
The Spirit
      Newsletter of the Madisonville District of the United Methodist Church 

 Sent for your prayers and /or actions as God Leads                                                                          Dr. Jay F. Smith, District Superintendent	     

...From the desk of Dr. Jay
      “I Guarantee!”

“I guarantee.”  Those are two words that I have learned to use sparingly. In fact, I rarely use them. Like you, I 
learned growing up that there are really only two things in this life that are “guaranteed”—death and taxes, as a 
Christian, I would have to add at least one more, resurrection! But the point we all learned was be very careful 
how you use those two words—“I guarantee.”

Having said that, I want to give you and the people you serve in ministry a “guarantee.” I guarantee that if you 
will come to the “Festival of Living Faith” with Dr. George Morris at Madisonville First on November 20th 
and 21st , you will be blessed, you will be glad you came, you will learn how to share your faith more effec-
tively, you will learn how to reach people for Jesus Christ in a way that is authentically Wesleyan and has integ-
rity, you will learn how to reach people for Jesus Christ that does not involve guilt, fear or manipulation. Wait, I 
think that is actually five guarantees, I better stop!

The point I am trying to make is that I cannot more highly recommend the “Festival of Living Faith” to you 
and your people. You can find all the details in this newsletter. You also should have already received some bul-
letin inserts from Brenda with all the information. Since we will be sharing a meal both days, you can’t get 
more United Methodist than that (!), we will need RSVPs in order to prepare enough food and materials for eve-
ryone. As most of you already know, this event will serve as our November Pastors’ Meeting.

The reason I can be so bold in “guaranteeing” this event is that George Morris was one of those seminary teach-
ers of mine who literally changed my whole understanding of what it means for all of us to be evangelists for 
Jesus Christ. As a student, he turned my theological world upside down helping me realize how I had spent 
most of my life running from an angry and overbearing God instead of running to a God revealed in Jesus 
Christ who invited me and the whole world into a loving, grace-filled relationship with this seeking God. Dr. 
Morris helped me to realize that as a Christian, I do not seek God, God seeks me in Jesus Christ. I do not initiate 
a relationship with God, God initiates a relationship with me in Jesus Christ. I do not find God, God finds me in 
Jesus Christ.

So friends, I hope you can understand why it is without any hesitation that I can use two words that I rarely 
use--I guarantee. I guarantee you and your people will be blessed at the “Festival of Living Faith” with Dr. 
George Morris on November 20th and 21st –see you then!
Grace and Peace!
Dr. Jay

N O V E M B E R    2 0 0 9
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 Please turn in Reservations to the District Office by November 16th
Ca# or E-mail    Checks should be made payable to the Madisonvi#e District UMC
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Festival 
of

Living Faith
Dr. George Morris, Senior Professor 

World Methodist Evangelism, 
The World Methodist Council

November 20 - 21, 2009
Madisonville First UMC

200 Center St.
Madisonville, KY 42431

Cost - $20

Friday  Dinner 6 PM - Worship  7 PM
Saturday  9 AM - 3:30 PM  (Lunch Provided)

Child Care Provided



Wesleyan Values for November -   A Time to Give Thanks and Celebrate our Missions
                                      by:   Bishop Michael J. Coyner - Indiana
Giving to Missions and engaging in Missions is part of the DNA of United Methodists. Many congregations are currently 
engaged in local missions, be it food pantry, clothing closet, counseling center, relief efforts, and certainly Thanksgiving 
Offerings for missions. The source of our mission DNA can be traced back to John Wesley and his efforts to show his 
Christian faith by helping others.  November is a time for hands-on experiences in doing for other.  It can be a good time 
to work in soup kitchens, work in a homeless shelter  and provide meals at Thanksgiving.  It is a good time to teach our 
children what it means to help others.  November is also a good time to report to the congregations on mission efforts, 
trips and ways to share God’s love. Hearing such reports of what we’ve done is mutuality in missions and strengthens our 
mission DNA.  

