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We are now in 2019.  As I look forward and contemplate what the challeng-

es and opportunities of the coming year, I feel somewhat overwhelmed.  I 

do want you to know that you have honored me by giving me the opportuni-

ty to serve God as your president.  I am grateful for the excellent leadership 

team, with whom I have the privilege of serving with.  We are following in 

the footsteps and stand on the shoulders of those gifted and capable leaders 

who have served before us. 

 

My prayer for Kentucky United Methodist Women is that we will seek to 

live into the “Great Commandment”—“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 

with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. ... And the 

second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”   The second 

part of God’s call is expressed in  the “Great Commission”—Therefore   go 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 

I have commanded you.”  These two often quoted passages of scripture pro-

vide the ground work for both our purpose and our mission.  We are told 

that God gives us a song to sing.  I believe that the hymn “Here, I am Lord” 

is the song we have been given to sing. 

 

This will be a year of celebration as United Methodist Women celebrate 150 

years.  We have a great heritage left to us by our mothers and mentors.  We 

would be remiss if we did not continue to build on the foundation that has 

been laid for us.  I ask that each District and each unit do something special 

and out of the ordinary to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of women on mis-

sion and in ministry.  Our purpose and call from God is to turn faith, hope, 

and love into action on behalf of women, children and youth.  We are called 

to action through prayer, giving, and standing in the gap for those who need 

us.  

 

Your sister in Christ, 

Paula 
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Happy New Year ladies! 

 

 I am excited about being your new M, N, and O Coordinator. I am still getting my feet wet so be patient 

with me. 

 

I need to remind everyone that each unit needs to complete the Census which is found on United Meth-

odist Women’s Website. Deadline to complete this is March 30, 2019. This census is for 2018. 

The goal is to increase membership by 2% at the district level by 2020. 

 

To perform the census you need to log onto www.unitedmethosdistwomen.org. 

Then you open the CENSUS tab. There is also a place on the website to find help to fill this out if need-

ed. 

 

As president of a local unit you do not have to be the one to fill this out if you are not computer savvy, 

another member can fill it out for you. The main thing is to complete this before the deadline. 

Finally while you are on the website you can fill out your individual membership form and receive a 

UMW membership card. Many of us completed this at assembly last May. 

 

For information about new members, attracting new members, etc. please contact me. If I do not know 

the answer I will try to find it for you. 

 

 Romans 12:4   For as in one body we have many members, 

and all members do not have the same function, so we, 

though many, are one body in Christ, and individually mem-

bers one of another. 

 

Blessings! 

Julia Tucker 

On Saturday,  September 14, 2019 from 9:00-3:30 Scarr itt Bennett Center  in Nashville, TN will of-

fer the mission study “Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission.” The leader will be Sandy Wil-

der, former staff of United Methodist Women and coordinator for The Legacy Fund living in Texas.  

 

The study will explore United Methodist Women’s history of mission to women 

and children through advocacy, leadership development, spiritual enrichment 

and direct service ministries.  We will hear the stories of the involvement of indi-

vidual and groups of women; their motivation; their decision-making processes; 

their preparation through prayer and study; and their courage and faith to partici-

pate in God’s mission under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.   

 

The cost of this special event is $25 and includes lunch. Registration is available at 

www.scarrittbennett.org  Come and join your sisters so that together we may continue the legacy of 

“women organized for mission.” 

http://www.unitedmethosdistwomen.org/
http://www.scarrittbennett.org/


GENERAL CONFERENCE 

40 Days of Prayer for General Conference 

United Methodist Women calls on members to pray for the upcoming special session of 

the United Methodist General Conference. 

by Harriett Jane Olson 

In 40 days, a special session of the United Methodist General Conference will convene in St. Louis, Mis-

souri. The leadership of the General Conference has been planning for the sessions, working to help the 

General Conference hear the call of God and make decisions together. Delegates have been preparing, 

praying, sharing and listening. The Commission on the Way Forward and people across the church have 

been working to clarify and express their own understanding of God’s call and whether The United 

Methodist Church in its current form and with its current membership is able to live that out.  

