
The Spirit
      Newsletter of the Madisonville District of the United Methodist Church 

 Sent for your prayers and /or actions as God Leads                                                                          Dr. Jay F. Smith, District Superintendent	     

...From the desk of Dr. Jay

“Breathing In, Instead of ‘Tuckered Out’”

Let me begin by saying, I love the holidays—the decorations, the food, the music, the food, the smells, the food, 
the parties, the food—I love this time of year! No one has ever had any reason to call me a “party pooper pas-
tor.” I enjoy this time of year very, very much—always have, always will. In spite of all that I will look forward 
to and enjoy again this holiday season, I know that at some point I will inevitably engage in a conversation 
something like this:

 “How you doing?”  “Fine. Just real busy, you know how it is this time of year.
 It just gets crazy—family, gifts, parties. I don’t know how I’m gonna get it all done…”

And so the conversation goes. Most of us say to ourselves every year, and we mean it, that this year is going to 
be different. This year, we intend to not be so rushed. This year, we intend to cutback or scale down. This year, 
we intend to be less busy, less stressed, less overwhelmed, less, to use an expression with which I grew-up, 
“tuckered out.” We intend to, and yet, it is so hard. There is so much we could do and want to do and enjoy do-
ing. It is so difficult to set limits, to establish boundaries, to once again not find ourselves on December 31st 
crawling breathlessly into a new year.

I want to encourage us to give ourselves this Advent and Christmas season a gift that will truly  keep on giving, a gift 
that will keep on reviving and enlivening and enriching our lives. I want to encourage us to give ourselves the gift of 
“breathing in,” the gift of times where we just stop to rest, to reflect, to remember, to be still, to pray, to listen, to catch 
our breaths and to breathe in God’s love, God’s peace, God’s joy.

I have been a pastor for almost 25 years, I know how absolutely exhausting this time of year can be. I also know 
that no one will make any of us take this time for ourselves and our families. No one will force or demand that 
we give ourselves these times of breathing in. To the contrary, some folks might resent that we take these times 
for ourselves instead of exhausting ourselves like they are with all the busyness of the season. Remember, mis-
ery, even and especially, holiday misery loves company!

So dear friends, let’s make a conscious, intentional decision about the holidays this year. Join with me in breath-
ing in, instead of being tuckered out. Let’s be different, go against the crowd, take a stand by sitting down, to 
breathe in and allow the One who came in Bethlehem to come again to bless us and renew us.

Grace, peace, love and tidings of great joy to all of you!
Dr. Jay
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Wesleyan Values for December -  A time to Celebrate the Christmas Gift of God’s Grace
                                      by:   Bishop Michael J. Coyner - Indiana
The season of Advent and Christmas is a joyous time in all United Methodist Churches, and yet it affords some 
special challenges for us to teach a Wesleyan understanding of this gift of Christ without falling into the con-
sumerism and crassness of our culture.  While much of the world is focusing upon the exchange of gifts, our 
Wesleyan values remind us that the coming of Christ is a sign of God’ prevenient grace.  God’s love came to us 
before we did anything to deserve it. One way for congregations to celebrate this true meaning of Christmas is 
to focus upon giving to others who may or may not deserve our gifts.   December is truly a time to celebrate the 
Christmas Gift of God’s Grace.

Around the District  
Clergy Spotlight          The Shucks - Rev. Jim and Rev. Brad
! The Madisonville District is honored to have a father and son serving churches within our bounds.  Rev. Jim 
Shuck is in his first year of ministry at the Sebree UMC after serving 22 years at Rockcastle, Dyers, and Siloam.
His youngest son, Brad is serving the Ledbetter-Smithland Charge.  This family brings deep faith and commitment to 
their congregations.   Jim and Leota have two sons, Brad and Bryan.  Bryan, who is a full time student, is the pianist at 
Dyers Chapel UMC.   Jim and Leota have a passion for mission work and have served in Athens, MI on an Indian Res-
ervation, Haiti, and the bush country of Jamaica.  Brad and Amanda have four sons, Dakota, Joey, Wesley, and Trenton. 
They are deeply grateful for the many prayers that have been lifted for their family during this past year!  Brad has 
served the Ledbetter congregation for  3 years and this year added the Smithland church to the charge.

