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Since 2007, the Good Samaritan Foundation has been dedicated to health care and health education by 
making financial grants to charitable and educational activities in the Commonwealth of Kentucky. We cele-
brate all of the ways and all of the places where ministries and organizations have carried out this mission. 
Countless people and organizations have engaged in life-transforming work. 

However, important and significant changes are coming to the Good Samaritan Foundation beginning in 
August 2019 and impacting Good Samaritan grants and processes beginning January 1, 2020. See below 
for important notes about the future of the Good Samaritan Foundation: 

What is the source of these changes? The current Good Samaritan Foundation is the result of the sale 
and later legal settlement related to Good Samaritan Hospital in Lexington, KY. Certain provisions created by 
the settlement expire in July 2019. As a result, a task force appointed by Bishop Fairley considered and rec-
ommended new ways of continuing aspects of the Good Samaritan Foundation. The Kentucky Annual Con-
ference reviewed and approved these recommendations in June 2018. 

Is the mission statement of the Good Samaritan Foundation changing? Yes. The mission statement of 
the GSF is broadening in scope. While the GSF has been successful in accomplishing the overarching goal  
of the current mission statement, the GSF wishes to provide resources to accomplish more diversified 
Christian ministries than those outlined in the current mission statement. Therefore, the new mission of the 
GSF will be “To inspire, equip, and empower sustainable ministries to support spiritual and physical needs.” 

Will the funding model of Good Samaritan Foundation change? Yes. Beginning with the 2020 Grant 
Year (see timeline on reverse), the distribution of Good Samaritan funds will be divided into two types of 
funding. The GSF believes this is the most effective way to support the expanded mission of the GSF. 

What are those two types of funding and will the funding processes and methods of the GSF 
change? Yes and no. For one type, or pool, of funding, the process of application and review that has been 
in place since 2007 will remain. The parameters and processes are still being coordinated for the second  
type, or pool, of funding available to on-going and sustaining ministries of the Kentucky Conference. The 
Kentucky Conference and Good Samaritan committee are guiding and managing the updated applications, 
documents, and processes, and will finalize and broadly communicate the next steps by Sept. 30, 2019. 

My organization has received GSF grants in the past. Is my organization still eligible for GSF 
grants? Yes. However, any program, grant, organization, or ministry should reflect the values of The United 
Methodist Church. Additionally, preference will be given to those organizations that are affiliated with the 
UMC. Notwithstanding this stated preference, non-UMC affiliated groups and programs have been awarded 
grants in the past and have certainly accomplished the stated purpose of the GSF. Such groups will still be 
considered for grant awards. 
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MOVING FORWARD IN 2014 
Good Samaritan Foundation—Grant Changes 

My organization has received GSF grants in the past, and GSF grants constitute a substantial 
amount of the organization’s budget. How will this new model affect my organization? As GSF has 
expressed in the past, GSF encourages all organizations to explore multiple means of financial support. For 
the past several years, the number of GSF applicants has increased. GSF anticipates that this increase – 
coupled with the new bifurcated funding pools – may further limit the amount of funds any one organization 
may receive. 

Will the Grant Year and application timelines change? Yes and no. No changes will affect the current 
2019-2020 Grant Year. However, the GSF plans to move to a Grant Year cycle that matches a calendar year 
(and does not span across two calendar years). To that end, the 2020 Grant Year will look differently than 
the current year. See below for a 2020 Grant Year timeline. Beginning with the 2021 Grant Year,  applica-
tions for the upcoming year will be made in the fall preceding the Grant Year. 

 

 

 

   If you have any questions regarding the Good Samaritan Foundation, please contact the 

Kentucky Conference Treasurer's Office at gsf@kyumc.org or by calling 800-530-7236. 

Grant Year 2019-2020 (Current Year) 

January 1, 2019 2019-2020 Grant Year Begins 

January 1, 2019 2019-2020 Application Window Opens 

March 1, 2019 2019-2020 Application Window Closes 

July 1, 2019 2019-2020 Grant Money Distributed 

June 30, 2020 2019-2020 Grant Year Ends 

Grant Year 2020 

January 1, 2020 Good Samaritan Grant Year Begins 

January 1, 2020 2020 Application Window Opens 

March 1, 2020 2020 Application Window Closes 

May 1, 2020 2020 Grant Money Distributed 

December 31, 2020 2020 Grant Year Ends 

December 31, 2020 Deadline to spend 2020 Grant money 

Grant Year 2021 

August 1, 2020 2021 Application Window Opens 

October 1, 2020 2021 Application Window Closes 

January 1, 2021 2021 Grant Year Opens 

January 1, 2021 2021 Grant Money Distributed 

December 31, 2021 2021 Grant Year Ends 
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