
The Spirit
      Newsletter of the Madisonville District of the United Methodist Church 

 Sent for your prayers and /or actions as God Leads                                                                          Dr. Jay F. Smith, District Superintendent	     

...From the desk of Dr. Jay

  “New Life for New Year in Ministry” District Training RESCHEDULED!

Just wanted to remind you all that our “New Life for a New Year” District Training Event has 
been rescheduled for this month!  We will gather at Hopkinsville First UMC on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 20th, from 8:30 a.m. to noon—please note the abbreviated schedule! You and those with 
you will still have the opportunity to benefit from two different workshops, we have simply 
shortened the amount of time you will spend in each session. This abbreviated schedule will 
allow everyone to be able to be on their way by lunch time—please note as well that you will 
be on your own for lunch, we are not providing lunch that day! My thanks to our host pastors, 
Paige Williams and Matt Seel, and all the good folks at Hopkinsville First for their flexibility 
and willingness to work with us to get this event rescheduled. Since last year’s training was 
“iced out,” we did not want to have to cancel again this year.

All the details about the rescheduled festivities are in this newsletter. My thanks as well to 
Brenda Glover for her tireless efforts in helping us find a way to have this year’s training
—“come snow or shine”!

I am looking forward to seeing you and your leaders on the 20th—weather permitting of course!

Grace and Peace!
Dr. Jay

Wesleyan Values for February -  A Time to Call for Commitment to Christ
                                      by:   Bishop Michael J. Coyner - Indiana
The month of February often includes Ash Wednesday and the beginning of the season of Lent.  It also includes
the Valentine’s Day in U.S. culture, which we can affirm as United Methodists, but our Wesleyan tradition chal-
lenges us to expand our concept of “true love.”  As followers of Jesus Christ, the Shema of the Old Testament 
expresses our true love: “You shall love the Lord Your God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength”  (Deu-
teronomy 6:4-5)  This is the first of the Ten Commandments, and it reminds us that we owe our first love to 
God.
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New Life for a New Year
February 20, 2010

Hopkinsville First United Methodist Church
1305 S. Main Street  Hopkinsville, KY

UMCOR EARLY RESPONSE TEAM TRAINING  FRIDAY, FEB. 19,  2010   1 PM  5 PM & ALL DAY SAT.
Instructor  Rick Hill, UMCOR STAFF

LAY ACADEMY OF CHURCH EXCELLENCE   9 AM  3 PM  Saturday  Open to ALL United Methodists 
who want to know more about Methodism

R E V I S E D   S C H E D U L E
SATURDAY MORNING ONLY

8:30 AM  9 AM   GATHERING    COFFEE  &  “MUFFINS FOR MISSIONS”  Equal Exchange Products

9  9:15 AM  OPENING    9:15  10:30 SESSION I     10:30  10:45 BREAK     10:45  NOON SESSION II

SESSION  I   WORKSHOPS
1.   Building Children’s Ministries     Joe Patterson, Broadway UMC  Bowling Green

2.Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committees   Rev. Dale Carden, Owensboro District Superintendent
3. Tips for Finance Chairs & Treasurers  Michael Watts, Kentucky Conference Treasurer

4. Healthy Churches  Brenda Glover,  District Staff
5. *Safe Sanctuaries for Laity   Rev. Julie Love, Kentucky Conference Staff 
6. Becoming a Praying Congregation Heather Tyner, Cokesbury Staff

7. Clergy Wellness  Marian Smith, RN, MSN, 

SESSION II  WORKSHOPS

2.  *Safe Sanctuaries for Laity   Rev. Julie Love, Kentucky Conference Staff   (CONTINUED)
8. Trustee Responsibilities  Michael Watts, Kentucky Conference Treasurer

9. Make a Way for the Future  Church Demographics for 2014  Brenda Glover, District Staff
10. Together in Ministry Every Day  Peggy Shearon, Cokesbury Staff

11.  Being Mission Minded  Rev. Steve McVay, District Mission Team Leader
12.  A True Heart for Worship  Rev. Paige Williams, Sr. Pastor of HFUMC

*Safe Sanctuaries for Laity is required for all persons participating in the ERT Training

NO NEED TO REREGISTER!
  

