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Volunteers Impact Appalachia 

By Cathy Bruce 
 
Impact Appalachia was a resounding success! Thank you to all the people who put 
in invaluable man (and woman) hours to make this event a time to remember. 
 
Over 800 people from the Red Bird Missionary Conference and the Kentucky Annual 
Conference worked side by side to truly have an impact on the nine counties served 
by the Red Bird Missionary Conference. The day began with everyone meeting at 
their assigned locations and having a moment of prayer before starting the work of 
being Christ's hands and feet. People of all ages painted, worked carnival booths, 
planted gardens and did a host of other activities. 
 
Amy Cottrell, a volunteer staffer at Camp O'Cumberlands, listed the numerous 
tasks performed by just one of the work teams participating in Impact Appalachia. 
They installed a water heater, a toilet, and faucets; painted six picnic tables, two 
walk bridges, and a fence; cleaned the ceiling in the Chapel, Laurel Lodge, and the 
girls’ dorm; swept leaves; and loaded a truck with concrete slabs and tree trunks. 
Shirely Crouse, a retired teacher who worked at the Red Bird School for 40 years, 
was pleased to work with the Impact volunteers. 
 
"I think it's a wonderful way for us to get acquainted with other people in the 
Kentucky Conference and for them to get a hands-on feeling for what the work is 
like here, to meet some of the people here and for those people from here to meet 
them." 
 
The one thing that permeated throughout all of the worksites was the 
overwhelming feeling of love. It is amazing how pulling together as Christians 
fosters such a loving community.  As Ms. Cottrell put it, "I don't know how to put it 
into words. We are so grateful for the work team from Highland UMC in Fort 
Thomas. The work teams help keep this camp going and we appreciate it so much." 
 
Robert Grose, pastor of Stoney Fork UMC in the Red Bird Conference, also 
expressed appreciation for the workers who had helped make improvements to the 
church's building. He also gave thanks to God, saying, “Through the grace of God, 
look here today, we're all here for Jesus. If it wasn't for Jesus, there isn’t a person 
that would be here today.…The Lord's blessed us; he's blessed us well here.” 
 
Bishop Lindsey Davis had lunch with the volunteers at Henderson Settlement and 
then went out into the mission field himself to deliver meals and do home 
visitations. 



 
"I know it was a positive impact," said Bishop Davis, "but I think as much as the 
food, it was the company, the presence and the prayer. I think that's equally 
important." 
 
Later Bishop Davis spoke at the closing celebration for the day of service. Over 300 
volunteers met back at the Red Bird School Gym, where dinner was served and the 
choir from the Red Bird School led worship. Bishop Davis gave thanks for all of the 
volunteers and their service throughout the day. He talked about the rich 
partnership between the Kentucky Conference and the Red Bird Conference and 
how we are building relationships and showing the love of Christ. 
 
Impact Appalachia was organized by United Methodist Communications in 
conjunction with the Kentucky Annual Conference and the Red Bird Missionary 
Conference. Impact Appalachia is part of the Rethink Church initiative that utilizes 
outreach events to make a difference in the world beyond the church doors. 
 
 
Leadership Changes at KSU Wesley Foundation 

By Monique Scroggins, 2011 Isaiah Project Intern, Connectional Ministries 
 
After 29 years of service, Reverend Kenneth Simpson has retired. He was ordained 
by the United Methodist Church 21 years ago and served at Kentucky State 
University’s Wesley Foundation for the last eight years. It has been a journey for 
Rev. Simpson for he has been doing the works of God for majority of his life. His 
experience has been troubling but fulfilling. Troubling because of the lack of 
concern for higher education, but fulfilling because he accomplished all of his goals 
at Kentucky State’s Wesley Foundation except getting a dorm built.  
 
Leaving the Wesley Foundation, Rev. Simpson’s wishes include that the campus 
minister does nothing but programming and is on campus 80% of the time. He 
hopes that the programming takes off very well, that prayer request is continued, 
and that there be programming on family. His advice for the next campus minister 
is that the Wesley Foundation is really worth the effort you put into it. 
 
Rev. Simpson’s retirement left a vacancy at the Wesley Foundation. It wasn’t hard 
to find someone to be the new leader at the campus ministry. The board asked Rev. 
Bessie Hamilton how she felt about being the newest leader over the campus 
church. After a few days of prayer and trying to make sure she could work it in with 
St. Paul (Frankfort District) and her ministry with her husband, Rev. Evelyn 
Hamilton, Bessie decided that being the campus minister would be great for both of 
them.  
 
Rev. Hamilton is very excited about working with the Wesley Foundation. She looks 
forward to being with the students when they need someone to talk to or pray with, 
leading them to Christ, working with Kentucky State University and the president, 
programs to implement transformation in the students, transformation in the 



ministry, being in service, mission trips, spring vacations, and just making a 
difference in young people’s lives.  
 
 
Thailand Methodist Mission Pioneers a New UMC in Sakaeo 

By Mike and Sherri Morrissey, Missionaries to Thailand 
 
We have great news! 
 
