
 The Spirit  
      Newsletter of the Madisonville District of the United Methodist Church 

 Sent for your prayers and /or actions as God Leads                                                                          Dr. Jay F. Smith, District Superintendent	     

...From the desk of Dr. Jay
     Happy New Year and Blessings to each of you!
I want to first thank you on behalf of Marian and Jericho for your generous Christmas gift presented to us at our 
District Christmas Dinner back on December 4th --seems like a long time ago now! The cards and other tokens 
of your love and gratitude were and are greatly appreciated. We continue to feel so very, very blessed to be serv-
ing with each of you and your churches in this district. Please express our thanks to your congregations!

Second, I want to thank all of you and your churches who were able to respond to our last minute request before 
Christmas to provide gifts for the children at the Mary Kendall Home in Owensboro. With such short notice, I 
did not know what to expect, but once again, you did not disappoint. You came through as you always do! With 
your help, we were able to send over $4500 to the Home—thanks be to God! They were overwhelmed with 
gratitude. Please share my deep, deep appreciation with the good and generous folks in your churches—thank 
you, thank you, thank you!

Third, I hope you are excited about how God will continue to use you and your church to make Christ’s kingdom more 
real and more known in 2010! 

Once again, in order to help you and your church leaders get off to the absolute best start possible, I am thrilled 
to share with you the details of our Fourth Annual “New Life for a New Year in Ministry” training event that 
will be held at Hopkinsville First UMC on Saturday, January 30th from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (Continental 
breakfast will be available beginning at 9:00 a.m. for “early birds”!)  Once again, our District Director of Lead-
ership & Discipleship Formation, Brenda Glover, has spent hours and hours planning and coordinating this 
year’s event. As you know, last year’s event had to be cancelled due to the ice storm. Start praying now for no 
ice! I know that you join me in expressing our gratitude to Brenda for all her hard work! 

What follows is a brief description of the 15 workshops that we will be offering that day! I am confident that you will 
find something helpful for you and your leaders as you begin a new year in ministry together. 

My hope for this training event has been to cover as many “bases” as possible.  I know that it pleases God very 
much when we open ourselves to new ideas and new learnings. “New Life for a New Year in Ministry” will of-
fer all of us an opportunity to do just that—to the glory of God! I look forward to our time together on January 
30th –again, start praying now for good weather! 

Grace, peace and hope for a tremendous new year of ministry!      
Dr. Jay

J A N U A R Y     2 0 1 0
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 Wesleyan Values for January - A Time to Renew Our Covenant with God
                                    by:   Bishop Michael J. Coyner - Indiana
 There is nothing magical about the flip of the calendar from the old year to the New Year, even though 
eighty-eight percent of all Americans make New Year’s resolutions each year.  In the United States before 9/11, 
the number one resolution was to “loose weight”.  After 9/11 that changed to “spend more time with my family.”
Somehow, even American culture senses a need for change, a fresh start, and a new beginning. 
 As United Methodists, the month of January offers us the opportunity to make that new beginning in the 
Wesleyan tradition by reaffirming our covenant with God.  Scripture teaches us that God’s covenant with us is 
eternal and calls us to recommit our lives to God.  In Jesus Christ, we see the fulfillment of the promise in 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 of a new covenant, written upon our hearts.   Wesley’s Covenant Prayer (pg. 607 MH) can be 
used in a variety of worship and educational settings.  Let January be a time for renewing your covenant with 
God, both individually and as a congregation.

Around the District  
Clergy Spotlight          Rev. Ken Hundley
Ken has served as Student Ministries Pastor at Madisonville FUMC for 22 years.  He and Susan 
have been married for 29 years - she is employed with the Hopkins County Board of Education.  
They have two children; Micah who is 22 and a senior at the University of Kentucky and 
Hannah 20, is a junior at the University of Louisville.  Ken is recognized throughout the Confer-
ence for his work with NEW SONG,  Winter Blitz and other youth activities.  

The Hanson UMC Congregation invites you to 
“New Beginnings”  a New Year Revival

	
 	
 	
 January 22, 23, 24, 2010 at Hanson United Methodist Church

Friday, Jan. 22 at 7 p.m.--Pastor Brent Waltrip preaching; dulcimer music
Saturday, Jan. 23 at 7 p.m.--Rev. Gary Ball preaching; Andy Roberts, soloist
Sunday, Jan. 24, 11 a.m.--Dr. Jay Smith preaching; Gina Kirby, soloist

They are inviting friends from around the district to join in this special time of worship at Hanson!  
They, along with all of you, are praying for an awesome 2010 filled with kingdom growth! 

Worship requires active participation!  It is not a spectator sport!
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“Fundraiser for Red Bird”  
	
 	
 	
 	
 	


Oakland UMC and Linton UMC invite you to join them for a 
Fundraiser for the  Red Bird Missionary Conference   

Feb 13, 2010 starting at 4:00 at the Linton UMC 
 

Plate lunches will be offered for $7.00 for adults and $4.00 for children under 12.
The plates consist of BBQ and Burgoo and bread and veggies, and drinks!