NEW Registrations,  by phone 2708252352, email  mvilledistumc@bellsouth.net
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Around the District  
Clergy Spotlight          Rev. Dr. J.Earl and Shelia Coker
! The Madisonville District is blessed by the addition of “Judge” and Shelia Coker serving at
St. John UMC, Hopkinsville.   Dr. Coker’s resume includes a wide array of experiences in both civilian 
and military life.  His security experience in handling intercontinental  ballistic missiles and serving as a 
Flight Commander and Operations Officer in the United States Air Force Officer Training School prepared 
him well for the administrative needs of a United Methodist Church Pastor.   Judge has experience in 
building programs and church growth activities.  Judge enjoys playing the guitar and mountain dulcimer,
golf, woodwork and reading.  Shelia is a self-trained expert in the area of antique furniture, glassware 
and turn-of-the century architecture.  They have four grown boys scattered around the country.  We are
thankful for their ministry in our district.

LORD’S ACRE CELEBRATION
On November 22, the Onton UMC celebrated its 56th year of having the Lord’s Acre Program on the Sunday 
before Thanksgiving.  The offering which goes into the  Building Fund amounted to $20,250.00.

In 1949, the Rev Leslie Chapman, a young minister, came to Onton as their pastor.  During his tenure he was 
instrumental in starting this program and much growth was seen for the church.  In 1953 when Rev. Chapman 
left, he was presented a gift of a friendship quilt.  Bro. Les, as he was fondly called often came back to the 
church and supported the program.   In November 2008 the largest offering in church history for the program 
amounted to $20,800 and was dedicated in honor of Bro. Les.   After his death on March 13, 2009, his children, 
Dr. Scott Chapman and Marilyn White donated the quilt back to the church.  The UMW had a shadow box made 
for the quilt, a picture of Bro. Les and the history of the Lord’s Acre Program enclosed within it.

During the morning worship, the shadow box was presented to the church as a memorial to Bro. Les and the 
Lord’s Acre Program.  The God Squad group of the church prepared a lunch for all to enjoy after the Celebra-
tion.  The continued success of the Lord’s Acre Program has made it possible to have a beautiful church, educa-
tional building, and recreational park with ball field, play ground, and concession stand.  The membership has 
continued to support this program to assure the future growth of the church and its missions.

            

The Original Lord’s Acre Program involved donating the 
proceeds of one acre of sold crops or sold livestock to the 

Lord.  Thus the Lord’s Acre was established.  As the commu-
nity moved somewhat from farming, folks began to give one 
hours pay or one days pay or whatever portion of their earn-
ings to the Lords Acre Program.  It is celebrated the Sunday 

before Thanksgiving as a means to say thank you to the Father 
who makes all things possible.
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“Focus on Response Recovery and Rebuilding” 
notes #om District Response Coordinator,  Rev. Jack Larwa   

Since January 12th, 2010 we have been faced with what seems to be an overwhelming task to 
help the earthquake survivors of Haiti.  We have all been faced with the heart wrenching photo-
graphs and news stories of families and children separated, lost and killed.  It may at times feel 
as though there is too much of a problem for us as individuals to make an effective response.  
Nothing could be further from the truth. 

 Every dollar we give to the Haiti Emergency through UMCOR goes directly to relief efforts 
which are already on the ground in Haiti.  So far our denomination has raised over 2million dol-
lars in aid and has already begun to provide food and other basic necessities to those in need. 
Our District alone has raised over $27 thousand dollars.  UMCOR has started what will be a 
long-term effort to help rebuild the country and bring hope to a devastated people.  You can fol-
low the progress of our missionaries at http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/ .  Make sure to fol-
low the links related to Haiti and watch the videos.
 

