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2019 Annual Conference Worship Bulletin

Over the course of the next few days, you are invited into a space of Holy Imagination where we might 
See the Possibilities when we give glory to God who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine (Ephesians 3:20, NRSV).  You are invited to encounter 
the Holy Imagination of God who, alone, could reconcile us through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. 
Together, we will enter into a story of profound grace told through the liturgical lens of Lent and Easter. 

As the Scriptures are read and the story is told, you are invited to simply enter into the grace and glory of 
what is there.  Hear the Word as it is read and allow it to wash over your heart.  Read the lyrics and stanzas 
with eyes of longing and sing them to the Lord.  Join in the liturgies with the voices gathered within this 
covenant of grace.  Allow them to challenge and to heal.  Sit shoulder to shoulder with one another in spaces 
of silence allowing the Spirit to speak into your soul.  Come to the Table of the Lord. Look upon the cross 
and anticipate the empty tomb.  Remember your baptism and be thankful.  Do all of this in remembrance of 
Christ our Lord and in anticipation of what will be brought to light and life as a result.

Our Annual Conference will begin with an Ash Wednesday service and, as is often practiced during Holy 
Week, will have no spoken dismissal until we conclude our Easter Celebration on Wednesday afternoon.  
Consider the conference room as our sanctuary for these few days and every aspect of our lives within this 
time frame as a continuous act of worship before Christ who loved the Church; for whom He gave Himself.  

Let us prepare our hearts to See the Possibilities as we encounter the Holy Imagination of God. 
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Opening Worship:  Ash Wednesday
The wilderness - where survival becomes paramount and where scarcity and isolation breed fear.  

The loss of our sense of direction and the uncertainty of a way through 
leave us with the startling awareness of our mortality.

 
Into this very space, the Holy Imagination of God sent Christ. 

The Lord Jesus Christ journeyed ahead of us, weakened by hunger, 
vulnerable to the harsh surroundings, tempted to rebellion; yet without sin. 

In the faithfulness of Christ, we find the means to rise from the ashes and serve God.  
We own nothing and yet we have everything.  Can you imagine? 

Prelude Hymn Medley  Sweet Hour of Prayer, Wind in the Wheat,   String Quartet/Guitar
 Be Still and Know, I Need Thee Every Hour                                                                                   

Gathering Words John Denham 

Leader: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

All: And also with you.

Leader: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

All: God’s mercy endures forever. 

*Opening Hymn  Come Ye Sinners Poor and Needy 

Welcome/Prayer for Annual Conference: Rev. Susan Jinnett-Sack 

Leader:  Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,

All:  Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession.

Leader:   For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, pain, 
and grief but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin.

All:   Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need.

Leader:  God of grace and power, we pray that You pour out Your spirit of love upon us the people 
called Methodists in Kentucky as we gather at this time and in this place for Holy 
Conferencing. 

All: Enable us in these coming days to surrender more of our hearts to Your transforming love.

Leader:  Awaken us to the Holy Spirit’s movement among us, 



5

 All:  So that we might see with Holy Imagination the work before us, the work within us, and the 
          work You will do through us.

Leader:   And may we as one body, bound together in Your love and grace, be bold to pray the prayer 
that Jesus, our great High Priest, taught us to pray: 

All:  “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.”

*Hymn of Praise  Love Divine All Loves Excelling/Exalted Over All 

Old Testament Lesson   Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 NRSV John David Hurley

Silent Reflection 

*Gospel Lesson  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 NRSV Rev. Mark Gibbons 

Silent Reflection 

Old Testament Lesson  Isaiah 58:1-12 NRSV        Gina Lyon 

Sermon  “The Mark of Holiness” Bishop Leonard Fairley

Silent Reflection 

Song of Response  Come As You Are

Invitation to the Observance of the Lenten Discipline Adapted from UMH 353

Prayer of Confession Rev. Dr. Nancy Preston 

Leader:  God, our lives have become unmanageable. We are captives to chaos and the crowdedness of 
our busy lives. Amid all the distractions, we have lost sight of You and all that really matters. 

All: We have neglected to see You and to seek You with our whole hearts. Forgive us we pray. 

Leader:  God, our lives are overwhelmed by noise.  The clamor, commotion and conflict surrounding 
us has deafened us to Your still, small voice. 

All:  Because we have not heard Your voice, we have failed to live as children of God.  
Forgive us we pray.
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Leader:  God, our lives are self-absorbed. In our self-interest, we have failed to love You and our 
neighbors. We let our differences tear us apart and our fears unravel all that binds us 
together. 

All:  We have failed to see with holy imagination Your Kingdom, which makes room for all 
through Christ our Lord. Forgive us we pray. 

Pardon Bishop Leonard Fairley

Thanksgiving over Ashes  Bishop Leonard Fairley

All:   Almighty God, You have created us out of the dust of the earth. Grant that these ashes may 
be to us a sign of our mortality and penitence, so that we may remember it is only by Your 
gracious gift that we are called Your people and are given everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ our Savior. Amen.

Imposition of Ashes Extended Cabinet and District Lay Leaders 

*Closing Hymn What Wondrous Love Is This

Going Forth with Signs of   Passing of the peace  Bishop Leonard Fairley
Reconciliation and Love
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Ordination & Commissioning Service:  Palm Sunday
Cloaks on the back of a borrowed colt that had never been ridden.  

People moved to spread their outer garments on the pathway as those who wish to honor a king might do.  
Shouts and songs released with gusto from the lips of the multitudes of disciples gathered.  

The outcry transcends the moment at hand to encompass the need of humankind, 
“Hosanna!  Save us!  Save us now!”

This is the picture born from the Holy Imagination of God as Jesus entered Jerusalem.  
Jesus - the embodiment of the Law and the Prophets, the ideal Israel, 

the Incarnate God, the Word made flesh.  
If Christ’s disciples were to be silent, the stones would shout his praise.  

Can you imagine?

Prelude Hosanna Pointe of Joy, liturgical dancers
 by Andrew Peterson

Proclamation of the Entrance into Jerusalem  Luke 19:28-40 NRSV Rev. George Burke 

People’s Response

Leader: We cry Hosanna to our King for His power can save us.

All: Hosanna, save us now! 

Leader:  Hosanna to the Son of God, who has given us beauty for our ashes because He has forgiven 
us of our sins. (All will remove ashes)

All: Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!
 
*Processional Hymn  Holy, Holy, Holy

Greeting & Prayer Bishop Leonard Fairley

Ecumenical Greeting Rev. Dr. Jerry Cappel, 
 St. James Episcopal Church, Shelbyville, KY

RECOGNITION OF COMMON MINISTRY 
AND REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

Bishop Fairley
Ministry is the work of God, done by the people of God. Through baptism all Christians are  
made part of the priesthood of all believers, the Church; Christ’s body, made visible in the world. 
We all share in Christ’s ministry of love and service for the redemption of the human family 
and the whole of creation. Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry, I call upon all 
God’s people gathered here:

Remember you are baptized, and be thankful.

All: We reaffirm our baptism and our common call to ministry. Thanks be to God!
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PRESENTATION OF PERSONS 
TO BE ORDAINED OR COMMISSIONED

Bishop Fairley:
Who presents these candidates to be ordained or commissioned?

 
All Laity:

We have recommended them in our local congregations.
We present them with our prayers and support.

 
Members of the Board of Ordained Ministry:

We have examined these candidates according to the standards of our Discipline
and this annual conference of The United Methodist Church.
We present them with our prayers and support.
 

Chair of Order of Elders:
We present Michael Romans for ordination as elder.
 

All Elders in Full Connection:
We present him with our prayers and support.

 
Board of Ordained Ministry chair:

We present these persons for commissioning as provisional members preparing for ordained 
ministry as elders:
Dennis Cotton
Sarah-Kate Cox
Zachary Davis
Daniel Henson
Chris Lewis
Elizabeth Smith
Chay Smithson
and these persons preparing for ordained ministry as deacons:
Eric Hughes
Anna Merlo

 
Members of the Board of Ordained Ministry:

We present them with our prayers and support.
 
Bishop Fairley:

These persons are by God’s grace
to be ordained or commissioned for set apart ministry
in Christ’s Holy Church.
Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them
have discerned that they are persons of
sound learning and of Christian character,
possess the necessary signs of God’s grace,
and have demonstrated a profound commitment to serve Jesus Christ.
Therefore, they believe them to be duly called to serve God.
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We ask you, people of God,
to declare your assent
to the ordination or commissioning of these persons.

Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace, to be ordained, commissioned, received or recognized?

All: We do! Thanks be to God!

Bishop Fairley:
Will you uphold them in their ministry?

All: With God’s help, we will.

THE GENERAL EXAMINATION

Bishop Fairley:
My sisters and brothers in Christ, you have been called to an ordained, or commissioned, set apart 
ministry. The Church now confirms your calling.

As ordained or commissioned ministers, you are to be coworkers with all the people of God: With 
laity, bishops, elders, deacons, local pastors, provisional members, diaconal ministers, deaconesses, 
home missioners, lay supply pastors, with all who serve God in the Church.

Remember you are called to serve rather than to be served, to proclaim the faith of the Church and 
no other, to look after the concerns of God above all.

So we may know you believe yourselves to be called by God and that you profess the Christian faith, 
we ask you:

Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of ordained or licensed ministry?

Candidates:
I do so believe.

Bishop Fairley:
Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and confess Jesus Christ as your 
Lord and Savior?

Candidates:
I do so believe and confess.

Bishop Fairley:
Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments contain all things necessary 
for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ and are the unique and authoritative standard for the 
Church’s faith and life?

Candidates:
I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.
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Bishop Fairley:
Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures, and with the help of the Holy Spirit 
continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you?

Candidates:
I will, with the help of God.

Bishop Fairley:
Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of Christ?

Candidates:
I will, with the help of God.

Bishop Fairley:
Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in Jesus Christ, to participate 
in the life and work of the community, and to seek peace, justice, and freedom for all people?

Candidates:
I will, with the help of God.

Bishop Fairley:
Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, accepting and upholding its order, liturgy, 
doctrine, and discipline, defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word, and 
committing yourself to be accountable with those serving with you, and to the bishop and those who 
are appointed to supervise your ministry?

Candidates:
I will, with the help of God.

Bishop Fairley:
Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, covenant to participate in the life of the order, 
into which you are ordained or commissioned? Will you give yourself to God through the order in 
order to sustain and build each other up in prayer, study, worship and service;  the rule of life set forth 
in the vows you take this day?

Candidates:
I will, with the help of God.

Bishop Fairley:
May God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you grace to perform them, that the 
work begun in you may be brought to perfection.

All: Amen.

Offering 

Prayer for Offering Rev. Darren Brandon
 Chair of Board of Ordained Ministry 
Offertory Witness
 by Jack Halloran
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DOXOLOGY*
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

Old Testament Lesson  Isaiah 50:4-9a NRSV Rev. Nancy Tinnell

Silence

Gospel Lesson John 6:22-34 NRSV Rev. Tyler Brumfield  
  
Silence

Sermon  “What Are We To Do?”  Bishop Paul Leeland

Choir Anthem  Amazing Grace 
 by Mark Wilberg

Apostles’ Creed* Rev. Dr. Jerry Cappel

Do you believe in God?

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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COMMISSIONING OF PROVISIONAL MEMBERS

Bishop Fairley:
By affirming the covenant of baptism, all members of Christ’s Holy Church pledge to serve as 
Christ’s representatives in the world.

Christ gave all of us this command: “Ask the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest.” 
We have asked, and the Lord has answered. These sisters and brothers know our Savior’s concern for 
God’s people, see the plentiful harvest, and are ready to respond generously to the Lord in the words 
of the prophet: “Here I am; send me.”

Urged on by the love of Christ and strengthened by the Holy Spirit, they now come to declare 
in public their desire to live out the covenant made at their baptism by binding themselves to the 
service of God under the supervision of the bishop and the guidance of colleagues in full connection 
and by being appointed to share as servant leaders in the body of Christ.

Today we commission them to service as they continue to prepare for ordained ministry among us.

EXAMINATION OF PROVISIONAL MEMBERS

Bishop Fairley:
Throughout Christian history, the Church has commissioned people for leadership and service.  This 
commissioning is always a response to the guidance of the Holy Spirit, who calls and sends women 
and men to share in Christ’s ministry.

In the early church in Antioch, the Holy Spirit instructed the community to “set apart…Barnabas 
and Saul for the work to which I have called them” (Acts 13:2).

In the early stages for such ministerial service, ordained leaders walk with commissioned leaders to 
mentor and form them in Christ’s ministry, just as Ananias, the more seasoned leader, guided Paul, 
the newly called evangelist, toward the fullness of his calling (Acts 9).

We gather here to commission men and women for ministry in the church.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, this is a solemn hour in your life and the life of the Church.  You have 
shared in the ministry of all the baptized and you have witnessed that Christ calls you into ordained 
ministry.

Serving among us as faithful disciples, we have seen in you gifts and graces for leading the people of 
God in service.

Will you give yourself fully to the work of God in the world and to servant leadership in the life and 
work of Christ’s Church?

Candidates:
Following Christ, I will.

Bishop Fairley:
Will you join with other provisional members for mutual support in the practice of leadership among 
the people of God?
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Candidates:
With God’s help, I will.

Bishop Fairley:
God of the apostles and prophets, of the martyrs and teachers, You raise up men and women
to be apostolic leaders in your church. By Your Holy Spirit help these, Your servants, to understand 
and live the mystery of Your love with boldness and joy. Deepen their sense of purpose as they 
exercise commissioned ministry. Empower them, and those who will walk with them to guide their 
ministry, together with all of Your people, to heal the sick, love the outcast, resist evil, preach the 
Word, and give themselves freely for Your Name’s sake.

COMMISSIONING AND LAYING ON OF HANDS

Hymn   Lord, I Want to Be a Christian  v. 1 & 2

Family members and friends may be invited to stand where they are for silent prayer during the laying on of hands 
for each provisional elder or deacon.

Bishop Fairley:
Pour out Your Holy Spirit upon (Full Name).
Send him/her now to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ,
to announce the reign of God,
and to equip the Church for ministry,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen.

EXAMINATION OF ELDERS

Rev. Kevin Burney, Director of Ministerial Services:
An elder is called to share in the ministry of Christ and of the whole Church: to preach and teach 
the Word of God and faithfully administer the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion; 
to lead the people of God in worship and prayer; to lead persons to faith in Jesus Christ; to exercise 
pastoral supervision, to order the life of the congregation and the connection, to counsel the troubled, 
and declare the forgiveness of sin; to lead the people of God in obedience to Christ’s mission in 
the world; to seek justice, peace, and freedom for all people; and to take a responsible place in the 
government of the Church and in service, in and to, the community.

Bishop Fairley:
This is the rule of life and work of an elder.
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of an elder?

Candidate:
I do so believe.

Bishop Fairley:
As this person is ordained by the Church for the office and work of elders to which we believe he has 
been called by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for him.

The people pray for him in silence.
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Bishop Fairley:
We praise You, Eternal God, because You have called us to be a priestly people, offering to You 
acceptable worship through Jesus Christ, our Lord; Apostle and High Priest, Shepherd and Bishop 
of our souls. We thank You that, by dying, Christ has overcome death, having ascended into heaven, 
has poured forth gifts abundantly on your people, making some apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, to build up 
Christ’s body, and to fulfill Your gracious purpose in the world.

Give to these your servants the grace and power they need to serve You in this ministry. Make them 
faithful pastors, patient teachers, and wise counselors. Enable them to serve without reproach, to 
proclaim the Gospel of salvation, to administer the sacraments of the New Covenant, and to offer 
with all your people spiritual sacrifices acceptable to You; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Hymn Lord, I Want to be a Christian  v. 3

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR ELDERS

Family members and friends may be invited to stand where they are for silent prayer during the laying on of hands 
for each ordinand.

Bishop Fairley:
Almighty God, pour upon Michael Romans the Holy Spirit,
for the office and work of an elder in Christ’s holy Church.

All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen.

