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Conference has been a wonderful 
place for me to be in ministry, and 
I am very grateful to be a member. 
Ordained ministry is my third 
career! In the first I was a registered 
nurse, and after that I ran the 
family printing business. No one 
could have been more surprised 
than I when, during a season of life 
transition, I distinctly heard God’s 

call to go to seminary and prepare for serving in this way.  
During my seminary years I did “field education” at Christ 

Church in Louisville, and had the blessing of continuing on there 
as part of the pastoral staff when I was commissioned in 2006. I 
remained there as Associate Pastor until 2014, when the call came 
to serve in Breckinridge County, where I have enjoyed six years of 
ministry with the wonderful people of the Harned and Horsley 
Chapel congregations.  

The decision that it is time to retire from appointed ministry 
was not easily made ... and came after a lengthy season of 
discernment. But the word that I keep hearing from the Lord is, 
“There are other ways to do ministry.” I am eager to learn what those 
ways will be as I move into this next season of life.

My thanks go to the many, many people who have guided and 
encouraged me along this journey ... and of course, to our Lord, for 
allowing me to have this wonderful, surprising opportunity to serve 
Him in the Kentucky Conference of the UMC. One of my favorite 
hymns is “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” ... I can attest to that!

Ken Hughes
For 33 years, I have served 

my Lord faithfully. My first 
calling was to youth ministry at 
my home church, State Street 
United Methodist Church in 
Bowling Green, Kentucky. At 
that time I was already happily 
married to my lovely wife, Patsy 
Hughes. By the time I finished 
college at Western Kentucky 
University and seminary 
at Louisville Presbyterian 

Seminary, our family had grown to four with the addition of our 
son, Jonathan, and daughter, Rachael!

I was a diaconal minister for seven years, and then received 
my first pastoral appointment at Overdale United Methodist 
Church in Louisville.  My last four years of appointment, out of 
26 as an elder, have been at Watkins UMC in Louisville, where 
I have served as Senior Pastor. Our family has now grown to 10 
with the addition of spouses and six grandchildren under the age 
of 7! 

We are very thankful for the love and care shown to us over 
the years by all of the churches we have served. It has meant 
so much to my family and me. We have tried to serve God 
faithfully in all of these appointments. We will continue to serve 
God in retirement, as we will always serve Him!

“I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength.” 
-- Philippians 4:13

God bless you,
Ken and Patsy Hughes