What can you do?  Each of us has the ability to give something.  Perhaps we can donate to the 
Haiti Emergency, Advance #418325.  You may give through your church or you may make 
checks payable to UMCOR and mail to UMCOR, PO Box 9068, New York, NY 10087.    If you 
have friends outside our denomination who are concerned about giving to other relief efforts 
and want to make sure that every penny of every dollar that is given will go to Haiti then en-
courage them to investigate our agency and our policies.  You have the resources to give them 
all the information they need.  Remember that UMCOR is often one of the first agencies into a 
crisis situation, but it is almost always one of the last to leave.  We stay for the long-haul.
 

Many of us have access to the resources necessary to build Health Kits.  We have all received 
News Flashes from the district office with instructions on how to assemble these kits. They pro-
vide essential resources in times of crisis.
 

Some of us may have been enrolled in the recently postponed Early Response Team training 
event.  The qualifications received in this event can put an individual on the path to going to 
Haiti and serving in person.  If you feel God's call in your life to go and serve in this way 
then the ERT training event will give you the tools you need to begin.  This training is invalu-
able for providing relief efforts no matter where the situation may occur.   The ERT event will 
occur on February 19th and 20th and registration may be completed by contacting the District 
Office at (270) 825-2352.
 

Know that every we effort we make to help will make a difference.  God calls us to get involved 
in ministry efforts to redeem the world.  Anytime we see anyone in need, we see the Lord in 
need (Matthew 25:40). 
Peace!
Jack Larwa
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Church Spotlight -Fairview UMC -Lyon Co.- Rev. Jamus Redd, Pastor
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Fairview United Methodist Church is located at 1692 Highway 62 East in Eddyville, Kentucky.  Since its 
founding in 1891, Fairview has had a vital ministry to its community, blending traditional elements of “Old 
Time Religion” with a contemporary witness to a timeless faith. 
 

The people of Fairview have a strong desire to serve.  This can be seen in their historic commitment to missions, 
both locally as well worldwide through the connectional system of the United Methodist Church. 
 

Fairview United Methodist Church made history by becoming a station church in June 2006 for the first time 
since its beginning.  Fairview began on the same charge with Chestnut Oak and Glenn’s Chapel United 
Methodist Churches in 1891.  In 1983 Fairview was placed on a charge with Eddyville United Methodist 
Church. Since becoming a station church, Fairview’s attendance has increased over 100 percent and our budget 
has increased over fifty percent.  We are seeking to better serve Jesus Christ by recently establishing a United 
Methodist Women’s Group and a United Methodist Youth Fellowship which hosts approximately twenty 
young people on Wednesday evenings.  Lat year they hosted a basketball tournament for youth groups across 
Lyon and Caldwell counties. 
 

On Sunday January 17, 2010 Dr. Jay Smith presided over a church conference where we voted to build a 
ministry center attached to our current structure to the glory of God.  We were blessed with 92 in Worship that 
day.   
 

We are very proud of our three certified lay speakers, Mr. Tom McManamay, Mr. Kim White, and Mrs. Jeri 
Parish, who also serves as District Lay Speaking Coordinator.  All three regularly fill pulpits in our district. 
 

The people of Fairview believe “the word of God should dwell in (us) richly.” Colossians 3:16.  Lay led Bible 
studies are held each Monday and Wednesday evening.  We have begun two new Sunday school classes this 
year.  Our Sunday morning Worship is at 10:30 am.  We are blessed by the continued dedication and witness of 
Bro. Steve McVay who leads our Sunday night worship. 
 
We are blessed to worship in an area wide singing with many other United Methodist Churches in our district 
on Fifth Sundays and to also worship with the residents of Christian Care Center in Kuttawa every other 
month. 
 

We worship and serve and amazing God.  We at Fairview pray God will increase our faith to reach more 
persons in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 



“Mission Moments”  
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 Steve McVay,  District Mission Team Leader

Oakland UMC and Linton UMC invite you to join them for a 
Fundraiser for the  Red Bird Missionary Conference   

Feb 13, 2010 starting at 4:00 at the Linton UMC 

Plate lunches will be offered for $7.00 for adults and $4.00 for children under 12.