What a great way to dine with your Valentine and help Red Bird!
 

District Youth Ra$y
Sunday, March 7, 2010 

Please mark your calendars now! 

Youth Pastors, Youth Leaders, Sunday School Teachers and 
Youth Workers are needed to help in planning this event!  

The desire is to have as many churches as possible participate. 

If you have persons in your church willing to help in the planning 
please send name and contact information to 

Rev. Ken Hundley, Associate Pastor, Madisonville First UMC
ken@madisonvillefumc.com 

Should you have questions, call Ken at  MFUMC 821-5734

More information including registration found on the Conference website!  
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Church Spotlight    -  Pembroke United Methodist Church
Pembroke UMC

345 E. Nashville St.
Pembroke, Ky 

was first organized as the Salubria 
Methodist Episcopal Church South in 
the early 1800’s.  Some fifty years later 
the congregation moved to the nearby 
community of Pembroke on January 15, 
1897.  Several additions were built and 
stained glass windows added.  The  
building was then destroyed by fire in 
1951.  The Church was rebuilt and 
stands today.  Several years and remodel-
ing have occurred since that time. The 
warm loving grace of God has withstood 
the test of time and this house of God is 
 still standing inviting persons today to 
Come and Catch the Spirit with them. 
              Rev. Mike Atkins, Pastor

        

Happy Anniversary 

                   
           Rev. Bill & Louise Evans          Sammie & Rev. Hilda Bentley 

  50th  Anniversary                             60th   Anniversary
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Lay Academy of Church Excellence
will begin our 2010 Year with Session One at Earlington UMC on January 16, 2010.  Begin-
ning at 9 AM and concluding at 3:30 PM., United Methodists have an opportunity to learn 
and experience basics of our great church.   The Academy also provides the training re-
quired for Lay Speaker Certification.   Persons nominated by their respective Charge Con-
ferences will be trained in sharing God’s word as Lay Speakers.  This training is available 
to persons who may desire to more actively participate in their church but not be a lay 
speaker who fills the pulpit.   Sessions: One, Two and Three are required for certification. 
Check out the District Web-site for more information!
Call Jeri Parish, District Director of Lay Speaking for assistance.

Christmas Dinner 2009
December 4, 2009

Madisonville First UMC and Catered by Janice’s Catering

Pictures are posted on the 
KAC Website

www.kyumc.org
Please check our website for new information between News Letters.

If you would like something posted on the website, give Brenda a call at 270-871-0982.
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                                Mission Moments
    by Rev. Steve McVay,  District Mission Team Leader

	
 ”Give me a hand when I’ve lost the way.  Give me your shoulder to cry on.  Whether the day 
is bright or gray, give me your heart to rely on.” Some of us in our second half-century of living 
may recognize these words as lyrics from the 1950’s song “Little Things Mean Alot.”  Although 
written as an expression of gratitude for tokens of love between two individuals, the title itself 
has far-reaching implications.

      During the days before Christmas, an invitation was given to the churches of our district to 
something special for residents of the Mary Kendall Home in Owensboro.  It was a “little” 
invitation, but our people responded in a big way providing more than $4,500.00 to help make 
the season a very memorable one for girls who depend in many ways on the love and generosity 
of people like you.

      I don’t know any details about the gifts.  My guess is that some were little in comparison to 
others.  But the size of the gift is unimportant, for little things coming from caring people with 
big hearts indeed mean alot and can make a big impact on little lives. Thank you.

       One more thing.  Speaking of generosity and our missional impact as a district, January is the 
month in which many of our churches ordinarily receive special gifts for “Human Relations Day.”  
Not this year.  A few weeks ago pastors received a mailing concerning the Madisonville District’s 
involvement in a denomination-wide pilot project.  Our district is one of two districts in the
Southeastern Jurisdiction, and one of ten districts overall that will be combining 5 of the 6 
“Special Sundays with Offerings” into one “Opportunity Sunday” in October.  The one special 
that is not included is “One Great Hour of Sharing” on the fourth Sunday in lent.  A comparison 
will be made between support for these five specials this year and that in previous years.  This 
may seem like a little, and perhaps insignificant change in the way of doing things.  But again,
 little things can potentially mean a lot for those depending on our support of the ministries 
funded through these channels.

      Thank you for the many ways you are involved in God’s mission. Have a great new year.  

Sabbath on Sunday
February 27 & 28, 2010
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New Faith Communities                
Monday, February 1st 
        9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Greenwood Campus 
Broadway United Methodist Church 
5609 Scottsville Road                                    
Bowling Green, Kentucky 

Gary Shockley is the Path 1 Team Leader for the new church 
starts in the General Board of Discipleship of the United Methodist 
Church.  Gary will share his previous experience and strategies as 
a church planter and coach for pastors and laity interested in es-
tablishing new communities of faith and ministries to reach new 
people for Christ.         0.5 CEU credit   Cost:  $10 

 

 

              

   

 

    

  UMCOR  ERT  Training  -  January 29 (1-5 PM)  &  January 30 (ALL DAY) 

 

The mission of an early response team is to provide a caring Christian presence in the 
aftermath of a disaster.   