Around the District  
Clergy Spotlight          Rev.Steve & Karen Proctor
! The Madisonville District welcomes Steve and Karen Proctor serving at Grand Rivers and Pisgah.  They are certainly not 
strangers as they have served in this area before.   Eight  years of  Steve’s thirty-four year ministry has been in  Livingston County. 
While there they commuted to Murray State and both graduated.  They have two adult children. Adam, born in Livingston County, 
designs traffic signals for the state.  Amish, their daughter, works at First & Farmers Bank in Burkesville.   Karen is a Speech and 
Language Pathologist Assistant for elementary & high schools in Cumberland County.   She works in Cumberland County through 
the week and comes home on weekends. Steve likes to hunt and both of them do a lot of reading.  Karen also teaches and does line 
dancing.  They are very happy to be serving here and enjoy working with their congregations.

Charge Conference Cluster Worship Services
! These times of praise and worship have been such a blessing in each of the counties of our District.

We are encouraged to hear the stories of how are churches are reaching out in missions to help those who are in need.

So many of you are stepping up to help the poor.  As the economy touches so many, you are helping children and older 

adults to meet physical needs.  A number of you are providing food pantries, clothes closets, backpack ministry food to 

children who have no food from Friday till Monday, and many many more.  God is leading us in helping the poor!

Only One Cluster Worship Service is remaining:  7 PM,  November 8th - St. John UMC - Christian Co.

“Focus on Response Recovery and Rebuilding” 
notes 'om District Response Coordinator,  Rev. Jack Larwa   

Plans for New Life for A New Year include - Basic Early Response Team Training. We are working through 
UMCOR to provide the training beginning on Friday Afternoon (Jan 29) from 1 PM - 5 PM and Saturday (Jan 
30) from  9 AM - 3 PM.  This would provide the 8 hours required to receive credentials.   At least 12 persons 
are required to be able to offer the course.  If you have a team willing to be trained as EARLY RESPOND-
ERS, please contact the District Office or Rev. Larwa.   Early Responders are about providing a caring Chris-
tian presence in the aftermath of disaster.  They are not first response of emergency workers, nor a recovery, 
rebuild or repair team.  It fills a specific need in the early days after a disaster to establish the presence of  the 
church.
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“Mission Moments”  
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 Steve McVay,  District Mission Team Leader

                            One of the lesser-known songs from the Broadway musical West Side Story is 
the song “One Hand, One Heart.”  What a beautiful way of describing the relationship 
which ideally exists between a husband and wife.  But these words can be applied to other 
relationships as well.  For example, when the writer of Acts describes the early Church, he 
writes, “All the believers were one in heart and mind.”  (4:32)

	
        Unfortunately, we twenty-first century Christians often find ourselves far from 
this ideal.  But the possibility, the goal of such oneness of heart and mind, is still present - 
including and especially in the area of missions.

        	
 A few days ago a group of people from the Saratoga UMC journeyed to Beverly, 
Kentucky, where we delivered gifts for the Red Bird Mission’s 2009 Christmas Assistance 
Program.  Although on site for only a few hours, such presence indicates a desire to be of 
“one hand” with the people served by the Mission and those engaged in this important 
ministry.

       	
	
 But our presence and the gifts which many of you provided also indicates a    
desire and the ability to be of “one heart” with the people of the RBMC, even though we 
are separated by many miles.  It’s important that we realize that it is with both one hand 
and one heart that we live into the unity of believers for which our Lord prayed. “Father, 
just as you are in me and I am in you, may  they... be one as we are one.”

        	
 ”One hand, one heart, till death do us part.”  What better way do we have of 
expressing our thanksgiving during the upcoming season than by our prayerful and uni-
fied support of God’s mission for our district, our denomination, and God’s reign.

October Red Bird Report – 

The Madisonville District had four churches with “Feet on the Ground” in Red Bird during 
this first month! (16 persons)       The Madisonville District UMW sent 607 assorted upc 
labels and 191 General Mills Box tops to Redbird Mission!   Praise be to God!
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           HELP WANTED
The Red Bird Mission in Eastern Kentucky 
was the destination of a work team of 
Hopkinsville First United Methodist Church 
the last week of October.  The five member 
team - Marlin Anderson, Happy Higgins, 
Wally Scott, Bob Williams, and Jim Wisby - 
worked on two homes in conjunction with 
the Mission Department of Community 
Housing Improvement.
The scope of the work on these two projects 
included repairing a leaking roof, replacing 
a wall and ceiling sheet rock, taping & 
mudding same, trimming out windows &

doors, installing base and crown molding, laying linoleum, and painting walls, ceilings and trim.
One of the most rewarding parts of the trip was the interaction wit these two families.  Their apprecia-
tion for the Red Bird Mission in general and the team work in particular was overwhelming.  The family 
 with the leaking roof stated that during the last rain storm, they had over 15 buckets /pots catching  
water leaks and had dumped out over 100 gallons of water!  It rained Wednesday and Thursday!  The 
woman of the home was ecstatic because there was not a single leak!  The team was relieved.  