“Focus on Response Recovery and Rebuilding” 
notes #om District Response Coordinator,  Rev. Jack Larwa   

Plans for New Life for A New Year include - Basic Early Response Team Training. We are working through 
UMCOR to provide the training beginning on Friday Afternoon (Jan 29) from 1 PM - 5 PM and Saturday (Jan 
30) from  9 AM - 3 PM.  This would provide the 8 hours required to receive credentials.   At least 12 persons 
are required to be able to offer the course.  If you have a team willing to be trained as EARLY RESPOND-
ERS, please contact the District Office or Rev. Larwa.   Early Responders are about providing a caring Chris-
tian presence in the aftermath of disaster.  They are not first response of emergency workers, nor a recovery, 

The Saratoga Congregation invites you to share their Christmas Program on 
December 9, 2009 at 6 PM.

Other churches who have Special Christmas Activities to share with the district, 
please send them to  bhglover@mac.com 

a special News Flash of Christmas Activities will go out next week.
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“Mission Moments”  
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 Steve McVay,  District Mission Team Leader

Oakland UMC and Linton UMC invite you to join them for a 
Fundraiser for the  Red Bird Missionary Conference   

Feb 13, 2010 starting at 4:00 at the Linton UMC 
 

Plate lunches will be offered for $7.00 for adults and $4.00 for children under 12.
 

The plates consist of BBQ and Burgoo and bread and veggies, and drinks!

What a great way to dine with your Valentine and help Red Bird!

 

District Youth Ra$y
Sunday, March 7, 2010 

Please mark your calendars now! 

Youth Pastors, Youth Leaders, Sunday School Teachers and 
Youth Workers are needed to help in planning this event!  

The desire is to have as many churches as possible participate. 

If you have persons in your church willing to help in the planning 
please send name and contact information to 

Rev. Ken Hundley, Associate Pastor, Madisonville First UMC
ken@madisonvillefumc.com 

Should you have questions, call Ken at  MFUMC 821-5734
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             Church Spotlight    -  Princeton First United Methodist Church
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           The Madisonville District proudly Honors the

   Princeton First United Methodist Church

  who was recognized at the 3rd Kentucky Conference African American Ministries Banquet

                                 held in Frankfort, KY on October 22, 2009

Pastor, Pat Major, Ballard Maxie, J.D. Wilson, Rose Harris, Sarah Harris, Kenna Harris, Randy 
Major, along with Dr. Smith were present for the event.  Bishop Davis and his wife, Jennifer,  
are seen here in pictures with the congregation.



_____________________________________________________________________

     Holy Land Travelers
Please remember in prayer our Bishop, Ordinands, and others who departed Dec.1 on the 
Holy Land Trip. We ask that you be in prayer for their safety and for the blessings
of this marvelous land of our Lord.   Matt Seel and David Harting, pastors from our
district and some lay folks from around the district have accompanied our Bishop on this 
trip of a life time.   They will return on the 10th!
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Blessing of  Quilts

On November 8, the beautiful quilts shown above were blessed with prayer during the 
morning worship of Onton UMC.  The two quilts were quilted by the Onton UMW 

Quilters for the Mary Kendall Home in Owensboro.

The quilting ministry has been on-going for the past twenty years.  The monies they have 
earned have allowed them to do many local projects as well as numerous outreach 
missions.  Other quilts have been donated to Hospice, the Onton Hay Day Celebration 
and of course the KY United Methodist Children’s Homes.

The quilters meet each Wednesday to work on their projects.  Besides the good work they 
have accomplished by quilting, it has provided many hours of fellowship for the group.
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Corona de Vida
Epiphany Service

January 3, 2010
4:oo PM  

followed by Dinner - $ 5 each

You are invited to come and share this
service with Corona de Vida
Please bring Your Children to 

participate in the 
processional and service!

Should you have questions, 

Please contact :
Dr. Isabel Soberal, Pastor 
Corona de Vida

Phone:   270-348-1477

E-mail:   IsbSb@aol.com
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New Life for a New Year 
January 30, 2010

9 AM - 3 PM

Madisonville District Training Day for 2010 
Dr. Jay F. Smith, District Superintendent

New Life For a New 
Year of Min!try     

2010

    Training for Local          

  Church Members
                       

There will be something for everyone.

Lunch and Child Care provided. 