Bishop Fairley:
Michael Romans, take authority as an elder
to preach the Word of God,
to administer the Holy Sacraments
and to order the life of the Church;
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen.

Hymn  Lord, I Want to be a Christian  v. 4

SENDING FORTH*  Bishop Fairley
 
Recessional Hymn Praise to the Lord the Almighty

The “Residency in Ministry” requirement for Ordination changed in 2017 from a two-year to a three-year 
term. 

Our current Annual Conference falls in the transitional space of this requirement resulting in one ordinand 
for 2019.
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ORDINATION AS ELDER

Michael Romans
Spouse: Emily
Children:  Jonas (10), Willow (8)
Degree(s): BA – Religious Studies, Western Kentucky University
 MDiv – Asbury Theological Seminary
Appointment: Director of Campus Ministries, WKU Wesley Foundation

COMMISSIONING ON THE DEACON TRACK
Eric Richard William Hughes
Spouse:  Danielle
Children:  Landon (5), Isabella (1)
Degree(s): BA – International Management, Dominican University of 
 California
 MBA – Dominican University of California 
 MDiv – Asbury Theological Seminary
Appointment: Assistant Pastor, Southern Hills UMC 

Anna Rene’ Merlo 
Spouse:  David
Children:  Maggie (15), Matthew (13), Mycah (8)
Degree(s): BA – History and Political Science, Kentucky Wesleyan
 MEd – Special Education, Xavier University
 BGTS – United Theological Seminary
Appointment: Children’s Pastor, Florence 

Dennis Eugene Cotton
Spouse:  Rachel
Children:  Ella (9), Samantha (6)
Degree(s): AA – Madisonville Community College
 BA – Integrated Studies, Murray State University
 MDiv – Asbury Theological Seminary
Appointment: Senior Pastor, Webb Memorial

Sarah-Kate Cox
Spouse:  Rev. Joe
Degree(s): BS – Biology, Western Kentucky University
 MDiv – Duke Divinity School
Appointment: Associate Pastor, United Methodist Temple

COMMISSIONING ON THE ELDER TRACK
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Zachary Lee Davis
Spouse:  Emma
Degree(s): BS – Sustainable Agriculture, University of Kentucky
 MDiv - Asbury Theological Seminary
Appointment: Senior Pastor, Williamsburg First and Pleasant View

Daniel Lee Henson
Degree(s): BA – Religion, Georgetown College
 MDiv – Methodist Theological School in Ohio
Appointment: Senior Pastor, Beech Creek and Manchester First 

Christopher Duane Lewis
Spouse:  Rachel
Children:  Maddie (19), Elizabeth (10), Josh (7)
Degree(s): BA – Religion and Philosophy, Kentucky Wesleyan College
 MDiv - Asbury Theological Seminary
Appointment: Senior Pastor, Onton

Elizabeth Louise Smith
Children:  Roosevelt Bowles (44), Christopher Bowles (41) Bryan Smith (30)
Degree(s): BSN – Secondary Education, Excelsior College
 MDiv – United Theological Seminary
Appointment: Senior Pastor, Maysville Seddon 

Chay Thomas Smithson
Spouse:  Amy
Degree(s): BA – Religious Studies, Birmingham Southern College
 MDiv – Duke Divinity School
Appointment: Senior Pastor, Mt. Holly (Louisville)
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Retirement Service:  Maundy Thursday
Picture the Lord Jesus on his knees washing Your feet.  

His gentle acts of service show us what love looks like in the Holy Imagination of God.  
Rather than love in mere words and platitudes, we see the love of God in Person; 

abiding and cleansing those parts of us that cause us to cringe at the thought Christ 
would come close enough to touch. There is no nearness too awkward, no task too low, 

no portion too dirty for Jesus to hold in his hand and wash until all is made clean.  
Can you imagine?

Call to Worship  Jeff Calhoun

Leader: Oh God You are my God, 

All: and I will ever praise You

Leader: Oh God You are my God, 

All: and I will ever praise You

Leader: I will seek You in the morning, and I will learn to walk in Your ways 

All:  And step by step You’ll lead me and I will follow You all of my days.

Songs of Worship  You’re Worthy of My Praise  
 O For A Thousand Tongues
 
Retiree Video #1

Sung Response
Leader:  I will seek You in the morning, and I will learn to walk in Your ways

All: And step by step You’ll lead me and I will follow You all of my days

Prayer of  Thanks Linda Underwood King
 
Retiree Video #2

Sung Response
Leader:  I will seek You in the morning, and I will learn to walk in Your ways

All: Step by step You’ll lead me and I will follow You all of my days

Scripture Drama  The Last Days Washing the Disciples’ Feet Rev. Caleb & Gwendolyn Wheat

Silent Reflection

Retiree Video #3
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Sung Response
Leader:  I will seek You in the morning, and I will learn to walk in Your ways

All: Step by step You’ll lead me and I will follow You all of my days

Bishop’s Words of Blessing
 
Recognition of the Retirees Rev. Tom Grieb

Passing of the Mantle, Basin and Towel 

Bishop:
As we have shared, these retirees represent 577-plus years of ordained ministry in The United 
Methodist Church. They have served well and now we celebrate their service in a way that reminds 
us of the ministry being passed from two of the great leaders in Israel’s history. 

In the book of 2 Kings we read of the prophet Elijah’s ministry. The mantle, symbolic of submission 
to God, fell upon the younger prophet, Elisha, and the spirit of Elijah rested upon Elisha. 

Retiring Clergy:   Rev. Donna Aros
On behalf of all those retiring, I transfer this mantle from our generation to the young, indicating 
thereby that the responsibilities and dedication of the older generation will be caught up and carried 
on by the young, and the spirit of today’s Elijahs will rest upon today’s Elishas.

Newly Ordained:  Rev. Michael Romans
On behalf of all who were ordained on Monday evening, we who come after you take up the mantle 
which falls upon us. May we inherit a double share of your spirit. 

Bishop: 
We heard moments ago that Jesus modeled serving others by washing his disciples’ feet.  He calls us 
to lead by serving others. 

Retiring Deacon:  Rev. Deb Messengale
On behalf of all those retiring, I transfer this towel and basin from our generation to the young, 
indicating thereby that the responsibilities and dedication to serving God’s people will be carried on 
by the young.

Newly Commissioned:   Rev. Eric Hughes
On behalf of all who were commissioned on Monday evening we who come after you take up the 
towel and basin and commit to lead with a spirit of humility and service. May we inherit a double 
share of your spirit. 
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The Bishop responds: 
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have 
been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making 
every effort to maintain unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all, who is above all and through all and in all.

Closing Song The Wonderful Cross
 
Sending Forth Bishop Fairley
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RETIREES

Donna  Aros
Dawn Beamish

Jerald Beck
Randy Coy

Kenneth Cummings
Dale Curry

Stephen Ray Flener
Darren Gillespie

Mark Girard
David Alton Green
Patricia Hoeksema

Kenneth Richard Holladay
Debra Massengale

William Bill Moore
Musial Pearson

Rebecca Peterson
William Richards
Kenneth Rogers
Thomas Smith
David Stearns
George Strunk

RETIREMENT SERVICE



21

Donna  Aros

Baptized as a baby in my 
grandparents’ Methodist church 
in Cleveland, I grew up and 
grew in faith at Aldersgate 
Methodist, named for the site 
of John Wesley’s profound 
religious experience. The 
people of that church modeled 
for me what it was to be 
Methodist: You met together, 
you worshiped creatively, and 
you worked for social justice. 

You lived Christ’s example. We were very involved in the 
desegregation movement, sharing a passion for civil rights for 
African Americans, and all people.

My Christian faith was built, and grew around, God’s 
justice and love. No doubt God had a call out for me early 
in life, but I saw no female clergy to be role models.  God’s 
prevenient grace kept me through college and young adult life 
when I was active in movements for women’s and minority 
rights, environmental concerns, and anti-war efforts.

George and I married in 1972. In 1979 we moved from 
California to Kentucky to start a family: three babies, born 
at home, and loved well!  Our daughter Sara is a doctor of 
chiropractic, and is married to Brooks.  Our sons AJ and Tony 
live and work in Lexington.  

As they were growing up, we attended the Methodist 
church just blocks away.  Once we went to a Roman Catholic 
Church (George was raised Roman Catholic) but 4-year-old 
Sara stomped her foot and said, “This is NOT my church!” 
Needless to say, our home was in the Methodist Church.

And I had women pastors who mentored and loved me and 
helped me figure out my call:  Jean Washer, and the mama of 
many, Rev. Alice Scott.  I attended seminary and was ordained 
an elder in the UMC in 2008.

I have served fine small UM churches:  Stephensport, 
Cave City, Highland, Louisa, Gallup, and I finish my journey 
of full-time ministry at Frankfort St. Paul.  Everywhere I 
served I learned about the range of “life needs,” as well as the 
spiritual needs of people. My work grew to include calling out 
all kinds of injustices.  I have served on the KAC Justice Team, 
the Kentucky Council of Churches, and civil groups including 
Kentuckians for the Commonwealth.

Sadly, I have felt betrayed again and again, as our church 
has remained silent on important environmental issues; 
has acted weakly against racism; and now has supported 
discrimination against a whole group of people, the LGBTQI 
community. 

In our Wesleyan heritage — a key reason why I’ve chosen 
to stay in this church — we believe that God and the meaning 
of the Divine are informed through a “quadrilateral,” where 
scripture and tradition sit beside experience and reason. We are 
asked to look up from our Bibles and into the faces of people 
around us – people who may look, speak, and do life differently 
from us. God is there, John Wesley tells us. We are asked to 
consider reason and science as we read scripture. God is there, 
too.

It’s time for me to retire from local church ministry – but 
I’m not leaving the call we all have, to “Love God, and love your 
neighbor as yourself.”

Dawn Beamish 
The word for these years has 

been “joy”! Spanning five states 
from the Bluegrass to the land of 
famous potatoes (Ohio, Michigan, 
Florida, Kentucky and Idaho). My 
ministry reads as follows through 
three specific and definitive calls 
from God:

•	First	call	(22-1/2	years)	
teaching secondary ed. mostly HS 
with 6 years putting in time in MS.

•	Second	call	(20	years)	ministry	
as local pastor (three-pointcharge, Big Rapids, Michigan); children’s 
pastor (St. John’s UMC, Sarasota, Florida); Minister of Discipleship 
Development (St. Luke UMC, Lexington); Pastor of Congregational 
Care (Embrace UMC, Lexington); Chaplain (Baptist Health, 
Lexington); and Director of the Campus Christian Center at the 
University of Idaho (Moscow, Idaho). It’s a joy to serve as a deacon…
lots of options!

•	Third	call	--	advocacy	to	stop	sexual	exploitation.
The joys? As a local pastor, I invited my beer-drinking, tiki-

torch-burning, African American neighbor to worship to the church 
I served located two doors down from the crack house. Fearing I put 
my foot in my mouth when I finished our conversation with “in case 
you are wondering, this church is too white” I was so wrong. That 
next Sunday he did not come. Perhaps he was observing who entered 
the church? But the following Sunday he connected. By Christmas 
his family and their new baby were the Christ family in the 
Christmas pageant. He became a lay speaker and a solid component 
of the community.

While at Embrace I also served as a chaplain back when 
Sundays blurred into Mondays. After Sunday worship I worked 15-
1/2 hours at the hospital. On Monday I would rise (on-call chaplains 
may get some sleep) and volunteer at Natalie’s Sisters (Lexington) a 
faith-based drop-in center for prostituted women. From there I drove 
to Embrace and worked with folks experiencing marginalization. We 
would sling hash and offer fellowship for 70-120 folks each Monday 
evening. Then I would go home. Never have I seen a church do more 
with less. 

These are the joys of answering God’s call.
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Jerald Steven Beck
The United Methodist Church 

has always been an integral part of 
my life.  I come from a long line of 
pastors going back more than a few 
generations.  Some might say that 
I had no choice but to be a pastor 
according to my bloodlines.  

As a 5-year-old, I can distinctly 
remember a call from God.  My 
father had moved to a new 
appointment.  Dad was showing me 

around the church when a married couple who were members of the 
church walked in.  As the couple talked to my father, the wife started 
a conversation with me and asked, “What are you going to be when 
you grow up?”  In my mind I heard God say, “You are going to be a 
preacher.”  

Through the years the determination to fulfill that call waned, 
but in the winter of 1973 while a student at Asbury College, 
God reminded me of the call he had made many years prior.  In 
submission to God, my pathway changed to answer the call.  

After graduating, I was accepted at Asbury Seminary.  My 
home conference, the Rock River Conference (now the Northern 
Illinois Conference), made it clear that I would not be welcomed 
since I chose to attend both college and seminary at Asbury.  At the 
time, I was attending Winchester First United Methodist Church 
as a volunteer youth leader under Rev. John Kerce.  Rev. Kerce 
encouraged me to join Winchester First and seek ordination in the 
Kentucky Conference.  

While attending seminary, I met Teresa Gene Honaker of 
Lexington; we married on May 1, 1981.  We had our first child, 
Keara Michelle Beck, on Oct. 22, 1982.  In June 1983, I was 
appointed to the Benson/Curry Charge as a full-time local pastor.  
While serving at Benson and Curry, our second child, Brittany 
Leigh Beck, was born Sept. 23, 1985.

I also became an ordained deacon and elder while at Benson 
and Curry.  I served there from 1983-87, Camargo UMC 1987-91, 
Ravenna/Wisemantown UMC 1991-95, New Beginnings UMC 
(Formerly Harrison Memorial and Stanford UMC) 1995-2005, 
Park UMC 2005-13 and Washington UMC 2013-19.  My favorite 
ministry beyond the church was serving Aldersgate Camp as a camp 
committee member and dean for 11 straight years.    

The journey has been filled with great highs and great lows.  
Serving God will take us places and provide experiences that can 
never be forgotten.  I have seen and experienced profound grace and 
love.  Unfortunately, there is ugliness within the church as well, but 
those brief times of challenge cause greater joy and memories of that 
which is good and right.  

I am excited and somewhat fearful of the next part of my 
journey as that of retired elder.  I am retiring, but my life verses will 
continue to drive my life: “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, 
but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more 
important than himself; do not merely look out for your own personal 
interests, but also for the interests of others.”  Philippians 2:3-4 NASB

Randy Coy
I grew up in rural 

Cynthiana, Kentucky, where my 
father was a tenant farmer for 
many years. Farm life was hard 
work, but it taught me many 
lessons. One of those lessons 
was: Work hard all week and 
then go to church on Sunday. 
We were also in attendance on 
Wednesday evenings. Church 
life was an integral part of my 
upbringing. 

Mt. Hope UMC was my home church. That congregation 
made it easy to hear God’s call to repentance and salvation at 
the age of 12. They encouraged me to hear God’s call to preach 
while attending Wilmore Camp meeting in 1968. Years later, 
that church financially and prayerfully supported my family and 
me as I pursued higher education and a theological degree. The 
last 38 years of ministry wouldn’t have been possible without 
them. I am so grateful for those saints. 

In 1981, at the age of 26, I started my freshman year at 
Sue Bennett College while pastoring the East Bernstadt/Olive-
Gilead charge. I pastored there for two years while completing 
an Associate of Arts in Religion. In 1983, I was appointed to 
the McKendree/Neal’s Creek charge while I completed my 
bachelor’s degree in Bible at Asbury College. In 1985 I was 
appointed to El Bethel UMC in Clark County. I served that 
church for four years while completing my master’s of divinity in 
1989. I also became an ordained deacon at the 1988 Kentucky 
Annual Conference held in Morehead.

 In June, 1989 I was appointed to serve the Williamsburg, 
Pleasant View, and Liberty charge in Whitley County. I became 
an ordained elder at the 1991 Kentucky Annual Conference 
held in Wilmore while serving this appointment. In 1992, I 
was appointed to serve  Mt. Tabor UMC in Oldham County. 
In 1997, I moved to Bardstown to serve the downtown church. 
I led that church through a reconstruction process after a 
devastating fire on May 24, 1998. 