The plates consist of BBQ and Burgoo and bread and veggies, and drinks!

                          What a great way to dine with your Valentine and help Red Bird!

Operation West Meets East:  Ministry with Our Sisters and Brothers of Red Bird 

continues in the planning stages.   The Madisonville District Mission Team will meet on 

February 22, 2010,  6:30 PM at Trinity United Methodist Church, Princeton, KY to plan 
specific actions for partnering with three churches and two pastors of Red Bird.   You will 
receive more information after their work is completed.  Also, please remember that the  
2010 KAC Mission Night Offering this year will go to Red Bird Missionary Conference. 

Thank you, Madisonville District for your response to the Haiti Disaster Relief.  Once 
again, your faithful, caring love has outpoured in time of need.  Churches who reported 
their donations to the District Office have given a  combined total of  over $30,000 to 
date.   A great number of Health Kits have been assembled and either mailed or been sent 
to the Conference for delivery to Haiti.  One of our faithful congregations is in the proc-
ess of assembling kits for storage within our District for immediate distribution in time 
of disaster.  We are eternally grateful to the Covington District who brought Health Kits 
to the Madisonville District last year during the Our Ice Storm.
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Children’s Advocacy Day in Frankfort
   February 18 (Thursday) is Children’s Advocacy Day in Frankfort at the Kentucky State 

legislature.  We have all seen the news of budget short falls.  There is a significant chance 

of cutbacks in funding for those who are most vulnerable.  This could also dramatically 

impact our Children’s Home.

   If you would like to help, contact Melinda Riles Smith at The United Methodist Homes for 

Children and Youth, PO Box 749, 2050 Lexington Pike, Versailles, KY  40383.  The phone 

number is 859-873-4481.

         Gen’ Thread Art
  P.O. Box 294 - Dixon, KY 42409
  
 Fashion Model Kenny Rogers modeled a hoodie
          the Linton Church has had made by these folks.

 Prices:  Hoodies
          Youth-Adult XL  - Cost $15 each
          Adult 2XL - 4XL - Cost $17 each
    Long Sleeved T-shirts
   Youth-Adult XL -Cost $9 each                          PHONE NUMBERS
   Adult 2XL-4XL - Cost $11 each                270-635-6860     270-635-1038 
         e-mail - leandreaduncan@bellsouth.net

      Lay Academy of Church Excellence - Session 2  - 
 February 20, 2010 at Hopkinsville First UMC 9 AM - 3 PM.
 Due to the rescheduling of our New Life for a New Year Training, we have changed the 
 location to the same site to facilitate persons who must slip in and out of both to meet
 responsibilities.  

 Remember .... LACE is for all believers, age 16 or older who desire to “grow in grace and knowledge of 
 our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ”.  ( 1 Peter 3:18 )

 Those persons pursuing Lay Speaking Training are required to participate  in order to be qualified for 
 basic speaking in their local church or for certified training to speak in other churches.  The District Lay  
 Speaking Ministry Team thanks the local churches for the warm hospitality extended as Lay Speakers 
 bring the Word of God in your churches on various occasions.  They also thank the pastors who 
 utilize Laity in the Kingdom Building within the Church.   
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      SUNDAY, MARCH 7, 2010  
                     Madisonville First United Methodist Church - Gym 
       
 
 
 
 
 

 

MisMission Projectsion Project  Focus Focus   

   “Nothing But Nets” 
     Bring Change or $ Bills 
 

         TARGET AUDIENCE – MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL 
                  COLLEGE STUDENTS WELCOME! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Call the District Office with # coming from your church by March 3, 2010!  270-825-2352 

For more information Contact:  
Ken Hundley  270-821-5734 or  
Joey Ashby 270-886-0277 
    

   Sam Kenneady of Loucon 
          Will be with Us! 