CEU's Available

Specific Workshops to help in fulfilling

responsibilites within the local church

January 30, 2010

9:30 AM - 3 PM

Hopkinsville  First 

UMC

You don't want to miss!

     ON-LINE REGISTRATION 
  Available at the KY Conference

   website:  kyumc.org
After  January 3, 2010

Topics
Building Children's Ministries  

Early Response Team Training

Healthy Churches

Staff  Parrish Relations Com.

Tips for Finance Com/Treas

A True Heart for Worship

Safe Sanctuaries for Laity

Calling All Lay Leaders

Faith Sharing for United Methodists

Becoming a praying congregation

Trustee Responsibilities

Make A Way - Demographics

Being Mission Minded

T.I.M.E.   Cokesbury Evangelism

UMCOR  - Early Response Team Training - Team or Individuals
    This workshop requires hands-on training as well as class room experiences.  This session

will begin at 1PM on Friday Afternoon and run to 5 PM  and ALL Day on Saturday.   Taught by 

Rick Hill, UMCOR,  this class will prepare you to help in times of disaster either locally or in 

other conferences.  -  Any questions should be referred to:  Rev. Jack Larwa, District DRC
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S.O.S. Retreat
Worship Service will begin at  6:30 PM Saturday Evening, February 27 and at 9 AM on Sunday            
morning, departure will be after 3 PM on Sunday February 28.  

           Developing principled Christian leaders for the church and the world. 

Sabbath on Sunday
 

A spiritual time apart for reflection, study, 

fellowship, and worship at beautiful "Pennyrile 

State Resort Park" located off highway 109, 

between Hopkinsville and  Dawson Springs, KY.

Together, through a time of study and retreat, we will further 

explore "The Three Simple Rules"  

A  Wesleyan Way of Life, by Reuben P. Job. 

Our time of worship and praise will be led by Valerie Keller.  

A very talented and spiritually gifted musician, Valerie will 

again guide us as we express our faith in song.  

Rooms have been reserved at a cost of $59.95+ tax per room double occupancy.  Over night stay is 

the choice of the pastors and spouse.  Some persons may want to come early or stay later *To 

reserve a room, call the Park directly 270-797-3421.   Dress will be WARM casual  attire!   

The Madisonville District is pleased to offer this time of "TEAM BUILDING" and encourages EVERY 

Pastor to use the time to tend to his or her own soul. 

        We must tend to our own soul before we can tend the flock!

View from the Dining Room of the Lodge

Lodge at Pennyrile
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May ! Joy of ! Season of "r Savior's Bi#h       
be a bl$sed time for y" and y"r family!

                Dr Jay, Ann, & Brenda
     See y" at ! Ch%&mas Dinner - F%day, Dec.4, 6PM



Upcoming Events and Dates to Remember
December 1 - 10, 2009	
	
 Bishop Davis - Holy Land Classic 2009  
December 4, 2009	
   	
 District Christmas Dinner,  Madisonville First UMC  Gathering 6 PM Dinner 6:30 PM
January 14, 2010 	
 	
 Pastor’s Meeting,  Princeton First UMC
January 16, 2010	
 	
 Lay Academy of Church Excellence (LACE)  Earlington UMC  9 AM - 4 PM
January 25, 2009	
 	
 DLT,  Pembroke UMC,  6:30 PM 
January 30, 2009	
 	
 Winter Blitz,  Ky Fair Expo. Center, Louisville, KY
January 29 - 30, 2010	
 	
 New Life for A New Year, Hopkinsville First UMC  
February 1, 2010	
 	
 Western Regional Districts  Meeting,  Bowling Green,  Path I & New Church Starts
February 27-28, 2010	
 	
 Sabbath on Sunday - Pennyrile State Park, Dawson Springs, KY 
March 7, 2009	
 	
 	
 District Youth Rally,  Madisonville First UMC
Spring 2010          	
 	
 Small Membership Church Workshop - “Keys to Effective Ministry”
May 22, 2010	
 	
 	
 District Conference, Ogden Memorial, Princeton KY
May 23-30, 2010 	
 	
 KY License to Preach School, Lindsey Wilson College, Columbia KY
June 9-12, 2010	
	
 	
 Kentucky Annual Conference, Northern KY Convention Center, Covington, KY

Madisonville District of the KY Conference
of the United Methodist Church
140 South Main Street
Madisonville, KY 42431
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