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...In addition to other tensions in the ministry, sometimes there are financial tensions. 

There are serving ministers and their families who carry so much debt, both educational debt and lifestyle debt, that they 
report feeling like a fraud when it comes to standing up and speaking to their congregation about money.  Pastors unable to 
effectively manage their own debt tell us that they feel they cannot in good conscience entreat their congregation during an 
annual financial support campaign to tithe, when they themselves cannot give beyond a small percent or may be unable to 
even give at all.  

Another tension related to money is due to the lack of training many ministers experienced in seminary about finance. 
Thankfully, this is changing, and more seminaries are now offering, and some even requiring, courses in church finance and 
administration and also in personal finance (see page 2). 

Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well-Being 

Seeing this need, Wespath and the National Association of United Methodist Foundations, of which your Kentucky United 
Methodist Foundation is a part, through grant funding from the Eli Lilly Foundation, have collaborated to produced a Wes-
leyan resource for financial well-being for congregational members and groups.  There is also a specialized version of the 
material designed specifically for clergy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Turn to the back to learn more about SAVING GRACE: A Guide to Financial Well-Being, a course on money 
management from a Wesleyan perspective, and also about the Clergy Financial Well-Being Initiative. 

Let$ be Hone$t… 



Saving Grace:  
A Guide to Financial Well-Being  
provides the text and tools you need to address 
the topics of saving, earning, giving, spending, 
and debt, along with helpful strategies for 
achieving a sustainable financial life.  
 

It draws on the expertise of United Methodist 
leaders across the connection through videos, a workbook, a leader guide and devotional materials. With 
study sessions for both pastors and laity, participants explore money management from a Wesleyan per-
spective helping you reach personal financial goals and address life concerns. 

The Kentucky United Methodist Foundation will help defray some of the cost of materials if your congre-

gation is interested in offering the SAVING GRACE course.  Call David Bowles at (859) 977-0400 for details. 

Learn more (and order) at AbingdonPress.com/SavingGrace 

PARTICIPANT WORKBOOK 

Includes discussion questions, worksheets, and activities that address personal financial goals. $22.99 

LEADER GUIDE 

Contains session plans, outlines, discussion questions to guide a six-week group study. $18.99 

CLERGY WORKBOOK 

Contains everything in the Participant Workbook plus special clergy modules addressing financial issues unique to 

pastors. $22.99 

DEVOTIONAL 

A 6-week devotional offers spiritual support for a new approach to financial health.  $14.99 

DVD 

Contains six sessions for the participant study and three sessions to complement the clergy component. $39.99 

KIT 

Contains a Participant Workbook, Leader Guide, Clergy Workbook, Devotional, and DVD. $79.99 (Cokesbury Exclusive) 

Facebook Page for Saving Grace Group Leaders Launches 
The Initiative and the United Methodist Publishing House are exploring new ways to support Saving Grace 
group leaders to supplement the existing Leader Guide. They have created a Facebook page that serves as 
a learning community and facilitates discussion between leaders. 

United Methodist Seminaries Prepare to Host Saving Grace 
Eight United Methodist seminaries will offer the Saving Grace curriculum to their students, including Excel-
lence in Clergy Leadership scholars to fulfill their second- and third-year scholarship requirements. Partici-
pating seminaries include: Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, Candler School of Theology, Wesley 
Theological Seminary, Gammon Theological Seminary, Perkins School of Theology, United Theological 
Seminary, Iliff School of Theology and Duke Divinity School  