After serving in Bardstown for three years, I moved to 
Flemingsburg UMC and served that church for two years. In 
2002, I was appointed superintendent of the Ashland District. I 
served until 2006 when I as appointed senior pastor of Versailles 
UMC. I had only been at the church for one year when I was 
approached by Bishop James King about serving as president/
CEO of the Kentucky United Methodist Children’s Homes. 
This has been my appointment for the past 12 years.

The common denominator through these years is that I’ve 
been given so much. Every appointment offered people who 
poured themselves into my life and made me more. I pray that I 
have been able to give back a portion of what I have received.

I am indebted to Denise, my faithful helpmate and 
companion of 44 years, for her unwavering support and to our 
son, Matthew, who willingly moved every time the Cabinet 
called. I am so proud of the man he is today.
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Kenneth Cummings 
Having grown up 

in another faith tradition 
(including years of seminary 
and ordination), I never 
received a call to a pastorate. 
It was through the facilitation 
(discipleship) of a co-worker 
(Methodist layman) Joel Harrell 
and a district superintendent, 
Dr. Merlin D. Conoway Sr., that 
I was offered the opportunity to 
become a minister in the United 

Methodist Church in the former North Mississippi Conference. 
Thus, I began life in this rich Wesleyan tradition. 

 I have had the opportunity to serve in three annual 
conferences: the North Mississippi Conference, the West Ohio 
Conference and the Kentucky Conference. I have served in rural 
areas, suburbs and urban areas. One appointment was a cross-
racial appointment. One thing of significance that I learned 
along the way is that people, notwithstanding their social-
economic, political or racial makeup, all sense what Dr. Gardner 
Taylor calls “a warmness and sweetness about the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.” 

My ministry has richly been blessed by some wonderful 
retired ministers in practically all of my appointments. They 
offered me not only their friendship but also their wise counsel 
based on many years of experience. I have also been blessed by 
some wonderful lay persons. Initially, these were persons who 
were members of the congregations that I served. They were 
extremely talented and steeped in faith. There were other stellar 
lay persons who were members of the Frankfort District (the 
Tharps and others) where I served as superintendent for seven 
years. This district too had wonderful pastors who were collegial, 
faithful and co-laborers.

My time in ministry has afforded me the opportunities to 
work with some wonderful pastors on church staffs. Rev. Connie 
Mitchell has been one such person who has supported my 
ministry and offered me encouragement and friendship.

This ministry journey is not coming to an end for me. 
This is only a change in status. As long as I have breath, I will 
worship and serve the living Lord in whatever capacity that I 
am able to.

Through the extension of my ministry, I had study and 
travel opportunities that included delegate to the General 
Conference in 2008 and delegate to the World Methodist 
Conference in Singapore in 1991. I also served on the boards of 
Church World Service and International Child Care. 

I am extremely grateful to my wife of 42 years, Anita 
Owens Cummings, for being my companion, biggest critic 
(in the most positive sense), greatest supporter and partner in 
ministry. Our (now) adult children – Kenneth Jr., Kenya and 
Kendra – were more than parsonage kids. They were people of 
faith and part of our ministry team who loved the Lord and 
practiced faith. We could not be prouder of them. 

Peace and grace, I extend to you colleagues, members and 
friends of the Kentucky Annual Conference.

Dale Curry
I had just graduated from 

Western Kentucky University with 
a degree in public relations, when 
I began to experience a call to 
pastoral ministry.  This should not 
have come as a surprise since one of 
my earliest childhood memories at 
my grandparents’ house on Sunday 
afternoon consisted of preaching to 
a congregation of cousins.  Several 
of them were converted many, many 
times as the adults talked and the 

kids “had church.”  
The call to pastoral ministry became more intense after Deloris 

and I were married and began our careers.  Eventually we came to 
terms with that call that changed both of our lives.  We moved to 
Franklin in 1984 to be appointed to the Salem Circuit while I began 
seminary and Deloris continued her education at WKU.  We lived 
in Franklin for two years, serving at Salem, McKendree and Pleasant 
Ridge.

Then I got a  call in late spring from the DS, Sam Clark, who 
told me he wanted to meet with my PPRC the next day. I realized 
quickly that we were moving. We relocated to Cave City-Highland, 
and I continued my seminary education at Southern Baptist.

The year 1986 was huge for us as we moved to a new 
appointment; our daughter, Rebecca, was born about six weeks after 
moving; and my father died about five months later.  Through all 
those changes, God was very faithful, reminding us that regardless of 
how our circumstances changed, God did not change.

Both churches grew in our six-year appointment.  The combined 
average worship attendance went from 60 to 130.  While at Cave 
City, I became familiar with ministry to transients, which was very 
new to me.  I soon realized how gullible I was.

In 1992, we moved to Greensburg to become pastor at 
Greensburg UMC.  It was here that I had the wonderful opportunity 
to become fully engaged in the community as I served for 27 years.  
After moving here, my wife became a teacher in the Green County 
school system.  Our daughter had the opportunity to attend all 13 
years of school at Green County.

While Greensburg had similar problems to all other small 
towns in Kentucky, our church became very involved in the 
community.  We began the only Upward basketball and cheerleading 
league in the county; we sponsored pizza parties following the home 
football games for many years; and we helped to start the community 
food pantry, which continues to grow.

In late 2016, I was given the opportunity to serve as the 
assistant district superintendent in the South Central District.  That 
gave me the chance to see ministry in a completely different way as I 
took on some of the administrative duties.  

I’m grateful that we’ve had to move very few times.  I’m grateful 
to congregations that allowed me to lead them.  I’m grateful for a 
family who loved and encouraged me in all aspects of ministry.  I’m 
grateful.
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Stephen Ray Flener
I John 4:21b  NIV: Anyone who 

loves God must also love their brother 
and sister.

From my earliest memories 
I observed examples of being a 
servant leader. My parents, Rev. Dr. 
Kermit and Ruth Flener, taught me 
the importance of sacrificially loving 
others. My grandparents, Goebel 
and Loletuth Flener, showed how 
a simple faith lived daily can make 

a great impact in people’s lives.  Rev. A.H. and Birdie Alexander 
exemplified how persistent intercessory prayer and evangelistic 
fervor can touch lives for Jesus.  I was blessed with mentors –  Al 
Williams, Charles Bennett, Roger Newell and many others – who 
shared their love for touching others for Jesus through camping, 
evangelism, missions, and disaster relief.  

God brought into my life a beautiful young Christian lady, Oma 
Adams, who helped me to see how making a difference in a child’s 
life for Jesus can change a generation. God then surprised Oma 
and me with three beautiful girls.  (We were told that we would not 
have any children.) Dr. Charity Lovitt, Dr. Loletuth Kalz, and Dr. 
Erin Boone all gave up some of their summers and school breaks to 
serve on mission trips around the U.S. and the world.  All three are 
now serving others through teaching college students, preaching the 
Gospel, and solving biogenetic medical issues for patients.  

God has truly blessed me with the opportunity to serve Him 
as pastor of several small churches and to establish children’s and 
puppet ministries around western Kentucky, to see over 200 young 
hearts open to Jesus as dean of outdoor and adventure camps at 
Camp Loucon, and to oversee safety and security for all 25 years 
of the New Song Music Festival.  I was also privileged to serve for 
12 years in extension ministry as a social worker for the state of 
Kentucky seeking to build up and protect families that were at risk 
of abuse and neglect.  I thank God for also allowing me to touch 
unchurched individuals as a volunteer firefighter and fire chaplain 
for 25 years and to assist many families affected by disasters in 
Kentucky and Mississippi over the last 24 years. 

One constant in our life and ministry has been the faithfulness 
of God.  Even as our lives were radically changed when Oma was 
injured in a freak accident in 2007 (Yes, it was a green bean.),   God 
showed up by opening doors for Oma to become a licensed teacher 
of sewing and then continued to allow Oma and me to touch adults 
and children through sewing by opening fabric/sewing machine 
stores in Hartford and Bowling Green.  God faithfully brings people 
to our stores to whom we minister through caring and prayer in the 
name of Jesus.  

Through all the struggles of life and ministry, God has proven 
the Word is true and He will always be faithful.  

“Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all.”

Darren Gillespie
It has been an incredible 

blessing to serve in the United 
Methodist Church throughout 
my life. I was raised in First 
UMC in Brownfield, Texas. 
My childhood and teen years 
were filled with Sunday schools, 
revivals, mission conferences, 
VBS, and church camps.  I am 
so grateful for that foundation. 

While stationed in 
Pensacola, Florida, in the Navy, 

I was led to Richards Memorial United Methodist Church. It 
was there that I would meet my beautiful bride, Paula, and that 
I would be called into pastoral ministry.  I am so grateful for the 
love, support, acceptance and training I would receive through 
the Richards Memorial family. It was in the Pensacola District 
of the Alabama-West Florida Conference that I would enter 
into candidacy for ministry.

We have been blessed to serve with some wonderful people 
and wonderful churches throughout the years:

•	Pintlala	UMC	in	Pintlala,	Alabama.
•		Bethlehem/Salem/	Atwood	UMCs	in	Casey	County,	

Kentucky.
•		Bryantsville	and	Lamberts	Chapel	UMCs	in	Bryantsville,	

Kentucky.
•	Lebanon	UMC	in	Lebanon,	Kentucky.
•	Radcliff	UMC	in	Radcliff,	Kentucky.			
We are so thankful for each of these churches and all 

the people we have had the honor and privilege to serve with 
throughout the years. We have seen the Lord move in amazing 
ways!

We have also been blessed to serve in many other ways. 
We have led church camps for deaf kids and also sign language 
camps at both Aldersgate and Loucon. We have had the 
privilege of beginning sign language ministries at each of the 
churches we have served, as well as providing interpretation for 
the Annual Conference for many years.    

I have been blessed to serve on the board of Thailand 
Methodist Mission, and it is a blessing to have our daughter, 
Shelby, serving as a full-time missionary there. I am grateful 
to have served on many District and Annual Conference 
committees and teams throughout the years as well. We have 
been blessed to be able to begin some Fresh Expressions 
ministries like “McChurch” and “Hisway” and love to see how 
the Lord reaches people in creative and fresh ways. 

I especially want to thank my beautiful bride Paula and our 
wonderful children, Chance, Shelby, Jonah, and Julieann (as well 
as one child we will meet when we get to heaven) for walking 
this wonderful journey of ministry together. I am blessed to have 
an entire family who loves the Lord. 

My retirement from the Kentucky Annual Conference is 
not the end of ministry for us. The Lord has opened some new 
doors and has called us to serve Him in a new mission field and 
in some new ways! To Him be the glory!
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Mark Girard
In May 1979, I finished 

my last exam of my first year 
of law school at the University 
of Kentucky, gathered my 
belongings and walked across 
the street to Lexington 
Theological Seminary, found 
the registrar’s office, and said 
to her:  “What do I need to do 
to enroll in seminary?  I have 
been running from God’s call to 
ministry for some time now and 

I am tired of running.”   
And so began this incredible journey of ministry.   
I started seminary that fall, received my license to preach in 

1980 and was appointed a student pastor to Mt. Hebron United 
Methodist Church in Mercer County.  I was ordained a deacon 
in 1981.  I graduated from seminary in 1982 and was appointed 
associate pastor of Southern Hills UMC.  In 1983, the Wesley 
Foundation at Eastern Kentucky University opened and I was 
appointed to serve there.  In my 11 years there I was privileged 
to work with hundreds of students who were making life-
defining decisions.   Fourteen who passed through the Wesley 
Foundation while I was there were called into ordained ministry, 
and so many more are leaders today in their local churches.  

 I was ordained an elder at the bicentennial conference in 
1984.  In 1994 I was appointed pastor at Harrodsburg UMC.  
While I was there, we celebrated its 140th anniversary.   Then 
in 2000 I was appointed to Asbury UMC in Highland Heights. 
While serving there we celebrated the 200th anniversary of that 
wonderful congregation.   

Then in 2006, Bishop James King asked me to come on 
his cabinet as superintendent of the Ashland District.  I served 
three years before Bishop Lindsey Davis asked me to move to 
the Lexington District in 2009.  I served there for three-plus 
years and then in September 2012, I was appointed senior pastor 
of St. Luke UMC in Lexington.  

It has been my joy and privilege to have served the districts 
and conference in many capacities.  I served for nearly 20 years 
on the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry, including 
terms as both chairperson and registrar.  I also served for many 
years on the various boards that have overseen our colleges and 
campus ministries down through the years.  I have been blessed 
to serve great churches with great people, and I am so thankful 
for those opportunities.  My colleagues on the Cabinet were 
some of the finest ministers and people I have known.  And I 
am grateful for all the students that God gave me to work with 
in my 11 years in campus ministry.  

I couldn’t have done ministry all these years without the 
love and support of my wife, Karen, and daughter, Anna, and 
my parents.  And finally I thank my Lord for the call He placed 
on my life, the patience to wait for me to answer, and then for 
walking with me daily through all these years.  I have been truly 
blessed to serve in the United Methodist Church.

David Alton Green
My ministry began early.  Born 

in Franklin, North Carolina, June 
16, 1955, I received Christ as a child 
at age 7 at Louisa Chapel United 
Methodist Church, my home 
church.  Because God had been 
stirring my heart at an early age and 
had placed something within my 
heart that I still have a hard time 
explaining, I answered my call to 
preach at the same time.  I preached 
my first child sermon a few Sundays 

later in my home church.  
 I received my bachelor’s degree in elementary education from 

Berea College in 1977.  I received a master of divinity degree from 
Lexington Theological Seminary in 1981.  

On May 29, 1976, I married Colleen Looney from Breaks, 
Virginia.  We have three wonderful children, Elizabeth Susan Green 
Brogli, Allison Faith Green and Austin Mark Green.  

While I have taught school, been a principal and done 
numerous odd jobs getting through school while simultaneously 
supporting my family, my sole aim and desire has been to be a pastor, 
preach the gospel and serve churches.  

I was ordained a deacon in 1981 in the Holston Annual 
Conference while serving as a youth pastor of State Street UMC, 
in Bristol, Virginia.  In 1983 I was ordained an elder in the Holston 
Annual Conference and the same year transferred to the Kentucky 
Annual Conference. My appointments:

1. Pleasant Valley UMC, Pikeville, 1977.
2. Salvisa/Joseph’s Chapel UMCs. Salvisa, 1978-1981.  
3. State Street UMC, Bristol Virginia, 1981-1983 youth pastor.
4. Orangeburg/Olivet UMCs, Maysville, 1983-1986.  
5.  Trinity UMC, which merged with First UMC, Middlesboro, to 

become Covenant UMC, 1986-1989.
6. Central UMC, Maysville, 1989-1997.  
7. Highland UMC, Fort Thomas, 1997-2001; senior pastor.  
8. Middletown UMC, Louisville, 2001-2006, senior pastor.  
9.  Hospice of Lake Cumberland, Somerset, chaplain of the North 

Team, serving Pulaski, Russell and Casey counties; also served 
as the first chaplain of the Jean Waddle Inpatient Unit at Lake 
Cumberland Regional Hospital, 2006-2013.  

10.  Bethelridge/Mintonville, Casey County, served simultaneously 
while serving as a hospice chaplain, 2011-2013. 

11.  Science Hill UMC, Science Hill, senior pastor, 2013-present.  
I have been blessed to receive two awards from the Kentucky 

Annual Conference, the Bishop’s Award for Ecumenism in 1997 and 
the Harry Denman Award for Evangelism in 2001.  

As a family, our ministry has taken us many places.  We have 
served small churches, large churches, county seat churches and 
community churches.  For eight years I was blessed to serve a church 
without walls, serving as a hospice chaplain in rural southeastern 
Kentucky.  

Through 42 years of ministry, my family and I have had the 
opportunity to meet many wonderful people, live in places we never 
would have lived, and have friends we never would have had.  I 
wish to thank every bishop and district superintendent I have had 
the privilege to serve under and every church, congregation and 
appointment.  God has truly blessed the Green family beyond 
measure! Thanks to the Holston and Kentucky conferences for the 
opportunity to serve our wonderful Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
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Patricia  Hoeksema
My husband, Rev. Scot 

Hoeksema, and I met in 
Pennsylvania, began our married 
life in Maryland, and moved to 
Kentucky in 1996.  We’ve have 
been married for 38 years.  We have 
three wonderful daughters, two 
awesome sons-in-law, one delightful 
granddaughter and another 
grandchild arriving in July.  