As members of United Methodist Women, we also have been engaged in study, listening, conversation 

and proposals about what God’s call to our church looks like. We too are feeling the growing uncertainty 

that naturally grows as the special session grows closer. Instead of focusing on the uncertainty, I invite 

you to a position of confidence that God is at work and that God invites us to work. I invite you to pray 

with this conviction. 

Many of us are engaged in a pattern of prayer as part of the Council of Bishops’ Praying our Way For-

ward, and others are in prayer with conferences or congregations. We pray daily using our United Meth-

odist Women Prayer Calendar. 

 

Another way we pray is through the making of prayer shawls. If this is your special call during this time, 

please pray this way. Please contact your conference president or PAG member for shipping instructions. 

The shawls will be distributed to General Conference delegates.     

If you are not currently engaged in a pattern of prayer or if you would like to add to your ministry of 

prayer, I invite you to join me in the following weekly pattern: 

Sunday: Pray for  The United Methodist Church, for  its lay members, clergy members, fellowship, 

discipleship and leadership work. Pray that we would ground our feet firmly in hope. Pray also for the 

future work of the church. 

Monday: Pray for  the delegates. The responsibility they carry can feel heavy, and the emotions 

they are feeling and receiving can take a toll. Pray for their resilience and openness to the Holy Spirit, 

who speaks even when we are in “self-protection mode” but to whom are most receptive when our hearts 

are open and we are hope-filled. 

Tuesday: Pray for  all who will be presiding and leading dur ing the session and for  the staff who 

will be serving. Their clarity and wisdom make a big difference in the kind of conversation that the dele-

gates are able to have and whether the delegates have confidence in the processes surrounding their 

work. 

Wednesday: Pray for  the outreach and mission service of The United Methodist Church and how 

this will be enhanced by the structures and directions set by the special session. Pray for the ministry of 

congregations, conferences and agencies serving people in need around the world. The Prayer Calendar 

is a great resource to be reminded of some of these. 

 

http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-session
https://umcprays.org/
https://umcprays.org/
https://www.umwmissionresources.org/shopping_product_detail.asp?pid=53411


Thursday: Pray for  the education ministry of the church and the ways that this equips us to engage 

in a future full of possibilities. Pray for the students and faculty that we support through scholarships, stu-

dent ministries and publishing. Pray for the tutoring work of congregations and national mission institu-

tions, for secondary schools, colleges, universities and seminaries who are also dealing with uncertainty 

about how they will connect with the church in the future. 

Friday: Pray for  all the justice ministr ies of the church and for  how these will be strengthened by 

the work of the special session. Pray for the work to address policies that marginalize and patterns that de-

mean. Pray for our relationships with ecumenical partners and persons engaged locally, regionally, nation-

ally and globally in God’s love and the vision of justice we are called to lift up. Pray for a commitment to 

hope that shapes our engagement with a fractured but beautiful world. 

Saturday: Pray for  all of us across the church who are charged with the stewardship of the re-

sources entrusted to us and how our hope, rooted in faith, shapes our use of these resources of time, com-

mitment, effort and finances so that we might give neither too much nor too little regard to the potential of 

these gifts and our responsibility to use them well. 

United Methodist Women, we are praying people. Let us pray focusing not on our own uncertainties but 

on God’s leading and the great mission and ministry ahead of us. 

Harriett Jane Olson is General Secretary and CEO of United Methodist Women. 

Posted or updated: 1/14/2019 12:00:00 AM 

 

Please come to the Spiritual Growth retreat 2019. I am looking for a pianist 
and song leader for the retreat. If you are interested please call or email. 
 
If hope you find in your heart to join your sisters in Christ at the Spiritual 
Growth Retreat of 2019. I am looking forward to see you there. If there are any 
questions/suggestions please feel free to contact me too. 
 
Registration form in this newsletter 
 
Thank you, 
Kivvi Figgs 
Conference Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
keylow2009@hotmail.com 

mailto:keylow2009@hotmail.com
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Greetings and Happy New Year to everyone. 

I trust everyone had a blessed Christmas season and you are ready to move into 2019 

with a renewed Spirit. 

I recently received an email from National office describing the changes and new pro-

cesses regarding the Reading Program and I wanted to share those with everyone. 

1)  Reading Program books can longer be ordered from Mission Resources, either as in-

dividuals or on consignment.  They no longer stock these items.        