The trip gave the team a better understanding and greater appreciation for the Eastern part of our State,  
the people who live there, and the Red Bird Mission and its importance in the Appalachian Region.  
Plans are already underway for another mission trip back there.  We highly recommend it!

         Provided by :  Jim Wisby  

District Youth Ra#y
Sunday, March 7, 2010 

Please mark your calendars now! 

Youth Pastors, Youth Leaders, Sunday School Teachers and 
Youth Workers are needed to help in planning this event!  

The desire is to have as many churches as possible participate. 

If you have persons in your church willing to help in the planning 
please send name and contact information to 

Rev. Ken Hundley, Associate Pastor, Madisonville First UMC
ken@madisonvillefumc.com 

Should you have questions, call Ken at  MFUMC 821-5734
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Church Spotlight     by Rev. Wayne Garvey, Pastor
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Marion United Methodist Church 
 

While a Marion circuit existed as far back as 1855, a formal congregation 
was not established until 1869, and only then at the insistence of Mrs. Kit
tie Hodge.  Learner P. Davidson was  the presiding elder,  and  the  church 
was  formed  with  10  charter  members.  The  infant  church  first  used  the 
Presbyterian  church  facilities  once  a month  for worship,  but  soon  built  a 
church  (which was  destroyed  by  a  storm  in  1890.)  The  building was  re
placed, and is currently in use by a Disciples of Christ congregation. But 
1911 saw the construction of our current facility, and on April 28, 1912, a 
grand procession (a city block) to the new church from the old brought the 

congregation to their first service in their new worship space. The new building cost $30,000, and it rested 
on an area called the “frog pond.” The frog pond was purchased for $550.00. The pastor, the Rev. Dr. Ar
thur Mather, ordered a pulpit Bible from his native England, but it went down with the Titanic. A second Bi
ble was ordered from the same firm, and is still in use today. 

 
 

 
 

   The story windows represented here are a beloved feature 
of  the  sanctuary,  providing  inspiration  to  young  and old,  and 
church  historian  Helen  Moore  has  conducted  many  tours  of 
the  sanctuary  giving  a  presentation  on  these  beautiful  win
dows. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Of course, every church loves and enjoys its children, and we’ve rejoiced in some
thing of  a baby boom with 1718 children having come along over  the  last 9  years. 
Pictured here is the children’s 2008 Christmas program. Joseph has just heard about 
the taxation, and is complaining about the distance he’ll have to travel. The centu
rion’s gruff, deepvoiced reply was, “Well then, you’d better get started!” 

 
 
 

In addition  to what one would expect  in  the  life of  the church,  (Sunday School, morning and evening 
worship, prayer meeting, United Methodist Women and their 5 Circles, etc.) we have been able to share in 
other opportunities and creative events throughout this year. We began the year with a group of 3540 mov
ing  through  Five  Practices  of  Fruitful  Congregations  together.  This  was  followed  up  by  our  annual 
Lenten Soup Suppers which  took 40  Days  of  Love  (a Purpose Driven Church Campaign)  as  a  focus. 
These small group learning opportunities have done much to unite us more and more as a family.     

 
 
 
 

                 On the Saturday of Mother’s Day weekend, one of the UMW circles 
sponsored a Gala Luncheon and Bridal Show, in which ladies of the church 
were invited to display or model their wedding gowns. Many were modeled 
by  daughters,  granddaughters, or other girls in the church. The “faith” 
component was bThe event evoked many wonderful memories, and it was 
a  truly  signature  event  as  the women  shared with  each  other  and many 
guests from the community. 