I share with people that when 
I was called into ministry I was 
47 years old and “sitting in my 

pew, minding my own business.” I can’t say I’m proud of that, but 
nonetheless, it is the truth.  God really surprised me.  But I answered 
yes and began studies at Asbury Theological Seminary within a few 
months.  Again, God surprised me in that as I grew in ministry, I 
discovered ministry seemed to suit me.  Along with the four small-
membership churches I have served, I also worked as a part-time 
chaplain at the University of Kentucky Medical Center ministering 
to people who are forced to live through, oftentimes, the worst day of 
their lives.  

As I grew in ministry I discovered that I have a heart for those 
people on the margins of society and experienced joy as I developed 
relationships with them.  I have especially enjoyed, and been blessed 
by, the youth ministry at Greenup UMC.

I want to say thank you to those I served at Centerville UMC 
who taught me how to do ministry, to those at Park City and 
Jamestown who responded to my ministry, and to those at Greenup 
who experienced the best I had to offer in ministry.  

As I look at my life through the lens of faith, I see God guiding 
me through my many life transitions:  from Clinical and Renal 
Dietetics, to a home day-care business when our children were 
young, to retail, to seminary and through ministry.  God had always 
been faithful to me.  I have been honored and privileged to serve him 
and his people.  

God has surprised me again by directing me to retire from 
ministry.  At the same time, he assures me he has more work for me 
to do.  And always that we will do ministry together.  I look forward 
to this next chapter of obedience and wonder what his next surprise 
will be.  Praise God from whom I see all blessings flow.

Kenneth Richard Holladay 
I received my call to 

ministry at Camp Loucon.  
This call was confirmed while 
I was in college at Kentucky 
Wesleyan.  I attended Asbury 
Theological Seminary, where I 
earned two  degrees: my master 
of divinity and a master’s of 
religion in Christian education.  
I later earned a master’s in 
professional counseling from 
Lindsey Wilson College.

My first appointment was while I was in college, the 
Stephensport Charge:  Stephensport, Sample and Union Star.  
Since that time I have served several churches around Kentucky: 
Lexington Epworth, Mt. Vernon Bethany, Winchester First, 
Centerfield Mt. Tabor, Lexington Centenary, Corbin First, 
Henderson First, Louisville Summit Heights, Greenville, 
Radcliff, Simpsonville, and Leitchfield. Like many other 
students, I served as youth director and/or choir director in a 
few churches: Owensboro Breckenridge Street, Central City, 
Flemingsburg, and Lexington Epworth.

I have loved getting to know people across our state, and 
see how the different churches lived out their calling to present 
others with the gospel.  It has been an interesting journey in 
faith, and I have grown in my spirit while I have ministered 
beside them to bring others to a life filled with God’s love, the 
mercy of Jesus, and the power of the Holy Spirit.

I have been and still am blessed to have walked through 
these years with the different churches, clergy and lay brothers 
and sisters, friends, and some friends who seem like family.

I praise God for allowing me to be part of such a rewarding 
life.
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Debra Marcum Massengale
Having grown up in the 

Southern Baptist tradition and 
stepping out to an altar call at 
the age of 10, I have been active 
in church throughout my life, 
except during college, where I 
spent a lot of time wandering 
aimlessly in a spiritual desert.  I 
finally answered my personal 
call to vocational ministry 
after a series of life events 
involving answered prayer and 

immersion in the scriptural word through Disciple Bible Study 
at Paintsville First United Methodist Church.  

I earned a bachelor’s in early childhood education and a 
master’s in family studies from the University of Kentucky by 
1980.  Twenty-four years later, I completed the Basic General 
Theological Certificate from United Theological Seminary. I was 
commissioned as a provisional deacon in the Kentucky Annual 
Conference in 2006 and ordained as a deacon in full connection 
in this same conference in 2009. I faithfully served Winchester 
Trinity UMC for one year as a minister of outreach and the 
52 churches of the former Prestonsburg District as a ministry 
consultant for 12 years, focusing on all aspects of building a 
healthy church environment.  

Sprinkled throughout my full-time commitment to 
ministry, I also managed to enjoy five summers at Aldersgate 
Camp and Retreat Center as a dean for Grand Camp; two years 
as a launch board member for new church plant Encounter 
Missions in Paintsville; seven years as assistant dean of the 
Conference’s Licensing School; seven years as chair for the 
Conference’s Order of Deacons; and seven years and counting as 
a member of the Executive Team of the Conference’s Board of 
Ordained Ministry.

My life is shared with husband, Roger; mother, Clara 
Marcum; grown children Sarah and Mårten Waren and Dr. 
Jessica Massengale; two siblings and their families; numerous 
friends and other relatives; and a little dog, Sadie B. Belle.  Sarah 
and Mårten live and work in London, England, and Jessi enjoys 
her life and work at a veterinary clinic in Hawaii.  My mother 
lives in Ashland, where my siblings and their families and 
other relatives gather with us to celebrate life events as often as 
possible.  Sadie B. Belle lives with Roger and me at our homes 
in Paintsville and Lexington, much to our delight.  I foresee a 
future in retirement with many travel adventures both near and 
abroad, along with a great cup of espresso!

Bill Moore
The son of United Methodist 

missionaries, I spent my early years 
in Korea and the Philippines. I 
attended Asbury University (B.A.), 
Asbury Theological Seminary 
(M.Div.) and Lexington Theological 
Seminary (D.Min.). 

I received a call to full-time 
Christian service during a yearlong 
tour in 1968 with a Christian 
singing group called The New World 
Singers. I began my career as a 
United Methodist minister in the 

Kentucky Annual Conference in 1972 and have now completed 47 
years of active service.  

My appointments include: associate minister at Centenary 
UMC, Lexington; campus minister at Morehead State University 
and the University of Kentucky; senior pastor at Eminence, 
Nicholasville, First UMC in Ashland, and for the last 13 years, 
Southern Hills; director of Discipleship Formation/Connectional 
Ministries for the Kentucky Annual Conference; and Louisville 
district superintendent.  

I led youth weeks at Aldersgate Camp and 14 years of youth 
events at Lake Junaluska Assembly, North Carolina.  I served as the 
conference chair of Higher Education and was presented with the 
Francis Asbury Award. I am a committee chair on the Board of the 
Kentucky United Methodist Children’s Homes.  I am a member of 
the Board of Christian Friends of Korea and was in North Korea in 
2008.

Sharon and I were married on June 6, 1970.  After taking a 
year out of school to travel, I returned to Asbury and ended up 
meeting Sharon in the same assigned row in Chapel! Besides being 
a pastor’s wife, she has had an active career of her own. She received 
a master’s in social work from the University of Kentucky.  She was 
the guidance counselor at Mary Queen School for 18 years.  She has 
also worked for the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government 
at the Family Care Center and as the senior social worker for the 
Newtown Pike Extension Project.

Over our 49 years of marriage, it has been our joy to have two 
children and four grandchildren. We enjoy sailing on Cave Run 
Lake and time with the grandkids. 
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William Musial Pearson
I was born Sept. 6, 1957, in 

Harrodsburg, Kentucky, to the late 
Rev. William & Frances Pearson.  
I was named after legendary St. 
Louis baseball player Stanley Frank 
Musial.  I graduated from Harrison 
County in 1975, Cumberland 
College in 1982 and Southern 
Baptist Seminary in 1986.  I was 
ordained a deacon in the United 
Methodist Church in 1985 and an 

elder in 1989.
While attending Wilmore Camp meeting in 1975, God called 

during the night saying, “Musial, I want you to go and preach my 
gospel.”  Answering the call was not an easy one.  I had previously 
told God never to call me to preach.  Don’t ever tell God what He 
can or cannot do.  I actually ran from the call for three years.  I got 
married to my best friend, Joyce Lynn McNeil, Aug. 7, 1976, and we 
had our first child, Christina Marie, on Nov. 2, 1977.  

In the summer of 1978, we moved to Williamsburg Kentucky, 
to attend school.  I still wasn’t convinced that being a preacher was 
my full-time calling.  So I entered college hoping to be a physical 
education teacher and basketball coach.  In the meantime, a district 
superintendent, Adrian Roberts, called me to serve a little country 
church, Pleasant View, in 1979.

     I had a lot to learn about being a pastor and how to seek the 
Lord’s will for my life.  During the fall of 1979, I took a class that 
changed my life.  This class wasn’t what you might think.  It was 
one I didn’t do well in and hated so much, I didn’t want to retake it.  
So I changed my major and God turned my attention to full-time 
ministry.  God does work in mysterious ways.

After graduating, we moved to Pleasureville, Kentucky, to 
serve a church.  While attending seminary, we added our second 
child, Micah Paul, on Sept. 5, 1984.  In 1986 we took our first 
full-time appointment, at Corbin Trinity.  In our fifth year there, 
we added our third and final child, Mariah Michelle, June 6, 1991. 
We went on to serve several more churches: Pineville, Winchester 
Trinity, Leitchfield, Fairhope, Mt. Tabor (Crestwood), Bethel (Mt. 
Washington) and Bagby Memorial (Grayson).  All of these churches 
are filled with God’s beautiful children.  We loved them all!

I thank God for giving me the opportunity to serve Him these 
past 40 years.  I’ve had many mentors along the way.  I thank God 
for my support group of more than 30 years.  If not for them, my 
ministry would have been lost and lonely.  

I also thank God for my wife, Joyce, who stood by me all these 
years.  She is my encourager, motivator and lifelong companion.   In 
retirement I will spend a little more time playing with grandchildren, 
visiting with family and friends, and (I hope) find time to play some 
golf.  At the same time, I know God isn’t finished with me just yet.  
So I will be still seeking the Lord’s will for my life.

Rebecca Peterson
As I look back on my 

life’s journey, I realize what a 
privilege it was to be born into 
a Christian family. My father 
was a devoted Methodist pastor 
in Indiana; my mother came 
alongside him in ministry. 
While other little girls were 
planning tea parties, my sisters 
and I were staging church 
services – serving our dolls 
communion and baptizing 

them.  This was my start in life.
The years that followed were all good chapters:  I married a 

godly man, completed my bachelor’s degree at Asbury College 
and my master’s degree at Georgetown College, raised two 
precious sons, served 13 years at Wilmore United Methodist 
Church, earned a degree from Asbury Theological Seminary, 
took on a one-year assignment at Trinity Hill United Methodist, 
was ordained, and have now been blessed to serve almost 20 
years at Versailles UMC.  

In retrospect, I see how God has cared for me, protected 
me, challenged and stretched me through all my life experiences.   
There have been times I’ve failed God and disappointed myself; 
there have been times when I drew on His strength and wisdom 
and made good choices. Through it all, the Lord has been 
consistently by my side; He has proved himself over and over 
again.  Praise His name!

I stepped into our administrative assistant’s office not 
long ago and found myself in a conversation with a parishioner 
struggling with aging and health issues. She asked, “What, if 
anything, is good about growing older?”  Without even thinking 
I responded, “Oh, I know the answer to this one.”  Another 
office helper spun around in her chair and said, “I want to hear 
this!”  So I continued, “The best thing about growing older is our 
complete and utter dependence on the Lord.”  

As we age, if all goes well, we do become more dependent 
on Jesus.  We make more time for quiet and conversation with 
Him.  We count on Him to help us be less reactive and more 
reflective. Our physical eyes may fail, but we can count on the 
Holy Spirit, who gives us spiritual eyes to see ourselves with 
more humility and others with more compassion.  As we choose 
to make Jesus the main thing, the Spirit shows us how to let the 
smaller stuff go.  Our dependence on the Lord is also evidenced 
in greater selflessness, more patience, and understanding.

I recently read in my study Bible about a boy and an old 
man sitting on a dock fishing one summer evening.  As they 
watched the sun set, they talked about many life issues. Then 
the little boy looked up at the old man and asked him, “Does 
anybody ever see God?”  “Son,” said the old man, looking across 
the blue water, “it’s getting so I hardly see anything else.”  In the 
years ahead, I also want to develop increasing dependence on 
our loving God. 
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William Richards
I was born in Steubenville, 

Ohio, on Jan. 30, 1953. My 
mother and I moved to 
Columbus, Ohio, in 1962, 
where I lived until 1996. At 
that time, I left the West Ohio 
Conference of the United 
Methodist Church and moved 
to Mayslick, Kentucky, in order 
to attend seminary. 

After seminary, we ended 
up staying in Kentucky. I stayed 

in Mayslick four years, and during those four years I served 
the Shannon and Bethel churches in Mason County. After 
graduation from seminary, we went from Mayslick to Cave City, 
where I served the Cave City-Highland charge for the next five 
years. We then went to the Tompkinsville First church for three 
years. For the last 11 years, I have served the Bethel-Flat Rock 
charge in Warren County.

I was saved on the last night of a revival, June 14, 1971, one 
week after graduating from high school. Somehow, I knew that 
if I ever got saved, God would call me to preach. I remember 
praying at the altar, “God, I’ll do whatever you want me to do, 
I’ll go wherever you want me to go, but please don’t call me to 
preach.” God had different plans. I fought the call for a year and 
a half, but I finally said, “If you want me to preach, I’ll preach.” 
And now, 45 years later, here we are.

I want to thank God for calling me and never giving up on 
me, and for the Kentucky Conference for being the place to live 
out that call. I also want to thank my wife for always being by 
my side, and for her encouragement and constant support.

As one part of my journey is coming to a close, I am 
looking forward to the next part of the journey to see what God 
has in store.

Kenny Rogers
My name is Kenny Rogers. I 

have served as pastor of the South 
Cadiz Circuit (Bethel and Linton) 
in Trigg County for the past 13 
years. I was born in Trigg County, 
where I grew up on a farm located 
by Little River and Cumberland 
River. I graduated from Trigg 
County High School and attended 
Kentucky Southern University. 

My call into ministry has 
been more of a journey than one 

specific revelation from God. I believe the journey began, as a 
little boy, when I would spend many nights at my grandparents’ 
home. My Grandmother Mary would sit by my bed and read Bible 
stories to me and then kneel and pray with me and pray for me. 
Most members of my family attended worship at Liberty Point 
Baptist Church, where I was saved and baptized as a 23-year-old. 
But Grandmother Mary was a faithful member of Peal’s Chapel 
Methodist Church. 

The journey continued in 1966 when I married Betty, also 
of the Baptist faith. After celebrating the birth of two sons, Ken 
and Matt, God led us to Cadiz Methodist Church in the early 
1970s. We became members and started on the path that led me to 
become a pastor. That path included teaching the high school and 
adult Sunday School classes for 18 years. It also included 12 years 
of working on Emmaus and Chrysalis weekends. One of the most 
challenging and rewarding experiences of my journey was being 
involved in prison ministry for 11 years. 

Then God opened the door in 1995 for a challenge that 
made me very nervous, becoming a UMC lay speaker. It was those 
years that prepared me for the phone call in 2006 from District 
Superintendent Dr. Jay Smith asking me to fill in at Bethel and 
Linton until they found a permanent pastor. As a matter of fact, 
after all these years, every time I see Dr. Jay he tells me they are still 
looking, and we have a good laugh. 

After three years of being a supply pastor and overcoming a 
bout with cancer, I realized that being a pastor was indeed my call. 
So, I attended licensing school and received my license for pastoral 
ministry in May 2009. 

Now, here I am at 72 years of age looking at the next chapter 
in my life. But my heart is full of precious memories of all the years, 
not only serving, but being served by two wonderful churches. 
Bethel and Linton provided a perfect opportunity for me to work 
through my mistakes and grow as a follower of Jesus Christ. They 
also provided great challenges such as adding a fellowship hall at 
Bethel and a new sanctuary at Linton. Betty and I will cherish the 
memories of all the salvations, baptisms and friendships for eternity. 