2)  Books can be ordered from Cokesbury,  Amazon, or other retailers.  If you are an Amazon Prime 

member, shipping is free.  If you purchase through the Amazon Smile program, a donation is made 

with each order to United Methodist Women. To learn more, visit: smile.amazon.com (choose the 

United Methodist Women in New York, NY, to support the national office). 

3)  Some books may also be available at your local library.  If unavailable, ask if a title you want is 

available from a branch in another county and have it transferred to your local branch. 

4)  Reading Program catalog will no longer be printed.  However the catalog and/or 

Book List can be viewed, downloaded, and printed from the UMW website at: united-

methodistwomen.org/reading program.  It is also available in the December 2018 Re-

sponse magazine. 

5)  Program Books, Prayer Calendars, and Mission u Study books will all be available 

from Mission Resources.  These items can be ordered by individuals or Districts/

Conferences and they will be responsible for paying shipping fees.  Since we will no 

longer be using a consignment process, Mission Resources will no longer cover ship-

ping costs. 

6)  The Mission u Planning Team and the Conference Mission Team will not have their first meetings 

until February and March, respectively, and I’m sure there will be discussions/decisions about what 

items may be available for display/sale at events throughout the year and you will be kept informed.  

That being said, I would encourage anyone planning to attend Mission u to purchase your study 

books ahead of time. 

7)  Response magazine has moved to a bimonthly schedule of 6 issues per year, beginning with the 

January/February 2019 issue.  The subscription rate will remain the same.   

Whew! That was a lot of information.  I hope and pray that all these changes will not discourage you 

from participating in the Reading Program.  I hope you will persevere and continue to read and learn 

so you can continue to serve United Methodist Women with faith, hope and love in action. 

Blessings,  

Karen Fentress 

Secretary of Program Resources  
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Nominations 

I hope that 2019 has started well for you and that any New 

Year’s resolutions you made are being well kept.  If you didn’t 

make any this year, it is not too late.  One I would recommend 

is to become more involved with UMW,  whether that be at the 

local,  district , conference,  jurisdictional,  or national level.  

Of course,  since I am chairing the KY Conference UMW 

Nominating Committee, you can guess what level of involvement I am most interested in. It may 

seem early to be thinking about conference officers since we just installed new ones at our Annual 

Celebration in Morehead last October.  But sometimes, especially if we are reluctant to take on a new 

responsibility, it takes a while to realize that God is calling us to step up to a new challenge.  And 

sometimes we need a gentle nudge from one of God’s messengers AKA a friend or colleague who 

recognizes leadership potential, encourages and supports us.  If you would like more information 

about serving on the conference Mission Team, please contact me or one of the other nominating 

committee members: Betty Boggess, Owensboro District; Jane Royster, Pennyrile District; Carlene 

Hodge, South Central District; Mary Lou Wood and Linda Gayheart, South East District; Virginia 

Duff, Owensboro District; or Joan Vance, Heartland District. You may also contact your district pres-

ident, since she also serves on the conference Mission Team and can answer questions you may have. 

Remember what Dee Reynolds so correctly told us several years ago; when we accept a leadership 

position, we are being called to serve God, not just United Methodist Women.  

Peace, 

 

Martha Hannifan 

Nomination Chairperson 

hannj@windstream.net 

270-765-4632  

 





THANK YOU! FROM HENDERSON SETTLEMENT 

 

This is to sincerely express our thanks to the Kentucky Con-

ference United Methodist 

Women for selecting Henderson Settlement as the Mission 

beneficiary of your Annual 

Mission Celebration offering in October.  We deeply appreci-

ate your hospitality in allowing  

Casey Smith to speak regarding our ministry and our future 

direction, with a particular  

emphasis on Community Youth Development.  The generous offering of more than 

$2000.00 will help support us in this direction as we move into 2019. 

 

The Settlement Board and Staff both wish to thank the United Methodist Women for our 

longstanding collaboration in service to the community surrounding Henderson 

Settlement. 

