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Celebrating the Joy of Christmas 

By Bishop Lindsey Davis 
 
We are now in the season of Advent leading us toward Christmas as we prepare our 
hearts for the coming of the Christ Child into our lives again. Advent and Christmas 
are far more than celebrating a 2,000-year-old historical event. It is celebrating a 
basic truth about God – that God came to us that we might be in relationship with 
our Creator. During this time of year, we affirm that Christ has come and is present 
and actively engaged in our world. We also acknowledge that Christ will come again 
in all of His fullness and redeem the Universe. So, during these days of December, 
the faithful Christian lives in a spirit of expectation, anticipation, preparation and 
longing. 
 
I have been blessed for 40 Christmases to be married to Jennifer. If there ever was 
a person who loves this season of the year, it is her. Now I love it too, but Jennifer 
is the expert. She loves everything about Advent and Christmas.   
 
The Episcopal residence was decorated before Thanksgiving and our house in 
Lexington shortly thereafter. We will host the Methodist Center Staff at the 
residence on December 14. We will celebrate Christmas with a dinner for Red Bird 
pastors and staff in Manchester on December 12. One of the advantages of a 
missionary conference is that all the leaders can share together this way. And 
Jennifer and I will host the Kentucky Conference Cabinet for dinner festivities on 
December 4.  Like all true United Methodists food becomes a focal point for us 
when we fellowship together. 
 
Jennifer’s enthusiasm for all things Christmas has been handed down to our 
children and grandchildren. Throughout John and Laura’s growing up years, Jennifer 
would buy them one Christmas ornament each year. When they grew up and left 
home (praise God) Jennifer presented them with a large box of their ornaments so 
that they could start their own traditions which they have vigorously done. 
 
Music fills our home. Last year one of my presents from the grandchildren was their 
learning and singing for me one of my favorite songs – “I Want a Hippopotamus for 

Christmas.” And I dare not change the channel on Jennifer’s car radio which is set 
on the holiday channel for non-stop Christmas music. 
 
We must have 30 nativity scenes in our home, and most of them are unbreakable 
so our grandchildren can play with them. And we use them each year to teach “the 
story” to the kids. Now that they are a little older, we are not only teaching the 



facts about wise men, kings, Mary, Joseph and the baby, but we are starting to tell 
about why Jesus came to be with us. 
 
Some years all the family come to our house for Christmas; some years Jennifer 
and I travel to be with them. Sometimes we are actually together on Christmas Eve 
and Day.  At other times the family Christmas gathering happens a few days early 
or late. It really does not matter as long as we can connect with our loved ones. 
 
So, wherever you might be this Christmas know that the Lord is with you. Our hope 
for today and the future is not in ourselves. Our hope is in Christ – hope that came 
to us incarnated into flesh, a hope that can be held in a mother’s arms, a hope that 
will live beyond this life and one day bring peace to all nations. Therefore, Jennifer 
and I wish you great joy this Christmas and we do so with the confidence which 
comes from the birth of a Child in a Bethlehem manger – a child who was and is the 
Son of God. 
 
Manna Meals Ministry Going Strong and Growing 

By Adele McKinney, Coordinator, Manna Meals 
 
Manna Meals is a weekly meal that is served in the Community Center of 
Nicholasville United Methodist Church (Lexington District).  The meal is served 
every Saturday from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Diners are seated at tables and are 
waited on by servers. Their meal is delivered to their table on real plates. Each 
meal is a restaurant quality, well-balanced meal. 
 
The meal was begun to try to alleviate some of the hunger in our county and show 
God’s love to those in need. The meal began in September of 2008 and was served 
once a month. Within a short time the meal had expanded to twice per month. The 
meal began serving weekly meals in March of 2010.  
  
We have a great team of volunteers that numbered over 100 for 2011. We have 
five strong team leaders. These teams develop their own menus, shop and prepare 
the meal. Recent meals have included roasted pork loin, sliced ham, meatloaf and 
many other delicious dishes. Their food is always enjoyed by the diners. The diners 
are given at least one take-home meal and more if food is available for another 
meal for them. Many take a meal to someone they know that is not able to attend 
the meal. 
 