 
We decided to design our own VBS curriculum this year … so we built an air

plane fuselage in the basement, and supposedly flying to 
Niagara  Falls,  we  hit  a  time warp  that  threw  us  back  to 
Eden, The Ark, Joseph and his brothers, and Moses and 
the Exodus, and  the 10 Commandments. Pictured  to  the 
right are the elements we used in our Eden, in which the 
Almighty  (left)  dealt with  his wayward  creation and  gave 
them their new FALL wardrobe. We averaged 27 children, 

over half of whom were “guests” new to our church. After one skit, “God” was waiting behind a panel, and 
one of our guests, a little girl, seeing him, said, “I see God!” An adult said, “No, honey, that’s just Bro. Char
lie.” Undeterred, the little girl said, “God smiled at me!” It is our prayer for the children, and for anyone who 
comes through our doors, that they will sense “God smiled at me!” and be drawn to Him! 



Kentucky Conference UMW Mission Celebration      

 The theme of the 13th Annual Mission Celebration was "Sharing our Story".  It opened with repeating 
our PURPOSE and recognition of our special guest, Bishop Lindsey Davis; his wife Jennifer, talked on "Shar-
ing Mission". 
  The Rev. Patricia Thompson was guest speaker and spoke on "Sharing our History".  She is from 
New England, president of the Historical Society of the UMC and author of Courageous Past, 
Bold Future.  She talked about United Methodist Women and their 140 years in mission. 
 After the business meeting and installation of new officers for 2010 UMW were urged to make reserva-
tions for the 2010 Assembly in St. Louis.  A blessing for baby quilts was done by Virginia Burchett.  A won-
derful lunch with new and old friends was held, followed by gathering music by Nathaniel Mission folks. 
  The Rev. David MacFarland introduced his 17 year old daughter, Laura, who shared a Mission Trip to 
Uganda. A Memorial Service was held for those who passed away over the past year.  Meeting closed with 
Thanksgiving and Holy Communion by Rev. Debra Wallace Padgett, communion music by Cathy Mejia.  The 
14th Annual KY Conference Celebration will be held in Louisville District at Christ UMC.   

Representing our District were:  President Betty Warner, Al Warner, Linda Walker, Debbie Wicker, Joyce Mattingly, 
Shirley McVay, Maynette Joiner, Ann Richardson, JoAnn Smith, Carol Rice, Paula & Bi" Taylor, and Dr. Jay Smith                   
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Upcoming Events and Dates to Remember
November 5, 2009	
 	
 Hopkins Co. Clergy Cluster - RMC Cafeteria,  Noon
November 7, 2009	
 	
 Quadrennial Boundaries/Safe Sanctuaries Training,  Providence Rural UMC 
November 19, 2009	
 	
 Christian Co. Clergy Cluster - Fairview UMC, Noon
November 20-21	
 	
 Dr. George Morris - Festival of Living Faith  (Friday Evening through Saturday)  MFUMC
December 1 - 10, 2009	
	
 Bishop Davis - Holy Land Classic 2009  
December 4, 2009	
   	
 District Christmas Dinner,  Madisonville First UMC
January 14, 2010 	
 	
 Pastor’s Meeting,  Princeton First UMC
January 16, 2010	
 	
 Lay Academy of Church Excellence (LACE)  Earlington UMC  9 AM - 4 PM
January 25, 2009	
 	
 Pembroke UMC,  6:30 PM 
January 30, 2009	
 	
 Winter Blitz,  Ky Fair Expo. Center, Louisville, KY
January 30, 2010	
 	
 New Life for A New Year, Hopkinsville First UMC  
February 1, 2010	
 	
 Western Regional Districts  Meeting,  Bowling Green,  Path I & New Church Starts
February 27-28, 2010	
 	
 Sabbath on Sunday - Pennyrile State Park, Dawson Springs, KY 
March 7, 2009	
 	
 	
 District Youth Rally,  Madisonville First UMC
Spring 2010          	
 	
 Small Membership Church Workshop - “Keys to Effective Ministry”
May 22, 2010	
 	
 	
 District Conference, Ogden Memorial, Princeton KY
May 23-30, 2010 	
 	
 KY License to Preach School, Lindsey Wilson College, Columbia KY
June 9-12, 2010	
	
 	
 Kentucky Annual Conference, Northern KY Convention Center, Covington, KY

Madisonville District of the KY Conference
of the United Methodist Church
140 South Main Street
Madisonville, KY 42431
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