Thank you Father, and thank you Bethel and Linton families, 
for the greatest experience of our lives. 
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Thomas Smith
When I met the love of my 

life, my wife Cathy, I didn’t know 
she would introduce me to another 
love, the United Methodist Church. 
This introduction led me back to 
finish college at Kentucky Wesleyan, 
a master of divinity degree at 
Candler School of Theology, Emory 
University and a doctor of ministry 
degree from Louisville Presbyterian. 

Cathy, Aaron (our son) and 
I accepted our first appointment 

to the Custer Charge, a five-point charge in Breckinridge County, 
while I attended KWC. I’m not certain who taught me more, the 
professors at KWC or the wonderful folks in Breckinridge County. 
Our second son, Adam, was born while at Custer, so he became 
a part of the itinerant lifestyle that was to be our testimony of 
faithfulness. While attending Candler we served the Gates Chapel/
Nine Mile Circuit in Ellijay, Georgia. The mountains of Georgia 
became a sanctuary to which I could retreat every day after being in 
Atlanta all day.  After graduation we returned home to our first full-
time appointment at Sacramento/South Carrollton. 

Our first station church was Bardstown. My dad used to tease 
that he couldn’t believe the UMC would trust me with five churches. 
When I finally had a station church, he said that I must have been 
demoted. Then merger of the Kentucky and Louisville Annual 
Conferences happened. Bishop Morgan told me he was going to 
send me to the “tri-state area.” I grew up in western Kentucky. I 
knew we called Kentucky/Indiana/Illinois the “tri-state area.” Who 
knew that Kentucky/Ohio/West Virginia was also a “tri-state” area? 
So off to South Ashland we went.

Our next appointment landed us in Louisville at St. Matthews. 
Then I was invited to work with the bishop on the cabinet and 
served as the director of Ministerial Services. My life was changed by 
this opportunity. While I was there the Board of Ordained Ministry 
began the Isaiah Project, which remains near to my heart even to this 
day. When I was appointed to Middletown as senior pastor, I had no 
idea it would be my last appointment, but the time has come.

What a journey. We end our journey much “richer” than we 
began it. Our itinerant lifestyle allowed Aaron and Adam to meet 
their wives, Amanda and Brittany. They have provided us with four 
grandchildren, Mackenna, Mackylee, Mackasen, and Tobias. We 
met lifelong friends in each place we served. The leadership of the 
Annual Conference allowed me to serve in a variety of district and 
conference leadership roles, including two terms on the Council on 
Finance and Administration and working with the BOM for 16 
years as registrar, vice chair and finally DMS. My peers honored me 
by electing me to serve multiple times as a delegate to General and 
Jurisdictional conferences.

We could never have imagined this wonderful journey. Now 
it is time to continue this divine dance with God as the celestial 
orchestra plays a new tune. We give thanks to God for each of you 
who have journeyed with us. Our journey has been made “richer” 
because of you.

David Stearns
I have been associated with 

the United Methodist Church 
all of my life, although I wasn’t 
very committed. In September 
1978, I rededicated my life 
to Christ, and then all things 
became “new.” 

In 1973, I graduated from 
Clinton County High School 
and enlisted in the military, 
serving four years in the Navy. 
In 1977, I was discharged, came 

back home, and married a beautiful lady named Janice. God 
blessed us between 1978 and 1984 with three beautiful children, 
Jamie Dawn, Robert David and April Michelle. 

From 1980 to 1989 I experienced a major transition in my 
life – I received an associate’s degree in arts from the University 
of Kentucky, continued my education at vocational school, and 
worked for the city of Albany as superintendent of a waste-
water treatment plant. 

In 1989, our life would change dramactly. Our family 
attended Cedar Hill UMC, where my wife was the director of 
music and teacher. I held several positions such as Sunday school 
teacher, youth director and Sunday school superintendent. It 
seemed the more I committed myself to service, the more I felt 
there was still something missing.

In 1989, I answered the call to ministry at Sunday morning 
worship service, and contacted my district superintendent later 
in the week concerning my pastoral desire. In June 1989, I was 
appointed senior pastor of a four-point charge in Bon Ayr, 
Kentucky. I attended a course of study for five years and served 
Bon Ayr as pastor for 15 years. My wife and I saw our children 
graduate from the same high school and start off on their own 
careers. In 2004 I was appointed senior pastor at Peolia United 
Methodist Church in Albany, Kentucky. I have been blessed to 
have served as their pastor for 15 years to date.

I retired from the UMC in September 2018. In January 
2019, I was appointed pastor of Lee’s Chapel UMC until June 
2019. I will also remain pastor of Peolia UMC until June of 
2020 (retirement, go figure).

It has truly been an honor and a privilege to have served 
Christ in the United Methodist Church. 
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George Strunk
Romans 8:28 reads: “We 

know that God works all things 
together for good for those who 
love God and those who are called 
according to God’s purpose.” That 
has certainly been true in my 
life.

I was born in Somerset, 
Kentucky, as the older of two 
sons of George and Doris 
Strunk. We moved a lot in 
my early years, following my 

father’s job from Somerset to Elizabethtown,  Morehead,  
Ashland, and finally to Lexington. Looking back, I am 
convinced God was preparing me to be an itinerant Methodist 
preacher who would later serve churches in Clark County, 
Middlesboro, Barbourville, Richmond and Louisville, as well as 
appointments in Northern Kentucky and Lexington as a district 
superintendent. God used the wonderful people in all of these 
places to bless me beyond measure.  

My parents and the faithful people at Bellefonte 
Presbyterian in Ashland and Centenary Methodist in 
Lexington gave me a solid spiritual foundation. Dr. Donald 
Durham was a strong role model for me. But I probably would 
not be here today without the love and support of my youth 
minister in high school, Rev. Sam Morris.  My father lost his 
job when I was a senior in high school. I chose to live at home 
and work my way through college at the University of Kentucky.  
I am indebted to Scott Overly, superintendent of McAlpin’s 
Department Store, who gave me the flexibility to work 
whenever I could fit it in between classes. 

While in college I became engaged to the girl across the 
street, Pollyanna Henzman. At the time of our engagement 
I was planning to be a lawyer, but during my junior year I 
experienced God’s call to ordained ministry. Pollyanna believed 
she would change my mind. My pastor, Don Durham, told me 
to pray about it some more. Pollyanna lobbied and I prayed, but 
neither God nor I changed our minds. Eventually Pollyanna 
became my wife and Don became my spiritual father.  

Because Emory in Atlanta offered me a scholarship, I chose 
to attend seminary there. St. James United Methodist hired 
this unknown Kentucky kid as youth minister. I am so thankful 
for them and all the churches that took a chance on me. I 
completed both my M.Div. and D.Min. at Emory. I am blessed 
with so many friends from my time in Georgia. I know that this 
adventure to Atlanta had God’s handprint all over it. 

I would never have imagined this Wildcat fan would serve 
a church in Louisville, but for the past 18 years Christ Church 
has been my family and Louisville has become home. It is the 
longest I have ever lived anyplace.  I am forever grateful to 
Christ Church’s patience and the bishops’ trust that allowed 
me the privilege of serving the kingdom with this talented and 
gifted community. If you ever see a turtle sitting on a stump, you 
can be sure he didn’t get there by himself. It has been a great 
ride! Thanks be to God!
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Mission Celebration:  
A Table of Generosity Jesus’ Final Discourse

The Lord Jesus counseling, encouraging, and praying.  
The Lord Jesus preparing space for us to be one with God and one with each other.  

The Lord Jesus making a way where there was no way.  
With great suffering yet to come, these are the words spoken from the Holy Imagination of Christ:

“Keep my commandments.  Abide in my love.  Become my disciples.  
Bear much fruit.  Love one another as I have loved You.  

My peace I give to You.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”  
Can you imagine?

Gathering Words Jeff Calhoun

Prelude   You Are God Swahili Choir, Buechel UMC Louisville, KY

Opening Prayer Megan Davidson

Songs of Praise Our God Saves, What A Beautiful Name

Scripture  John 14:15-20, 26-27: The Message Rev. Corey Nelson

Small Group Discussion/Video

How have you been humbled by witnessing the Spirit breathe new life in your neighborhood? 

Song   Great Are You Lord  v.1 & Chorus

Scripture  John 15:1-8, The Message Rev. Reinaldo Gracia Figueroa

Small group discussion/Video
Where have you seen Christ bring forth the fruit of discipleship in your ministry/local church?

Song   Great Are You Lord (bridge & chorus)

Scripture  John 15:9-17, The Message Rev.  David Castle                                        

Small group/Video
When have you experienced the love of Jesus, recently? 

Song   Reckless Love

Offering prayer Rev.  Dr. Eric Bryant

Mission offering
Song during offering  There Is No Other Name Like Yours   Swahili Choir, Buechel UMC
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Invitation to Holy Communion Bishop Fairley & Rev. Tonya Kenner 
You who truly and earnestly repent of your sins,
and are in love and charity with your neighbors, 
and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of God,
and walk from this moment forward in God’s holy ways:
Draw near with faith, and prepare yourself to take the Holy Sacrament 
and make your humble confession to almighty God.

Prayer of Humble Access
All: We do not presume to come to Your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in Your great mercies.
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under Your table.
But gracious and merciful Lord,
You invite us to Your table to partake of this Sacrament of Your Son Jesus Christ,
that we may walk in newness of life, grow into His likeness, 
and may forever dwell in Him and He in us.  Amen.

O Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, grant us Your peace.

Prayer of Pardon
Almighty God, 
Whose great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins
to all who with repentance and true faith turn to You:
Have mercy upon us; 
pardon and deliver us from all our sins; 
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness;
and bring us to everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Hear the good news:
Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 
that proves God’s love toward us.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Glory to God. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with You.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
always and everywhere to give thanks to You,
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. 
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From the earth You bring forth bread and create the fruit of the vine.
You formed us in Your image, delivered us from captivity, 
And made covenant to be our Sovereign God.
You fed us manna in the wilderness, 
And gave grapes as evidence of the promised land. 

And so with Your people on earth and all the company of heaven 
We praise Your name and join in their unending hymn.

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory!
Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!
Save us Lord.  Save us now.

Holy are You, and blessed is Your Son Jesus Christ.
When we had turned aside from Your way and abused Your gifts, 
You gave us in him Your crowning gift. 
Emptying himself, that our joy might be full,
He fed the hungry, healed the sick,
ate with the scorned and forgotten, washed the disciples’ feet,
and gave a holy meal as a pledge of His abiding presence.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection
You gave birth to Your Church, 
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit,

On the night in which He gave Himself up for us, He took bread,
gave thanks to You, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for You.
Do this in remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over He took the cup,
gave thanks to You, gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

And so, in remembrance of these Your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died; Christ has risen; Christ will come again.
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Pour out Your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by His blood.

By Your Spirit make us one with Christ,
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at His heavenly banquet.

Through Your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in Your Holy Church,
all honor and glory is Yours, almighty God, now and for ever.

Amen.

Breaking of Bread

Giving the Bread and Cup

Songs during Communion Swahili Choir, Buechel UMC

Going Forth   John 17: 24-26 The Message Bishop Fairley

Closing Song King of My Heart
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Memorial Service: Good Friday
The Lord Jesus affixed to a cross.  A final breath exhaled by the Giver of Life.  

Bewildered disciples hiding in fear, shame, and confusion for daring to believe and proclaim 
that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  The anguished, muffled whimpers of a mother’s heart 
whose eyes have beheld far too much.  The torrent wave of grief far beyond loss of life and into loss of hope. 

The eyes of Holy Imagination see these images from a different perspective.  It is finished.  
Can you imagine?

Call to Worship Rev. Rob Hoffman

Leader:  We willingly carry this ache.

All:  We carry it, O Father, to You.
 
Leader: You created our hearts for unbroken fellowship.

Yet the constraints of time and place, and the 
stuttering rhythms of life in a fallen world
dictate that all fellowship in these days
will at times be broken or incomplete.

All:  Do not waste my greatest sorrows, O God,
but use them to teach me to live
in Your presence - fully alive to pain and joy, 
sorrow and hope - in the places
where my shattering and Your shaping meet.  
Amen.

Hymn  It is Well 

Remembering with Thanks Rev. Craig Tuck and Rev. Karen Franklin

Prayer Rev. Dr. Jean Hawxhurst

Leader: We acknowledge, O Lord, that it is 
a right and a good thing to miss deeply
those whom we love but with whom 
we cannot be physically present.

All:  Grant us, therefore, courage to love well
even in this time of absence.

Leader: Grant us courage to shrink neither from
the aches nor from the joys that love brings,
for each, willingly received, will accomplish
the good works You have appointed them to do.
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All:  Therefore, we praise You even for our sadness,
knowing that the sorrows we steward in this 
life will, in time, be redeemed.

Leader: We praise You also knowing that these glad
aches are a true measure of the bonds
You have wrought between our hearts.

All: Now use our sorrows as tools in Your hand,
O Lord, shaping our hearts into a truer 
imitation of the affections of Christ.

Leader: Use even this sadness to carve out spaces
in our souls where still greater repositories of
holy affection might be held, unto the end that 
we might better love, in times of absence and in 
times of presence alike.

All: We now entrust all to Your keeping.

Leader: Remembering, O Christ, that You regarded our
helpless estate and came to dwell among us
as the promised fulfillment of all holy desires. 

All:  We turn our hearts now to the remembrance of Your works. Amen

Hymn How Deep the Father’s Love
 
Scripture  Psalm 22:1-24 Rev.  Keith Katterheinrich

Silence 

Sermon  “Wrenching” Rev. Tami Coleman 

Closing Song You Are My King (Amazing Love)                                                                                   
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Samuel Ray Clark
November 18, 1930 – October 26, 2018

The Rev. Samuel R. Clark, 
87, passed away on Oct. 26, 2018, 
at Wesley Manor Memory Care 
Center in Louisville, Kentucky.

He was born Nov. 18, 1930, 
in Lebanon, Kentucky, to Spencer 
and Edna Clark. They were devoted 
Methodists and were members 
of  Lebanon United Methodist 
Church. The Clark family name is 
well known in Lebanon and Marion 
County. Sam’s parents had a lasting 

influence upon him. Their Christian example and guidance were 
strong. He spoke of them often.

Sam is survived by his loving wife, Barbara J. Clark; two adult 
children; Samuel R. Clark Jr. and Melinda Jena Wright; and three 
brothers, Rev. Roy E. Clark, Marcus Clark and Rev. Joseph Clark. 
Two of the surviving brothers are UMC elders; both are now retired.

Sam and Barbara were a great “team” in ministry. They were 
married in Park City UMC, where Sam was pastor. Barbara was a 
great support and encourager and contributed greatly to his ministry.

Sam graduated from Lebanon High School, Lindsey Wilson 
College, Kentucky Wesleyan College and Candler School of 
Theology.

He served the following appointments: Park City, Lindsey 
Wilson College staff, St. Peter, Brandenburg, Bethany, Chapel Hill, 
Scottsville, Jeffersontown, district superintendent of the Bowling 
Green District, and Shelbyville Centenary. In his youth, he was a 
conference officer in the Methodist Youth Fellowship. Sam was a 
committed, dedicated, faithful servant of our Lord.

Sam loved to sing and had a beautiful voice. He led the singing 
in a number of churches during revival services. He and Barbara 
sang in the chancel choir of  Woodlawn UMC in Panama City 
Beach, Florida, where they owned a condominium and spent their 
winters. The people of Woodlawn appreciated them very much.

Sam loved the farm in Marion County. He and Barbara built 
a beautiful home on their farm and eventually sold it and moved to 
Louisville.

He loved University of Kentucky basketball and never missed a 
game on television.

In his retirement years, he continued to be faithful in his 
church attendance. Many were impressed and inspired by his daily 
Bible reading, The Upper Room devotional guide, and prayer. The 
Scriptures were “a lamp unto his feet and a light unto his path.”

His memorial service was held Nov. 3, 2018, at Christ Church 
United Methodist in Louisville, where he and Barbara were 
members, with  Rev. George Strunk, Rev. Gary Gibson, Dr. W. 
Glenn Sowards, and Rev. Fred C. Whitmore officiating.

