouth.org or 502-
895-8167 x 123 or go to 
 http://www.kyyouth.org/Advocacy/cad.htm  

Please let me know if you plan to attend, 
let’s step out of our comfort zone and let our voices 
be heard. 

 
Thanks,  

Debbie Wicker,Social Action Coordinator 

270-965-2373   debwic@aol.com 
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2009 -2010 Calendar of Events 

  

February 18, 2010 7th Annual Children’s Advocacy Day, State Capitol, Frankfort, KY 

March 13, 2010 KY Conference Mission Team Meeting, Louisville, KY  

April 16-17, 2010 Conference Spiritual Growth Retreat, Kavanaugh 

April 29-May 2, 2010 Assembly in St. Louis, MO 

June 24-27, 2010 South Atlantic Regional School of Christian Missions, Ferrum College, Virginia 

July 15-18, 2010 School of Christian Missions, Lindsey Wilson College, Columbia, KY 

October 22, 2010 KY Conference Mission Team Meeting, Louisville, KY 

October 23, 2010 Annual Mission Celebration, Louisville District, Christ Church United Methodist 

OUR PURPOSE 
The organized unit 
of United Methodist 
Women shall be a 
community of 
women whose 
purpose is to know 
God and to 
experience freedom 
as whole persons 
through Jesus 
Christ; to develop a 
creative, supportive 
fellowship; and to 
expand concepts of 
mission through 
participation in the 
global ministries of 
the church 