 

James Knight, Executive Director 

Betty Taylor, KY Conference Representative 

 

Dear Presidents, 

In Harriett Jane Olson’s attached invitation to prayer 

for General Conference she invites United Methodist 

Women to make prayer shawls for delegates who 

will be meeting in St. Louis, Missouri, February 23-

26, 2019.  Please share the following contact infor-

mation on where the prayer shawls should be mailed 

to arrive by February 20, 2019 to: 

Katie K. Willis 

1568 Highway J 

Wright City, MO 63390-1622 
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Keep our church in your daily prayers.  

Most of you are aware that the United Methodist Church has called a special General Conference 

for February 23 to 26, 2019 in order to decide on a way forward.   

How are you praying for this decision making? 

The best way I know about is through joining “Praying Our Way Forward”.  Simply go to their web-

site (umcprays.org) and join the praying community.  Choose to have payer posts e-mailed to you.  I 

receive two a week: one on Sundays with specific people (a member of the General Commission of 

the General Conference, a member of the General Conference staff, two bishops and their spouses, a 

member of the Commission on a Way Forward, and a General Secretary or a leader of a UM 

Commission or Agency) and a mid-week e-mail with a devotional prayer.  

We are also asked to pray for our Kentucky Conference delegates daily (Laity: Lew Nicholas, Jan 

Brown-Thompson, Linda Underwood King, Brenda Glover and John Denham; and Clergy: Bill Ar-

nold, Tom Grieb, Maxie Dunnam, Isomar Alvarez and Jean Hawxhurst) and we need to add those of 

the Red Bird Missionary Conference as well (Laity: Charlotte Davis, Marilyn Osborne, and Cindy 

Stamper; and clergy: Robert Amundsen, Jim Savage, and Dan Griffiths). 

 

I have set an alarm on my phone for 2:23 each afternoon and Howard and I pray for 4 minutes, rep-

resenting the dates the General Conference will meet next year: 2/23 to 2/26 (someone else I know, 

who can’t sleep well at night prays at 2:23am). 

I KNOW you are truly concerned about our church.  Please join others who are concerned from 

around the entire globe who are praying that God’s will for God’s United Methodist Church will be 

done on this earth as we know it is done in Heaven. 

Again, the web-site is umcprays.org. 
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CONFERENCE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2019 
   

 

 

February 13  Children’s Advocacy Day, Frankfort, KY  

February 16  Mission u Planning Team, Lindsey Wilson College 

   Columbia, KY (March 16th back up date) 

 

March 1   World Day of Prayer  

March 2  National Day of Prayer 

March 9 KY Conference Mission Team Meeting, Kentucky United Methodist Chil-

dren’s Home, Nicholasville, KY 

 

April 26-27  Conference Spiritual Growth Retreat, Camp Loucon 

 

June 10-12  KY United Methodist Church Annual Conference 

   Covington, KY 

 

July 11-14  KY/Red Bird Conference Mission u, Lindsey Wilson College, Columbia, KY 

 

September  District Annual Celebrations 

28   Bluegrass  

28   Heartland 

21   Kentucky East 

28   Lexington 

28   Northern Kentucky 

21   Owensboro 

28   Pennyrile 

28   South Central 

21   South East Kentucky  

 

October 25  KY Conference Mission Team Meeting, KYUMCH, Nicholasville. KY 

October 26  KY Conference Annual Mission Celebration, KYUMCH, Nicholasville, KY 

 

April 17-20, 2020 Southeast Jurisdiction Meeting, Mobile, Alabama 

 

May 20-22, 2022 Assembly, Orlando, Florida 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES:  This information has been provided by District and Conference Officers and 

compiled by the Conference Secretary. 



Kentucky Conference United Methodist Women Officer 2019 

 

President - Paula Taylor 

Vice-President - Peggy Rice 

Secretary - Lynn Osborne 

Treasurer - Barbara Dugger 

Communications Coordinator - Judy McQueen 

Secretary of Program Resources - Karen Fentress 

Spiritual Growth - Kivvi Figgs 

Social Action - LaShelle Moss 

Education & Interpretation - JoAnn Neighbors 

Membership, Nurture & Outreach - Julia Tucker 

 