Sam Clark was a man of immense integrity and will be greatly 
missed by his family and all who cherish his friendship.

Howard Coop
October 28, 1928 – May 23, 2018

For years and years you 
spread God’s word and message 
to the people of Kentucky. 
From Liberty to Lancaster 
to Georgetown, Cynthiana, 
to Ashland, Harlan. All 
these towns you touched so 
many lives. You had so many 
accomplishments in your life. 
You were not only a pastor you 
were an author. You wrote a 
weekly article for numerous 

newspapers for more than 25 years (An Encouraging Word). 
You wrote two books, one which is still on bookshelves today 
(Holy Thoughts from the Holy Land). You traveled with my 
Aunt Kathryn to many states and countries over the years. 
When you traveled to the Holy Land it inspired your latest 
book. 

You were such a kind, gentle, easygoing, selfless man. I 
watched you in amazement as a little boy at church services 
when I came to spend time with you and my Aunt Kathryn. 
Over the years you were such an inspiration to me. You were not 
only my rock, you were a friend and mentor. I watched you take 
care of my Aunt Kathryn for seven years during her sickness, 
as she had become immobile and could not take care of herself. 
How you did it I don’t know. 

After your passing what I had already known was 
confirmed even more, as so many people told me how much 
you had touched their lives. I miss the trips to church with you 
and the special dinners we had from time to time afterward. It 
was truly a special time with a very special person in my life. As 
much as I miss you, I know that you are in the place you have 
worked to get to all your life, and you have been reunited with 
Aunt Kathryn and all the family members we have lost over the 
years. Thank you for everything. You are missed so much. On 
behalf of everyone, family and friends, you will be in our hearts 
forever. 

Your great-nephew, Ron Moberly
(Rev. Coop received degrees from Burkesville High School, 

a BA degree and the Regents Medal for Oratory from Eastern 
Kentucky University, and a BD degree from the Candler 
School of Theology. In 1953, he was admitted on trial into the 
Kentucky Annual Conference, then ordained a deacon a year 
later. In 1955 he became an elder in full connection. He served 
42 years as a pastor of small, medium and large churches.)
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Billy Joe Cox
December 19, 1926 – April 19, 2019

Rev. Billy J. Cox, 92, passed 
peacefully in his sleep on April 
19, 2019.

He was born in Scott 
County, Tennessee, on Dec. 
19, 1926. His childhood and 
youth years were in Greenville, 
Kentucky, where his family was 
active in Greenville Methodist 
Church. He was recommended 
for a local preacher’s license 
in 1945 by Rev. Nolan, of 

Woodlawn Church in Owensboro, Kentucky. 
In 1947 he married Velma Marie Davis, his wife of 72 

years.  To this union two children were born:  Dwayne Davis 
Cox, Ph.D. and Ruth Ann Cox Pence, J.D.

He graduated from Kentucky Wesleyan College and 
Candler School of Theology at Emory University.  In 1982 
Union College conferred on him the honorary degree of doctor 
of divinity.

During his ministerial career, he served as student pastor 
of churches in the mountains of eastern Kentucky and the 
mountains of the North Georgia Conference.

In 1954 he was ordained an elder.  Bishop William 
Watkins signed his certificate.

Dr. J.G. Akin, Owensboro district superintendent, made his 
first full-time pastoral appointment:  with a stack of 3 x 5 cards 
on which were written the names of “someone” who might be 
interested in building a new Methodist church in Owensboro.  
Three years later, when the first worship service was held in 
what is now Wesleyan Heights United Methodist Church, he 
was the humble and thankful organizer and first pastor of that 
new church.

In 1957 his appointment was as conference director of 
youth work, followed by appointments to Hodgenville (land 
of Lincoln), St. Mark in Louisville, Crescent Hill, Bethany, 
Campbellsville First Church, and Morganfield First Church.  
He participated in two pulpit exchanges in England:  London in 
1974 and Cornwall in 1978.

During WWII he volunteered for the Merchant Marines, 
the Army Infantry and the Air Force.  In 1957 the Methodist 
Church Commission on Chaplaincy approved his appointment 
as a chaplain in the Air Force Reserves.  He was always excited 
about each opportunity to serve.

He served on the Board of Trustees of the old Methodist 
Evangelical Hospital; the Board of Trustees of Lindsey Wilson 
College, where he served as secretary and later as chairman of 
the board; and the Board of Trustees of Union College, where 
he was still a trustee emeritus.

In the 1970s and ‘80s he hosted on WHAS the 
radio program “Fifty Seconds Please,” a three-times-daily 
inspirational message.

He was the author of three books:  “Forty Days on the 
Mountain” (a Lenten devotional), “Growing up White” and 
“Journey Through Time.”

Firm in his belief that God loves all his children, he was a 
champion of human rights, the poor, the helpless and freedom 
of the right for every individual to choose his lifelong journey.

He retired in 1992.  He was beloved by his wife, his family 
and his many friends. 

Well done, good and faithful servant.

Harold Edward Henson
April 20, 1931 – March 11, 2019

Rev. Dr. Harold E. Henson, 87, 
of Shelbyville, Kentucky, died March 
11, 2019, in Lexington.  

Born in Junction City, 
Kentucky, he was the son of the 
late Samuel William and Lilly 
Phillips Henson.  He received a 
master’s degree in divinity from 
Emory University in Atlanta and an 
honorary doctorate from Kentucky 
Wesleyan College.  

A Methodist minister for more than 55 years, he pastored 
churches in Mitchellsburg, Whitley City, Williamsburg, Barbourville, 
Somerset, Frankfort, Corbin, La Grange, Versailles, and Bedford. 
He also formerly served as district superintendent for the Covington 
District. He enjoyed collecting antiques, painting china, and 
cultivating flowers. He especially enjoyed spending time with family. 

A devoted husband, father, grandfather, and great-grandfather, 
his survivors include his wife of more than 66 years, Frances 
Hawkins Henson of Shelbyville; a son, Michael Henson ( Jana) 
of Frankfort;  daughters Jennifer Decker (Bill) of Waddy and 
Lisa Faulkner (Todd) of Midlothian, Virginia; six grandchildren, 
Daniel Henson of Manchester, David Henson of Lexington, Jessica 
Schmidt (Danny) of Lexington, William Decker III (Amanda) of 
New York City, Laura Beth Williamson ( Josh) of Midlothian, and 
Ann-Michelle Faulkner of Richmond, Virginia; and two great-
granddaughters, Charlotte Schmidt and Isabella Williamson. 

A Celebration of Life service was held March 18, 2019, at 
Centenary United Methodist Church in Shelbyville, with Bishop 
Al Gwinn and Revs. Henry Lenoir, Daniel Henson, and Scott 
Woodburn officiating.  Interment was in Highview Cemetery in 
Chaplin.
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David Herndon
November 29, 1966 – March 10, 2019

Rev. David Herndon, 52, of 
Ashland, Kentucky, died March 10, 
2019.  

He was born and raised 
in Hamilton, Alabama, the son 
of Edgar and Sarah McCarter 
Herndon Jr..  He moved to 
Kentucky with his ministry. He 
loved the outdoors, the beach, 
swimming, golf, UK basketball and 
the Alabama Crimson Tide.  

David’s call to ministry began in the 1980s through an Emmaus 
Walk in Alabama.  His journey with God would take him to Asbury 
Seminary, and then he would pastor churches in Cullman, Alabama; 
Princeton, Kentucky; Lexington, Kentucky; and eventually to 
Ashland.  

David loved the Lord and loved to help people. His smile 
and laughter were infectious and put those around him at ease.  
Countless numbers of friends and acquaintances have told stories 
of David’s encouragement, support and teaching that led them to a 
relationship with Christ.  

His impact touched all ages, from young to old. The youth at 
Centenary United Methodist, where David was senior pastor, grew 
from three to 50 thanks to David’s dedication, love, care and concern 
for the underprivileged youth.  David’s last Wednesday service 
was spent teaching and then serving the Lord’s Supper with each 
member –   a service that not only blessed the youth but blessed him 
as well.  

David also helped organize an after-school tutoring program for 
middle schoolers in Ashland.  These students not only received help 
with their homework, but even more important, they experienced the 
love of Jesus.  David was also very active in mission work, having just 
completed his 15th trip to Honduras. 

He is survived by his wife, Donna Burton Herndon; his parents; 
a son, Joshua Herndon of Ashland; two daughters, Jordan Jessup of 
Jacksonville, North Carolina, and Madison Crum of Lexington; and 
a sister, Rose Galloway of Winfield, Alabama.

His funeral was held March 14, 2019, at First United Methodist 
Church of Ashland, with Revs. Brad Smart and Keith Katterheinrich 
officiating. Burial was in Hughes Cemetery in Lawrence County, 
Kentucky.

David was a man after God’s own heart. His time here on this 
Earth was short, but his impact will live on forever in the lives of so 
many he touched.  It is comforting to his wife and other loved ones 
to know that Jesus gathered David in his arms and took him to a 
better place. 

“Fly high my beautiful husband, you are loved and missed.”
“ROLL TIDE!”

Walter Burchett McGee
August 10, 1937 – September 10, 2018

Rev. Walter B. McGee, 
81, of Newburgh, Indiana, died 
Sept. 10, 2018.

He was born in Louisville, 
Kentucky, on Aug. 10, 1937. 
When a student at Western 
Kentucky University studying 
to be a research chemist, Walter 
felt the call to ministry. Through 
the Wesley Foundation and 
under the guidance of Lewis 
Ricketts, the director, he 

pursued and obtained his credentials as an ordained minister in 
the Methodist Church on May 28, 1964. During this time, he 
served churches in Edmonson County and in Allen County. 

He met his wife, Pat, at the Wesley Foundation and they 
were married in February 1961. While a student in Vanderbilt 
Divinity School they welcomed their son, Walter Todd, into 
their family. Upon graduation from seminary in May 1964, he 
was appointed director of the Wesley Foundation at Western. 
This was an extremely rewarding experience that culminated in 
lifelong friendships until the day he passed. 

After 16 years in this appointment, he served as chaplain at 
Community Methodist Hospital in Henderson for eight years. 
He retired after 25 years of service in the Louisville Conference 
and pursued his ministry as a pastoral counselor until joining 
the Henderson County school system as director of a Family 
Resource Center in one of the elementary schools helping 
at-risk children. At that time he also became pastor of Baskett 
Christian Church in Henderson County, where he served for 24 
years.

Walter’s greatest passion outside of his ministry was 
restoring and repairing antique clocks. He personally collected 
several hundred. He was also fascinated by coins and strived to 
collect at least one coin from every country in the world.

Walter served as God’s messenger in each phase of his 
ministry, and he was loved and respected by those people whom 
he served. He gave so much of himself to others while still 
being a loving husband and father. He is greatly missed by those 
who loved him.

A memorial service for Walter was held at First United 
Methodist Church, Henderson, on Sept. 15, 2018, with Dr. 
Hollis Marshall officiating. David Crafton, a friend, also spoke 
representing the Lions Club, of which Walter was a member 
for 38 years. Burial was Sept. 22, 2018, at Alexandria Cemetery, 
Alexandria, Kentucky, officiated by Rev. Roger Dill, a Western 
Wesley Foundation alumnus.
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Joan T. Stephenson
October 13, 1931 – February 25, 2019

Rev. Joan T. Stephenson 
passed away Feb. 25, 2019, at 
the age of 87.

She is survived by 
her husband, Rev. Ralph 
Stephenson; daughters, Patricia 
LaConte (Michael) and Barbara 
Hinkle; grandchildren Stephen 
LaConte (Leslie), Michael 
Joseph LaConte (Kelliann), 
Joseph LaConte, Meghan 
Hinkle, Katherine LaConte 

(Darren Kochis), Jessica Smiley-Bright ( Joshua Bright), and 
Stephanie Nees (Aaron); and nine great-grandchildren.

Joan was born Oct. 13, 1931, in Bicknell, Indiana. She 
was the daughter of Maxwell and Dorothy Taylor and had 
three brothers and one sister.  She was married Aug. 7, 1948 
at the age of 16. If only she knew then that she would later be 
celebrating her 70th wedding anniversary in August 2018.

Throughout her life, she had several occupations including 
small-business ownership, but the one she was most passionate 
about was her work in the ministry.  After her two daughters 
graduated college, she completed her GED and received her 
high school diploma, then she and Ralph went into the ministry 
for the United Methodist Church, becoming the first married 
couple in the Kentucky Annual Conference.  She continued in 
the ministry until retirement and then settled in Florida.

She was a devoted wife, loving mother, and devout follower 
of God. In her final days she was surrounded by her entire 
family.Her funeral was held March 2, 2019, at G.H. Herrmann 
Funeral Home, Greenwood, Indiana. Interment was in Forest 
Lawn Memory Gardens.

Robert Gregory Tate
February 17, 1954 – February 17, 2019

Robert Gregory Tate passed 
away Feb. 17, 2019.

  Gregg was a retired 
United Methodist minister.  He 
served at Cedar Grove UMC 
(Shepherdsville), Fern Creek UMC, 
and most recently once again at 
Cedar Grove. Other churches 
that he served through the years 
were Stevenson Chapel UMC, 
Russellville; West Side UMC, 

Bowling Green; Hawesville UMC, Hawesville; Erlanger UMC, 
Erlanger; and Greenville UMC, Greenville.

He is survived by his high school sweetheart and wife of 42 
years, Arlene Bailey Tate, and his father-in-law, Marion (Bud) Bailey.

Gregg’s funeral was held Feb. 21, 2019, at Heady-Hardy Funeral 
Home with burial following in Louisville Memorial Gardens West.
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William Ralph Vanderford Jr.
March 19, 1947 – September 14, 2018

Rev. William Ralph 
(Bill) Vandeford Jr., 71, died 
Sept. 14, 2018, at his home in 
Harrodsburg, Kentucky.

Bill answered the call to 
Christian ministry as a teenager 
in Tampa, Florida. College was 
interrupted by the draft, and he 
spent three years in the Army. 
The Vanderfords first came to 
Kentucky in 1975 for Bill to 

attend seminary in Louisville. During his 38-year ministerial 
career, he served congregations in Tennessee; Santa Cruz, 
Bolivia; and Kentucky. He came back to Kentucky in 1987 
to serve on the staff of the Louisville Conference Council on 
Ministries.

Bill collected life experiences rather than possessions. 
Right before he retired, his family tried to count all his jobs, 
beginning with a newspaper route when he was 12, and 
including lifeguard, taxi driver and dispatcher, Army chaplain’s 
assistant, state parole and probation officer, department store 
Santa, halfway house director, crisis intervention counselor, 
founder/director of a bilingual school, and producer and host of 
a television series about faith-based ethics.

Bill was considering alternative service in 1980 when 
the opportunity came to pastor the only English-language 
congregation in Santa Cruz, Bolivia. The Holston Conference 
bishop agreed to appoint him, on the condition that pledges for 
six months’ salary be secured before the appointment process 
began—in 11 days! It seemed impossible, but Bill began making 
phone calls and the afternoon before the deadline, the goal was 
reached. Three months later, Bill and his family were on the way 
to South America for a life-changing five-year ministry. 

Bill preached many times on Matthew 25:34-40, and the 
passage describes how he lived:

“Then the King will say . . . ‘I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something 
to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, 
I was in prison and you came to visit me. . . . Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me.’”

While Bill was a missionary pastor in Santa Cruz, Bolivia, 
a church in the States sent him a $300 check as a Christmas 
gift; he used the money to purchase a horse and wagon and 
set up a young Bolivian husband and father with a mobile 
produce business to support his family. One of his daughters 
recalls “going to jail with Daddy” when he encouraged his 
congregation to provide worship services at a prison. He 
inspired a congregation to raise enough money to drill a well 
and provide water for an entire South American village. And, 
even though he had no experience as a tailor, when a little girl 
in his first congregation was having her tonsils out, Bill made 
a stuffed teddy bear to give her; then he challenged the church 
ladies to start making stuffed toys as a ministry.