         

                                              

David Sparks, KAC Assoc. Director of 

Connectional Ministries for Young People     

  will be sharing … 

“When you leave the House” 



        

As your church makes plans for Lent and Easter activi-
ties and want to share those events with other con-

gregations of the District, please send an e-mail or call 
the office with the information.  We will attempt to 

get all of them in the March & April Newsletters!
        

           

KAC Annual Conference
Northern KY Convention 

Center, Covington, KY
Reservations may be made 
through the KY Conference 

Web-Site!

Quadrennial Boundaries and Safe Sanctuaries Training
The Schedule for 2010 is:
March 20, 2010 - Middletown UMC, Louisville, KY
August 14, 2010 - Grace on the Hill, Corbin, KY
November 6, 2010 - Broadway UMC, Bowling Green, KY

If you missed the training in either O’boro or Madisonville, these are the three dates for 2010.
Remember everyone is required to attend the session by the end of the Quadrennium in 2012.
Registration is available on the KAC website  www.kyumc.org

Congratulations to Rev. David Oaks, Ogden Memorial, Princeton, on the publication of his 
article in the Circuit Rider Feb.Mar.April edition.   The article , According to their Ability: Church 
Growth in Small Rural Locations may be read at http://umph.org/pdfs/circuitrider/U301ATTA.pdf

The District Office has a fax machine available to any local church who 
will make use of it.  First call gets the fax machine.  270-825-2352
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Upcoming Events and Dates to Remember
February 17, 2010	
 	
 Ash Wednesday
February 19 - 20, 2010	
 	
 UMCOR Early Response Team Training - 1-5 PM on Friday and All Day on Saturday
February 20, 2010	
 	
 New Life for A New Year - Hopkinsville First UMC  8:30 AM - Noon
February 20, 2010	
 	
 LACE - Lay Academy of Church Excellence,  9 AM - 3 PM Hopkinsville First UMC
February 22, 2010	
 	
 District Missions Team - 6:30 PM ,  Trinity UMC, Princeton, KY
February 27-28, 2010	
 	
 Sabbath on Sunday - Pennyrile State Park, Dawson Springs, KY 
February 28, 2010	
 	
 Have a Heart for Seniors Love Offering,  Wesley Manor 
March 1, 2010	
 	
 	
 District Leadership Team Meeting  6:30 PM  GO-TO-Meeting 
March 7, 2010	
 	
 	
 District Youth Rally,  Madisonville First UMC  3 - 6 ish PM  Middle/HS/College
March 10 -12, 2010	
 	
 Courage to Lead- A Circle of Trust Retreat for Clergy - Loucon Training Center
March 14, 2010	
	
 	
 One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
March 20, 2010	
 	
 LACE -Lay Academy of Church Excellence,  9 AM- 3 PM,  Trinity UMC, Princeton
March 27, 2010         	
 	
 Small Membership Church Workshop - “Keys to Effective Ministry”
April 17, 2010	
 	
 	
 LACE- Lay Academy of Church Excellence,  9 AM - 3 PM,  Kuttawa UMC
April 22, 2010	
 	
 	
 Preaching from the Old Testament - Dr. John Ragsdale, KWC Professor Emeritus
May 8, 2010	
 	
 	
 LACE- Lay Academy of Church Excellence, 9 AM - 3 -PM, Hanson UMC
May 22, 2010	
 	
 	
 District Conference, Ogden Memorial, Princeton KY
May 23-30, 2010 	
 	
 KY License to Preach School, Lindsey Wilson College, Columbia KY
June 9-12, 2010	
	
 	
 Kentucky Annual Conference, Northern KY Convention Center, Covington, KY
August 2-4, 2010	
 	
 Courage to Lead- A Circle of Trust Retreat for Clergy - Kavanaugh Life Enrichment Cent.
November  3-5, 2010	
 	
 Courage to Lead- A Circle of Trust Retreat for Clergy - Aldersgate Camp & Retreat Cent.
December 3, 2010	
 	
 District Christmas Dinner -  Cadiz United Methodist Church

Madisonville District of the KY Conference
of the United Methodist Church
140 South Main Street
Madisonville, KY 42431
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