Committee on Nominations 

Chairperson Class of 2022 - Martha Hannifan 

Class of 2019 - Betty Boggess 

Class of 2019 - Jane Royster 

Class of 2020 - Carliene Hodge 

Class of 2020 - Mary Lou Wood 

Class of 2021 - Linda Gayheart 

Class of 2021 - Joan Vance 

Class of 2022 - Virginia Duff 

 

Appointed Officers 

Parliamentarian - Patsy Crady 

Standing Rules - Betty Taylor 

Historian - Paula Turner 

Legacy Fund Vicki Easley 

 

Program Advisory Group (PAG) - Charlotte Smith 

Southeastern Jurisdiction Representative - Linda Sanford 

Bishop - Leonard Fairley 



Our 150th birthday is here!  This year!  Remember March 23, 2019 is our annual Day of 

Giving!  All money will be matched by United Methodist Women up to $300,000.  Plan 

to give. Be sure to put “Day of Giving” in the memo line of your check. You may mail, 

go online or text to give a week before or after the date. We are still striving to meet our 

$60 million goal with only about 40% reached.  Here are some ways to Give:  

 

1. Text to Give:  Text “41444” on your  cell phone and enter  “Legacy 150” in the message area. 

2. Give by Mail: Those who wish to make an outr ight gift to the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign should 

make checks payable to United Methodist Women.  Please note “Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign” in the 

memo line (and “Day of Giving”).  Such gifts are tax deductible to the full extent provided by law.  Mail to:  Unit-

ed Methodist Women National Office, 476 Riverside Drive, 15th Floor, Attn: LEGACY, New York, NY 10115 

3. On-Line: Direct gifts or  pledge payments may be made through the United Methodist Women website.  

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund   to make a secure credit card payment.  Make a secure gift by credit 

card.  Your gift can be made in honor or in memory of someone special.  An e-card is available. 

4. Steps for making a Planned Gift:  You may call 212-870-3705 or e-mail:  lega-

cy150@unitedmethodistwomen.org for details.  Include the Legacy Fund in your financial planning.  There are tax 

savings and other advantages to many of the options.  The Development Office of United Methodist Women can 

take donations by phone as well as answer any questions. 

Here are some ideas for Districts and Local Units to encourage giving to Legacy Fund:  

1. Invite your Conference Legacy Liaisons (in KY we have at least one in each district) to speak at a district meeting. 

2. Have interactive table display using the Trivia Game (email me for a copy if needed). 

3. Create a Fun-Raiser throughout the district and bring money together for a BIG Birthday celebration. Or include a 

Fund-Raiser event during registration, lunch or a break time. Be creative! 

4. Be sure to include Legacy Fund time at the podium at meetings. 

5. Tie in the “What About Our Money” mission study to Legacy Giving. 

6. Perform a short skit on Legacy Campaign or the 1869 Society. (email me for copies) 

I will be glad to help in any way I can, if you need to contact me.  My email is: charlottesmith@twc.com  We really 

need to encourage giving this year to meet our goal! 

 
 

Blessings to each one of you my sweet United Methodist Women sisters as you work in mission for women, children 

and youth! 

 

Charlotte Smith, Program Advisory Group (PAG) 

MISSION STUDY 2019 SPECIAL PUBLICATION 

“WOMEN UNITED FOR CHANGE” 

 

If you haven’t checked out our website lately and for those who like to read especially about 

our history, there is a new book available to order for $10. It includes even women to the pre-

sent. There is also a Leader’s Guide by Julia Tulloch available for free download (pdf.). I am 

looking forward to reading my copy and maybe even leading a study! 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund
mailto:legacy150@unitedmethodistwomen.org
mailto:legacy150@unitedmethodistwomen.org
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OUR PURPOSE 

United Methodist Women 
shall be a community of 
women whose purpose is  

to know God and to expe-
rience freedom as whole 
persons through Jesus 
Christ;  

to develop a creative, sup-
portive fellowship;  

and to expand concepts of 
mission through participa-
tion in the global minis-
tries of the church. 

 

 

Kentucky Conference NEWSLINK 
8008 St. Andrews Church Rd 
Louisville KY 40258 
Send comments regarding this publication by E-mail 
to: Judy McQueen, Editor – mosaicjudym@aol.com 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Be sure the check out our website at KYUMC.ORG, 
go to ministries and then to UMWomen 