Joseph Francis William Wallace Sr. 
May 13, 1932 – March 19, 2019

Pastor Frank Wallace, 87, 
finished this earthly life and entered 
his heavenly home on March 
19, 2019, having won his long 
brave battle with illness.  He died 
peacefully at home surrounded by 
his loving family.  

He is survived by his beloved 
wife of 63 years, Lena Idella Walters 
Wallace; daughters Debra Wallace-
Padgett (Lee), Robin Johns (Gene), 
Barbara Kinghorn (Kevin); sons 

Joseph “Rocky” Wallace (Denise) and Mark Wallace (Chris); 14 
grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; two sisters, Dale Phelps 
and Kay Lemaster (Ken); and several nieces and nephews.  He is 
also survived by his devoted dog, Holly. 

Pastor Frank was an ordained elder in the United Methodist 
Church.  He served faithfully for 57 years including 10 churches in 
five Kentucky counties:  Kavanaugh Circuit (Buchanan Chapel, Bear 
Creek and Kavanaugh Chapel), Cannonsburg, East Fork, Irvine, 
Jackson Chapel, Garrett Chapel, Lindsey Chapel and Melrose.

He was a man with many interests including farming, animals 
and sports (especially UK basketball and football and Cincinnati 
Reds baseball).  Most important, he loved people, his family and his 
Lord.   He was known for his warm, friendly smile with which he 
still greeted everyone he saw until the last day of his life.  

His favorite way to begin a worship service was by saying, 
“God is good.  All the time.” The congregation would respond, “All 
the time.  God is good.”   He believed that statement with all of his 
heart to the very end.   

Frank Wallace is greatly missed by his family and friends.  
However, we rejoice in the new chapter of life he is now enjoying in 
heaven with the One he served for so many years.  



45

Wallace Alfred Williams
November 23, 1930 – December 4, 2018

Rev. Wallace Alfred 
Williams (Bro. Al), 88, was 
suddenly called home on Dec. 4, 
2018, at the Episcopal Church 
Home in Louisville, Kentucky. 

He was born Nov. 23, 
1930, in Henderson County, 
Kentucky. Alfred was a farm 
boy who grew up behind a mule 
and a plow, raised in a home 
without electricity or running 
water, and yet achieved two 

degrees (Kentucky Wesleyan College and Candler School of 
Theology at Emory University) and a multitude of honors for an 
illustrious career as a true servant of the Lord and community 
volunteer.  

Married to his college sweetheart, Helen Crafton Williams, 
together they raised three children.  Alfred was preceded in 
death by his wife; daughter Anniesse and son Harold.  Alfred is 
survived by daughter Beth Speedy; grandchildren Courtney and 
Matthew; and great-grandson Hudson. 

Alfred and Helen served a multitude of communities 
throughout Georgia and Kentucky in the Louisville Conference 
with a special emphasis on rural ministries.  Alfred served at 
Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, and was especially devoted to 
Camp Loucon from its very early years in the 1950s until his 
move to Louisville in 2017.  Together, they influenced so many 
lives, “practicing what they preached” to the fullest.  Alfred and 
Helen always warmly welcomed any and all members of the 
community into the Church as well as opening the doors of the 
parsonage and lending a hand whenever the need arose.  

Alfred served on the Civil Defense, Red Cross, as chief 
of the Cloverport Fire Department and EMT, and scout 
leader in numerous communities.  Alfred was always willing to 
provide assistance in any way he could by clothing, feeding, and 
providing a home to those in need as well as teaching the basics 
of life, using Christian principles.  Alfred loved to teach the 
glory of God through nature, especially to his own children and 
the campers he ministered to at Loucon.  

After living in parsonages throughout their career, upon 
his retirement, Alfred and Helen purchased their one and only 
home in Leitchfield, Kentucky.  He continued his pastoral 
career volunteering as Santa Claus as well as filling in for 
vacationing pastors at a number of United Methodist churches 
in western Kentucky, lending a hand wherever he was needed 
until he moved to Louisville in 2017 to be near his daughter.

Alfred continued his volunteer service at the Episcopal 
Church Home in Louisville and was recognized in 2018 by the 
University of Louisville Institute for Sustainable Health and 
Optimal Aging for his volunteer efforts as a senior citizen in his 
new community, including one last glorious appearance for all 
of the ECH families as Santa Claus, two days before his sudden 
passing.
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Fay E. Babb  
March 10, 1927 – May 3, 2018

Fay Ellen Elizabeth 
Denton, 91, widow of Rev. 
Clyde Babb, died peacefully 
May 3, 2018, at the home in 
Robards, Kentucky, that she and 
Clyde built.

She was born to Louia 
Fletcher “Bud” and Callie 
Denton on March 10, 1927. 
She lived a life of service to 
God, family, her church family, 
and the ministry she shared 

with her beloved husband of 62 years. Being a Methodist 
pastor’s wife was not only a role that she adored but that she 
took very seriously. It was not always easy, but she navigated the 
journey with effortless grace. Each appointment was approached 
as a team. The ministry was a partnership. 

One of the most amazing testaments of her love of God 
and family came in the form of selfless service. As a child, Fay 
was only able to attend school for a few years as she was tasked 
with staying home to help on the farm and with her younger 
siblings. Although she valued education and eagerly worked and 
sacrificed to help her husband and children earn their degrees, 
she struggled to read. Trusting in his nonjudgmental spirit, 
she allowed her husband, who had earned a doctorate with her 
support, to teach her to read. Later, as his eyes failed, she would 
read the scriptures so that he could prepare his sermons. A circle 
of faith and adoration, all in service to the Lord they loved.

Fay was a devoted member of Robards United Methodist 
Church and of Eastern Star. Her legacy of love includes three 
children, Calvin Babb (Neetie), Anna Joyce Babb (Charles 
Albertson) Callie Carroll (Ed); 10 grandchildren; 23 great-
grandchildren; seven great-great grandchildren; two sisters; 
several nieces and nephews and a host of church family and dear 
friends. Her funeral was held May 6, 2018, at Benton-Glunt 
Funeral Home. Entombment followed in Fairmont Mausoleum 
in Henderson, Kentucky.

 Fay and Rev. Babb are forever memorialized by their loved 
ones and her estate through the endowed Dr. Clyde Bethel 
and Fay Babb Memorial Religion Scholarship at Kentucky 
Wesleyan College. The award is given annually and assists 
young people who have a heart for service and ministry in their 
educational endeavors. Their love, her grace and kindness, linger 
still. 

Proverbs 31 25-29: She is clothed with strength and dignity; 
she can laugh at the days to come. She speaks with wisdom, and 
faithful instruction is on her tongue. Her children arise and call her 
blessed; her husband also, and he praises her.

Virginia Louise Kays Chamberlin 
December 12, 1929 – June 3, 2018

Virginia Louise Kays 
Chamberlin, 88, wife of Rev. Richard 
Chamberlin, passed away June 3, 
2018, at her home in Lancaster, 
Kentucky.

She was born Dec 12, 1929, 
in Mercer County to the late John 
Wesley and Lida Moore Kays.  She 
graduated from Lafayette High 
School and Asbury College.

Virginia met Richard 
Chamberlin while they were 

attending Asbury College, where he was training to be a minister.  
They married Aug. 28, 1954, at Epworth UMC in Lexington, 
Kentucky.  Virginia went on to become a librarian at Asbury College 
and Anderson County High School.  

During 40 years of ministry, Virginia and Richard served many 
congregations throughout Kentucky: Chaplin/Green’s Chapel, 
Bloomfield, Eminence, St. Luke of Covington, Catlettsburg First, 
Carlisle, Campton/Hazel Green, Barbourville, Lancaster, and 
St. Paul of Frankfort, from where they retired in 1994. Virginia 
supported her husband for many years as the epitome of a minister’s 
wife.  She loved music and enjoyed playing the piano and singing in 
the church choir. They moved back to Lancaster after retirement.

Virginia went to be with the Lord on Sunday, June 3, 2018, 
which also happened to be Richard’s 90th birthday. His party went 
on as planned, and as family members celebrated Richard’s Earthly 
birthday, they also celebrated Virginia’s heavenly birthday! 

 She is missed by her loving husband and their five children, 
Anne Lewis, Carol (Clark) Siler, Laura (Randall) Williams, John 
(Susan) Chamberlin, and Philip (Danna) Chamberlin; her brother, 
John (Audra) Kays; eight grandchildren Jessica ( Jeff ) Caicedo, Randi 
(Matt) McQueary, Brian Lewis, David (Kayla) Williams, Shelby, 
Jacob and Luke Chamberlin, and Adam Chamberlin; and five great-
grandchildren, Gabriel and Trinity Caicedo, Spencer and Lincoln 
McQueary, and Walker Williams. 
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Margaret Louise Edwards
May 17, 1930 – July 15, 2018

Margaret Louise Taitt Edwards, 
88, wife of the late Rev. Dr. Earl 
Edwards, went to be with the Lord 
on July 15, 2018. 

She was the devoted wife 
of 50 years to Rev. Edwards and 
the mother of Earline (Herbert) 
Spencer, Charlotte Wolfinbarger, 
Cheryl Koller ( Joe) Amann, 
and Melissa Edwards (Perry) 
Wing; loving grandmother to: 
eight grandchildren, 19 great-

grandchildren and one great-great-grandson. She is also survived by 
her sister-in-law, Rosemary Taitt, and numerous nieces, nephews, 
and friends. 

Her funeral was held July 19, 2018, at Erlanger United 
Methodist Church. Entombment was in Forest Lawn Memorial 
Park Mausoleum, Erlanger, Kentucky

Elsie Marie Fish
July 31, 1929 – April 10, 2019

Elsie Marie Fish, 89, went 
home to be with her Heavenly 
Father on April 10, 2019. 

She was the former Elsie 
Goehringer, and a member of 
Epworth United Methodist 
Church. Elsie was preceded 
in death by her husband Rev. 
Dudley L. Fish.

Elsie lived in Louisville 
most of her life and graduated 
from an all-girls school, 

Shawnee High. As a wife of a United Methodist pastor, she 
also lived in several Kentucky cities, including Hardinsburg, 
Monticello, Russellville, Hodgenville, Elkton and Bowling 
Green. She was a caring, loving wife, mother, sister, aunt, 
grandmother great-grandmother and friend. 

Elsie was active in leading women’s groups, the Emmaus 
Walk retreats and working with children and youth at church. 
She often encouraged others through her prayers and her 
faithful card ministry. She enjoyed crocheting and making 
Christmas ornaments, bookmarks, Chrismon symbols and other 
craft projects. She worked part-time at Sears for several years.

Elsie and Dudley always loved music and attending 
musicals at Derby Dinner Playhouse. Their children continued 
this love for music. Two daughters retired from teaching music 
in the school system and her son, who works at the Ford Truck 
Plant in Louisville, has recorded two CDs.

Another passion of Elsie’s was traveling. She and Dudley 
enjoyed the Florida beaches, and trips to Hawaii and the Holy 
Land. The past few summers she traveled with her family to 
the Smoky Mountains of Tennessee and Lake Junaluska, North 
Carolina, for vacations.

Survivors include one son, Stephen Fish (Stacy); daughters 
Dianne Gardner (Steve), Sherlyn Berry, and Darlene Wilmore; 
sisters Betty Hicks and Delores Moerdyk; three granddaughters, 
Emily (Nate) Eldridge, Amy (Brian) Dudgeon and Andrea 
Richardson; and five great-grandchildren, Natosha, Zachary, 
Braxton, Shelby and Maria. 
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Thelma H. Hart
February 25, 1931 – October 17, 2018

Thelma H. Hart, wife of 
the late Rev. George Edward 
Hart, died Oct. 17, 2018. She 
was 87.

She was born Feb. 25, 
1931. They were married in 
1950 and had two daughters. 

Together they spent more 
than 35 years serving local 
churches in the old Kentucky 
Conference before Rev. Hart’s 
retirement in 1987. He died in 
2001. 

Stella C. (Stancil) Held
December 3, 1937 – December 18, 2018

Stella C. (Stancil) Held, 81, wife 
of Rev. Richard Held Sr., died Dec. 
18, 2018, in Somerset, Kentucky. 

Stella always wanted to be a 
pastor’s wife. When she married 
Richard, he was an electrical 
engineering student at the University 
of Florida. Seventeen years later, 
when he accepted his call to ministry, 
Stella’s father, John W. Stancil, said 
Dick was doomed to be a pastor. 

Stella was a loving mother 
of four children: Susan, Sharon, Richard Jr. and Pam. From these 
children came nine grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. She 
had several hobbies, such as camping, nature walks, family picnics 
and playing the piano in church. 

She also worked as the youth leader at Oil Spring UMC, 
secretary of the Chamber of Commerce in Middlesboro, secretary 
at Pikeville College and director of the Salvation Army outreach in 
Somerset. 

However, her greatest job was in being a very effective pastor’s 
wife.

Her funeral was held Dec. 21, 2018, at Southern Oaks Funeral 
Home with Rev. Chris Jasper, Rev. Paul Williams and Pat Williams 
officiating. Burial was in Lakeside Memorial Gardens. 
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Phyllis Gwinn Johnson Lovell
December 15, 1940 – September 16, 2018

Phyllis Gwinn Johnson Lovell, 
76, wife of Rev. Gene Lovell, 
died Sept. 16, 2018, in Louisville, 
Kentucky.  

She was born in Russell County, 
Kentucky, but moved to Monticello 
at a very young age when her 
family’s farm was taken to establish 
Lake Cumberland.

Phyllis is survived by her 
husband of more than 61 years; her 
daughter, Ruth Ann, of Louisville; 

her son, David Gene (Vickie), of Louisville; a granddaughter, Kristen 
(Colbie) Wacker, and their son and daughter, Canan and Kassidie, 
of Jacksonville, Florida; Phyllis’ brother, Phil Johnson, and his son, 
Stuart (Kim), of Monticello.

 Phyllis married Gene during her senior year at Wayne County 
High School, while Gene was in his first year of service as a United 
Methodist pastor in the Louisville Annual Conference.  During 
their years serving various parishes, Phyllis was the voice of love and 
kindness to all those she met, fielding those countless phone calls 
that came to the parsonage every day.  She also taught school for a 
couple of years.

Upon retirement, Phyllis and Gene moved to Louisville.  For 
more than 20 years, Phyllis kept a watchful eye on her family.  She 
always inspired and gave loving encouragement.  Phyllis kept up 
with all the family details, both personal and business. She was the 
support and guide for the everyday life of her family.

 During the last several years, Phyllis was not physically able 
to attend church. Yet she never missed a Sunday sermon, thanks to 
her TV pastor. Phyllis’ faith and kindness, even in sickness, was her 
greatest joy to us, her family!  The life she lived, loving her family 
unconditionally, in every way, will inspire us every day to live and 
serve in a way that will bring us to see her at the end of the road.  
Farewell our love; you are greater than human words can express!

 Phyllis’ funeral was held Sept. 21, 2018, at Newcomers Funeral 
Home East Louisville Chapel.  Revs. Jim Kingry and Craig Tuck 
provided a beautiful and meaningful service for her.  The burial 
service was in Memorial Garden East.

Bettye Schroerlucke
April 2, 1930 – January 10, 2019

Bettye Jean Everley 
Schroerlucke, 88, wife of Rev. 
Gilbert Schroerlucke, died Jan. 
10, 2019.

She was born April 2, 1930, 
in Ohio County, Kentucky.

Her roots were deep in the 
soil of Ceralvo, and she never 
forgot those roots and deep family 
ties that bound them.

Bettye entered Kentucky 
Wesleyan College at the age of 17. 

There, she met and fell in love with Gilbert Schroerlucke, whom 
she married in 1948. After Gilbert completed seminary at Candler 
Theological Seminary, he and Bettye and their three young 
children, Keith, Kaye and Kathy, returned to Kentucky, where 
Gilbert established a new church in Louisville, Preston Highway 
Methodist. Later, they were blessed with two more daughters, 
Kim and Kelly.