Most volunteers serve once a month, but some serve every week. There are others 
that come once or twice to fulfill volunteer requirements. We continue to have 
persons from the community volunteer. We also have some regular groups that 
volunteer once a month: Southland Christian Church Marriage Matters SS Class, 
Bethel Christian Church Joy Circle, NUMC Barbara Abshear Circle, and NUMC Youth 
Group. Groups of students from several of Asbury’s Seminary programs and several 
local church youth groups, sports teams, Daisy, Brownie and Cub Scout Troops 
have volunteered for one Saturday during the past year. All of these volunteers are 
needed and appreciated for their service. God always provides enough people to 



serve the meal each week, but there is always room for more volunteers. You will 
be truly blessed if you serve. 
 
The financial contributions continue to overwhelm me. Almost every week there are 
contributions that come into the church that have been designated for Manna. Many 
of these contributions come from the NUMC Family. Without these donations the 
meal would not be possible. Please know that your contribution makes a difference. 
We are still able to provide a meal for approximately $1.00 per person. We have 
also had many churches, businesses, and organizations donate this past year.    
 
Through the first week in November, we have served 17,350 meals since we began 
in September 2008. Our attendance during the year was averaging about 145 
meals each week. This last month we have experienced an increase in diners. Each 
of these last four meals has averaged serving 200 meals. The two holiday meals in 
November and December usually have a larger attendance. We should close the 
year with over 18,000 meals served. We are quickly approaching a major goal of 
20,000 meals, which may be accomplished by the end of the year. The need is 
great and seems to be getting larger. I am so thankful that NUMC is there to help 
fill this need. I am amazed daily at how God is working in and through this ministry. 
 
Broadway’s Christmas Store 

By John David Ryan, Community Involvement Minister 
 
Here at Broadway UMC (Bowling Green District), we feel like it’s important that 
children don’t miss out on the joy of Christmas. When you are a child, there is a 
magic that’s simply not explainable with words. We feel like every child should get 
to experience that.  
 
Since 2007, we have partnered with TC Cherry Elementary—a neighborhood school 
that’s practically in the backyard of our main campus. We try to serve and support 
the school, its administration, its students, and its staff through things like 
mentoring programs, funds for field trips, drives for school supplies, tutoring, and 
catered meals during teacher appreciation week. Since that time, we have also 
taken care of every family from that school who were unable to provide Christmas 
gifts for their children. 
 
For the past few years, we have participated in a local program called Angel Tree. 
When families applied for the program, they were adopted by members from our 
church, and those members took those families presents for their children. Angel 
Tree is a great program and through it we have been able to impact a lot of 
families, but we felt like we needed to change things up. We wanted to create a 
program that (a) was developmental and (b) provided dignity for the families being 
served. This year, we are launching something we’re calling “Broadway’s Christmas 
Store.” 
 
Members from our church have been signing up to purchase shirts, pants, 
underwear, socks, shoes and coats. (While our primary focus is clothing needs, we 
are also hoping to provide toys for the children.) The first week of December, they 



will bring those items to the church to be sorted. The second week of December, we 
will open the store for parents of TC Cherry Elementary students to come and shop 
at no cost to them. They’ll have a personal shopper help them find the items they 
need. They’ll be served coffee and cookies while they look around. They’ll enjoy 
getting to pick out gifts for their children. 
 
This puts Christmas back in to the hands of the families being served. 
 
Broadway’s Christmas Store is a pilot program. It’s our first year offering this 
opportunity to the community. We’re hoping it is so successful that we can open it 
up to even more families in the community next year. We plan on serving between 
50 and 60 families this Christmas season. 
 
Golden Disciples—Food for Thought 

By Jane Ellen Booth 
 
Scripture of the Month 

“He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, will he not also give 
us all things with him?” (Romans 8:32, RSV) 
 
Prayer of the Month 

Heavenly Father, during this Advent season, give light to our eyes and peace to our 
hearts. May the Lord find us watching and waiting in joy when He comes. We pray 
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
(From “Advent Wreath Prayers,” CA 006, The Printery House) 
 
Thought for the Month 
Come, O King of the nations, and bind us all together in the unity and peace we 
seek. 
(From “Advent Wreath Prayers”) 
 
Senior Ministry Tip 
Put a dozen candy canes (or other favorite treat) in your pocket, and share with 12 
unsuspecting people who cross your path during Christmas week with a personal 
Holy Day greeting. 
 
2012 Dates to Remember 

February: Have a Heart for Seniors Love Offering 
April 19: Exploring the Longevity Revolution: Aging and Ministry in the 21st Century, 
hosted by Wesley Village Senior Living Community in Wilmore, Ky. 
May: Celebrate Older Adult Recognition Day. 
 
Sponsored by Kentucky Conference Older Adult Ministry Team 

 
 