Thailand Methodist Mission has just planted a new United Methodist Church in 
cooperation with GBGM (General Board of Global Ministries) in Thailand. This new 
church is in Wattana Nakhon (which is the name of the city and the district). The 
whole district of Wattana Nakhon is unreached, having no church. Over 80,000 Thai 
people (not counting the large number of Cambodians) live in Wattana Nakhon 
district. This district has 11 sub-districts and 115 villages, none of which are 
reached for Jesus Christ. 
 
This new United Methodist congregation will be planted by Pastor Brayoon, who has 
been working hard developing cell groups and children’s ministries in two sub-
districts, the city sub-district (Wattana Nakhon) and a rural sub-district called Phak 
Kha. Working together with Pastor Brayoon is her daughter, Donyong and a young 
woman named Luck, both of whom are very gifted Bible teachers for the children.  
 
GBGM Country Director, Rev. Cherlue Vang, and his wife, GBGM missionary Mang 
Vang, traveled with Mike to Wattana Nakhon to meet with Pastor Brayoon, 
Donyong, and Luck. During the afternoon, we went to Phak Kha for a children’s 
outreach. Pastor Brayoon has great relations with all of the village chiefs and the 
sub-district chief, and she has free use of the sub-district community center, which 
is where the children gathered for the outreach event. Children came from many of 
the surrounding villages, riding their bikes to get there (you would be surprised 
how many children can fit on one bike—they never come one child to a bike, but 
instead 2, 3, or 4 kids to a bike). Donyong, Luck, Pastor Brayoon, and Pastor Banya 
(of Life Center UMC in Pattaya) led the children in Christian songs, teaching, 
games, while Mike and GBGM missionaries Cherlue and Mang Vang connected with 
the adults who brought some of the younger children to the outreach. When the 
activity was over, we enjoyed a meal together, and every child went home with 
snacks and a gift (and in many cases extra food to take home to their families). 
 
We want to thank Bishop Lindsey Davis and all of the churches of the Kentucky 
Annual Conference for their generous support that has made it possible to plant this 
church in Sakaeo. You have changed the lives of the people of this district. Because 
of your Christian love, there is now a Gospel witness in this unreached district. 
Thank you for supporting the Pioneering Pastors Project of the Thailand Methodist 
Mission. You are making a difference across the globe for the sake of Jesus Christ 
and the Thai people. 
 
 
 



Wheat-Free, Not Jesus-Free 

By Matt Johnson, Pastor, The Community 
 
Several years ago I visited a church and behind the pulpit I found a small box of 
gluten-free, corn-free, soy-free, dairy-free, egg-free, nut-free, yeast-free 
communion wafers.  I’m honestly not sure what was actually in the wafers, but I 
remember joking with some friends, “At least they’re not Jesus-free!” Little did I 
realize how that joke would come back to haunt me. 
 
Last fall I was diagnosed with some severe food allergies. I visited a doctor who 
diagnosed me with an extreme wheat allergy, a corn allergy and nut allergies. 
Needless to say, this has drastically changed my life. I cannot eat anything 
containing wheat without becoming very ill for weeks. My diet has done a complete 
180, and there are many foods that I miss: donuts, pizza, cream puffs, cake, 
bread, etc.  When I was first diagnosed I realized that there would be many things 
off limits, but there was one thing that I didn’t expect that has caught me off guard. 
I am no longer able to participate in communion. 
 
I am in the process of planting a church called The Community. We are not yet at 
the stage where we meet on a weekly basis, so I have visited many churches in the 
past few months. While they are all very unique, one thing remains the same: I am 
unable to fully engage in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as eating a small 
piece of bread would set back my allergies for weeks. Over and over again I have 
watched as a pastor consecrates the elements and invites the congregation 
forward, knowing full well that I will remain in my seat. This has been one of the 
most isolating and lonely experiences of my life.  I deeply desire to feast at the 
table of Christ, yet I know that I am very limited in my ability to participate. I 
realize that this is not done intentionally, but it has become a very alienating 
experience. Thus, I am writing this to encourage pastors and churches to make 
Christ’s table open to all who wish to participate.   
 
Currently, over 12 million Americans suffer with a food allergy, and the number is 
growing quickly. As we continue to invite visitors and friends to experience Christ’s 
presence at the table, we must make sure that they can fully participate when they 
arrive. Even if no one in your church currently has a food allergy, I would 
encourage you to have allergen free wafers on hand as an act of faith…believe that 
God will send people to your congregation who are seeking to engage the life of the 
church. Consider it an act of radical hospitality to set a small plate of wafers on the 
altar every Sunday next to the bread, believing that we truly practice an open 
table. Make sure that people know that they have options, so that no one comes to 
the table fearing illness if they eat the bread. Cokesbury sells these wafers online 
for less than $10 a box, and while they aren’t as good as a homemade loaf of 
bread, they permit allergy sensitive folks to experience Christ’s presence in tactile 
ways. While they are free of many things, thankfully they aren’t Jesus-free. 
 