Devoted to God, her husband, family and the church, Bettye 
and Gilbert served four additional Methodist churches across 
the state: Cadiz (western Kentucky), Market Street (Louisville), 
Irvington (central Kentucky), and West Broadway (Louisville). 
At each appointment, Bettye proved to be a tireless worker in the 
church − teaching Sunday school, vacation Bible school, leading 
women’s groups, and working with children, youth and young 
adults.

Bettye is remembered for her beautiful singing voice that 
graced many Christmas Eve and Sunday morning services, often 
singing duets with Gilbert. She also initiated and led children’s 
choirs. Bettye began and directed the first community day-care 
center at West Broadway Methodist Church. This labor of love 
touched hundreds of lives and positively affected families through 
the generations. Eventually, she completed bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees and taught in the Jefferson County Public Schools for 
nearly 20 years.

In retirement, and after decades of living in church-owned 
parsonages, Bettye and Gilbert bought their first house in 
Louisville. During the next several decades, Bettye enjoyed home 
ownership, being with family, traveling, flower gardening, and her 
participation at Fourth Avenue UMC. In 2012, Bettye and Gil 
moved into a patio home at Wesley Manor Retirement Village in 
Louisville.

At Fourth Avenue, Bettye volunteered in multiple community 
services, including the Open Door ministry, and was active in 
the United Methodist Women. Her dedicated service at Fourth 
Avenue continued until her death. Her welcoming outreach to 
everyone attending Sunday morning worship is greatly missed 
today.

Bettye was an advocate for justice, equality and inclusion. She 
felt great pain when people were excluded from the full ministries 
of the church she loved. Throughout her life, she was a bridge for 
bringing people together and offering full acceptance.

She greatly loved Gilbert, her husband for more than 70 
years. She made every parsonage a home for her children and 
embraced them with love, understanding, and hope. The strength 
and beauty she found in living has been passed on to her five 
children and their spouses, her nine grandchildren and 14 great-
grandchildren.

Bettye left a legacy of love, courage and a vision for a better 
world.
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Jack J. Scott
July 27, 1922 – October 23, 2018

Jack Jeffers Scott was born 
in Meade County, Kentucky, 
on July 27, 1922.  Jack was 
just a few weeks old when the 
presiding elder came to Big 
Spring Methodist Church and 
baptized him.  

Jack attended Meade 
County High School, along 
with his high school sweetheart, 
Minnie Alice Bondurant.  Jack 
and Alice married when they 

were teenagers.  Less than a year after their marriage, the U.S. 
entered World War II.  Soon after, Jack joined the Navy.  

After the war was over, Jack and Alice moved to Lexington, 
where Jack enrolled at the University of Kentucky.  He received 
a bachelor’s degree in agriculture from UK.  

Jack’s career included teaching agriculture, farming, farm 
management, and banking.  Jack was the founding president 
of Citizens Bank of Elizabethtown.  He also worked for state 
government as the director of marketing development in the 
Department of Commerce, and later was a stockbroker.

Jack and Alice were the parents of five children:  Alice 
Joan Scott Robey, Rachel Scott Marshall, John J. Scott, William 
L. Scott, and Ann Bondurant Scott.  Their daughter Rachel 
is a retired elder in the Kentucky Conference.  They had nine 
grandchildren, one deceased, and several great-grandchildren.  

With full encouragement and support from Jack, Alice 
entered the ministry as a second career, after their children were 
grown.  Alice received elder’s orders in 1982.  Jack was an active 
minister’s spouse, often singing solos in church, and helping out 
wherever necessary.  

Jack was elected as a lay delegate to General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences.  He served eight years on the 
General Board of Global Ministries, and was chair of the 
Investment Committee for the board during those years.  
During his work on the board, he traveled to the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo to work with pastors there in 
strengthening the work of mission. Together, Jack and Alice, 
along with some of their parishioners, went on mission trips to 
Haiti, Guatemala, and other locations.

Both Jack and Alice were faithfully committed to fairness 
and inclusiveness for all God’s children.  

In his retirement years, Jack devoted a great deal of time 
to caring for Woodspoint, the 500-acre family nature preserve 
on the Ohio River in Meade County.  He described it this way:  
“It is a diverse woodland of springs, a creek, several ponds, both 
old- and new-growth timber, and an abundance of wildlife 
including bobcats, wild turkeys, deer, and smaller animals, and 
numerous plant species, some of which are endangered.”  Jack 
and Alice loved to go to Woodspoint, to walk in the forest, and 
to sit by the fire in the old log cabin.    

Jack and Alice celebrated their 75th wedding anniversary 
just a couple of months before Alice died in 2016.  Jack’s earthly 
journey ended on Oct. 23, 2018. He was 96. 

Mayron Claypool Sharber
March 4, 1934 – March 20, 2019

Mayron Claypool Sharber, 85, 
of Bowling Green,  wife of Rev. 
Harold Sharber,  died at Bowling 
Green Medical Center on March 20, 
2019. 

Mayron was born March 4, 
1934, and was the daughter of Earl 
and Effie Leona (Peggy) Claypool 
from the Greenhill Community in 
Warren County, Kentucky. 

Mayron and Harold wed June 1, 
1951 – a marriage of nearly 68 years. 

In addition to Harold, Mayron is survived by three sons, 
Lewis (Kitty) of Louisville, Keith (Vickie) of Owensboro, and 
Terrill ( Jennifer) of Bowling Green; 11 grandchildren; six great-
grandchildren; two great-great-grandchildren; and a sister, Barbara 
Hendrick (Ronnie) of Bowling Green. She was extremely proud of 
all her “grands.”

Beyond the Sharber family circle, Mayron loved the church 
families at Harold’s appointments over his ministerial career that 
spanned nearly 50 years. Mayron was often active in the church 
choirs, children’s programs and craft events. She was proud of the 
many lifetime friendships forged from the various church families.

Mayron was meticulous with her work or any project she 
undertook – working on the family farm before her marriage, 
her service as a nurse technician, cooking decorating or crafts. 
For anything Mayron deemed to be worthy of her time, she took 
immense pride in delivering a quality and precise outcome – 
even down to the placement of an ornament on the Christmas 
tree, maintaining a family photo album, care for a plant, or the 
needlework for an afghan. 

A service of remembrance was held March 23, 2019, officiated 
by Dr. Jay Smith, who eloquently told the story of Mayron’s life. 
Burial was in Bowling Green’s Fairview Cemetery, and expressions of 
sympathy in Mayron’s honor were donated to the Kentucky United 
Methodist Children’s Homes. 



52

Betty Lou Simpson
September 13, 1933 – May 3, 2018

My sister, Betty Lou Simpson, 
loved the Lord. 

Before her health declined, she 
was at Paul’s side. (Rev. Hiland Paul 
Simpson died in 2016.) 

They were married for 59 years. 
Even at the nursing home she 

told the people about the Lord. 
She adjusted very well to being 

in the nursing home.
The Lord took her home May 

3, 2018. 
We tried to get her closer to us, but we never got her here. 
Patty Sue Mitchell
(Rev. Simpson served during the 1980s and early 1990s at 

Chestnut Grove, Jones Chapel, Richardsville, Davis Chapel, Walnut 
Grove, and Cedar Hill.) 

Frances Ann Wise Stratton
June 8, 1933 – April 16, 2019

Frances Ann Wise 
Stratton, 85, wife of Rev. 
William L. Stratton, went home 
to her Lord on April 16, 2019, 
in Louisville. 

Born June 8, 1933, to the 
late Atta E. and Stella Hall 
Wise in Seco, Letcher County, 
she was a graduate of Somerset 
High School. She attained 
a bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Kentucky, an 

elementary education certificate from Northern Kentucky 
University, and a master’s degree in elementary education from 
Murray State University. 

She and her husband were married Feb. 12, 1956, at 
Somerset First United Methodist Church. 

As a public school teacher, she taught in elementary 
and middle schools and provided leadership in local United 
Methodist churches, working with children, youth and 
adults, where her husband served as pastor: Pikeville, Louisa, 
Southgate, Alexandria, Hopkinsville, Louisville and Glasgow. 
In retirement since 1997, they have been part of St. Matthews 
UMC in Louisville. 

Besides her husband, she is survived by sons Philip 
Stratton (Serena) of Renfro Valley, and Paul Stratton ( Julie) of 
Owensboro; grandchildren Chelsen Stratton Larkey (Dackery), 
Jordan Stratton, Addison Stratton, John Stratton, Isaac Stratton 
and Bo Stratton; and great-grandchildren Elynn Larkey, Rumor 
Stratton, Isla Larkey and Daxon Larkey. 

Her memorial service was held May 11, 2019, at St. 
Matthews UMC. 
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Betty Jo Franklin Tipton
March 1, 1935 – December 29, 2018

Betty Jo Franklin Tipton, 
83, wife of the late Rev. Donald 
Tipton, died Dec. 29, 2018. 

She was born March 1, 
1935, in Cynthiana, Kentucky.  
She was preceded in death by 
her husband of 61 years.  

She grew up as a member 
of Lair Methodist Church in 
Cynthiana, Kentucky, where 
she met her future husband.  
During their six decades of 

marriage, they served together in numerous churches and in 
countless revivals, mission trips, and camp meetings.  While 
never an “up front” personality, Betty’s ministry was one of 
hospitality and welcoming people into her home.  

During her decades living in Wilmore, Kentucky, she 
baby-sat the children of numerous Asbury students, professors, 
and administrators.  Her focus was on providing a positive 
and safe atmosphere where the next generation of leaders and 
Christ followers could flourish while their parents prepared for 
ministry.  She also had a longtime affiliation with the Wilmore 
Day Care Center on the campus of Wilmore UMC.  During 
her more than 20 years there she influenced hundreds of 
children from the Wilmore community.

During her later years, she was a volunteer at the Wilmore 
Community Center in the basement of Wilmore UMC, where 
she was a faithful member.  Her life revolved around the Lord, 
her family, and the church.  

Maxine Robbins Wells
September 14, 1928 – October 4, 2018

Maxine Robbins Wells, wife of 
the late Rev. James Wells, died Oct. 
4, 2018.

Maxine Robbins grew up 
during the Great Depression 
on a farm in Jamestown, North 
Carolina.  She was the second of 
three girls.  She was an avid learner, 
and graduated as valedictorian 
of her high school class.  She 
graduated from Asbury College 
(now University) with a bachelor of 

arts in Christian education.  It was while she was at Asbury she met 
Jim, a seminary student, and they were married the year after her 
graduation.  

Her degree was put to good use as a United Methodist 
minister’s wife.  Over the next 40-plus years she stood beside her 
husband serving numerous churches in the Kentucky Conference of 
the UMC.  

After Jim retired from the ministry in 1992, they settled in 
Edgewood, Kentucky, and enjoyed this new season of life with family, 
especially three grandsons, and friends.  When Jim passed away in 
2005, Maxine found great comfort in her family and church.

Her passions in life, besides her church and family, were music 
and gardening.  Her love of music was lifelong, and she sang in each 
church choir until three years before her death as her health began to 
fail.  Her flower gardens were admired by all who visited her home.

Maxine left this world on Oct. 4, 2018, one month past her 90th 
birthday.  She left a legacy of love and Christian service.  She lived 
her faith without reservation or apology.  

She is survived by her children, Ramona Wells Newman, Dr. 
Mark R. Wells, and Timothy J. Wells; grandsons David Aaron Wells, 
Zachary William Newman, and Christian Andrew Wells; and great-
grandson Luke James Wells.
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Sending Forth & Remembrance of Baptism:  Easter 
At the edge of dawn, the sound of a woman’s breathing heaves in time with her footsteps 

as she runs along the hardened pathways.  Words that barely make sense about a moved stone, 
an empty tomb, and a missing body pour forth between her gasps for air.  

Panicked disciples arrive on the scene to find only remnants of grave clothes.  Can it be?

Here is the ultimate act of Holy Imagination:  Resurrection!  Life where there was none!  
An inhale by the lungs of Christ that will never release a final breath.  

Come close to the tomb.  Who are you looking for?  He is not here.  He is Risen!  
Can you imagine?

Call to Worship  Luke 24:1-5: Rev. Tammy Smith & 
  Rev. Mignelis Lazcano

Hymn  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today (He is Not Dead)        

Easter Proclamation Rev. Rachel Wallace

Leader:  Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! Exult, all creation around God’s throne! 
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! Sound the trumpet of salvation!

ALL: Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! Jesus Christ, our King, is risen!

Leader:  Rejoice, O Holy Church! Exult in glory! The risen Savior shines upon you! Let this place 
resound with joy, echoing the mighty song of all God’s people!

ALL:  Eternal God, You raised from the dead our Lord Jesus and by Your Holy Spirit brought to 
life your Church. Breathe upon us again with Your spirit and give new life to Your people, 
through the same Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.

Reading of Appointments - Liturgy of Lay Leaders

DISTRICT LAY LEADER:  These are the names of those who, in keeping with the Lord’s 
command, are being sent by our Kentucky Annual Conference to make disciples for the 
transformation of the world. We bless them and pray for them.

After reading of appointments in each district, the district lay leader will ask the clergy in that district to rise 
and will offer the following prayer and blessing:

DISTRICT LAY LEADER: Almighty God, bless, equip, and empower these clergy, their families, 
and the churches and ministries to which they are sent. May this district experience and 
reflect Your glory, as they love and serve You and Your people.

Remembrance of Baptism Bishop Fairley
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Bishop:  Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Through the Sacrament of Baptism
We are initiated into Christ’s Holy Church.
We are incorporated into God’s might acts of salvation
And given a new birth through water and the Spirit.
All this is God’s gift, offered to us without price.
Through the reaffirmation of our faith
we renew the covenant declared at our baptism, 
acknowledge what God is doing for us,
and affirm our commitment to Christ’s Holy Church. 

Bishop:  Eternal God: 
When nothing existed but chaos, 
You swept across the dark waters and brought forth light. 
In the days of Noah You saved those on the ark through water. 
After the flood You set in the clouds a rainbow.
When You saw Your people as slaves in Egypt,
You led them to freedom through the sea.
Their children You brought through the Jordan
to the land which You promised.

All:  Sing to the Lord, all the earth.  Tell of God’s mercy each day.

Bishop:  In the fullness of time You send Jesus,
nurtured in the water of a womb.
He was baptized by John and anointed by Your Spirit.
He called His disciples 
To share in the baptism of His death and resurrection
And to make disciples of all nations.

All: Declare His works to the nations, His glory among all people.

Bishop:  Pour out Your Holy Spirit,
and by this gift of water call to our remembrance
the grace declared to us in our baptism.
For You have washed away our sins,
and You clothe us with righteousness throughout our lives,
that dying and rising with Christ 
we may share in His final victory.

All: All praise to You, eternal God, through Your Son Jesus Christ,
   who with You and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns forever.  Amen.

Remembrance of Baptism

Congregation goes to stations around room
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Bishop:  Let us rejoice in the faithfulness of our covenant God.

All: We give thanks for all that God has already given us.
As members of the body of Christ
and in this conference of The United Methodist Church,
we will faithfully participate in the ministries of the church by our prayers, our presence, 
our gifts, our service, and our witness, 
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

Bishop:  The God of all grace,
who has called us to eternal glory in Christ,
establish and strengthen you
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
that you may live in grace and peace.

Covenent Prayer Carl Schumann

All:  I am no longer my own, but thine.
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.
Put me to doing, put me to suffering.
Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee,
exalted for thee or brought low for thee.
Let me be full, let me be empty.
Let me have all things, let me have nothing.
I freely and heartily yield all things
to thy pleasure and disposal.
And now, O glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it.
And the covenant which I have made on earth,
let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.

Closing Hymn   Blest Be the Ties 

Benediction/Sending Forth Bishop Fairley
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Learning Time with Dr. Tod Bolsinger 
Tuesday June 11th
         
NOTES:
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Notes from the Service of Worship and Prayer
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Notes from the Service of Worship and Prayer



The Kentucky Conference mission is to 
Discover, Develop and Send 

passionate spiritual leaders and resources to make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

7400 Floydsburg Rd.
Crestwood, KY  40014