The team is neither a first response group of emergency workers nor a recovery, rebuild or repair 
team.  Rather, it fills a specific need in the early days after a disaster to establish the presence of the 
church.

It is important to understand that ERTs are trained primarily to respond within their own commu-
nity.  To travel to another district, conference or jurisdiction requires an invitation from that area’s 
ERT coordinator.

All ERTs are trained by authorized UMCOR trainers and given badges by UMCOR and/or their 
own conference.  No one under the age of 18 should serve on an ERT.   This is a hands-on opportu-
nity available here in the Madisonville District.

Persons may attend individually or as part of a team!   Please prayerfully consider this need!
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Madisonville District Training Day 
 

 
    

 # Topics Presenters Target Audience 
1 Building Children's Ministries Joe Patterson Children's Ministry 

*2 Early Response Team Training Rick Hill, UMCOR Disaster Response 
3 Healthy Churches Brenda Glover ALL United Methodists 
4 Staff Parrish Relations Com. Dr. Tom Smith, KAC SPPR Committee 
5 Tips for Finance Com/Treas Michael Watts, KAC Finance Com./Treasurers 
6 A True Heart for Worship Rev. Paige Williams Worship Leaders /ALL UM 
7 Safe Sanctuaries for Laity Rev. Julie Love, KAC ALL United Methodists 
8 Calling All Lay Leaders Carol Ackley Lay Leaders 
9 Faith Sharing for Christians Rev. Weyman McGuire ALL United Methodists 

10 Becoming a Praying Church Cokesbury Staff ALL United Methodists 
11 Trustee Responsibilities Michael Watts, KAC Trustees 
12 Make A Way - Demographics Brenda Glover Council Members 
13 Being Mission Minded Rev. Julie Love, KAC ALL United Methodists 
14 Together in Ministry Every Day Peggy Shearon ALL United Methodists 
15 Clergy Wellness Marian Smith All Pastors 

 

 
 
 
 

Morning Only Afternoon Only All  Day 
 #3 #9 #1 Children's Ministries 
 #4 #10 *#2 Early Response Training 
 #5 #11 *Friday Afternoon Jan. 29th 1 -5  PM 
 #6 #12 and ALL DAY on Saturday 
 #7 #13  
 #8 #14  
 #15   
 
 
Children’s Ministries and Early Response Training are both ALL DAY events. 
Sessions 3 – 8 and 15 are offered in the morning.  Sessions 9 – 14 are offered in the 
afternoon. Please make your selections and register either on – line, through your 
church, or by calling the District Office  - 270-825-2352. 



Upcoming Events and Dates to Remember
January 14, 2010 	
 	
 Pastor’s Meeting,  Princeton First UMC  9 AM
January 16, 2010	
 	
 Lay Academy of Church Excellence (LACE)  Earlington UMC  9 AM - 3:30 PM
January 16, 2010 	
 	
 Dr. Martin Luther King Celebration,  10 AM,  Asbury UMC, Owensboro, KY 
January 25, 2010 	
 	
 DLT,  Pembroke UMC,  6:30 PM 
January 30, 2010	
 	
 Winter Blitz,  Ky Fair Expo. Center, Louisville, KY
January 29, 2010	
 	
 Early Response Team Training (NLNY)  1 - 5 PM,  Hopkinsville First UMC
January 30, 2010	
 	
 New Life for A New Year, Hopkinsville First UMC  
February 1, 2010	
 	
 Western Regional Districts  Meeting,  Bowling Green,  Path I & New Church Starts
February 18, 2010 	
 	
 Children’s Advocacy Day  Frankfort KY, Capitol Rotunda,  9 AM - 2:30 PM EDT
February 20, 2010	
 	
 Lay Academy of Church Excellence (LACE) Christian Heights UMC  9 AM - 3:30 PM
February 27-28, 2010	
 	
 Sabbath on Sunday - Pennyrile State Park, Dawson Springs, KY 
March 7, 2010	
 	
 	
 District Youth Rally,  Madisonville First UMC
March 20, 2010	
 	
 Lay Academy of Church Excellence (LACE)  Trinity UMC, 9 AM- 3:30 PM
March 27, 2010       	
 	
 Small Membership Church Workshop - “Keys to Effective Ministry”, Dr. Ron Crandall
April 22, 2010	
 	
 	
 “Old Testament Preaching”, Dr. John Ragsdale, Professor Emeritus, KWC
May 22, 2010	
 	
 	
 District Conference, Ogden Memorial, Princeton KY
May 23-30, 2010 	
 	
 KY License to Preach School, Lindsey Wilson College, Columbia KY
June 9-12, 2010	
	
 	
 Kentucky Annual Conference, Northern KY Convention Center, Covington, KY

Madisonville District of the KY Conference
of the United Methodist Church
140 South Main Street
Madisonville, KY 42431
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