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Qualities of the Christian Steward 
1.  A Christian steward is compassionate. 

Christian stewards are caretakers and care-

givers. They concern themselves with the 

distribution of gifts and resources so that 

all might benefit. 

Now you are the body of Christ and indi-

vidually members of it (1 Cor 12:27). 

2. A Christian steward is content. 

Christian stewards acknowledge that their 

strength comes from God through whom 

they can do all things regardless of how 

many or how few material possessions they 

have. 

I can do all things through him who 

strengthens me (Phil 4:13). 

3. A Christian steward is generous. 

Christian stewards give whatever is needed 

and whenever it is needed. 

They voluntarily gave according to their 

means, and even beyond their means, beg-

ging us earnestly for the privilege of shar-

ing in this ministry to the saints (2 Cor 8:3-4). 

4. A Christian steward is grateful. 

Christian stewards value what has been 

entrusted to their care and protect and pre-

serve everything as if it were their own, yet 

acknowledging that the earth and all that is 

in it belong to God. 

It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to 

sing praises to your name, O Most High; to 

declare your steadfast love in the morning, 

and your faithfulness by night (Psalm 92:1-2). 

5. A Christian steward is loving. 

Christian stewards know that the Lord re-

quires justice and kindness and humility, 

and they follow the two greatest command-

ments. 

“Which commandment is the first of all?” 

Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O 

Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 

you shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, and with all your soul, 

and with all your mind, and with all 

your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

There is no other commandment greater 

than these” (Mk 12:28-31). 

6. A Christian steward is loyal. 

Christian stewards serve God faithfully, 

remembering who they are, whose they 

are, and why they are here on earth. 

“No one can serve two masters; for a 

slave will either hate the one and love 

the other, or he will be devoted to the 

one and despise the other. You cannot 

serve God and wealth” (Mt 6:24). 

7. A Christian steward is obedient. 

Christian stewards obey God by setting 

aside a part of their income for others. 

“There is still one thing lacking. Sell all 

that you own and distribute the money 

to the poor, and you will have treasure 

in heaven; then come, follow me.” But 

when he heard this, he became sad; for 

he was very rich (Lk 18:22-23). 

8. A Christian steward is prayerful. 

Christian stewards acknowledge the 

greatness and goodness of God through 

prayer, fellowship, study, worship, and 

reflection. 

Then when you call upon me and come 

and pray to me, I will hear you. When 

you search for me, you will find me; if 

you seek me with all your heart (Jeremiah 

29:12-13). 

9. A Christian steward is responsible. 

Christian stewards realize that caring for 

God’s creation and wisely managing 

resources never ends. 

Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 

that I have commanded of you (Mt 28:19-20a). 

10. A Christian steward sacrifices. 

Christian stewards follow Jesus’ teaching to 

sacrifice what they have out of gratitude for 

their many blessings. 

Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in 

more than all those who are contributing to 

the treasury. For all of them have contribut-

ed out of their abundance; but she out of her 

poverty has put in everything she had, all 

that she had, all she had to live on (Mk 12:43-

44). 

11. A Christian steward shares. 

Christian stewards have learned to distribute 

fairly so that none will be in need. 

I have given you an example that by such 

work we must support the weak, remember-

ing the words of the Lord Jesus, for he him-

self said, “It is more blessed to give than to 

receive” (Acts 20:35). 

12. A Christian steward is trustworthy. 

Christian stewards can be trusted to make 

wise decisions concerning the resources 

placed within their care. 

Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ 

and stewards of God’s mysteries. Moreover, 

it is required of stewards that they be found 

trustworthy (1 Cor 4:1-2). 

 
from  

Guidelines for Leading Your Congre-
gation: Stewardship  

by Rev. Phyllis M. Bowers. 
(Nashville: Cokesbury, 2000) 

Used by permission.   
Rev. Bowers is executive director of 
the United Methodist Stewardship 

Foundation of Central Pennsylvania. 
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FOUNDATION RECEIVES FINANCIAL LITERACY GRANT 
LEXINGTON “FIRST CHURCH FELLOWSHIP” PROGRAM 

 
[LEXINGTON, KY]  The Kentucky United Methodist Foundation is pleased to announce the receipt of a grant for the benefit 
of the First Church Fellowship program of the First United Methodist Church, Lexington, KY. 
 
The purpose of this grant is to address the dual problems of clergy graduating from seminary with significant debt and a 
need to strengthen the clergy’s understanding of stewardship and financial management. Funds are provided through 
Wespath's Economic Initiatives grant from Lilly Endowment Inc. for projects developed through strategic collaboration by 
the National Association of United Methodist Foundations (NAUMF), the United Methodist General Board of Higher Educa-
tion and Ministry (GBHEM), and Wespath (formerly the United Methodist General Board of Pensions and Health Benefits).   
 
The Grant Review Team, representing a cross section of denominational leaders, selects qualifying projects across the 
United Methodist connection.  The First Church Fellowship program is one of those selected projects. 
 
The First Church Fellowship program addresses the problem of young clergy coming out of seminary “green and in the red,” 
said Rev. Teddy Ray, the director of the program for First UMC, Lexington. He explained that young seminary graduates 
increasingly have significant educational debt (red), while also having little or no practical pastoral experience (green). “We 
developed the First Church Fellowship program to address both issues,” said Ray. “Our commitment to our First Church 
Fellows is that they will graduate with no debt, because their tuition, housing and living expenses are covered; and he or 
she will gain multiple years of significant ministry experience in a unique church setting.” The First Church Fellows also par-
ticipate in regular training sessions which expose them to church finance, church stewardship, personal finance and debt 
management, as well as additional pastoral skills and experiences. 
 
Wespath Benefits and Investments is a general agency of the United Methodist Church. Its mission is to care for those 
who serve by providing benefit and investment services that honor the mission and principles of the United Methodist 
Church. Additionally, its well-being priorities promote vitality in mission and ministry by improving health and well-being of 
UMC clergy, lay workers and their families.  
 
Lilly Endowment Inc. is an Indianapolis-based private philanthropic foundation created in 1937 to further its founders’ com-
mitment to community development, education and religion.  Its grantmaking in religion focuses on supporting efforts to 
strengthen the leadership and vitality of Christian congregations throughout the country and increase the public’s under-
standing of the role of religion in American life. 
 
The Kentucky United Methodist Foundation’s mission is to provide effective stewardship options for people to achieve 
personal goals and charitable wishes that assure a future for the ministries of the local congregations and agencies of the 
United Methodist Church. 
 
 

# # # 
 
 
For more information about the Kentucky United Methodist Foundation, contact David Bowles at (859) 977-0400 or e-mail 
kumf@kyumc.org 
 
For more information about the First Church Fellowship program, contact Rev. Teddy Ray at (859) 233-0545, ext. 234 or e-
mail teddy.ray@gmail.com 
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